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DR. RAY O. BROOKS
President

WHERE THERE IS A WILL, 
THERE IS A WAY

The time was 1927; the place was Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. The what, why, and 
how are tied to a desire connected to a 
most amazing woman, my mother and her 
journey. 

My parents, Jack and Lalia Brooks, 6 year old daughter, Tommye; 
5  year old son, Ray and 3 year old daughter, Elvice all lived on a 
rural route near Barry, Texas.  Lalia’s mother, Mary Ray, lived in 
Conway, Arkansas about three hundred miles from Barry, Texas.

School was out; mother took us three kids to see Grandmother; 
and Daddy stayed home to care for the livestock and the crops.

Mother loaded the three kids and necessary supplies into the 
Model “T” Ford which Jack Brooks had bought a few years 
before their marriage in 1920; said “good-by” and began the trip 
to grandmother’s house.

All went well. The visit was over and it was time to go home.

My amazing Mother planned a side trip for her young children 
to enjoy a little time on a mountain in Hot Springs. As she turned 
on the mountain road, the “powerful” engine died and would not 
restart.   

Why? The “why” was built in -- Inventor Henry Ford mounted 
the gas tank above and behind the engine just in front of the 
windshield, and depended on gravity to fuel the engine.

My amazing mother thought, “I could drive in reverse and the 
gas would flow back to the engine. I could back up, all the way 
to the top!”

Where there is a will; there is a way.  She paid a man to back her 
1918 Ford with mother and three children up to the top of the 
mountain. She did drive down and continued her drive home to 
the open arms of husband and father, Jack Brooks.

“Concerning Phebe, a servant of the Church at Rome; Paul wrote, 
‘Ye assist her in whatsoever business she have need of you.’” 
Romans 16:2

Sign up for Ally, 
Alumni, Baptist Monitor 
and other E-News at:

tbi.edu/signup



MISSION: Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary equips saints to do the work of ministry through a Biblically-
based higher education in harmony with the Bible doctrines of the American Baptist Association to 
advance the Kingdom of God through the local church ministry of fulfilling the Great Commission.

EQUIP - ADVANCE - FULFILL

DR. STEVE BUTLER
CEO / Academic Dean

Y 
es, school starts very soon 
- August 16. We invite you 
to attend Opening Day, listen 

to our guest speaker, David Smith, 
at 11:00 a.m. and then join us for 
lunch. The day before Opening 
Day we will have New Student 

Orientation from 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. and then Texas 
Baptist Family Kick-Off Fellowship at 6:00 p.m. This 
is a great time for the Faculty to meet new Students 
and begin to build those relationships that are so very 
necessary at Texas Baptist.

We do have new students who are planning to take 
classes in all areas of modality. Several of our students 
live not only around the United States but around the 
world. It is exciting to teach the variety of students we 
have at Texas Baptist.

New faculty members who will begin teaching this year 
include: Justin Gatlin (Christian Doctrine I, OT Bible 
Survey), Jonathan Johnson (Discipleship & Spiritual 
Formation), Tommy Estes (Pastoral Counseling), Susan 
Magourik (Teaching Children), & David Thompson 
(Graduate level - Social Concerns).

ROBERT WALLACE
VP of Advancement

H 
ere we go again! We are gearing up for what 
will be year 21 for me as a faculty member 
and/or administrator at Texas Baptist. It is 

amazing how much different things are now than they 
were then. There is no way I could have ever imagined 
how much God would do in and through this ministry 
when I first started. He has definitely been faithful!

With that being said, it is time again for our 
annual Back-to-School Campaign. Funds 
received for this campaign help us start 
the school year on a positive note. Our 
goal this year is $15,000. Any and 
all help is appreciated! Donations 
can be made at tbi.edu/give or 
by mailing a check to P.O. Box 570, 
Henderson, TX, 75653.

We have been pleased with the response so far 
to the Alumni Association campaign to honor Bro. Ray 
Brooks, our President, who will be turning 100 years old in March! His 
legacy speaks for itself. It has been an honor for me both as a student 
and serving as an administrator alongside him during my time here. It 
has been fun hearing the appreciation for him from some of the ones 
that have already given to this goal. We can’t wait to celebrate with him 
in March, 2023!

1300 Longview Dr.
Henderson, TX 75652 tbi.edu



DR. RAY O. BROOKS
President
Brileytown MBC formed on Sunday October 10, 2021, with twenty three 
members by the authority of Long Branch MBC of Long Branch, Texas and by 
the hard work of Associate Pastor Steve Owen and Missionary Randy Stokes. 
The church serves under the name Brileytown Missionary Baptist Church and 
fellowships with the 
Mt. Zion Association, 

Missionary Baptist Association of Texas, 
and the American Baptist Association. 
Since her organization nine have been 
added by baptism and some by transfer of 
membership. Her membership now holds at 
thirty eight. 

Ray O. Brooks, pastor of sponsoring church.

There has been much excitement 
over the release of Dr. David 
Proctor’s latest book, PREACHING 
THE TEXT DRIVEN SERMON To 
The Text Driven Generation: A 
Fresh look at the Preparation, 
Development, and Proclamation 
of the Expository Sermon.  
The book was published by 
International Christian Publishers, 
Bill Johnson editor. The book can 
be ordered through International 
Christian Publishers at www.
icplit.org. The cost of the book is 
$24.99 plus shipping. For more 
details, contact Dr. Bill Johnson at 
International Christian Publishers.

Dr.Proctor’s book offers the following : Substantiation of Expository 
Preaching; The Historical Factor, Investigation; The Hermeneutical 
Factor, Illumination; The Spiritual Factor, Organization; The 
Homiletical Factor, Clarification; The Illustrational Factor, 
Proclamation; The Oratorical Factor, and much more. This latest 
book by Dr. Proctor will also serve as a textbook in some of his 
Preaching courses taught at Texas Baptist. 

What others are saying about this book:

“I feel honored to recommend this excellent book to all God 
called pastors.” Dr.Ray O Brooks, President of Texas Baptist.

“This book rings with an authentic sound of one who week by 
week is crafting Christ centered sermons for a congregation as 
well as teaching pastors in the classroom. The book will be a 
useful tool for new preachers and an interesting refresher for 
veterans.” Dr.Michael Duduit, Dean of students at Clamp Divinity 

School, and editor of Preaching Magazine.

“I sat under his teachings at the seminary and use his homiletical 

methods each week for sermon preparation. Dr.Proctor has 
produced a resource that is both practical and useful for 
the new Bible student and the seasoned pastor and teacher.” 
Paul Denny, Texas Baptist graduate and pastor of Second Avenue 
Baptist Church, Corsicana, Tx.

