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DR. RAY O. BROOKS
President

A 
s this soon to be ninety-
nine-year-old Missionary 
Baptist preacher began to 

hunt and peck his way through 
the keyboard of the computer in 
his office at Texas Baptist Institute 

and Seminary memories began to flood his soul. He 
had accepted the charge of CEO Steve Butler to write 
a history of the school. This writer kinda grew up with 
the school since it was less than ten years old when he 
enrolled as a full time student in September 1953. The 
content of the history primarily comes from the memory 
of the writer and copies of The Baptist Monitor.

The time in this history has come to the year of 1972; 
the year God called my Father-in-the-Ministry, Dr. A.J. 
Kirkland, home to glory. My mind takes me back to that 
last day; son, Jimmy Kirkland, and I, Ray Brooks, had 
stationed ourselves on opposite sides of the man we 
dearly loved who was about to leave us. When this man 
we loved had departed his old worn out body; Jimmy 
reached across the lifeless body, took my hand and 
said,”Ray, you were as much a son as I ever was.”

Maybe our readers can understand why this writer is 
kinda weepy eyed as he reads and writes the history 
of this school that owes so much to the man who gave 
so much of himself in the building up of this school he 
loved.

We all thank you who display your love for Texas Baptist 
Institute & Seminary with your prayers and offerings.

Sign up for Ally, 
Alumni, Baptist Monitor 
and other E-News at:

tbi.edu/signup



DR. STEVE BUTLER
CEO / Academic Dean

ROBERT WALLACE
VP of Advancement

I 
am asked regularly, “how 
did going back to semesters 
work for you after being in 

quarter-hours for 35 years?”, 
and it is wonderful to respond that 
everything worked great! Our staff 
worked hard to make all changes 

and processes come together smoothly and ended the 
Fall Semester in good fashion. Thank you to our Staff 
and also to our Students who were patient through 
this process. Thank you for your encouragement and 
prayers as we closed the Fall Semester and stepped 
into the Spring Semester.

Spring semester is in full-swing. We are blessed to have 
processed thirty new applications for Spring Semester 
and already are receiving applications for 2022 Fall 
Semester. Please help us by informing us of potential 
students. We will go to work contacting them, sending 
information concerning Texas Baptist and maintaining 
communication.

I am also asked questions concerning our time-table 
with accreditation. In the Fall of 2022 we will have a 
site-team visit from the Association of Biblical Higher 
Education. This team will be very thorough and file 
a report to ABHE. In February of 2023 a team from 
Texas Baptist will stand before the Commission on 
Accreditation of ABHE, answer questions and then 
Texas Baptist Institute and Seminary will  become 
a fully-accredited school. This Initial Accreditation 
will be for five years and then we will go through the 
process again.

Let me remind you that we have not changed 
our doctrinal position on anything through this 
accreditation process. The change has been to 
become more efficient administratively. One of the 
most positive influences is the creation of assessments 
and evaluations for all of our processes. 

Please continue to pray for us as we move forward 
toward initial accreditation.

T 
he Advancement Office is a relatively new one 
for Texas Baptist. This office has several areas 
of responsibility. In 2022, there are some areas of 

emphasis for this office of which I would like to make you 
aware.

First, we are working with a group of alumni to help 
reestablish our Alumni Association. Several alumni have mentioned a need 
for this and we are developing some infrastructure to assist them. If you are 
an alumni and aren’t sure if we have your current contact information, please 
email Deana Griffith, Advancement Assistant, at dgriffith@tbi.edu.

Second, we are charged with the task of donor development. For this year, 
there are two primary areas of focus for this. You may have heard about 
our Texas Baptist Allies! We need to add many small donors to help us 
continue our progress while not adding an additional burden to students 
through tuition increases. These are donors who will commit to $100/
month or LESS! Please consider becoming an Ally! The other major focus 
is finding larger donors to help us with campus improvement. We have 
worked with an architect to develop a Facilities Master Plan for the future 
of our 10 acre campus. This will be an ongoing project, but is desperately 
needed. I am available to meet with any potential donors and will be happy 
to travel to them to do so. If you or someone you know would be interested 
in learning more about these efforts, please contact me!

MISSION: Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary equips saints to do the work of ministry through a Biblically-
based higher education in harmony with the Bible doctrines of the American Baptist Association to 
advance the Kingdom of God through the local church ministry of fulfilling the Great Commission.

EQUIP - ADVANCE - FULFILL

1300 Longview Dr.
Henderson, TX 75652 tbi.edu

HOW TO BECOME A TEXAS BAPTIST ALLY
• Go to tbi.edu/give
• Select Allies in the Select a Fund dropdown menu
• Enter your personal information
• Select “Give this amount monthly” in the final 

dropdown menu.
• Your personal information will be handled securely 

and never shared or sold for any reason.

• Mail a check monthly to:
• P.O. Box 570, Henderson, TX 75653
• Note Allies in the memo line.

METHOD 1:

METHOD 2:
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What Are 
We Going 
To Do?
Jonathon Smith

Introduction Verses: Read 2 Corinthians 4:3-8

I 
n Paul the Apostle’s day, vessels and jars of clay 
were part of everyday life - common and disposable. 
Paul was saying that we are like earthen vessels and 

the Gospel is the power of God in us. Plastic Walmart bags 
would be a similar item today. We are like plastic Walmart 
bags, there is nothing special about us. Walmart uses 
20 Billion bags a year and the estimated life span is less 
than 15 minutes. When I share testimonies tonight please 
understand it’s not about me but about God’s work!

In the summer of 1992 I was single and working with 
students in Mississauga Ontario, Canada. That summer I 
was at a Missions Conference where I heard Dr. Harold 
Williams and Bro. Leon Jasper and others with the 
Macedonian Missionary Service tell of people groups 
that were just being discovered in the jungles of Papua, 
Indonesia and how they had never heard God’s Word. My 
heart was touched and at the end of the message I went to 
the front and prayed “Lord, if you would, let me be part of 
a ministry reaching people like that.”



In 2007 after being at Sublett Road Baptist Church in Arlington, 
Texas for 15 years I met Chase Reynolds. Chase and his wife Kelli 
were going to language school in our area and for almost two years 
they attended our church when they could while preparing to go 
work with the Yetfa tribe.  On January 17, 2010, because of a series 
of difficult circumstances and God’s divine providence Sublett Road 
became the sending church of the Reynolds. They actually joined 
the church through Skype in a Sunday morning worship service all 
the way from Indonesia.

