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DR. RAY O. BROOKS
President
The final “Amen” of the 1953 
Messenger Assembly of the 
American Baptist Association 
meeting in Mobile, Alabama has 
sounded, and the Ray Brooks 
Family was off on their planned 
visit with Pastor Jack and Maxine 

Dean in Bowie, Maryland. After spending the first night 
of our planned journey in a Holiday Inn I was making 
reservations for the next night at the Holiday Inn - Bowie, 
Maryland. The clerk asked if I wanted the reservation 
guaranteed. I replied, “Yes, I plan to be there.”  We spent 
far too much time viewing the many historic sites and 
arrived at our destination at about 10:30p.m., “worn-
out”, “seen out” and ready for beds. As the two families 
ahead of me were turned away with the, “Sorry, we are 
full up,” I envisioned the Ray Brooks family sleeping 
in the car. I identified myself and heard the desk clerk 
reply, “Good to see you, Mister Brooks,” and handed me 
the key to my “guaranteed, reserved room”; reserved 
from the time I said, “Yes.” 

Now, do yourself a great favor, memorize I Peter 1:3-5 
and enjoy knowing that what Jesus is preparing for you 
(John 14:1-3) is reserved in heaven for you.

Sign up for Ally, 
Alumni, Baptist Monitor 
and other E-News at:

tbi.edu/signup



MISSION: Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary equips saints to do the work of ministry through a Biblically-
based higher education in harmony with the Bible doctrines of the American Baptist Association to 
advance the Kingdom of God through the local church ministry of fulfilling the Great Commission.

EQUIP - ADVANCE - FULFILL

DR. STEVE BUTLER
CEO / Academic Dean

I 
t has been exciting traveling 
the last three months to 
Local Associations and 

sharing information concerning 
Texas Baptist Institute and 
Seminary, visiting churches on 
Sundays giving them an update 

and expressing appreciation for their support, and 
simply talking to many about the progress of Texas 
Baptist. Thanks to all for being very supportive as well 
as encouraging. It’s time to enjoy the Holidays.

December 6 - 9 at 11a.m. daily we will host the Kirkland 
Lectures. Pastor Jason Sheffstall will be our guest 
speaker. All are invited to attend. Bro. Sheffstall is a 
graduate of Texas Baptist and an excellent pastor.

There will be one more week of school after Kirkland 
Lecture week. Students are given a good break with 
several planning to travel home to be with family, even 
those from other countries. Spring Semester begins 
January 10. If you are interested in taking classes there 
is still time to apply, register and begin classwork. If you 
have questions concerning Second Semester classes, 
please look in this issue for information or contact us 
at the school.

Again, thank you for your prayers and support. Merry 
Christmas!!!!

ROBERT WALLACE
VP of Advancement

I 
n this issue, you see two pages dedicated to 
honoring the legacy of two great men of God, Bro. 
Frank Vaughn and Bro. Roger Stewart. I considered 

both close friends for many years. Both used their God-
given abilities to the fullest and followed God’s calling 
for their lives and made a big impact on the churches 
and institutions they served.

Bro. Stewart and I were contemporaries. While we never served in 
similar areas, we shared many common interests and ministry efforts. 
These commonalities left the time we spent together filled with fun and 
laughter but also left me with further insights and encouraged me to 
keep working.

Bro. Vaughn was someone I not only considered a mentor but a close 
friend. While he was full of knowledge and insight and could have 
been someone who considered himself too important to be bothered 
with other people’s issues, he was someone you could go to at any time 
for anything. I spent a year shadowing him as I was preparing to take 
over my position at Texas Baptist. No matter how long I serve here, I 
am always going to be sitting in Bro. Vaughn’s chair. 20 years after his 
retirement, his foresight and leadership make my job easier every day. 

The thought of these two great men makes me think about what legacy 
I am going to leave. I hope it does the same for you. Remember, it wasn’t 
the big events or the large initiatives that created that legacy as much as 
who they were every day. I always told Bro. Vaughn that I wanted to be 
him when I grew up. I hope my legacy can be even a small percentage of 
the one left by these great men of God.

1300 Longview Dr.
Henderson, TX 75652 tbi.edu



Steve Butler

I grew up in a wonderful family in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. Olive Street Missionary Baptist Church was our 
home church. My dad was a tremendous Christian man, and I wish I had realized it earlier in my life. My 
favorite memory occurred on Christmas Eve as we gathered with other family members to open gifts. We 
were ready to tear away the wrapping paper and see what was inside the box, BUT Dad always paused to 
have us pray and thank God for our gifts. What an example and memory.

Larry Clements

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom 
is no variableness, neither shadow of turning” (James 1:17).

Thanksgiving and Christmas are times of great celebration at our house. James reminds us that every one 
of those good and perfect gifts comes from God and should be received with Thanksgiving. These special 
days are also times of fun family traditions. When all five of our children were living at home, my sons, 
Daren, Mark, Timothy, and I would go to the deer woods every Thanksgiving morning. We would spend 
a few hours on the deer stands, waiting for the unsuspecting buck to appear. But we always got home by 
noon when the whole family would gather around the table for delicious, deep-fried turkey, cornbread 
dressing, and sweet potato pie. The funniest part of the family tradition was that Pat would always wish us 
well by saying: “Remember! Don’t kill anything!” and nearly every time, we did just what she asked!

Joe Morell

Friday the 13th, 1987 impacted my life forever. That night also provided the most precious Christmas just 
six weeks later. A head-on collision on a country road in Ouachita County, Arkansas while on a hunting trip 
changed everything. Sustaining multiple injuries and broken bones, my condition deteriorated to critical 
with a pulmonary embolism which doctors said gave me a 10 % chance of survival. Through the prayers of 
God’s people and the grace of God, I survived with many more orthopedic surgeries to follow.

Christmas 1987 was very special. All things were put in perspective, and I now valued what really counted-
my Lord, my precious wife Jessie, our daughters Kelli and Amy, ages 10 and 9, my family, and a church 
who rallied around us and me as their 34-year-old pastor. Immobilized by casts, a wheelchair, and pain, 
that Christmas took on a whole new meaning for me of what really mattered. The hymns were sweeter, the 
conversations were rich, the relationships were cherished, and the glorious message of Christmas was our 
triumph and hope! Thank you, Lord Jesus!