“I highly recommend this book as a guide for instructors who 
teach the art and science of preaching or for anyone desiring to 
preach God’s Word more efficiently.” John Bryant, Pastor, Eastside 
Missionary Baptist Church, and Instructor at Texas Baptist.

“Dr. David Proctor has provided an excellent resource in 
Preaching the Text Driven Sermon to the Text Driven Generation. 
Dr. Proctor has given proclaimers of the Good news a readable, 
practical (the examples found throughout the work and the 
sermon template on page 139 are tremendously helpful) book 
to make the Scriptures come alive in both the study and in the 
sanctuary.” Dr. Kelvin Moore, Professor of Old Testament at Union 
University, Jackson, TN. and author of the books, The Old Testament 
for the 21st Century and The New Testament for the 21st Century, 

“In addition to defining and summarizing biblical examples of 
expository preaching, Dr. David Proctor helps preachers, both 
rookie and experienced, see the value of text driven, Spirit 
empowered, life changing preaching. His teaching has started 
a transformation in preaching in the churches served by his 
students.” Dr. Bill Johnson, President of I.C.P.

“This book is refreshing in its singular focus on expository 
preaching. After a biblical defense of such preaching, Dr. Proctor 
presents practical instruction concerning signficant aspects of 
preparation and proclamation. Dr. Proctor provides examples 
and questions along the way to help us think and apply the 
instruction. The added appendices provide usable resources.” 
Dr. David. Olford, Author of Anointed Expository Preaching and 
noted Professor of Preaching.

The Baptist Monitor4



That’s it! You should receive email confirmation. 
Please direct any questions or problems with 

the sign up process to: it@tbi.edu

How to Join
• Go to alumni.tbi.edu & click the ‘Join Now’ button 

underneath ALUMNI

STEP 1

• Last, enter your Billing Address & Payment Info, then 
click ‘Submit and Check Out’ near the bottom of the 
page.

STEP 4

• Log in with an existing Google account or choose 
‘Click here to login’

STEP 3

• Click the ‘Select’ button beside ALUMNI

STEP 2

Brooks 100th
Birthday Campaign

Bro. Brooks will be 100 March 7, 2023! 
We are asking other Alumni to help us 
raise $100,000 for the advancement of 
Texas Baptist Institute and Seminary 
in honor of Ray O. Brooks’ dedicated 
service to the Lord and the school.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

• Give at tbi.edu/give

• Select ‘Brooks’ 100th Birthday 
Campaign’



FACULTY INSIGHTS 
D 

r Barros is the new head Librarian 
of Texas Baptist’s Theological 
Library. He earned a Ph.D. in Classics 

(University of São Paulo) and will receive a 
Master of Library and Information Science 
degree (University of Southern Mississippi) 
during the fall semester.

The chief librarian will (i) support the educational mission of Texas 
Baptist; (ii) provide educational, informational, and recreational 
services to the students and support the instructors’ teaching; 
(iii) provide in-depth research assistance to students and faculty; 
(iv) assist faculty and students in locating, evaluating and using 
resources; (v) develop policies and procedures for the library; 
(vi) manage collection development; (vii) serve on committees; 
(viii) manage the library’s operations and provide leadership; (ix) 
manage and empower staff through delegation of responsibilities; 
(x) prepare reports; (xi) perform specialized library duties such as 
cataloging; (xii) perform other duties.

The library is an essential component of Texas Baptist, and it 
responds to the educational needs of students and faculty. These 
are some of the significant areas of focus for 2022-2023: to improve 
communication between library staff and students and faculty 
members; to build quality and relevant collections and provide 
resources that support curriculum, teaching, and research; to 
expand instructional services such as training sessions to students 
and faculty; to extend services and resources to serve online 
learners better.  

 The following resources are some of the new library additions 
that will be available for all students and faculty at the beginning 
of the academic year:  

 1. Theological Research Exchange Network (TREN): Students 
will access this digital library of over 25,000 theological thesis/
dissertation titles.  

 2. Atla Historical Monographs Collection (11 Series) / EBSCO: The 
library already provides access to ATLA Religion Database, and 
now the students will also have access to this digital collection that 
“provides history and religious studies researchers with over 10 
million pages and 29,000 documents focused on religious thought 
and practice”.

 3. EBSCO Electronic Books: The library has acquired two 
collections of e-books – Pastoral Ministry/Missions & Biblical 
Studies – which will be searchable through the library’s catalog. 

4. Overdrive: The library will provide access to eBooks through 
the overdrive app. The books will be searchable through the Texas 
Baptist Library catalog.

 The library will offer training sessions on how to use the library 
resources during the fall semester. 

Texas Baptist’s Theological Library has an accommodating 
physical facility built to be a successful student-centered learning 
space and a space for spiritual formation. Students and faculty 
are encouraged to use more of the library and its resources and 
services.

FRANCISCO BARROS
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T 
he General Studies Division at 
Texas Baptist Institute builds 
on the Biblical background 

instruction and the method of Scripture 
interpretation from the other divisions 
of Texas Baptist to assist the students in 
applying this learning to people’s lives. In 

fact, the purpose of the General Studies Division is to prepare the 
student in an understanding of the world in which the student 
lives and will minister and to broaden the general understanding 
of learning. My name is Frank Lane and I am the chairman of 
the General Studies Division. I have either been a student or 
on faculty at Texas Baptist Institute for the past 22 years. Texas 
Baptist excels in preparing students to properly interpret the 
Bible and provides a foundation for practical ministry training to 
serve effectively in God’s churches and reach the world with the 
Gospel of Christ.

FRANK LANE

I 
am blessed to serve as the chair of the 
Bible & Theology Department at Texas 
Baptist. As the chair of this department 

I have the responsibility of overseeing 
courses that teach the students proper Bible 
interpretation. At Texas Baptist we desire for 
our students to learn the importance of Biblical 

interpretation. We want our students to acquire the skills of accurate 
Biblical observation,and graduate with a working knowledge 
of effective Biblical applications. Texas Baptist has at its core the 
exegetical method for preaching and teaching God’s Word. Our 
Bible and Theology courses teach the student to think for themselves 
by asking questions such as, Who wrote the text?, To whom did the 
author write the text?, What was the author writing about in the 
text? Improper interpretation leads to bad theology. At Texas Baptist 
we teach courses that help the student to see the importance of 
contextualization and proper application of the Bible.

Some of the courses being taught under the Bible and Theology 
Department are Christian Doctrine, Systematic Theology, The Pastor 
and Biblical Theology. These courses are taught by qualified faculty 
members who help the student gain a clear perspective of Biblical 
interpretation. Students who take these courses come away with a 
better understanding of what God’s Word has to say. These courses 
enable the student to see the difference between preaching and 
teaching about the Bible and preaching and teaching the Bible. We 
want our students like that of the Apostle Paul, to ask “What saith the 
scripture”? ( Romans 4:3, Galatians 4:30). 