During their first furlough in 2011, Chase and Kelli were sitting in our 
living room visiting with us and I told them about my prayer 19 years 
earlier. After hearing the story Jill (my wife) came quickly into the 
room and said “I was there too.” I said, “Where?” She said, “I was at 
that same missions conference in Canada.” I was shocked because 
this had happened before we were even dating. I didn’t remember 
her even being there. Then she said, “Not only was I there, but I went 
to the altar and prayed almost the exact same prayer you did!” God 
works in mysterious ways and He is always working!

Now, almost 30 years since that “little prayer” Sublett is the sending 
church for another missionary (Matthew Thompson) that will be 
going to Bible-less people. The Reynolds are continuing in Bible 
translation and their World Missions Ministry vision is to see 
ABA churches and their missionaries reaching their full missions 
potential. Having a part in this area of God’s Work in the World has 
been one of the greatest joys of my life and I am thankful that God 
hears and is moved by the prayers of his children!   Tonight as we 
gather together here, there are still 269 people groups in the world 
(like the Yetfa once were) with ABSOLUTELY  No Access to God’s 
Word in their own language, No Access to Believers who could 
share with them, No Access to Churches where they could attend 
and to my 15 year old son’s horror some of them also have no access 
to Wifi. They are in utter and complete darkness without hope in 
this world.

Let’s shift gears just for one moment as we go forward this evening. 
Let’s lean in and look at some significant dates for a moment. Raise 
your hand if you know what the significance of November 12, 2024 
will be? Does anyone know what June 23, 2026 will be? How about 
May 16, 2032?

November 12, 2024 will be the 75th annual meeting of the MBA of 
Texas!

June 23, 2026 will be the 100th anniversary of the American Baptist 
Association!

May 16, 2032 will be the 2000th Day of Pentecost going back 
to the book of Acts when the first church already in existence 
received power to be witnesses to the ends of the earth! Let’s 
pause for a moment and let 2000 Pentecosts sink in. WOULDN’T 
IT BE AWESOME IF WE COULD FINISH THE TASK BY THE 2000th 
Anniversary?! That is the task of making the Word of God accessible 
to all people groups in their own language. ONLY after we do this 
can we experience the blessing of His return! Matthew 24:14 “And 
This Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”

I want to be intentional about how I say some things tonight so 
I am going to read this next part.  “After 2000 years one of the 

greatest injustices (you can even say social injustices) is that with 
all of our freedoms, resources, advanced education and theological 
education that we have ANY people groups with NO ACCESS to the 
Word of God in their own language.”

WOULDN’T IT BE AWESOME IF WE COULD FINISH THE TASK 
BY THE 2000th Day of Pentecost in 2032?! Envision with me a 
worldwide celebration and the witness that would be! Yet another 
declaration of fulfilled prophecy!

Let’s read Psalm 67 together. When I read this prophetic psalm I am 
reminded of something Dr. Harold Williams once said in a message 
at Faith Promise Missions Conference at Westwood Missionary 
Baptist Church in Winter Haven, Florida about 30 years ago. He said, 
“I don’t find anywhere in the Word of God that God ever ordained 
any of us to be reservoirs, but He did ordain us to be channels of 
Blessing”.  Psalm 67 is an inspired, transcendent song for the ages. 
Like many songs that endure the generation of their birth, Psalm 
67 is intrinsically linked to the cultural identity of a nation. In this 
case a cultural identity that God himself put into the DNA of His 
people. This song pulled at the heart strings of Israel and is like a 
time capsule for us. Today we can look into its treasure as it does its 
transformative work on our hearts!

John Maxwell says this about Psalm 67 “God’s blessings follow 
leaders who adopt His vision for the nations of the world. God 
blesses His people so that they can bless those who have yet to be 
blessed. We should be driven by this vision. Maintenance is not the 
goal. Getting blessed is not the goal. When God blesses us, we are to 
turn around and bless all the unblessed nations of the earth.”

A Word to Pastors, your leadership in missions is extremely vital 
and not just a good thing to do: it is a mandate from our Lord for the 
good of your people. I love this quote, “Your Church may NEED to do 
missions more than the missionaries NEED you to do missions.” A 
great pastor and missionary advocate, George F Pentecost said, “To 
the Pastor belongs the privilege and responsibility of the missionary 
problem.” You’ve heard it many times, “Everything rises and falls on 
leadership.”

We are so incredibly blessed, but God did not ordain us to be 
reservoirs. Did you know that $42 Trillion is brought in by “Christian” 
churches worldwide annually? $700 Billion of that goes to Missions 
and ONLY $450 million of that to those with NO ACCESS. That’s 
0.001 Percent. To give these numbers perspective, if $1 is 1 second, 
42 trillion would be 1,331,807 years and 450 million would be 5,175 
years.

I recently interviewed Pastor Bill Morrow who has been leading 
his churches in Faith Promise Mission for 40 years as part of my 
Doctorate work for Bro. Joe Morell. Pastor Morrow has a heart of a 
shepherd and a passion for World missions. He said he wants God 
to “Open the windows of Heaven and Pour out a Blessing so we can 
bless others!”  Pastors, you are called to lead in both local work and 
global work and you should do both. You are called to lead in doing 
both - it’s not one or the other! 

Let’s look at Psalm 67 again and let’s NOT forget that this Psalm is 
about more than material blessings let’s be reminded who the true 
Blessing is.  This is the Blessing who is “The earnest expectation of 
the whole creation”. This is Not the curse of the 1st Adam but the 
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Blessing of the 2nd Adam. This is the Blessing who was promised 
to Abraham when God said, “All Families of the Earth shall be 
blessed in thee” and “God will provide himself a Ram”.  This is the 
Blessing that John the Baptist proclaimed when he said, “Behold, the 
lamb of God which takes away the sin of the World”. For there is no 
real blessing without the mercy of God and the forgiveness of sin 
through the shedding of blood. King David himself wrote “Blessed 
is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed 
is the man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity”. David also 
wrote of this Blessing who was risen from the dead, no more to 
return to corruption. This is the Blessing of whom the Prophet Isaiah 
wrote, “I will give you the sure mercies (blessings) of David….and 
nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee”. This is the Blessing 
“who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places”. 
This Blessing is the one that people of all nations, kindreds, and 
tongues cry out about in Revelation 7 saying, “Blessing, and glory, 
and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and might, 
be unto our God for ever and ever.” Do you drink from this cup of 
blessing by which we bless God? This Blessing is Jesus Christ. The 
One who makes all things NEW. The Temple of the New Jerusalem, 
the Light of the City of God. The nations of them which are saved 
shall walk in the light of it and there shall be no night there and the 
kings of the earth shall bring the glory and honor of the nations 
into it. Just as the last verse of Psalm 67 says. “God Shall Bless us; 
and all the ends of the earth shall fear him.” This is the treasure in 
our plastic bags!  WOULDN’T IT BE AWESOME IF God’s people by 
the power of God could FINISH THE TASK BY THE 2000th Day Of 
Pentecost in 2032?!