Dwain Knight

I am blessed to have an abundance of Thanksgiving and Christmas memories. These memories are with 
the family, immediate and extended, in-laws and outlaws. At this late date, I am given misty-eyed reflection 
and gratitude for the goodness of God. That being the case, my thoughts turn outward and back to the 
holidays past. Judy Dobbins told the story of sitting alone at Baylor University in an empty dorm room, 
missing Christmas with family for the first time. She put the vinyl recording of “I’ll be Home for Christmas” 
on the turntable and shed tears for family and friends she missed. I think of my father overseas in World 
War Two, who wondered if he would see his sick father alive again. As I reflect, I am reminded of these two 
holidays with tears in my eyes to know that these celebrations will be eternal for all who know Jesus as 
their Savior. I look forward to the day when we all will be home with the Lord.

Faculty members were asked
to share their Holiday Memories:
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I would like to make a simple report concerning Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary for this 2022-2023 school year.

Our enrollment for this year remains strong. Between the main campus and Extension Learning Centers around the state Fall 
semester enrollment is 118 students. Plans are being made to increase the number of Extension Learning Centers with the 
possibility of placing some outside of Texas.

Our finances remain strong. Thank you for your support.

Trustees have adopted proposed changes in facility plans. Phase 1 will include a new parking lot, security lights, parking in 
front of apartments, and decorative security fencing around all properties. This is approximately a 2-million-dollar project. 
Please help us achieve this goal.

As of the week of February 12, 2023, we will know if we have accreditation with the Association of Biblical Higher Education. 
We HAVE not COMPROMISED and WILL NOT COMPROMISE any of our doctrinal beliefs in the pursuit of accreditation.

Our President, Dr. Ray O. Brooks, will turn 100 in March of 2023. We will celebrate this milestone in the life of Bro. Brooks March 
4 at Calvary Baptist of Henderson and at TBI Commencement in May.

At the end of this school year, the last day of June 2023, Dr. Ray Brooks will become President Emeritus, and Dr. Steve Butler will 
assume the office of President, CEO as per the vote of the Trustees.

Please continue to support financially and prayerfully Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary.

Respectfully submitted, 
Dr. Steve Butler 

CEO/Academic Dean

COURTESY, CONCERN, AND CARE continue to live in the minds 
and hearts of special people, people that concern themselves with 
the needs and feelings of others. I, Ray O. Brooks, herein express my 
sincere appreciation to a lady whom I do not know; but who, with the 
utmost courtesy and concern for this 95-year-old man whom she did 
not know, took care of a present need which was how I would move 
a large watermelon from the shopping cart into my Yukon. As I was 
slowly making my way through the exit; the touch of a hand on my arm 
caused me to stop and look. The pleasant voice of a young, suitably 
dressed woman was asking her son to go with me and put my goods 
into my car. This he did with a smile as quickly as the work was done. I 
ask his name and am sure it is recorded somewhere in my “old-timers” 
brain. How did I get that watermelon into the house? My grandson, 
Craig, was happy to accommodate me for a share of the “booty”.

I write this to express my thanks to my benefactors and to encourage 
myself and all readers to do likewise. The three “C’s” can help turn our 
country around.

Ray O. Brooks

COURTESY, CONCERN, & CARE
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Steve Franklin Vaughn, 87, passed away Monday, July 18, 2022. He 
was born to Knox and Emily Vaughn on October 18, 1934, in Laurel, 
Mississippi. Frank moved to Texas with his family and graduated from 
Irving High School in 1952. He attended TCU until he joined the Army 
and served two years during the Korean Conflict after which he worked 
in the family business Vaughn’s Furniture and Appliance Store in Dallas.

He met Bonnie McNeill in 1956 and in February of 1957, they 
married in his parents’ home in Irving. They lived in Irving where 
their two children, Pamela, and Steve, were born until 1963 when he 
answered the call to preach and moved to attend seminary at Texas 
Baptist Institute & Seminary in Henderson graduating in 1967. While 
attending Seminary, he served as pastor of Farmer’s Academy in Mt. 
Pleasant, TX. He served as pastor of First Baptist Church, Lone Star, 
TX, going on to Ruston, LA, to serve Cypress Springs MBC and while 
there graduated from Louisiana Tech University.

He moved his family to Henderson in 1972 to become an instructor and 
Treasurer for Texas Baptist where he served until 2003. During that 
time, he was also pastor of New Shady Grove MBC in Carthage, TX, until 
he retired after 25 years. He taught Sunday School at Calvary Baptist 
Church, Henderson, TX, for several years until his health required him 
to retire. He was an avid student all his life and loved to learn and share 
his learning with students of the ministry. He and Bonnie traveled and 
enjoyed their retirement.

In an obituary, so much of life is summarized in short 
sentences. To say Bro. Frank Vaughn served as an instructor 
and Treasurer for Texas Baptist grossly understates the 
impact he had on the school. Bro. Vaughn was a true 
visionary. In the 1980s, he acquired funding and began 
implementing state-of-the-art technology that set the tone 
that has remained until today. He invested in the first system 

developed for online learning in the late 1990s! While this 
effort didn’t materialize due to being before its time, this set 
the tone for our early implementation of online learning. 
Over his 30-plus years, he left a legacy that will pay positive 
dividends for years to come. Thank you to the Vaughn family 
for allowing him to serve as a leader, instructor, and mentor 
to so many students, staff, and faculty!

IN LOVING MEMORY

18 OCTOBER 1934 - 18 JULY 2022



Dr. Roger Wayne Stewart, age 56, of 
Texarkana, Arkansas, went home to be with 
his Lord and Savior on Saturday, October 
8, 2022, in El Salvador while on a mission 
trip.

Dr. Stewart was born January 13, 1966, 
in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He was a member 
of Northern Hills Baptist Church and was 
the Secretary-Treasurer of Missions for the 
America Baptist Association. He graduated 
from Northside High School in Ft. Smith, 
Arkansas, in 1984 and continued his 
education at the College of the Ozarks 
and later transferred to the Missionary 
Baptist Seminary in Little Rock, where 
he graduated with his Doctorate degree in 
Theology in 2008. 