Other courses such as Homiletics, Expository Preaching, History 
of Preaching, and Philosophy of Preaching help the student to 
move on from interpretation to exhortation to application. Texas 
Baptist is a school that strongly believes and teaches the necessity 
of expositional preaching and teaching. The science of Biblical 
Homiletics calls for clarity and accurate preaching and teaching. At 
Texas Baptist we offer the tools needed for proper interpretation and 
effective proclamation of the Word of God. I enjoy my work as the 
Bible Division Chair, and I can see how the Lord is blessing the efforts 
of Texas Baptist.

I 
am honored to serve as the Division 
Chair for the Ministry Division 
of Texas Baptist. In addition, I am 

blessed to serve as the school Registrar 
and Director of Assessment.

The Ministry division of Texas Baptist 
primarily consists of classes surrounding a 

believer’s interaction with the world around them. Classes such as 
Personal Evangelism/Church Growth and the Discipleship I class 
fall within that scope and are at the core of the Great Commission. 
In these classes, students are provided with practical methods 
on how to share their faith and how to disciple new believers 
and guide them in their spiritual growth. Within the Ministry 
Division, we have a full range of classes on Christian Leadership 
and Education, Music Ministry, Youth Ministry, Evangelism and 
Missions, Biblical Psychology and Biblical Counseling and many 
more. Churches today recognize the individual needs of their 
membership, and our goal is to biblically train and equip leaders 
to meet those needs.

At Texas Baptist, we also recognize that students need everyday, 
practical instruction on how to apply the scripture in a modern 
world. We offer classes, such as Youth Ministry Practicalities and 
Practical Worship, that are designed to guide students through 
modern ministry situations and settings and how the biblical 
principles taught in scripture apply to today’s youth and worship 
ministries. Classes in Speech and Teaching Methods give practical 
instruction on communicating effectively in today’s world. While 
the scriptures were given many years ago, the principles within 
those scriptures continue to be a standard for today’s churches.

Within the Ministry Division, the other divisions or the school, 
and the entire school leadership, our highest priority is to honor 
God by being true and obedient to His Word. Our desire and goal 
is to provide classes that equip students with the tools needed 
to carry out the Great Commission in a local church setting. We 
appreciate your prayers and thank each of you who support us 
in fulfilling this mission.

DAVID PROCTORJIMMY JONES

In our pursuit to train men and women to effectively minister, the 
General Studies Division prepares students to understand the 
people they are called to serve. One of the classes in this division 
is Introduction to Worldview Studies. This class assists students 
in learning about issues that Christians face in our modern world. 
Everyone has a worldview, and it affects how they think and respond 
to real life situations. Helping students understand a proper biblical 
worldview allows them to further develop their own worldviews to 
more closely align with an accurate biblical worldview. The goal 
is for our students to enter into our modern world with a biblical 
worldview that they themselves live out in their daily lives and help 
others through ministry to come to Christ for salvation and help 
people grow in their Christian walk and develop a proper biblical 
worldview.
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It was a blessing to be a part of the 96th 
annual American Baptist Association 
messenger meeting in Orlando, Florida in 
June!  One of the early Scripture readings 
came from Psalm 133:1:  “Behold, how good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 

together in unity!”  That sentiment set the tone for me early on, 
and I thoroughly enjoyed the fellowship with fellow laborers in the 
gospel message of Jesus Christ.

The three- and five-year targets set by the Baptist Sunday School 
Committee (BSSC) for the ministry were well-received by the 
messengers.  Accomplishing these targets will allow us to serve 
more students in churches.  To accomplish the targets, we must 
embrace improved work processes to better utilize available 
technologies, improve our digital presence in both sales and 
marketing and create more value in our products to better serve 
students in the churches we are privileged to serve.

To meet the targets will require hard work and dedication, but I 
am confident in our God and the staff of the BSSC.  I especially want 

to thank the messenger body for the rising vote of appreciation 
for our employees for their hard work over the past two years.  
The employees were humbled and thankful for that special 
demonstration of support.

The new website is up and running.  It provides a platform for us 
to make improvements and reach more churches who are looking 
for the great literature we produce.  Please visit our new website 
at:  www.bogardpress.org. 

God continues to bless our finances.  Total sales have increased by 
16% in 2022 versus 2021.  Most of the increase in sales have come 
from improved VBS sales, which have almost doubled versus 
2021.  We are optimistically hopeful this trend will continue into 
next year.  Literature sales continue to demonstrate the recovery 
is holding, with a 6% increase in 2022 versus 2021.

On behalf of the Baptist Sunday School Committee, the writers and 
the employees of Bogard Press, we thank you for the privilege to 
serve the churches of the American Baptist Association.  It is an 
honor to serve with you.

“For though I be free from all men, yet have 
I made myself servant unto all, that I might 
gain the more,” (1 Corinthians 9:19). 

Paul recognized and embraced the discipline 
of flexibility for the sake of the gospel. He realized there were areas 
in his life where he could adapt to the people around him without 
violating God’s Word and make a bigger impact in their lives with 
the gospel, so he did. As much as he could, he became “all things 
to all men,” so he could share God’s Word with as many people as 
possible (1 Corinthians 9:22).

Our Product Development team has researched the use of digital 
books and discovered that 41% of people who read books utilize 
digital books to some extent. Of those 41%, 72% use Amazon Kindle 
as their primary platform for digital books (Pew Research, 2021).

In an effort to reach more people 
with the truth of God’s Word, we have 
determined to place our literature 
on the Amazon Kindle platform for 
purchase, beginning with the Fall 
’22 Adult Study Guide. If you scan the 
QR code with your device’s camera, 
you will be taken to the Amazon 
Marketplace where you can purchase 
the Fall ’22 Adult Study Guide. The book will then show up in your 
Kindle account and on every device that you have installed the 
Kindle App. We have plans to begin placing more of our books on 
this platform so you can take them with you wherever you go.

Our job at Bogard Press is to equip the Lord’s churches with the 
resources they need to make disciples of all nations. Digital versions 
of our books will enable more people to take the Word with them 
on the go. Our prayer is that more people will be reached for God’s 
glory and kingdom.

DEAN GRIGSBY
Business Manager

MARK CLEMENTS
Editor in Chief
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ROGER STEWART
Secretary-Treasurer
of Missions

MONTHLY MISSION REPORT - JUNE 2022
If you missed the sweet fellowship, incredible preaching, and 
wonderful music at this year’s Messenger Meeting of the Churches 
of the American Baptist Association in Orlando, you missed a 
real blessing.  Please make plans to attend next year’s meeting in 
Spokane, June 19-22.