Recently I was at a local association meeting and I heard a young 
missionary (Matthew Thompson) doing deputation say, “Now, 
there are more Christians than ever before with more resources 
than ever before, more technology than ever before, and more 
transportation than ever before and we have the same all-powerful 
and all-knowing God who desires for all people everywhere to be 
saved. There is no reason that our generation can’t take the gospel 
to every people group!”  I told you God is raising up some incredible 
young people!

The task remaining is difficult and the people groups that have yet 
to get access are in the most difficult and dangerous places, and that 
is why they are still in the condition they are! Brothers and Sisters, 
“We haven’t come this far to only come this far.” Though! No doubt, 
we live in difficult times and we wish like everyone else that it wasn’t 
like this but, “So do all who live to see such times. But that is not for us 
to decide, all we have to decide is what to do with the time given us.”

Only 3% of all Christian Missionaries go to unreached people groups 
though and even less to those with absolutely NO ACCESS. We have 
a shortage of laborers! What was Jesus’ solution to the missionary 
problem, the problem that broke Jesus’ heart and breaks our hearts? 
Let’s READ Matthew 9:35-38. Jesus’ solution started with prayer! I 
must confess, I don’t understand how prayer works but it is not my 
job to understand it, it’s my joy to just believe it!

Many years ago in the 1940’s an aged lady lived in poverty. The 
people of a nearby church found out about her condition and came 
to visit her to see if they could help. The Pastor inquired concerning 
her family. He asked her if she had any children. She said, “Yes, I 
have a son in South America.”

He said “Does your son ever write?”

She said, “No, he never writes.”

The Pastor said, “You mean you never receive a thing from him?”

“Oh, yes,” she said. “Once a month I receive a little green cardboard, 
but he never writes anything.”

The Pastor excitedly asked, “Where are those cardboards?”

She said, “Well, I needed to paper the back room, so I used them to 
paper the walls.”

The Pastor said to her, “Take me to the back room quickly.” She did 
so. The Pastor looked at her and said, “Lady, those are money orders. 
You are rich and don’t realize it.”

“Believe it! Believe it! Believe it!... Believe it, weary pastor and 
ministers with burdens of leadership upon your shoulder. Believe 
it, student pastor thanklessly pouring into students’ lives! Believe 
it, young couple looking for God’s direction in your life! Believe it, 
tired mom and dad. Believe it, lonely widow and widower. Believe 
it, sacrificing college student. Believe it young student. Believe it! 
Believe it! Believe it! Believe that there is a God in heaven. Believe 
that He is rich. Believe that He loves you. Believe that He loves every 
person in every people group in the World. Believe that He is inviting 
you to be a part of His great work and pray like never before!” Let’s 
pour ourselves out in prayer!

Let me conclude with one more story told by missionary and 
Bible translator Bro. Chase Reynolds. “Yesterday Sion and Jeri 
(two men from the Yetfa tribe) and I spent almost an hour talking 
about people groups that have no access. I showed them on a map 
and told them information about the 269 people groups that have: 
NO known believers, NO church and NO portion of God’s Word 
in their language. The more we discussed these people groups, 
talking about them as real people and not just statistics, tears were 
streaming from Sion’s eyes. When I finally stopped talking, he 
looked at me and said, ‘Away, I thought everyone else already had 
the gospel. I thought we were the last ones!’ Then he looked at Jeri 
and said ‘What are we going to do?! What are we going to do?!’ I 
spent the next 30 minutes answering their questions about how to 
get a passport, how much it would cost to fly to another country, how 
to get a visa to another country etc. Finally, we ended with praying 
for the unreached people groups, and that if God was willing, that 
he would send someone from the Yetfa people one day.  Oh, that 
all of God’s people would respond in the same way to the news of 
those who live with no access to the good news of salvation through 
Jesus!”

Thirty years ago in 1992 my wife and I were just 2 plastic bags at the 
altar of prayer… so that the excellency of the power may be of God, 
and not of us!  God can do more with someone who knows they 
are a plastic bag than with someone who thinks they are a Gucci. 
We are going to conclude with an invitation to pray that God would 
send laborers to work with those who have NO ACCESS to the Word 
of God. 

MBA of Texas Annual Sermon (2021) by Jonathon D. Smith adapted 
for the Texas Baptist Monitor.
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Serving the churches and   
missionaries of the American 

Baptist Association. 

Contact Us At: 
chase_reynolds@wycliffe.org 
(817) 675-4548

Sent Out By: 
Sublett Road Baptist Church 
P.O. Box 172076 
Arlington, TX  76003-2076 

CChhaassee  &&  KKeellllii  RReeyynnoollddss  
UUrriiaahh,,  NNaatthhaann  &&  CCoorriinn

December 2021 

 December was an amazing month! 
 Eddie Williams invited me, Chad Thompson (his pastor), and 2 

 men from his church - Brandon Darden and Rick Nelson - to come 
 and share in part of his ministry among the Turkana people in 

 Kenya, East Africa. 
 We got to participate in the organization of a church in the village of 

   Kalodiir, the ordination of 2 men in the villages of Nakechichok and 
 Nangolipus, teach a Leadership Seminar at the Landmark Baptist Bible  
Institute, celebrate 18 men graduating from the Institute and preach for a 
Sunday morning worship service at the church in the village of Laparparae. 
   During the Leadership Seminar I had the opportunity and honor to  
challenge the leaders (both men and women) of all 15 Landmark Baptist 
churches in the Turkana territory to pray for the unreached people groups 
throughout the world. Their response was humbling and encouraging. 
   Thank you, Eddie, for the invitation to come and thanks to South Union BC 
for your generosity in covering the expenses! It was an experience I will  
always cherish. 