Roger devoted his life to serving the Lord 
and teaching others about Jesus. He became 
an ordained minister October 24, 1986. He 
spent thirty-six years in the ministry and 

during that time he went on many mission trips around the world teaching others about 
Jesus. During his years of service, he pastored at five different churches from 1986 until 
2019. Four of those churches were in Arkansas and one was in Michigan.

Dr. Stewart ministered in eleven different countries including Canada, Mexico, Israel, 
Jordan, Greece, Russia, Japan, Philippines, Costa Rica, Columbia, and El Salvador. He loved 
missions, missionaries, preaching mission conferences, seeing men ordained to the ministry, 
encouraging young pastors, seeing churches organize, doing children’s ministries, outreach 
ministries, Southern Gospel music, and hosting tours of the Holy Land. Dr. Stewart was 
ultimately passionate about preaching The Word until all the world hears.

He enjoyed traveling with his wife, Gena, and experiencing the many different cultures. 
Along with their mission work, he also enjoyed hunting, fishing, camping, and being a 
grandfather. Dr. Stewart was one of the happiest men one could meet, always having a smile 
and kind word to share. Roger was always known to be generous and thoughtful, putting 
others before himself.

IN LOVING MEMORY

13 JANUARY 1966 - 8 OCTOBER 2022



As many of you know, I began in the 
office of Business Manager at the 
ministry in Texarkana on October 13th. I 
wish to express my appreciation to Bro. 
Dean Grigsby for his work in the past, to 
Bro Wayne Sewell who has kindly been 

someone I could call at any time, the SS committee for their love 
and involvement in the work, Bro. Mark Clements for his help, 
friendship, and encouragement, and the wonderful employees. 
All these folk have made my entrance much easier. 

The Bogard Press and Bookstore in Texarkana are in good 
condition. The financials are sound and stable. The workforce 
is at near full capacity. The operations are either on schedule 
or near schedule. These facts describe normal and healthy 
operations. 

As I entered the office, as with any ministry, there were 
challenges. We had empty slots in our workforce, but through 
prayer, God provided new employees who well filled those 
slots in a way that only God could have done. Also, there was a 

serious need for updating ministry vehicles. We traded in two 
of our old wore out vehicles for a newer one and made changes 
in the way we use the vehicles. Also, due to a lack of personnel 
and other issues, some of our operations had fallen behind 
schedule. However, through encouragement and a few changes, 
those operations are almost caught up. Recently, a supervisor 
told me she was very proud of her department because they 
had completed and caught up on some work “faster than she 
had ever seen.” Through making changes, other departments 
have also recently caught up on their work. I am very proud 
of our employees and consider it a privilege to work alongside 
them. There remain some issues with operations and with the 
building and grounds as our facilities are aging, but God being 
in control, He will surely meet those needs. 

Again, let me say that the state of the ministry at Texarkana 
is good. Please pray for us as we continue in this great work 
of serving and helping the churches of the American Baptist 
Association in fulfilling the Great Commission.

“Render therefore to all their dues: tribute 
to whom tribute is due; custom to whom 
custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom 
honour,” Romans 13:7.

Paul informed the Christians in Rome 
that one way the world could observe Christ in their activities 
would be through the way they showed respect to their leaders. 
Demonstrating honor toward leaders, whether civil or spiritual, 
fulfills God’s requirement of His children to love other people 
(Romans 13:8). Over the course of its history, God has blessed 
Bogard Press with spiritual leadership worth honoring.

For 29 years, Dr. David Robinson faithfully served the churches of 
the American Baptist Association through his writing for Bogard 
Press. Bro. David wrote diligently while also fulfilling his calling 
as a husband, father, and pastor. The printed units that contained 
his writing number in the millions and only eternity will show 
the number of lives impacted by his writing ministry.

On October 11, 2022, three members of the Baptist Sunday School 
Committee (Phillip Miller, Terry Parrish, and Todd Dornan) 
presented Dr. David Robinson with a plaque of appreciation for 
his 29 years of faithful dedication in writing for Bogard Press. 

This presentation was supposed to have been done at the 2022 
ABA meeting in Orlando, FL, but circumstances prohibited Dr. 
Robinson from attending. The Baptist Sunday School Committee 
and Bogard Press want to say again how much we have 
appreciated the writing of Dr. Robinson. He is sorely missed.

JIM CRAIN
Business Manager

MARK CLEMENTS
Editor in Chief
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ROGER STEWART
Secretary-Treasurer
of Missions

MONTHLY MISSION REPORT - OCTOBER 2022
Truly one of the mighty has fallen. 

In the infinite wisdom of God, Bro. Roger Stewart was promoted to his eternal 
presence with the Lord on October 8th while doing what he loved and did so 
well. The news came abruptly and heavily upon the hearts of family, friends, 
and fellow laborers. We are left to carry on the enormous work of reaching the 
world with the gospel. This was the passion that drove Bro. Roger throughout 
the time of his service to the churches of the American Baptist Association, 
keep preaching until everyone has heard. 

Several times over the last week I have heard it said, “Bro. Roger was a big man”. 
May I add, “a big man with a big burden for a big cause from a big heart who 
leaves big shoes to fill”. If it wasn’t for the even bigger God that we serve, it would 
be futile to pursue the cause that unites us. Bro. Roger knew and made public 
that it wasn’t about him, but about HIM! while he was pointing heavenward. 
This work that he loved and gave his life to has now become our flag to hold 
up. The Standing Missionary Committee AKA The Executive Committee is 
thankful for the many comments of prayers offered up on our behalf. Bro. Roger 
is promoting from Heaven this cause. We hope and pray that you will remain 
faithful in your giving to the mission work of the American Baptist Association.  

Sister Gena and the Stewart family extend their gratitude for the mission 
offerings that have been sent in memory of Bro. Roger and further requests that 
you consider a gracious offering for this year’s Thanksgiving Mission offering. 
We have already begun receiving those offerings and are certain that many 
others will give in his memory. He will surely be missed. We pray for and love 
his precious family and carry on like Roger Stewart would want us to. 