I am delighted to report from the missionaries in June, 436 
professions of faith, 57 baptisms and 1 church organized.  Praise 
God!  We are confident, however, that the 2022-2023 year will 
be even greater.  For the year ahead of us 154 missionaries were 
endorsed to minister in 28 States and 29 foreign countries.  We 
will have 13 new missionaries.  The complete breakdown is as 
follows:  28 Interstate on Salary and 11 on Designated Funds; 10 
Foreign on Salary and 22 on Designated Funds; 56 National on 
Salary and 11 on Designated Funds; 1 Missionary Helper; and 15 
Mission Ministries.

While in Orlando, the Messenger Body made several changes to the 
ABA Mission Policy the most significant being Section V (Salaries), 
number 2, letter i, which now reads: “The maximum percentage of 
full salary that a salaried missionary may receive shall be reduced 
from 80% by five percent each year subsequent to the completion 
of his fifth year serving at the same mission location.”  Please note 
that this change will affect Foreign and National Missionaries in 
the same way Interstate Missionaries are already affected.  While 
Mission Policy changes require only a majority vote and go into 
effect immediately, this change does not go into effect until July 
of 2027.  This action places all salaried ABA recommended and 
endorsed missionaries on the reduction scale beginning July of 
2027.  The revised ABA Mission Policy will be available [PDF] at 
www.abaptist.org/missionarydirectory by mid-July.

Finally, please allow me this solemn moment to express my deepest 
sympathy to the family of Foreign Missionary Darrell Roberton, 
whom God called home on May 31st.  Brother Roberton served as 
missionary in Cochabamba, Bolivia, South America, beginning in 
September of 2015.  On June 10, 2018, the Landmark Missionary 
Baptist Church of Cochabamba was organized.  He most recently 
was pastor of Grant MBC in East Wenatchee, WA, where he made 
his home while traveling back and forth to Bolivia.

To view previous reports,
visit our website at
www.abamissions.org

P.O. Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050   |   Phone: 903.792.2312   |   Fax: 903.794.1290   |   Email: missions@abamissions.org

BEGINNING BALANCE  $2,460,783.04

RECEIPTS:
 Interstate Salaries                   $80,985.40
 Foreign & National Salaries   $89,965.67
 Designated    $39,766.09
 Undesignated     $11,894.82
TOTAL RECEIPTS   $222,611.98

BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE  $2,683,395.02

DISBURSEMENTS
 Interstate Salaries     $71,387.00
 Foreign Salaries     $26,585.45
 National Salaries     $24,530.00
 Designated     $39,766.09
	 Sal/Exp	of	Sec-Treas.	Office
	 	 Office	Salaries	 $13,138.40
	 	 General	Office	 					$3,090.22
  Automobile Expense         $1,290.08
  Sec/Treas. Expenses      $367.79
  Postage $498.00

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $180,653.03   

BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD  $ 2,502,741.99      

SURPLUS FOR JUNE  $41,958.95



UNDERGRADUATE
DEGREES

GRADUATE
DEGREES

The Associate of Bible is a prerequisite for students who 
plan to pursue advanced studies. In addition, it offers a 
well-rounded study course for those who have no desire, 
need, or opportunity to take advanced training. It affords 
appropriate studies and recognition for teachers, deacons, 
and others who can attend school for a limited period or 
part-time. Students may choose between an emphasis of 
Biblical Studies, Worship Leading, or Youth Ministry.
*Total Credit Hours: 64

The Bachelor of English Bible degree prepares a student 
with a foundation of Bible and ministry skills. Students will 
demonstrate the ability to use the Biblical text to support 
preaching, pastoral, mission, and Christian education 
ministries, as well as, application to the world. Students 
may choose to major in Preaching, Pastoral Ministry, 
Missions/Church Planting, or Christian Education.
*Total Credit Hours: 128

The Bachelor of Theology degree prepares a student 
with a foundation of Bible and ministry skills along with 
Biblical Languages. Students will demonstrate the ability 
to use the Biblical text to support preaching, pastoral, 
mission, and Christian education ministries as well as 
application to the world. Students may choose to major 
in Preaching, Pastoral Ministry, Missions/Church Planting, 
or Christian Education.
*Total Credit Hours: 128

• ON-CAMPUS
• LIVE-STREAMED
• ARCHIVED VIDEO

The Master of English Bible prepares a student for 
teaching, preaching and pastoral ministry. A student 
will demonstrate the knowledge to use Biblical text 
and ministry skills for teaching, preaching, and pastoral 
ministry and a more in-depth application to the world.
*Pre-Requisite: Bachelor Degree. Other pre-requisites may apply. See 
catalog. | Total Credit Hours: 30

The Master of Theology prepares a student for teaching, 
preaching and pastoral ministry. Students will demonstrate 
the knowledge to use Biblical text and ministry skills for 
teaching, preaching, and pastoral ministry and a more 
in-depth application to the world. Students may choose 
between an emphasis of Preaching, Pastoral Ministry, or 
Christian Education.
*Pre-Requisite: Bachelor Degree. Other pre-requisites may apply. See 
catalog. | Total Credit Hours: 54

The Master of Divinity is designed to satisfy the graduate 
educational needs of a pastor in a local church or para-
church organization. Students may choose between an 
emphasis of Preaching, Pastoral Ministry, or Christian 
Education.
*Pre-Requisite: Bachelor Degree. Other pre-requisites may apply. See 
catalog. | Total Credit Hours: 78

The Doctor of Ministry is designed to equip the graduate 
needs of individuals serving in a church or higher 
education setting. Graduates will gain skills to preach, 
teach and minister at advanced levels.
*Pre-Requisite: M.Div or equivalent. Other pre-requisites may apply. See 
catalog. | Total Credit Hours: 36

For more info, go to 
tbi.edu/academics/institute-division/

For more info, go to 
tbi.edu/academics/seminary-division/

CLASSES 
AVAILABLE



An online Certificate program for Sunday school teachers, 
small group leaders, Bible leaders, and those with the 
desire to increase Bible knowledge without the stress 
of time restraints or grades! Upon completion of 6 non-
credit courses, the student will be awarded a Certificate.

BIBLE
CERTIFICATES EXTENSION

LEARNING
CENTERS

• No Grades
• Flexible Schedule
• Easy Accessibility

• Quality Bible Course
• Only $85 per course + books
• No Workshops or Training required

ALL COURSES ONLINE

A NON-CREDITED BIBLE CERTIFICATE IS 
AWARDED UPON COMPLETION OF 6 CLASSES

TBI .EDU    903.657.6543

Henderson, Texas

Extension Learning Centers permit students opportunities 
to seek education through access to face-to-face 
educational experiences offered at a location closer 
to their home, typically located in a church facility. 
This enables education in a classroom of a practitioner 
instructor and other students to enhance learning and 
application of learning. Most of our ELCs offer Bible 
Certificate-level courses.