T 
he Baptist Sunday School 
Committee and Bogard Press have 
served churches of the American 

Baptist Association since the beginning of 
our associated work.  We have survived two 

world wars, a great depression, two pandemics, and countless 
other challenges.  But I am concerned the greatest challenge we 
face is lethargy in these end times.  If we in the Lord’s churches do 
not get excited about our purpose, it will have a dramatic impact 
on our associated works of missions and literature.

Bogard Press has weathered the storm of the COVID pandemic, 
but unit sales are still 20 percent lower than before the pandemic.  
We strive to provide a complete curriculum that is always true 
to the Word, because it matters what you give church members 
to take home.  As your church considers literature needs, please 
prayerfully consider literature from Bogard Press.

Our Adult Sunday School curriculum provides churches with 
discipleship tools, giving adults an opportunity to systematically 
study and apply the Bible to carry out God’s will in their lives.

Our Children’s Sunday School curriculum presents truths to 
connect students with the gospel and to disciple them in their 
relationships with Christ.  Bible Basics is an easy-to-use traditional 
curriculum, and SPLAT provides active learning opportunities 
which allow students to experience God’s Word.

Teen Sunday School provides churches a discipleship curriculum 
designed to engage teenagers in discipleship through Bible 

principles. It leads teenagers through relevant topics to draw them 
closer to Jesus.

VBS provides churches with evangelistic and discipleship 
opportunities in an immersive learning environment with a yearly 
theme that catches the imagination of all students.

Baptist Training Courses are thirteen-week series for all ages that 
cover Bible truths to benefit students in Baptist doctrinal studies 
and personal discipleship.

Bible Challenge is a Bible-based program designed to teach 
Pre-K to 12th grade students to hide God’s Word in their hearts.  
Bible Challenge uses the KJV Bible as the basis for scripture 
memorization and discipleship.

Give us a call, reach out to us on social media, send us an email 
or chat with us. We would love to connect with you to serve you 
better.

“And when he was twelve years old, 
they went up to Jerusalem after the 
custom of the feast. And when they had 
fulfilled the days, as they returned, the 

child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his 
mother knew not of it,” (Luke 2:42, 43).

God inspired Luke to give us one small glimpse of the life of Jesus 
between His birth and public ministry. Mary and Joseph were 
tasked with raising Jesus, so they did everything they could to foster 
His relationship with God. Even though they were not wealthy, they 
made the trip to bring Jesus to Jerusalem for the Passover. Luke’s 
account teaches us many lessons about the deity of Jesus and His 
commitment to align His life with the will of His Heavenly Father, 
even at the expense of comfort, security and at the risk of upsetting 
those who loved Him most. But hidden among the lessons in Luke’s 
account of twelve-year-old Jesus lies a reminder that it is never too 
early to introduce children to the worship of God and the truth of 
His word.

Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to Jerusalem with the expectation 
that He would observe and engage in the worship of God. Perhaps 
they expected Jesus to leave Jerusalem with a deeper commitment 
to the Lord or a clearer understanding of God’s will for His life. We 
know from the account that Jesus used this experience in Jerusalem 
to teach His earthly guardians the supremacy of God, but what can 
we learn from Mary and Joseph about fostering spiritual growth in 
the lives of children?

We learn that children, even as young as twelve years of age, 
are important to God and can become firmly committed to 
following Him. We learn that adults should do everything 
possible to create environments which have the potential to 
lead children to become fully committed to God. We learn that 
multisensory experiences can be powerful catalysts for leading 
children toward embracing God and His will by faith.

Bogard Press is committed to providing the resources needed 
to help children engage in the gospel. More important than any 
lesson plan or workbook, though, are adults who value spiritual 
transformation in the lives of children. Let us prioritize the 
spiritual growth of the young people in our lives for the glory 
and kingdom of God.

DEAN GRIGSBY
Business Manager

MARK CLEMENTS
Editor in Chief
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ROGER STEWART
Secretary-Treasurer
of Missions

MONTHLY MISSION REPORT - DECEMBER 2021
Thank you! Because of you, we reached and surpassed our hopes for the 
2021 Thanksgiving Mission Offering. To date: $319,853.69, from 280 
churches, 11 individuals and families, in 4 countries – USA, Philippines, 
Japan and Mexico – was graciously given toward the $300,000.00 goal. With 
your incredibly generous offerings we are assured that the recommended 
missionaries of the American Baptist Association will be fully funded for 
many months to come.

Travels for the Secretary-Treasurer of Missions in December were almost 
non-existent. I did fill-in at my wife’s home church the Sunday after 
Christmas while their pastor recovered from the flu. Otherwise, I caught 
up on some office work and rest during the holiday season. In January, 
however, the schedule is already full including stops in Arkansas, Louisiana 
and Alabama.

If your church family would enjoy an in-person update on ABA Missions, 
please contact the Missions’ Office at 903.792.2312 to schedule an 
appointment. I am currently booking dates for July 2022 and beyond. I 
would be honored to share with your church how God is opening doors for 
ABA Missions like we have never seen prior to recent times.

Philippians 1:12

The Secretary-Treasurer’s Office networks among ABA ministries. If you 
need assistance in reaching out during times of crisis, we will help point 
you in the right direction, connecting you with the right people

On that note… if you would like to contribute to the Philippines relief 
following super typhoon Rai (known as Odette in Philippines) please contact 
Brother Wayne Stringer [903.277.3590 or ewaynestringer@valornet.com] 
with Philippine Mission Development [PMD]. They have established a relief 
effort wherein funds will be distributed among the Filipinos via Brother 
Abner Tuazon in Angeles City.