Bro. Edwin D. Button - SMC Chairman

I am overwhelmed by the generosity of the churches and people of the 
American Baptist Association. I have received countless emails, texts, 
messenger messages, calls, and memorials relaying thoughts and prayers over 
the passing of Roger. Although I did not respond to all, I did read them, and I am 
grateful for all of them.  

A lot of family and friends were concerned that I was alone in El Salvador, but 
I assure you that I was not. Although my family, who stayed in constant contact, 

To view previous reports,
visit our website at
www.abamissions.org

P.O. Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050   |   Phone: 903.792.2312   |   Fax: 903.794.1290   |   Email: missions@abamissions.org

BEGINNING BALANCE  $2,447,518.21
RECEIPTS:
 Interstate Salaries                   $69,208.63
 Foreign & National Salaries   $66,981.95
 Designated    $40,268.44
 Undesignated     $10,951.28
TOTAL RECEIPTS   $187,410.30
BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE  $2,634,928.51
DISBURSEMENTS
 Interstate Salaries     $76,341.25
 Foreign Salaries     $27,349.38
 National Salaries     $25,870.00
 Designated     $40,023.44
	 Sal/Exp	of	Sec-Treas.	Office
	 	 Office	Salaries	 $13,020.10
	 	 General	Office	 					$14,747.73
  Automobile Expense         $825.36
  Sec/Treas. Expenses      $1,179.39
  Postage $5,197.25
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $204,553.90   
BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD  $ 2,430,374.61       
SURPLUS FOR OCTOBER  ($17,143.60)

was not physically with me, I was surrounded by people who cared for me and saw to all my needs. 
I will be forever grateful to Bro. and Sister Julio Anzora, Justin Gray from Prattville, AL, Louis Cortez, 
Dr. Miguel, and the hotel staff. Bro. Julio and Justin were literally holding me up while the hospital staff 
worked on my husband. Louis Cortez is a lawyer who looked over every paper that I had to sign and 
was my spokesperson for the funeral home and the embassy in El Salvador after I left the country. Dr. 
Miguel came to the hotel after hours and took care of Roger and stayed until midnight one night. The 
sweet ladies at the hotel checked on me several times a day and even gave me a gift the day I left. I 
would also like to thank the Macedonian Medical Team who made sure I was physically well.   

Here is a picture of the last time Roger spoke on October 6, 2022. 

Furthering the Gospel, 
Gena Stewart 

Philippines 1:12
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Spring Semester begins January 10, 2023, at 7:30 a.m. and ends May 5, 2023. It 
is going to be a great semester on campus, online, and at Extension Learning 
Centers around the state. 

IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO APPLY AND REGISTER!!! We are still receiving 
inquiries and applications. Dr. Steve Butler – CEO/Academic Dean; Bro. Jimmy 
Jones – Registrar; Paula Sweeney – Academic Assistant; and Nicole Kocher – 
Administrative Assistant are waiting to help you.

Information concerning classes offered in the Spring Semester is provided 
in this issue of The Baptist Monitor to help you see that we are serious about 
EQUIPPING individuals for God’s work, the work of the MINISTRY.

As a reminder, you are not required to take a full load of classes. It is up to you 
and your situation.

If we can help you, PLEASE CONTACT US!!!

2022-2023 Class Schedule - Spring



COURSE NAME DESCRIPTION

BNT 4032 NT Interpretation 
II

This course provides principles, methods, and tools for the interpretation of the New 
Testament, with emphasis on the exegesis of the text in its historical and cultural settings.

BTH 2032 Christian 
Doctrine II

This is a study of salvation; the person and work of the Holy Spirit in salvation, the 
establishment and work of New Testament churches, and eschatology.   This is also a  study 
of the origin, doctrine, and practice of the chief cults, with instruction on evangelizing the 
captives and defending the faith.

BTH 5032 Systematic 
Theology II

An introduction to the doctrine of redemption, the doctrine of the church, and the doctrine 
of the future.

LIT 3035 Intro to Literature The study of literature is important because it improves reading skills and the reading of 
quality literature develops other skills useful in ministry. This class prepares students to 
read and analyze texts and to interpret texts articulately, intelligently, and persuasively 
in both discussion and writing. The course grounds students in the skills crucial to their 
success as lifetime learners.

BNT 3031 NT Interpretation 
I

This course provides principles, methods, and tools for the interpretation of the New 
Testament, with emphasis on the exegesis of the text in its historical and cultural settings.

BNT 5036 Pauline Epistles An in-depth study of Paul and his Letters with special attention to the historical, literary, 
and theological themes of the Pauline Letters.

EDU 3035 Teaching Adults Teaching Adults is designed to equip adult teachers with skills to effectively teach the 
Bible to adults.

HIS 4035 History of 
Preaching

This course is an examination and analysis of preaching throughout Christian history. 
The course focuses on sermon context and delivery in various historical and cultural 
contexts, as well as contemporary applications.

MIN 3037 Minister’s Life 
and Family

This course is designed to build a biblical foundation for the personal and family life of a 
minister.

COM 1022 English Comp II This course provides training in the process of writing essays. It teaches the steps for 
writing an essay which includes preparation, research, and detailed planning.

MTH 2025 Finite Math In this course, basic math skills are taught from the primary perspective of basic budgeting, 
forecasting, and financial management in churches and nonprofit organizations. In 
addition, these skills will be applied to personal and family financial planning.

BOT 5036 Job & 
Ecclesiastes

The course will cover the exegetical issues of Job and Ecclesiastes.  The student will 
develop cultural and historical contexts, authorship, and literary characteristics.  The 
student will also discover the meaning of the text and how to apply it in teaching and 
preaching.

BIN 5035 Canonics This is a study of how we received the Bible. The many variables that brought Scripture 
together through the ages will be explored.

LAN 3232 Hebrew II This course focuses on the Hebrew verbal system, especially the Qal and other derived 
stems. Also, the course will continue the development of translation applications and 
skills with simple Hebrew expressions and selected Old Testament texts.

LAN 4135 Greek V An introductory course to New Testament Greek Exegesis, building upon the foundation 
of the Greek exegetical syntax course (LAN 4134 – Greek IV).