For more info, go to 
tbi.edu/academics/elc/

For more info, go to 
tbi.edu/academics/bible-certificate/



#ABAing#ABAing  
    It was a blessing to be 
asked to share at the World 
Missions Focus during the 
Messengers Meeting in 
Orlando, FL. I had a lot of 
information to share on the “Practicalities for Engaging Those Who Have Not Heard.” I shared that we 
need to have His Agape to live in Proximity with them, to Pursue relationships with them, to Proclaim 
the gospel to them, and to continue Perpetual relationships with them. I think these applications can be 
used locally as well as globally. If we have His Agape unconditional love we will desire for ALL to know 
Him as is His will.  He’s still “not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance“, 
are we? If we are doing His will His way we will want what He wants. Let’s get on His team! 
    In June we were invited to speak at Chapelwood Huntsville, TX, Hillcrest Acworth, GA, Journey 
Calera, AL, and we made a last trip to be with our sending church family at Victory in Madison, MS.  
We even attended Faith N.LR on our way to the airport. We’ve enjoyed all our visits, meeting new 
folks, and renewing acquaintances.  It’s been good to raise awareness of the great need that exists for 
interns to come serve with us throughout the year, some additional monthly support team members, 
and for our new truck fund (total cost new $35-37k).  
    Thank you for Partnering together with us through your faithful 
prayers and support for His work in SE Asia! Let’s keep going strong 
in His Agape love to reach out to the whole world!  ~Bro. Rusty  

close down and reclose down and re--openopen  
     We’re in the final countdown. We’ve been busy saying goodbye and 
preparing our hearts and minds for our return to Thailand. No matter which 
direction we travel we don’t know what to expect when we arrive--especially with this being our first eight-month 

furlough in sixteen years! We had a house sitter in Thailand so it shouldn’t take too long to get the house freshened up, truck registered, internet connected, and 
groceries restocked. Then we’ll be ready for our summer intern and our summer outreach camp. 
     Thank you to all who prayed for us as we traveled among the churches giving our report on what God has been doing. We put right at 30,000 miles on the 2007 
“missionary” Murano. I know it may have seemed like a huge saga dealing with the repairs, but we’re very thankful God provided it for us. This was the first time we 
bought a car for furlough; we were concerned about the cost and availability of rental cars for such a long period of time, and we knew we had the big personal 
trip we wanted to take.  In the long run our purchase saved lots of ministry money by us choosing to not reimburse mileage, and sale price was under our budget 
even with the repairs. God is good, and we’re going to miss the little car. I get kind of sentimental because of all of the memories--Yellowstone, deputation, our 
nephew helping with repairs, and yes, even needing help in the Auto Zone parking lot. God knew we needed “Bro. Booger” that night. He was definitely the one to 
get us back on the road safely. The car may or may not be here when we come back because it still has some issues, but I think we’re good either way. 
     We enjoyed the fellowship at the messenger’s meeting! We caught up with several of Rusty’s TBI classmates; it’s great to see them still serving and ministering! 

God is using them, and they’re an encouragement to us. We also enjoyed talking and fellowshipping with pastors, fellow 
missionaries, and ministry caregivers. The Raburns have known us from 
the beginning, and it was good to spend time with the Reynolds and 
Vesely families again.  We miss everyone so much! 
     We’re thankful to our own families. They make a lot of sacrifices 
because we’re gone, and they make more sacrifices to spend time with us 
while we’re here. Thank you for making our goodbyes as good as 
possible and for being flexible with your schedules. We know it’s not easy. 
     Thank you all for reading and interacting with us. You all have helped 
keep us going. Thank you for letting Him use you! Blessings~Susan 

Praises 
*You, our support team! 
*Health, Safety, Protection! 
*NEW Truck Fund $9,600! 
*Church visits & special gifts! 
*ABA meetings! 
Prayer Request 
*Sara Beth travels July 19,20 
*Gospel seeds water/ grow 
*Parent’s health/ pain/ heart 
*Travel Safety in USA & Thai 
*Transition from US to Thai 
*Saved Students/ Teachers 
*Fern, Milly, Paul, Pam, 
Sprite, Happy, Zee, Pin, Jim, 
Kak, Helen, Ray, Ing, Pern,   
*Political unrest 

rusty & susan teer                                                victory bc madison, ms 

missionsea.blogspot.com    *   july    2022   *  po box 1955 madison, ms 39130 

Mission: SE AsiaMission: SE Asia  

“loving, evangelizing, training “loving, evangelizing, training 
nationals to reach the people and nationals to reach the people and 

plant their own churches”plant their own churches”  
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  ICP Newsletter June, 2022

John and Sharon Sanders

To make a secure contribution online go to: www.icplit.org and click “Donate” in the top menu.

   Bill and Rita Johnson

A ministry sponsored by Calvary Baptist Church, Hamburg, AR

Please send offerings to: ICP, PO Box 2587, Texarkana, TX 75504 | Phone: 903.278.2648 | email: billjohnson@icplit.org
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Philippine Building 
Project 2022

 The newly acquired 4,500 sq.m (1.1 acres) property in the town 
Mexico will be the home for ICP Philippines-His Offspring Ministry. 
Preliminary clearing and preparation (which is the first step) have been 
done: cogon grass cutting, water well installation and Lot Conversion 
Certification.
 Second step is the Building Plans and Building Permit Application 
including structural design and analysis, electrical design, plumbing 
and sanitary, and mechanical layout. Application for Building Permit 
will follow.

The construction will be composed of four phases:

Phase I
  The Multi-Purpose Storage Building will be the main storage and 
warehouse for supplies. It will also house the annual Bible conference 
and distribution of Bibles, VBS and Character Code materials, other 
Bible-related literature for children, teens and adults. The building will 
be accessible to the public with off-street parking area.

Phase II
 The Residential Quarters will include a residence for the ICP 
Philippine Director, ICP USA Director, and a room for missionary guests.

Phase III
  The Main Office will house the offices: Translation, editing and 
graphics, Director’s office, conference room and print shop. The second 
floor will be a multi-purpose room for future office expansion. 

Phase IV
  The Multi-Purpose Assembly Hall will have two large rooms which 
can be sleeping quarters for pastors during ICP Annual Bible Conference 
and other inter-church activities. They can also be classrooms. There is 
an open canteen or dining area adjacent to a garden and kitchen. The 
second floor is an assembly hall with a small stage.

There is still enough area at the back for the future 
orphanage ministry, if God’s will. Between the 
buildings is an open garden where we will be 
planting beautiful trees and plants that will magnify 
the most wonderful Creator of the universe! 