National Missionary Bartolome 
Labajo

Cebu Island, Philippines

Sponsored by Abiko Baptist 
Church, Abiko, Japan

Co-Sponsored by Clearview MBC, 
Verbena, AL

To view previous reports,
visit our website at
www.abamissions.org

P.O. Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050   |   Phone: 903.792.2312   |   Fax: 903.794.1290   |   Email: missions@abamissions.org

BEGINNING BALANCE  $2,438,318.75

RECEIPTS:
 Interstate Salaries                   $119,884.63
 Foreign & National Salaries   $118,038.41
 Designated    $67,437.88
 Undesignated     $11,465.41
TOTAL RECEIPTS   $316,826.33

BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE  $2,755,145.08

DISBURSEMENTS
 Interstate Salaries     $73,850.78
 Foreign Salaries     $25,860.87
 National Salaries     $25,271.60
 Designated     $61,937.88
	 Sal/Exp	of	Sec-Treas.	Office
	 	 Office	Salaries	 $14,995.28
	 	 General	Office	 					$3,134.19
  Automobile Expense         $815.75
  Sec/Treas. Expenses      $1,984.80
  Postage $488.00

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $208,339.15   

BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD  $ 2,546,805.93      

SURPLUS FOR DECEMBER  $108,487.18



I was saved at Bogg Springs Encampment at the age of seven and 
announced my call to the  ministry ten years later back at The 

Bogg. After receiving a Bachelor of Music Education degree, Monty, 
my wife, and I moved to Henderson, TX, where I served Calvary 
Baptist Church for forty-one years and also taught at Texas Baptist. 
I also hold a Doctor of Theology degree from Texas Baptist, and a 
Doctor of Educational Ministry. Currently I am finishing a PhD in 
Organizational Leadership. I teach Discipleship, Biblical WorldView 
and Christian Education Administration classes at Texas Baptist 
and also serve as Chief Executive Officer/Academic Dean. God has 
blessed our family tremendously. My amazing wife, Monty, and I 
have three sons who are also blessed with wonderful wives, and 
seven grandchildren who all still live in Henderson and attend 
Calvary Baptist Church. What a blessing!

~ Steve Butler

I have been in full-time ministry for 24 years. Eight of those years 
serving as Youth/Associate Pastor in Arkansas and Alabama 

while preparing for a ministry in Bible translation. Throughout that 
time and during deputation, I finished a B.A. in Biblical Theology, 
an M. Div. and an M.A. in Applied Linguistics. From 2008 till 2021, 
my family and I lived and served as Church Planters and Bible 
Translators for the Yetfa people in Papua, Indonesia. I also served 
10 other language groups as a Bible Translation Consultant and 
Project Coordinator. In 2021, my family and I relocated back to the 
States to continue in the Bible Translation/Consultation ministry, as 
well as leading the World Missions Ministry for the churches and 
missionaries of the American Baptist Association. At Texas Baptist 
I currently teach Intercultural Communications and will also teach 
Ephesians-Colossians in the 2022-2023 school year.

~ Chase Reynolds

H aving been raised in a home where the things of God were 
a part of the fabric of who we were, I was saved at a young 

age under the ministry of Bro. Buddy Lemons at Pauline MBC, 
Monticello, AR. During the middle of my senior year of college, God 
made it clear he wanted me to serve Him in ministry as a profession.

After completing my B.S. in Accounting, I enrolled in seminary and 
eventually graduated from Texas Baptist. During that time, I began 
to serve as Youth Pastor at Calvary Baptist Church, Henderson, TX. 
and married Dee Ann. We have since raised three sons.

While serving at Calvary, God made it clear once again He wanted 
me to follow His call for my life. This led to us beginning the ministry 
of Youth Frameworks. In this ministry, we served churches and 
missionaries in 30 states and on five continents primarily in the 
area of helping them reach young people with the Gospel. This 
also included a six year stint of heading The Amazon Project in the 
Amazon jungle of Peru. I also was asked to begin a Youth Ministry 
program at Texas Baptist and later took over the position long-held 
by Bro. Frank Vaughn as Business Administrator of the school.

In 2016, I was added full-time to the administration and faculty of 
Texas Baptist. I now serve as a faculty member and as Vice President 
of Advancement.

~ Robert Wallace

MY minIsTry StoRY
TexAs BaPtiST FAcuLtY
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I was saved on January 15, 1969. My father, who pastored Borger 
Missionary Baptist Church, led me to the Lord in our living room 

following a Sunday evening service. 

In the spring of 1980, following a presentation by the music 
ensemble from Texas Baptist at a youth rally, I felt the calling of God 
to serve Him in ministry, and the following fall, I began classes at 
Texas Baptist. I received an Associate of Church Music degree and 
later a Bachelor of English Bible while attending classes there. After 
leaving Texas Baptist, I began classes at Arlington Baptist College in 
Arlington, TX, where I earned a Bachelor of Arts in Music degree. In 
2015, I started classes at Liberty Baptist University in Lynchburg, VA 
and in 2017 I earned a Master of Christian Ministry degree with a 
specialty focus in Worship. 

In the summer of 1981 I began my first ministry position as Music & 
Youth Minister at Eastside Baptist Church in Gary, TX. From there, 
I have served at Central Baptist Church in Plano, TX, Bethel MBC 
in Ashdown, AR, Emmanuel MBC in Malvern, AR, Calvary Baptist 
in Magnolia, AR, and where I currently serve, Longview MBC in 
Longview, TX. 

Along with serving as Associate Pastor at LMBC, I began teaching 
music classes at Texas Baptist in the fall of 2005. I currently teach 
the following classes: Elementary Harmony, Intermediate Harmony, 
Applied Music classes (Voice, Guitar, Conducting), Practical Worship, 
Philosophy of Worship and Wisdom Literature. In addition, I also 
serve as school Registrar, chair of the Ministry Division, Director of 
Assessment, and on Academic and Administrative committees. 

In the summer of 1985, I married my childhood sweetheart, Donna. 
God blessed us with three wonderful children, and more recently, 
two grandsons. I thank Him for the wonderful life we have been 
blessed with and for the honor it is to serve Him through the 
ministries of LMBC and Texas Baptist.

~ Jimmy Jones

I was saved at 15 years of age and baptized in the Neches River 
(the same river I almost drowned in) by First Baptist of Silsbee, 

Texas. I graduated High School in 1959 at Woodville, Texas and 
entered the Air Force two weeks later as a Chaplain’s Assistant 
during the Vietnam War era. I worked with military chaplains for 
nine years and married my high school sweetheart, Ella Brock. We 
have enjoyed serving the Lord together for 61+ years and have three 
amazing sons, Dirk -retired Army Major, Jason -Boston Scientific 
pacemakers specialist and Wade – entrepreneur. Our family left the 
military in 1968 and moved to Huntsville, Texas where I finished a 
Masters of Education degree and taught 8th grade Earth Science, 
Vocational Agriculture and Women prisoners at Goree, women’s 
unit. I surrendered to preach at Chapelwood Baptist Church under 
tutelage of Bro Kenneth Griffith, entered Texas Baptist Institute-
Seminary in 1974, received Doctorate of Bible Languages and 
have taught Bible courses at Texas Baptist for 47 years. Our family 
ministered for 16 years at Brooks Chapel Baptist Church, Beckville, 
Texas and presently 36 years at Tyler Road Baptist Church, 
Henderson, Texas. God has been gracious to the our family and 
these have been the most fulfilling and spiritually blessed years of 
our lives.