BIN 1026 Bible Bkgd & 
Geography

A study of the manner, customs, and geography of the Bible times.
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COURSE NAME DESCRIPTION

PHI 2025 Intro to 
Worldview 
Studies

This study is designed to confront false world views that dominate our post-modern world 
and help students to think Biblically in today’s culture.

LAN 3133 Greek III Greek III is the continuation of Greek II, using Ray Summers Text, Essentials of New 
Testament Greek. Chapters 25-33, Imperative mood, vocabulary studies, Bible translation 
and Word Studies, Greek in Sermon Preparation.

MIN 4035 Conflict 
Resolution

This course studies The Moses Way, a Pastor-Directed Model, and its leadership principles 
to comprehensively assist the Pastor and ministry leader to successfully address conflict 
in their church and ministry. It will also interact with several other conflict models used in 
and outside the church as a point of comparison and evaluation.

YTH 2036 Youth Counseling Practical application of the Biblical principles and practices to the various problems 
impacting children and youth will be given mainly by case studies.

BOT 1025 Pentateuch Module A - The course will cover the exegetical issues of Genesis. The student will develop 
the cultural-historical contexts, authorship, and literary characteristics. The student will 
also discover the meaning of the text and how to apply it in teaching and preaching. 
 
Module B - This is an expository historical study of Old Testament events, nations, and 
people as they are revealed in the Bible.

BNT 1036 Romans/
Galatians

The course will focus on the exegesis and content of the books of Romans and Galatians. 
It will assist the student in learning the fundamental doctrines contained within these 
books, using proper exegetical, hermeneutical, and expository methods of interpretation.

EDU 6036 Educational 
Psychology

Investigation of psychological principles as applied to the teaching and learning processes 
and as used in developing teaching strategies.

MIS 3037 Theology of 
Missions

Module A - Explore the Plan of God for Churches and how they work together scripturally.   
Module B - Explore the global theology of missions and evangelism found within the 
framework of both the Old and New Testaments and affirmed by the early churches.

MIS 4037 Intercultural 
Communication

This course examines various aspects of culture and intercultural communication for the 
purpose of preparing students to effectively communicate the gospel and biblical truths 
cross-culturally.

BNT 2025 I, II Corinthians This course will cover an explanation of the purpose, content, teaching, and practical 
application of the book, and assist the student in developing expository skills.

BNT 4035 James/Hebrews Module A:  The course will focus on the exegesis and content of the Book of James. It 
will assist the student in learning the fundamental doctrines contained within the book of 
James, using proper exegetical, hermeneutical, and expository methods of interpretation. 
Module B:  The course will focus on the exegesis and content of the Book of Hebrews. 
It will assist the student in learning the fundamental doctrines contained within the 
book of Hebrews, using proper exegetical, hermeneutical, and expository methods of 
interpretation.

EDU 6038 Teaching Adults An in-depth investigation of the Adult Learner

MIN 3035 Intro to Christian 
Ministry

This is a study of practical aspects and activities of the ministry in a local Baptist Church.

MIS 3035 Missions in the 
Local Church

This course will explore scripturally and practically the Biblical mandate for a global 
mission as the motivating and driving identity and living DNA of every local church.

BNT 1026 I & II Timothy , 
Titus

This is a study of the Pastoral Epistles focusing on practical application to ministry and 
leadership.
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COURSE NAME DESCRIPTION

BNT 2027 Ephesians - 
Colossians

This is an expository examination of the letters of Ephesians and Colossians.

EDU 6037 Educational 
Administration

An in-depth look at Educational Administration within the local church.

HOM 6037 Evangelistic 
Preaching

A study of the distinctives and dynamics of evangelistic proclamation.

HOM 6038 Pastoral 
Preaching

A study of the role of the pastor as it relates to Biblical preaching and teaching in the life 
of the local church.

MIN 3036 Special Services/
Preaching 
Practicum

This is a study of the practical aspects and activities of the ministry in a local Baptist 
Church.

PSY 4035 General 
Psychology

This course is designed to provide an overview of human behavior from a Christian 
counseling perspective.  Topics include, but are not limited to, sensation, perception, 
learning, cognition, emotion, and social psychology.

YTH 1037 Teaching Children This course is a study of the development of children from birth through fifth grade and 
explores effective teaching methods based on their developmental traits. This study also 
addresses how to create proper safety protocols and a classroom atmosphere.

YTH 2037 Youth Ministry 
Practicalities

This course examines student and youth culture of the age groups and effective ways of 
communicating essential Bible precepts to them. This course also teaches cooperative ways 
for ministries and parents to reinforce truth, values, and responsibilities both should teach.

MUS 1012 Applied Music II Applied Music II is a follow-up to MUS 1011 (Applied Music I).  The student will select from 
one of three areas (voice, piano, or guitar) as a continued point of development. One-on-one 
instruction will be given to the student advancing the student’s skills in the selected area.

BNT 2026 I, II, III John & Jude This is an expository examination of the letters I, II, & III John and Jude.

MUS 1021 Elementary 
Harmony II

Harmony I is a continuation of Elementary Harmony (MUS 1011). Subjects covered are 
compound meter, music intervals, triads and seventh chords, melody harmonization, and 
cadences. Upon completion, the student will be equipped to study chord progression and 
tonal harmony.

BNT 1035 Gospels An introductory study of the Gospels, with an emphasis on the life and teachings of Jesus 
Christ, including his pre-existence, birth, ministry, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, and the 
major themes of his teaching. An introduction to each Gospel will be explored, along with a 
detailed review of the similarities and differences of the Gospels.

BNT 3035 I & II Peter This course will cover an explanation of the purpose, content, teaching, and practical 
application of the book, and assist the student in developing expository skills.

EDU 4035 Education 
Psychology

This course is designed to provide an overview of psychological principles from a biblical 
perspective as they relate to learning and education.

LAN 2121 Greek I Greek I, Elementary Greek using Ray Summers Text Book, Essentials of New Testament Greek. 
Chapters 1-16 Students begin grammar studies, Greek vocabulary memory, and elementary 
translation.