Philippines

View of overall project

Storage area for Bibles, Sunday 
School Books, VBS, Character 
Code, Humanitarian Kits, etc.

MULTI-PURPOSE 
STORAGE BUILDING

Area for Distribution 
Activities

Bibles, Children Literature (VBS, Character 
Code), Humanitarian Ministries—Feeding 

Children, Relief Goods, etc.

Area for Humanitarian 
Activities

Children’s Milk Feeding Program, Feeding 
Program, Relief Goods, Hygiene Kits, 

Children Dresses, etc.

HOME DONATE
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MBA OF TEXAS MISSION REPORTS - MAY 2022 
Editor: Daniel (Danny) Mendoza

David Smith- Mansfield- Lifeline BC

Our booth at the Association meeting was 
a wonderful way in which we could raise 
Mission funds for Bro. Baidya. He is going to 
the Philippines next week and needs extra 
funds to meet with Bro. Bill Johnson at ICP 
(they graciously purchased his plane ticket) 
and will be training him to do printing work. 
He will use this training in Bangladesh!

Help us with our car fund!  Our old Buick’s 
transmission was about to go out, so we 
purchased a ’16 Enclave by faith.  We need 
your help please, if you could send some extra 
offerings our way!

We had a wonderful VBS! Thank God for great 
workers and volunteers! We had over 30 in 
high attendance.

New people continue to return! We are 
enrolling folks into our discipleship and 
membership classes now.

Thank you to all who support Texas missions. 
I can be reached at (817) 726-8781.

Glenn McCarver- El Paso- Borderland MBC

When God called Raúl into the ministry 
in December, I had hoped that he would 
be a great blessing to the work here in the 
Borderland. Raúl and Cala told us before 
Bible study recently that God was leading 
them to Phoenix. This grandpa’s heart cried 
out, “No! You can go, but Cala and the baby 
need to stay!” However, this missionary’s heart 
listened intently as they told me of a family 
that they desperately want to see come to 
know Jesus as their Savior.

Continue to pray for our ministry south of 
the border as well. Our two cities, El Paso, TX 
and Juarez, Mexico, are extremely connected 
through families on both sides of the border. 
There are over 800,000 in El Paso, and 1.5 
million in Juarez. Please pray that as God calls, 
men will answer the call for salvation as well 
as ministry! 

Victor Rice- San Antonio- Shiloh MBC

We hosted a three-day VBS and handed out 
200 invitations in the community and through 
our membership we had 6 children attend. 
We also had an adult man who resettled to 

San Antonio from Houston that came from 
Uganda Africa as a refugee. I talked with him 
on day two as we were BBQing hotdogs and 
I asked if he had a relationship with Jesus 
Christ. He replied that he felt welcome and 
loved on Friday evening and when he heard 
the lesson of the wickedness of man before 
the flood that he called upon Jesus Christ and 
said, “Thou are the one, and asked God for 
forgiveness and to be saved.” 

 In closing, the Lord added another blessing 
that I am so undeserving of for the National 
meeting: due to finances and health with the 
hip, Alvin MBC blessed my wife and me to fly 
out and stay for the National meeting. Thank 
you for your prayer and support. 

Greg Devine- Rosharon- New Church Plant

June has been full of opportunities to carry 
out “the work of ministry” (Eph. 4:12) here in 
South Texas. I filled the pulpit at my sending 
church while Bro. David was out of town for 
the national meeting and ministered to a man 
and his family who is already very dear to us 
after the passing of his dad. God is blessing 
our Sunday night Bible study. On the 19th, we 
had all 3 of our regular families here at the 
same time to give us an attendance of 18. We 
have one family that the mom and kids have 
been coming for several weeks, and we are 
excited to say that the dad has also now come 
for two Sundays in a row! Amy continues to 
volunteer on Tuesdays. Please pray for Amy 
that she would be able to minister to a 14-year-
old pregnant girl that she has connected with. 
Please pray for us as we pray and consider 
the next steps for this work, including the 
beginning of a worship and preaching service 
this fall. We are excited to see what God has in 
store for the second half of 2022!

Larry Watson- Rockdale- Landmark MBC

We are praising the Lord for His blessings 
here in Rockdale! This month started with the 
church surprising me with a celebration of my 
2-year anniversary as their pastor! Early in the 
month, my nephew came forward for baptism 
after hearing we were having a baptismal 
service at the end of the month. He had been 
saved at youth camp a few years earlier and 
had not followed in baptism. We ended the 

month with the baptismal service where I was 
able to baptize my son, daughter, and nephew! 

We also had 3 first-time visitors, including 
a couple that live here locally, and multiple 
returning children for the summer. 

Joe Bozarth- Conroe- Fellowship BC

God has richly blessed Fellowship Baptist 
Mission!  Everyone is getting ready for 
Vacation Bible School.   Anyone who wants to 
assist is welcome to come join us in July.   

It’s official.   Our building and property are 
now paid in full.   The mission is debt-free!!!

We had an addition this past month.  Miss 
Jo has been visiting with us for so long now; 
she was a part of us before she joined.   We 
are happy to officially have her as one of our 
members.

Thank you for your prayer and offerings.

        

Steven Haney- MBSF Texas Tech University

Our start of planning for fall is off to a great 
start. Our officers are on board and ready to 
go. We have turned in our updated Student 
Org MBSF Constitution and By-Laws and 
finished our summer student officer training. 
We are officially verified for student org 
status for the fall. Our request for a booth at 
an additional student fair for the fall Welcome 
Week has been approved. During the first 
week of school we will be able to host a booth 
at 2 separate events which will give us another 
chance to present MBSF to 3,000 students. 
One new student has already said they will 
be joining us in the fall and another one of our 
officers has said they have 2 friends interested 
once they get moved back into the dorms in 
August. Our support dropped to about $3,100 
in June but has already started to pick back 
up so that’s a blessing! 

Please consider making Texas MBA a part 
of your faithful missions giving. If you’d like 
to have me come and present our current 
works, and encouragement of additional 
works at your church, please call me at 
(281) 948-5915.

Dan Mendoza, Secretary/Treasurer of 
Missions.
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The Texas Mission Development Program is so blessed! To God 
be the glory! Our love and gratitude to all of our supporters. You 
have made our ministry very successful in providing help to our 
missionaries and struggling churches. Our 50th anniversary has 
been blessed and enjoyable.

Thank you supporters so very much for your faithfulness and 
willingness to participate in helping us choose our projects. The 
votes for the third quarter of 2022 have been counted. 105 ballots 
were returned. This was a record! The majority vote was a tie 
between Woodville MBC Woodville, TX, and Chapelwood MBC, 
Huntsville, TX. As a result, the Third Quarter Funds will be divided 

equally between these two projects. Pastors 
John Wisener and Robert Armstrong were very 
happy to hear they would receive financial 
help for their building needs. These funds will be presented at the 
MBA of Texas Messenger Meeting in November 2022.