~ Robert Brock 

T eresa and I have been married for fifty-three years. We have 
three children Mark, Eric, and Bethany. Son Mark and his wife 

Marla (A Christian Counselor) have three children. He serves as 
the administrative pastor at Bethel Bible Church, Tyler, Texas. Our 
son Eric and his wife Courtney (An Attorney) have three children. 
He is the lead pastor at Trinity Bible Church in Weatherford, Texas. 
Daughter Bethany (A stay home mom) and her husband Josh have 
four children. Josh is the senior pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Meriden, Oklahoma.

EDUCATION

Graduated Northside High School in Fort Smith, Arkansas, in 1965.

Missionary Baptist Seminary, Little Rock, Arkansas, 1966 to 1970. 
Graduated with a Bachelor in Bible Languages.

Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary, Henderson, Texas, received his 
Master’s Degree in Theology in 1991 and Doctor Degree in Theology 
in 1993.

CHURCH MINISTRY

While a student in seminary, I was the pastor of Landmark Baptist 
Church in Ward, Arkansas.

I served 18 years, 1970-1988, as senior pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church, Ozark, Arkansas.

I served 30 years, 1988-2018, as the senior pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church, Henderson, Texas. I continue serving on the church staff as 
Executive Pastor under senior pastor Luke Brown.

Since 1988, I have served as a faculty member at Texas Baptist. I 
presently teach the following classes:  Personal Evangelism/Church 
Growth, Leadership, James/Hebrews, Church, Pastoral Leadership, 
Growth/Revitalization, Special Services/Preaching Practicum, Intro 
to Christian Ministery, Bible Geography.

I enjoy snow skiing, fishing, and our ten grandchildren.

~ Bill Kuykendall

T he Lord found me when I was 22 years of age in a fairly remote 
religious city. The Word of God caught my full attention with 

the Gospel but there was a limited amount of Gospel preaching 
available in northern Minnesota where I was located. It wasn’t long 
before I packed my family and moved to another state where I could 
attend a Bible college under Baptist tutelage.  God’s call upon my 
life was firmly established in Illinois there in 1979. Since then I have 
planted churches and done mission work in the United States and 
on foreign fields. I have also been a continuing student and teacher 
even unto this day in several Christian Bible Institutes and schools. 
I am currently teaching history courses at Texas Baptist  while I 
continue to serve as a missionary and labor out of Liberty Chapel 
Baptist Church out of Carthage, TX, my sending church.

Education includes: University of Minnesota, Fellowship Bible 
College, West Texas Baptist Institute, and Trinity Southwest 
University.

~ John Melancon



I was born and raised in Brazil and started to follow Jesus at the 
age of 17. I preached my first sermon at the age of 18. After serving 

the Lord for several years in Brazil, I moved to the United States to 
continue my preparation for the ministry as a Texas Baptist student 
and member of Calvary Baptist Church. A few years later, I was 
ordained by CBC and became division chair and full-time faculty 
member at Texas Baptist, where I teach primarily Greek Language 
and Literature, Biblical Theology, and Research. I earned a BA in 
Education from the Federal University of Ceará, and a Master’s 
and Ph.D. in Classics from the University of São Paulo. As part of 
my Ph.D. studies, I studied at the University of Cambridge during 
the academic year of 2017. Currently, I am a contributing writer for 
Bogard Press, and a full member of the Society of Biblical Literature 
(SBL).

~ Francisco Barros 

I was born again at the age of 13. I was baptized by Friendship 
Baptist Church, Groves, Texas. Upon graduating from high 

school I attended Lamar University in Beaumont, Texas. I became 
convicted about my lack of worship, and service to Christ. I joined 
Stonegate Missionary Baptist Church, Port Arthur, Texas.  While 
attending church, and getting involved in the work of God, I began 
to sense the call of God. I accepted the call to preach in 1985, and 
enrolled at Texas Baptist. I graduated from Texas Baptist with an 
Associate of Bible degree, Bachelor of Theology degree, Master of 
Theology degree, and Doctor of Theology degree. I was the pastor 
of Hopewell Missionary Baptist Church from 1990 -2011. I was asked 
to join the faculty at Texas Baptist, I serve as professor of Preaching, 
and hold the Bible and Theology Division chair. I graduated from 
Union University, Jackson, Tennessee with a Doctor of Ministry 
in Expository Preaching 2017. I am a graduate of the Institute for 
Biblical Preaching, Memphis, Tennessee. I was inducted as a Fellow 
of Expository Preaching in 2018. I am currently pursuing a PhD in 
Biblical Preaching. I am on track to graduate this Summer. I am the 
author of the text book, Preaching the Text Driven Sermon to the 
Text Driven Generation, it is due to be released this Summer. 

As a faculty member, I am deeply appreciative of Calvary Baptist 
Church, Henderson, Texas, and all the individuals, and churches 
that support our beloved seminary. Someone has said, “Ministry to 
Ministers is Ministry to Multitudes”. I believe we see this happening 
at Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary.

I serve as the senior pastor of Emmaus Baptist Fellowship, Lakeport, 
Texas.

I married my highschool sweetheart, Shawna Baxter in 1988. The 
Lord has blessed us with our only child, Emily Brooke Proctor. I am 
thankful to be where I am, doing what I can, for the honor of my 
Savior, Lord, and God, Christ Jesus. Blessings.

~ David Proctor

I was born in Houston, Tx., and raised along the southern gulf 
coast of the US. I enrolled in Stephen F. Austin State University, 

where I met my wife, Tamie. Through her witness and that of the 
college ministry there, I received Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior 
in June of 1977. I was baptized and became a part of Nacogdoches 
Missionary Baptist Church, in Nacogdoches, Tx. After graduation 
from S.F.A. in 1978 with a Bachelor of Business Administration, I 
surrendered my life as a minister of the gospel and entered Texas 
Baptist that following year.

In 1981 I graduated from Texas Baptist with a Bachelor 
of Theology. I completed a Master of Divinity in Biblical 
Languages and a Doctor of Ministry degree from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. In 2020, I entered a 
PhD program in New Testament Biblical Studies from Baptist Bible 
Seminary in Clark’s Summit, PA.