MUS 2025 Practical Worship Using biblical principles as a basis, the student is guided through the practical application of 
these concepts in a modern church setting. Topics include worship service planning, adding 
new elements to worship services, and the many roles of a worship leader while serving in a 
local church.

MUS 2014 Applied Music IV Applied Music IV is a follow-up to MUS 2013 (Applied Music III). The student will select from 
one of three areas (voice, piano, or guitar) as a continued development point. One-on-one 
instruction will be given to the student advancing the student’s skills in the selected area.
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MBA OF TEXAS MISSION REPORTS - NOVEMBER 2022 
Editor: Daniel (Danny) Mendoza

What a great year this has been!

Special thanks to Bro. Curtis Gilbert and Bro. Paul 
Clark for their help during my transition into this 
position. Thanks also to our churches who have 
been so supportive financially!  During the 2021-
2022 fiscal year, 146 churches and individuals 
supported the MBA on a regular basis. Thanks to 

the 52 churches, mission rallies, and local association meetings who 
allowed me to share the mission work with them!

At the State meeting, all state-supported missionaries, their sending 
church pastors, and families met to discuss past successes and 
upcoming expectations. Each missionary and pastor was given a book 
about improving as disciples who disciple others. Each church will 
review it and make plans to implement some of the ideas in their works.

Fellowship Baptist Mission - Conroe

F.B.M.-C. closes out 2022 with gratitude to Fellowship 
MBC, Pasadena, for their sponsorship and Pastor Joe 
Bozarth who is stepping down from leadership due 
to cancer. We are thankful for pastor Justin Gatlin, 
Alvin MBC, for stepping in to provide leadership as 
they seek a new man to lead them to organization.

Lifeline Baptist Church - Mansfield

Crossroads BC, Crowley, TX, has merged with us 

bringing 2 members and 5 acres of land with them. 

We have a buyer for the land under a Letter of 

Intent for $550,000!

We had our first official Faith Promise Missions 

conference and committed $16,532.  

We were blessed with 12 saved and 4 baptized!

Lifeline hired a student minister, Bro Jase Fuller, a student at Texas 

Baptist.

Our missionary, Robert Baidya in Bangladesh, has led over 180 souls 

to Christ.

Landmark MBC - Rockdale

We are so grateful for your continued 

support! This year started with our 

fellowship hall remodel using TMD 

funds. Following the remodel, we had 

Revival services. 7 united with our 

church in 2022. My son was saved in 

May! I had the privilege of baptizing my daughter, son, and nephew!

We continue to have first-time visitors. We are praying about how our 

church can minister directly to our community. We expanded our 

facilities by adding a small modular building. 

288 Church Planting - Greg Devine

Thanks to Unity MBC of Richwood, for 

their faith. If you think your church is too 

small or limited to do big things for God, 

the members of Unity would beg to differ. 

May their example be an encouragement 

to take steps of faith to see new churches established.

God used us to lead a total of 5 people to Christ.

We have made a connection with Pregnancy Help Center. There, I 

lead a Bible study for young men and the Center allows us to use their 

building at no cost on Sunday mornings.

We have held Sunday evening Bible studies in our home since May. 

This group has averaged in the high teens. 

Sunday morning services in Lake Jackson began October 9. A total of 

28 gathered with us that day.

M.B.S.F. Texas Tech University

We have been holding Monday night Bible Studies 

at the Student Union Building and have averaged 7 

students. Our building fund has grown to $35,000. 

We are extremely excited to be this close to getting 

a house for the MBSF but still need more help. We 

need to average $4,500/month. We are about $1,000 short. With God’s 

blessing, it is not beyond the realm of possibility for us to have a house 

for our MBSF by the spring semester!

Shiloh MBC - San Antonio

God has blessed us with 11 professions of faith, 7 

baptisms, and $55,409 for our church building 

(including $35,674 from TMD) in 2022! We also 

received a second church van! Our Haven of 

Hope ministry is growing averaging 8 van riders. 

Attendance has never been better, and the fellowship is sweet. Our 

sending church, Northside BC, Snyder, TX, is so good to us. We are 

thankful for the support, love, and prayers!

Borderland Baptist Church - El Paso

Our son-in-law, Raul Rivera, surrendered 

to the ministry in 2021. It is a great joy 

watching him grow. We were blessed with 

our first grandchild in May! In addition, 

our oldest son returned and asked to be restored to fellowship!! Raul 

and our daughter led 2 nephews and 2 nieces to the Lord! Without 

knowing our need for one, Brook Besor MBC, Andrews, TX, blessed us 

with a projector! 

Someone from our past ministry is now stationed here and attending 

Bible study. We are considering property near us. Plans are underway 

for our annual Christmas Outreach. We distribute humanitarian aid, 

Bibles, and tracts in El Paso and Juarez, Mexico. Christmas morning 

our congregation provides breakfast and prayers throughout the city.
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“Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I thank my God, making mention of thee always 
in my prayers, hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast 
toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints;” (PHILEMON 1:3-6). 
The faithful, consistent giving from our supporting churches for 
the last 50 YEARS has made TMD very successful in financially 
helping our MBA Missions and struggling churches with their 
land and building needs. Presently, TMD has presented over 
THREE AND A QUARTER MILLION DOLLARS to our projects!

We are so sincerely excited for your participation and support. 
We rejoice also for your eager help on the selecting of our 
quarterly projects. There are many needs for financial help 
on buildings and lands among our supporters. We continue to 
receive many requests each year from churches and missions 
needing this financial help. We regret that we can only help 
those projects receiving a majority vote.

Greetings to you all in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We are happy to be able to tell you that the 
work of Texas Mission Builders is going very well. Three projects have recently been completed and all involved 
are happy to have things moving along so well. Thanks to you for all your help in this work. Thank you for your 
prayers. Without them, this ministry could not be a blessing to the churches. Thank you for your offerings. Without 
them, the ministry could not afford to do the work. God is so very good and all praise goes to Him for your help.

Sickness did not allow the Smiths to attend the State Meeting. They certainly missed seeing everyone and the great blessing that would 
have been. Maybe next year!