Requests for the Fourth Quarter 2022 Funds must be received 
before November 1, 2022.

Second Quarter 2022 Funds will be presented to Northside MBC 
Snyder, TX, for Shiloh MB Mission,San Antonio, TX, July 30 during 
the Southwest MB Mission Rally at Wyndrock MBC, Abilene, TX.

When this work was started in 1986, we 
could hardly imagine that it would have 
been so blessed by God. We were little in 
wealth and knowledge, but our God was not 
small at all. Many of God’s people in our MBA 
churches got behind the program. The first church 
on the project list was Heritage Baptist Church of Center, TX. There 
have been many projects completed since that time.

Texas Mission Builders was started with no equipment. In fact, those 
who went to help work on the projects brought their own tools to 
begin with, but God was in this work and He blessed it wonderfully. 
Because of those who have supported this work through the years, 
we have now been able to help many churches, sometimes two or 
three projects at a time. God has supplied the equipment needed 
to do the work. The Texas State Ladies Auxiliary purchased office 
equipment for us more than once. What a great blessing that was! 
Yes, we were small in wealth, knowledge, equipment, and tools, 
but little is much when God is in it!

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your faithful support 
prayerfully, financially, and physically and for your encouragement 
in those early days. It is our prayer that God will bless you all for 
your participation in this great work for God.

Bro. Mike Pearson tells me they are finished with the work for 
Fostoria Oaks BC, Cleveland, TX. Also, the on-site work at Concord 
MBC, Zavalla, TX, has been completed. They are having some 
cabinets built in the TMB Shop. East Side MBC, Jacksonville, TX, 
is also having cabinets built. Bro. Mike says they plan to move to 
Deer Park to begin work on a project for Lifebridge Baptist Church.

Please keep our workers in your daily prayers. Bro. Mike says 
if any of you are able to throw a rope around a good norther 
and bring it to the job site it would be greatly appreciated. This 
Texas heat can be very dangerous for men who are, let’s say, not 
young anymore. These workers are very dedicated to helping the 
churches. They love the Lord and His people. Thank you again for 
your love for TMB!

TEXAS MISSION DEVELOPMENT
Jim Slocumb

Work on Fostoria Oaks MBC, Cleveland, TX
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2023 ABA MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT: 
CHURCH VOTE
The messengers at the 2021 Messenger Meeting in 
Charleston voted to have the president appoint a committee 
to review the Articles of Agreement and Mission Policy of 
the ABA. At the 2022 Messenger Meeting in Orlando, the 
messengers unanimously voted to adopt the proposed 
changes, with amendments, offered by the Revision 
Committee. The Mission Policy went into effect immediately. 
You can find the revised Mission Policy by visiting abaptist.
org/missionarydirectory. 

The Articles of Agreement now require a 2/3 vote of the 
churches at the 2023 meeting in Spokane, WA. PLEASE, 
take time to review the proposed changes and vote in your 
church’s business meeting. Then, please cast your vote either 
by mail or in person. You can find the proposed changes, 
instructions, and ballot by visiting abaptist.org/events. If you 
have any questions, please contact one of the committeemen. 
The committeemen are listed in the documents provided on 
the website. Thank you for participating in this important 
vote.

Eric Sutton, 
2022-2023 President of the American Baptist Association

PASTOR:
Butterfield MBC, Malvern, AR
Calvary MBC - Sherman, TX

Eastgate MBC - Greenwood, MS
Ebenezer MBC - Henderson, TX

Grace Temple MBC - Mt. Pleasant, TX
Green Mountain MBC - Rutland, VT

Hillcrest MBC - Paris, TX
Landmark MBC - Lakewood, CO

Landmark MBC - Mt. Enterprise, TX
Liberty Hill MBC - Mt. Pleasant, TX

Mercer BC - Mercer, PA
Nyssa First MBC - Nyssa, OR

ASSOCIATE PASTOR and/or 
YOUTH  LEADER:
Alto MBC - Alto, TX

Calvary MBC - Silsbee, TX
Hatley MBC - Amory, MS

Loan Oak MBC - Plant City, FL
Missionary BC - Hughes Springs, TX

Veal Switch MBC - Hughes Springs, TX

SERVANTS NEEDED 
Contact the Texas Baptist

office for more info.
The following are ministry opportunities 
that have been submitted for publication. 
Inclusion on this list does not necessarily 

constitute an endorsement by Texas 
Baptist Institute & Seminary. For contact 
information for any of these, email info@

tbi.edu or call 903.657.6543.
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38 Self-Evident Proofs of Eternal Salvation 
Published by KOINE PRESS

Bobby Bryant, 
Sr., was born on 
March 26, 1946, 
to Conway and 
Geneva Bryant in 
Warren, Arkansas. 
At the age of 15, 
Bobby asked Jesus 
into his heart and 
secured his place 
in Heaven. As he 

left this earthly home, he was surrounded by 
his loving family and was greeted joyfully in 
Heaven by his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ 
on June 23, 2022.

One of Bobby’s many accomplishments 
included being a skilled carpenter. He would 
build anything his loving wife requested, 
but his most important work on this Earth 

was his service for the Lord. He surrendered 
to the ministry at the age of 20 and spent a 
lifetime caring for the spiritual needs of his 
congregation and mentoring many young 
men.

His ministry began in 1966 at Bacliff 
Missionary Baptist Church in Bacliff, Texas. 
He was then called as Missionary Pastor to 
Freeway MBC, La Marque, Texas (1966-1983). 
From 1983–2012, he served as pastor of Faith 
MBC in Houston, Texas until his retirement. 
At each of these churches, he was devoted 
to the membership and made many life-long 
friends.

His number one heart’s desire was to win as 
many souls for Christ as he could. Summers 
were always about taking kids to summer 
church camp at Pine Springs and Bogg 
Springs. He always made sure every kid was 

able to attend and never left anyone behind. 
Church functions were a highlight and he 
believed in having fellowships at least once 
a month. Whether it was eating, VBS, Fall 
Festivals, or playing volleyball in the field, you 
could always count on him to be right in the 
middle of it.

More than anything, Bobby loved his family. 
From his children to great grandchildren, 
they were his focus in everything he did. 
Family was his joy. He enjoyed everything 
from New Braunfels vacations and sporting 
events, to birthday celebrations and holidays 
(especially Christmas).

Bobby was an avid supporter of his Houston 
Astros and Dallas Cowboys. He also loved 
hunting and fishing outings with his best 
friend, Bro. Darrell Streeter. The outdoors was 
where he always preferred to be.