I served on staff of eight churches and currently serve as pastor of 
Sunset Missionary Baptist Church, Marshall, Tx.

Birthed out of dealing with various types of conflict in church 
ministry, the Lord led me to develop a Pastor-Directed Model to 
successfully address conflict in ministry based on how Moses led 
Israel in the wilderness. That gave me the privilege to publish my 
first book, The Moses Way, which is the basis for the class, Conflict 
Resolution, that I have been asked to teach at Texas Baptist starting 
this spring. It is designed to help pastors effectively address conflict 
in ministry. For more information about my book The Moses Way, go 
to my website www.giballen.com. I also have the distinct privilege 
to begin teaching the book of Revelation, which our esteemed 
President of Texas Baptist, Dr. Ray Brooks, has taught for over 40 
years.

~ Gib Allen

I was saved at the age of 9.  I announced my call to music and youth 
ministry in September of 1976.  I began attending Texas Baptist 

in November of 1976.  I have served in music and youth ministry 
in Parkway Baptist Church (Longview, Texas, 1978 - 1981), Highland 
Baptist Church (Gainesville, Florida, 1981 - 1986), Monterey Baptist 
Church (Orlando, Florida, 1986 - 1990), Overton Missionary Baptist 
Church (Overton, Texas, 1990 - 2009).  I earned a master’s degree 
in clinical psychology from Texas A & M University in August 1997.  
I have been teaching counseling and psychology classes at Texas 
Baptist since August of 2017 and currently serve as the Dean of 
Students.

~ James Roney

I was saved at the age of 14 at Pine Springs Baptist Camp. I 
announced my call to the ministry in April of 2000 at Lonoke 

Baptist Church in Morrilton Arkansas. I have served as youth pastor 
at Lonoke Baptist Church (Morrilton AR 2000-2002), First Baptist 
Church (Cave City AR 2002-2010), and Lead Pastor at Longview 
Missionary Baptist Church (Longview TX 2010-present). I earned 
undergraduate degrees from The University of Arkansas system 
and Central Arkansas Baptist Bible Institute (CABBI). I hold a 
master’s degree from Texas Baptist and a doctorate from CABBI. I 
have been instructing at Texas Baptist since 2014.

~ Nathan Rogers

MY minIsTry
StoRY
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H 
appy New Year! We are praying that God will bless you all 
with a year of good health and prosperity. God has been so 

very good to us and we give Him praise for all He has done for us. 
We want to thank you all for your offerings, prayers and physical 
help for the Texas Mission Builders this past year. It is through you 
that God allows this work to continue helping our churches of the 
MBA of Texas. We appreciate you more than words can say!

COVID continues to hinder the work to 
some degree, just as it has hindered our 
churches. Bro. Mike Pearson tested positive 
last week. He told me today that he is 
feeling better. Bro. Davis Britain, one of our 
regular volunteer workers is scheduled to 
have surgery on his neck in the near future. 
Please pray for him. Bro. Elvin Rousseau 
is not sure that he will be able to return to 
work in the TMB shop. He had surgery on 
his hip a few months ago and is not doing 
as well as he had hoped. His wife is having 
health problems also. They have been a 
great blessing to this work for many years. 

Please keep all our workers in your daily 
prayers. They are greatly needed.

When I spoke with Bro. Mike, he was on his way 
to Huntsville to work at Chapelwood BC. They will be doing some 
sheetrock work for them and also some work on their stage area. 
When finished there, they plan to go to Magnolia MBC to put on 
a new roof and a drive thru. We are still working on cabinets in 

the TMB shop for the Texas Baptist student 
housing apartments. That is an ongoing 
project.

We are always looking for volunteer 
workers. If you have some time in your 
schedule and would like to be a part of 
helping some of our churches, please 
contact Bro. Mike Pearson. We can use 
all the help we can get. You can help the 
churches and you will be blessed by God 
for doing it. Not only that, but you can enjoy 
some wonderful Christian fellowship while 
there.

TEXAS MISSION BUILDERS
Leroy & Mary Smith

Join us as we worship, network, and fellowship together 
as we learn from guest speakers and other 
experienced leaders how to CONNECT CULTURES, 
COMMUNICATE COMPASSION, and COMFORT the 
CALLED in order to bridge people to the Gospel. 
For more info, visit our website or join our 
Facebook page.

COST 
$45* Pre-

registration, 
$50 @ the 

door
*Plus processing 

fee

MARCH 14-16
Hosted by Antioch Baptist Church 

5300 Stagecoach Road 
Little Rock, AR 47424

w w w . A n t i o c h M B C . o r g / B r i d g e C o n

501.455.2041 

facebook.com/bridgeconference2022

The new Pastors, Missionaries, 
& Church Leaders Conference



Joe Bozarth; Conroe; Fellowship BC

Slow but steady: December was a good 
month. The holiday season and illness did 
slow down our attendance.

Stats: We averaged 18 in SS; 21 in MW; 11 in 
EW; and 8 on WE. Our offering was $8,206 
with $845.60 given to missions and $3,002 
paid on the loan.

Non-profit: We are working hard and the 
teens contacted a non-profit called 7More. 
Our members donated time and money, 
and the teens shopped for the children of 
inmates who were released from the state 
penitentiary in Huntsville in December. The 
former inmates selected gifts to take home to 
their children.

Greg Devine; Rosharon; New Church 
Plant

Moved: We have a home in Lake Jackson, 
(with no lease) and are minutes away from 
our target area, and our sending church. 
There is survey work to be done in the area, 
but God brought us to a place to have a first-
hand perspective of how all of that is going 
to unfold.   

Help: God blessed with safety and help! 
Thanks to all who helped load in North 
Texas, and to Unity MBC, Alvin MBC, and 
Iglesia Bautista Betel who helped unload the 
two U-Haul trucks and a trailer on Sunday 
evening the 12th.

Prayers & Guidance: We are looking 
forward to meeting those who expressed 
interest in being part of this work. God is 
moving on hearts and minds, and we need 
your prayers for His guidance to bring these 
people together.

Steven Haney; Lubbock; MBSF Director 
at Texas Tech U.

6-7 Students: TTU dismissed in December 
and reopens the 2nd week in January. 
We had one Bible study with 6 and our 
breakfast-for-dinner fellowship with 7 
present. We reserved a spot for the spring 
student organization fair, pray as we hand 
out material and meet the new students. We 
will have weekly officer meetings, weekly 
campus booths, biweekly fellowships, and 
biweekly community service days in the 
spring!  