The three projects recently completed were Heritage MBC, Tyler, TX; East Side MBC, Jacksonville, TX; and Logansport MBC, Logansport, 
LA. Please keep all our workers in your prayers. They work hard every day. May God bless them every day.

One last unfortunate thing to share is that Mrs. Lambert, Bro. Rushing Lambert’s wife, passed away unexpectedly after having back 
surgery. Please pray for him and their family.

The Third Quarter TMD Funds Presentation was made at the 
MBA of Texas Messenger Meeting in Mt. Pleasant, TX. Pictured 
left to right: Bro. Jim Slocumb, TMD, Bro. John Wisener, Pastor, 
Chapelwood MBC, Huntsville, TX, Bro. Henry Sims, Pastor, 
Kirbyville MBC, and Bro. Bennie Boles, Pastor, Rocky Springs MBC.

TEXAS MISSION DEVELOPMENT
Jim Slocumb

2022 was a RECORD YEAR as we joyfully celebrated our 50th ANNIVERSARY!

Those receiving TMD help this last year are as follows:

4th Quarter 2021 Woodglen MBC, Spring, TX------------------------------------------------------$40,463.31

1st Quarter 2022 Missionary Baptist, Corsicana, TX ----------------------------------------------$36,460.47

2nd Quarter 2022 Shiloh Baptist Mission, San Antonio, TX ------------------------------------- $35,674.31

3rd Quarter 2022 Chapelwood MBC and Woodville MBC -----------------------------------------$30,384.29

TOTAL FOR THE YEAR --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- $142,982.38

These projects were very grateful for the faithful giving of our TMD supporters which now number nearly 150. We sincerely commend 
and love all of them. Please join us as we pray that more of our Texas churches will consider joining us in our mission of helping our 
TEXAS MISSIONS AND CHURCHES. We sincerely thank you all for your prayers and faithfulness. Our 4th Quarter Project is Sulphur 
Springs MBC, Mt. Enterprise, TX.

TEXAS MISSION BUILDERS
East Side Baptist Church / Leroy & Mary Smith
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The Navarro County District Ladies Auxiliary met for a quarterly meeting at 
Walnut St. MBC in Hillsboro, TX, August 6, 2022. Churches represented were: 
Pursley MBC, Purdon; Hubbard MBC, Hubbard; Second Ave MBC, Corsicana; and 
Westview MBC, Gatesville.

Business meeting was conducted. Offering was designated for the Texarkana 
Children’s Home. The ladies of the hosting church presented a program entitled 
Women’s Weekend. They portrayed having a God-neglecting, ungrateful, and 
selfish weekend, loving the things of the world. We were reminded that we should 
always be thankful for what we have and what God provides for us. Bro. Alan Boyd 
brought a message about Jonah: God has a plan for us; don’t run from God. Follow 
God’s plan. God will be there for us. We enjoyed delicious food and fellowship.

We also had a Quarterly meeting Oct 22, 2022 at Pursley MBC, Purdon, TX. 
Churches Represented: Hubbard MBC, Hubbard; Second Ave. MBC, Corsicana; 
Walnut St., Hillsboro; and Westview MBC, Gatesville. Business meeting was 
conducted. Offering was designated for State Missions. Pursley women presented 
a program entitled, Finding Your Way. It had a lighthouse theme. It illustrated how 
God is our light and our navigator through darkness in life as is the lighthouse 
for ships. Pastor Chet Brake read from Psalms 107, 23:29. God will see us through 
rough waters and tough times. God is in control. He is with us always. Only Trust 
Him. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Jan 22, 2023 at Westview MBC, Gatesville, TX. 
Everyone is welcome. You will be blessed. And as always, we will have great food 
and fellowship.

Second Ave, in Corsicana will be having their live nativity scene Dec. 9-11, 2022, 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m.

NAVARRO COUNTY DISTRICT LADIES AUX

PRAISE THE LORD!! Ladies you were such a blessing this year to the MBSF at Texas 
Tech! We presented a check for $12,811 to Bro. Steven Haney and his sponsoring 
church’s pastor, Bro. Monty Hillard, at the MBA of Texas Messenger Meeting in Mt. 
Pleasant, TX. We surpassed our goal of $12,000!

TEXAS TECH MBSF

PASTOR:
Bethel BC - Clayton, TX

Bethel MBC - Wilmar, AR
Butterfield MBC, Malvern, AR
Calvary MBC - Sherman, TX

Eastgate MBC - Greenwood, MS
Ebenezer MBC - Henderson, TX

First MBC - Bakersfield, CA
Flatwoods MBC - Mt. View, AR

Green Mountain MBC - Rutland, VA
Hillcrest MBC - Paris, TX

Landmark MBC - Lakewood, CO
Landmark MBC - Mt. Enterprise, TX
Liberty Hill MBC - Mt. Pleasant, TX
Maple Springs BC - Logansport, LA

Mercer BC - Mercer, PA
New Hope MBC - Moss Hill, TX

Nyssa First MBC - Nyssa, OR
Poyen MBC - Poyen, AR

ASSOCIATE PASTOR and/or 
YOUTH  LEADER:
Alto MBC - Alto, TX

Calvary BC - Henderson, TX
Calvary MBC - Silsbee, TX

Flatwoods MBC - Mt. View, AR
Hatley MBC - Amory, MS

Johntown MBC - Bogata, TX
Loan Oak MBC - Plant City, FL

Sublett Road MBC - Arlington, TX
Veal Switch MBC - Hughes Springs, TX

BI-VOCATIONAL MUSIC & YOUTH
Rocky Springs MBC - Dialville, TX

SERVANTS NEEDED 
Contact the Texas Baptist

office for more info.
The following are ministry opportunities 
that have been submitted for publication. 
Inclusion on this list does not necessarily 

constitute an endorsement by Texas 
Baptist Institute & Seminary. For contact 
information for any of these, email info@

tbi.edu or call 903.657.6543.





A 
n area of archaeology and 
anthropology that seems to receive 
too little attention is the area of art and 

life among children. In our pursuit to discover 
facets of previous civilizations we sometimes 
overlook our heirs to culture.