IN MEMORIUM



T 
he pictured alabastron, also known as a fragrance or perfume 
bottle, is made from Phoenician glass and has been judged to be as 
early as the first century B.C. Phoenician glass has been determined to 

be some of the oldest glass known to man (pre-dating 1000 B.C.) and continued 
in production in the Mediterranean area for centuries. The early glassware 
was almost clear to a pale green color and as the glassware developed, other 
additives gave different colors to the glass. The Phoenicians developed glass 
blowing and were able 
to employ many colors in 
glassware. These items 
were of very high quality 
as the fine sand of the 
Mediterranean beaches 
was ideal for production 
of glass. Much of the glass 
was produced at the beach 
areas between Akko and 
Tyre. Although little has 
been discovered about 
the scents the Phoenicians 
manufactured, the perfume 
bottles are discovered with 
regularity in excavations.

FACTS ABOUT THE FACTS
by John Melancon
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M 
atthew 16 records 
Peter’s profession of 
faith in Jesus as the 

Son of God. This profession is 
responded to by our Lord with the 
first New Testament reference to 
the Biblical Church. It is a promise 
to build the church upon faith and 
perpetuity through that faith.

This succession was not through 
a hierarchy but through the 
doctrines set forth in the Word of 

God. All of those very doctrines must remain intact for the Church 
to be authentic. Counterfeits have risen through history but they 
are detectable through a comparison to the Word. It would do 
us well to remember that a counterfeit is made to look genuine 
but it is still counterfeit. There must be a standard by which that 

authenticity may be affirmed. This standard is described well in 
the last verses of Revelation. We must not add to the Word of God 
(Pharisees) nor take away from the Word of God (Sadducees).

Historically, what are the tenants of the faith for which the 
Church stands to be true? Primarily they are salvation through 
repentance and faith, (Acts 20). Yet other tenants must also 
remain in place.

What are those tenants of the Church that make this a continuous 
history? There are common threads that run through all ages for 
which believers have lived by, even died for. Salvation by grace 
through faith; the Word of God as the final authority in faith and 
practice; Scriptural baptism after salvation and before Church 
membership; the Lord’s Supper being restricted to members in 
good standing of that church; church autonomy and separation 
from the world. Each tenant has come under attack over time yet 
hell has not prevailed against the Church that Jesus built. The 
history was not always recorded in ink, but as J.M. Carrol wrote 
in The Trail of Blood, it was recorded in blood.

CHURCH HISTORY
by John Melancon

The Antiquity Encounter Museum at Texas Baptist Institute 
& Seminary is open for tours by appointment. Contact Dr. 
John Melancon at jmelancon@tbi.edu. You may also contact 
Texas Baptist to schedule an appointment at 903-657-6543.

CHANGE
CHANGE

PHOTO
PHOTO

Phoenician Alabastron
(Top View)

Phoenician Alabastron (Side View)



M 
ichael is my youngest child. He has an imagination 
much like mine. I picture everything in my mind. Any book 
I’m reading, my Bible, a text from anyone, when someone is 

telling me something, there is always a picture in my mind. It’s always 
reality. Michael is much the same. Since he was the youngest, he and 
I would be home alone after Angie, Andy, and Darrel all headed out 
for school. As soon as they would leave, here he would come with the 
towels and big safety pins. These turned into our capes because he 
became Superman and I was Wonder Woman.

Anybody that knows much about me knows I’m a homebody. We 
never traveled when I was young, so not traveling as an adult just 
seemed normal to me. Michael had been talking about the two of 
us going on a trip to Maine. I even ordered a new atlas. I’m a big 
fan of maps, so I’m happy for any excuse to get a new one. This was 
one of those trips that I would call a “one of these days” trips that 
never seem to happen, but fun to talk about. So, you can imagine my 
surprise when Michael came by the house and wanted us to look at 
the atlas. He said we needed to leave the day after tomorrow, about 
8am. The plan was, on our way to Maine, he would take me through 
Kevil, Kentucky, where I started school, plus all the Hobby Lobby’s 
between here and there. (Fabric was on sale this week at Hobby 
Lobby). And, if there was anything else we wanted to see, we would 
just stop. He did say we would try to at least drive through every 
state between here and there. Ya’ll, I just held my breath! How could 
I possibly do this; be gone from home this long?!? But, how could I 
not? I’d be with Michael. So, I packed my 
jeans, t-shirts, tennis shoes, eyelashes, make-
up, hair spray and cheez-its and we were off 
on our adventure. And, what an adventure 
it was!

I didn’t recognize anything in Kevil except 
the railroad. We went on through Paducah 
and I must say, the fabric department in 
their Hobby Lobby is one of the best. We 
only stopped at one more Hobby Lobby. 
There was no more room in the trunk. As we 
were leaving Kentucky, Michael squealed... 
“Momma look!! Metropolis, Illinois!! 
Superman’s home!!! It’s only 20 miles! We gotta go!!” And we did. He 
saw his hero. We went through the museum... took pics with him. It 
really was fun. We were wishing we had our towels and safety pins!

As we were leaving Illinois, it was my 
turn to be excited! The Everly Brothers 
museum! Michael asked who the Everly 
Brothers were! At that point, I realized I 
had failed as a mother. He did recognize 
their music, however; just didn’t know 
who they were.

We saw so much beautiful country. There were acres and acres 
of farmland. We wished so much that we could know what all was 
growing. We did recognize the rice fields. I had no idea there were 
so many rice fields!

We spent two nights way out in 
the country in Davis, West Virginia. 
There, we saw Blackwater Falls. It was 
amazingly beautiful. We met so many 
really nice people. There was a little 
Baptist church down the road that we 
went to and were welcomed there. We 
did make it to Maine. It was beautiful 

also. I love the ocean and this one was absolutely breathtaking. And, 
there is just something really fascinating, mysterious, and endearing 
about a lighthouse. Maybe it’s their purpose, I don’t know. I just 
know there is something 
incredibly special about 
them.

This last year has been 
an especially difficult 
one for our family. 
There are still so many 
“unknowns.” I know 
everyone is dealing 
with something. As we 
were driving through all of those beautiful states...the mountains, the 
trees... so many trees. So beautiful. I was thinking at one point, all 
those leaves on all those trees and 
there are no two leaves exactly 
alike. How in the world can 
that possibly be? GOD! 
Yep. GOD! Something 
else occurred to me. 
He said, “if you seek 
ME with all your 
heart”... it’s HIM I 
need to be seeking, 
not direction. The 
direction will come, 
but it will come 
through Him. “Trust 
and obey, for there’s 
no other way, to be 
happy in Jesus, but to 
trust and obey.”

Just an FYI for all you 
travelers… there is always 
a Taco Bell close by!!!

At that point, I realized I had failed 
as a mother.
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