In honor of these important people this month 
we feature a ‘toy chariot’. This toy chariot is 
from the middle Bronze Age and is believed 
by some to be the ‘merchantman wagon’ of 
the days of Abraham. These toy chariots are 
found throughout the Near East in locations 
from Turkey to Syria and Israel. Each age has 
its own unique style of toy reflecting mobility 
even to this day where we find Tonka Toys and 
Hot Wheels. 

FACTS ABOUT THE FACTS
by John Melancon
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T 
he promise of the perpetuity of the church 
by Jesus has continuously remained intact 
until this very day. However, variances have 

been adopted by schisms within and without of that 
church body.

The earliest disciples had held Jesus, walked with 
Him, and learned directly from Him. This fostered 
a dedication that was unrivaled in the church age. 
Dedication and devotion marked the church as a 
unique body through the early portion of the church 
age. Martyrdom was common and fervor for the 
Lord ran rampant. However, during the days of the 
Byzantine church, the pureness of parts of the church 

strayed amongst many that identified themselves as 
Christians. This is easily identified in Deuteronomy 4:2 
as adding to or subtracting from the Word of God.

Consider that the problem ran from Judaism into 
Christianity as Pharisees and Sadducees. The 
Pharisees added to the Word by adding rules that 
were not given in the Word, such as additional rules 
for Sabbath. The Sadducees subtracted from the 
Word by removing doctrines such as the resurrection. 
These problems have been accrued under the name 
of Christianity throughout the church age. While 
some remain steadfast to the Word of God alone, 
other groups have identified under Christianity while 
compromising the foundations of the Word. In the 
next issue, we will begin to trace the historical church 
that remained true to the foundation Jesus laid.

CHURCH HISTORY
by John Melancon

The Antiquity Encounter Museum 
at Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary 
is open for tours by appointment. 
Contact Dr. John Melancon at 
jmelancon@tbi.edu. You may also 
contact Texas Baptist to schedule an 
appointment at 903-657-6543.

CHANGE
CHANGE

PHOTO
PHOTO

Toy Chariot - Middle Bronze Age
(Believed to be the ‘merchantman 

waton’ of the days of Abraham)



I 
t seems impossible to me that I have now lived in this 
house  for 22 years. We moved in the week of Thanksgiving 
in 1999. Good grief! That was the last century! That makes 

me sound really old. The grandkids all grew up here… so many 
memories. We had Day Camp in place of Bible School in the back. 
Kids from all over town came to that. We’ve had goats, chickens, 
ducks, donkeys, miniature horses, peacocks, guineas, pigs, and 
llamas not to mention all the dogs.

Darrel was the one that wanted a house to call his own. I’m kind 
of weird, I guess, but I was always happy in the parsonage. I just 
knew God owned them all no matter whose name was on the 
deed. Darrel kept telling me that he wouldn’t always pastor and 
that we needed a place to “land.” Turns out he was right. I am so 
thankful he followed through. He bought this little cabin from his 
cousin Bruce and moved it onto the land. The plan was to fix it 
up as we could afford to. So many people helped us. So, so many. 
There were two things I knew I wanted if I ever had my own house. 
I wanted it bright inside, with no dark paneling, and I wanted 
an upstairs. I 
always thought 
if a person went 
up and down 
the stairs every 
day it would 
keep the joints 
moving! And, 
I had plans for 
my joints!!

Things have a way of changing in this ol’ life. It is good that we 
can’t see the future, or we’d be crazy trying to figure out how 
to deal with it. I think I am more thankful this thanksgiving than 
I have ever been. Last year was a nightmare. There is no other 
way to describe it. I realize now, looking back, in the midst of it all, 
God’s blessings came in abundance. I guess the worse things are, 
the more He shines. Turns out the Hallmark movies aren’t real. 
Pain is real. Hurt is real. Sickness is real. And God is real.

It makes me crazy when I hear people talk about how they don’t 
understand how a merciful God could let bad stuff happen. 
You never hear “Satan’s at work again, that ol’ serpent.” My little 
Sydney was staying with me for a while. I was ironing and she 
was “sewing.” I had to run out of the room for a minute and I said 
“Sydney, do not touch that iron, it will hurt you.” I was only gone 
for 2 minutes, but when I got back, she was sitting in the corner 
holding her hand, obviously trying not to cry. I went to her, and 
she immediately started crying and saying she was sorry she 

touched the iron. I loved on her, and we got medicine and band-
aids. Soon all was well. I was just thinking how that is much like 
us and God. He gets blamed for punishing us when in reality we 
have just disobeyed what He said, we make really poor choices, 
and then we experience the consequences. He doesn’t want us 
hurt. That’s why He sets up guidelines for us. I did not take the 
iron and burn Sydney to punish her for not minding me. I would 
never do that! The pain came as a result of her not doing as I had 
warned her what would happen, and I didn’t want her hurt. Our 
Father does the same for us.

I never dreamed when we bought this land for Day Camp that it 
would be the blessing it is. I never dreamed of having a house to 
call my own, though I still know it is His. He took a little cabin and 
turned it into a home. He is so good to me. Michael and Tammy 
live next door. Sarah did her “courting” in our living room. Her 
friends were always welcome here. I loved it. My granddaughter 
Katelyn and her husband Colton got married in our living room. 
They are now building a house beside me. Isn’t that the BEST! 
And there is room for more should they want to come.

“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things 
at all times having all that you 
need, you will abound in 
every good work.”

She was sitting in the corner holding 
her hand, obviously trying not to cry.
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Dr. Brooks 100th
Birthday Campaign

Thanks to some VERY GENEROUS donations, the Alumni 
Campaign and the Back-to-School Campaign goals have been 
met!

The Alumni Association Committee would like to issue a new 
challenge to alumni. Since his birthday is not until March 7, 2023, 
and the life and ministry of Bro. Ray O. Brooks is the embodiment 
of I Timothy 1:17, they would like to challenge all alumni to help 
in reaching a DOUBLE HONOR goal of $200,000! If you have 
questions about this or any campaign, please contact Robert 
Wallace at 903.657.6543 or rwallace@tbi.edu.

P. O. Box 570

Henderson, TX  75653-0570
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Join us in celebrating 
Dr. Brooks 100th birthday!

March 4th @ 10am
Calvary Baptist,
Henderson, TX