Beliefs: Last semester we discussed different 
denominations and their beliefs and why 
so many different Christian beliefs and 
comparing them to the Bible. We started 
on Baptist beliefs and will do more next 
semester.

Goal: We are at about $3,400/month of our 
$4,500/month goal to find a house.

Glenn McCarver ; El Paso ; Borderland 
MBC

Blessed: We enjoyed a Christmas party in 
Roswell, NM. I helped with their homeless 
ministry, and talked to a few people. Some, 
are messed up by drugs, alcohol, and not 
lucid. Pray God will open these up, to Him.

Covid: Our family has had Covid.

Stats: We averaged 8 on SM with a high of 
10; 7 on WE, and 2 visitors. We gave $669 to 
missions.

Called: My son-in-law, Raul, surrendered to 
preach. God was dealing with him for some 
time. We praise God for Raul’s surrendering 
to God!

 

Victor Rice; San Antonio; Shiloh MBC

Covid: We had 4 affected with Covid. Thank 
God, for sparing my wife and son, for my 
wife had it very bad. We had an outreach 
at Haven of Hope shelter, providing hot 
tamales, Spanish rice, and hot cocoa, 
serving 75 meals, & shared the gospel and 
sang Christmas carols.  

Stats: We averaged 19 in SS; 21 in MW, 
14 in EW, and 17 on WE. Our offering was 
$8,244.26 with $1,200 paid on rent, and 
$420 given to missions.

Eve: Our newest members had a big part in 
our candlelight service. God is transforming 
their lives and hope in Jesus.

Gifts: We had a Christmas meal for members 
and guests and handed out coats, Bennie 
hats, and gifts for the children. Our building 
fund is at $15,985.

David Smith; Mansfield; Lifeline BC

Baptized: We welcome Anthony & Angela 
Guerrero by baptism.

Dedication: Ricardo Guerrero opened 
his second business, “Gerrero Alignment 
& Muffler Shop”. I helped dedicate their 
business to God, along with other people.

Stats: We had 2 baptized, with 1 saved, and 
1 joining by statement. We averaged 20 in 
MW, and 10 in Small groups. Our offering 
was $2,219 with $1,470 given to missions and 
$725 paid on rent.

Program: Our Christmas program was 
great. Thank God for His blessings.

 

Larry Watson ; Rockdale ; Landmark 
MBC

Average: We had weeks with high & low 
attendance. We had a fellowship meal on the 
12th and we had many in attendance! We 
are hoping our afternoon and Wednesday 
services are better attended in the coming 
months.

Revival: We voted to have a revival meeting. 
Pray we’ll see true revival!

Stats: We averaged 13 in SS; 13 in MW with a 
high of 20; 7 in EW; and 6 on WE.

OCT BEGINNING BALANCE: $100,096.48
OFFERINGS:  $24,115.65
MISSIONARY SUPPORT:  -$15,450
ADM. SALARY:  -$2,600
TRANSITION SALARY:  -$2,600
EXPENSES:  (DESIGNATED)  -$405
  (OFFICE)  -$9,571.22
 (CHRISTMAS BONUS)  -$2,450

OCT ENDING BALANCE:  $91,185.91

Since November 1st:  
1 saved, 2 baptized, 3 joined by statement.

The newly elected Secretary / Treasurer 
of Missions for the MBA of Texas is Bro. 
Daniel (Danny) Mendoza. His phone 
number is: (281)-948-5915.

Beginning in January 2022, mail your 
church offering to: MBA of Texas, PO Box 
2318, Dayton, TX. 77535.
Please DO NOT put a person’s name on 
the check, but endorse it to: “MBA of 
Texas”.

MBA OF TEXAS MISSION REPORTS - DECEMBER 2021 
Editor: Curtis Gilbert



“… Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. We give thanks to God and the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, Since we heard of your 
faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints.” 
Col. 1:2-4 KJV

I truly rejoice in the Lord and my heart overflows with praise and 
gratitude as I think of the blessings of God on TMD for nearly 50 
years. “God is good all the time and all the time God is good.” I have 
been the Director for nearly 31 years. I have watched the Texas 
churches as they have shown their concern and love for other 
saints who need their financial help with their building and land 
needs. “If God is for us, who can be against us?” God is truly for 
TMD. He has proven it by His faithful blessings through our faithful 
supporters who love the saints of our churches and missions. They 
love them enough to help in time of need. 

During our 50 year history, God has led our 
Texas churches to give over three and a 
quarter million dollars to help Texas churches 
and missions! At present, God is blessing us with over $30,000 
each quarter for our projects. 

Recently, two of our churches in the South Texas Association sent 
us enough money to increase the next five quarters by $6,000. 
Thank you Harmony MBC and True Light MBC. God bless you for 
your love for the saints in need of financial help.

I am looking forward to representing TMD as I present funds 
to Woodglen MBC, Spring, TX, February 5 and Missionary BC, 
Corsicana, TX, May 1. I am expecting that each of these checks 
will well exceed our goal of “ONLY THIRTY THOUSAND, ONLY 
THIRTY THOUSAND!!!!” God loves the TMD program and He also 
loves and blesses those who support it.

TEXAS MISSION DEVELOPMENT
Jim Slocumb

The Baptist Monitor 15

As we start 2022, we reevaluate our lives, our health, and our 
spiritual goals. At our messenger meeting in November, we 
reevaluated our current situation and set our 2022 State Mission 
Project Goal at $12,000. Auxiliaries are encouraged to meet 
and exceed our goal! Teamwork wins! Last year our goal was 
accomplished thanks to so many Ladies Auxiliaries praying & 
working and praying some more! Our theme this year is LEGO & 
LET GOD!!! So many times we find ourselves trying to fix this or that 
or solve this problem or that situation. This year we want to cover 
our missionary in prayer and then LEGO & LET GOD and watch 
how He works!

Our state goal for this year is Bro. Steven Haney with Raider MBSF 
(Missionary Baptist Student Fellowship). Bro. Steven & his family 
moved to Lubbock in 2015 to start working alongside Quaker 
Avenue Baptist Church under Pastor Monty Hilliard. The Raider 
MBSF is a student outreach ministry on Texas Tech campus!

The first year at Texas Tech had 2 students and met off campus. 
Raider MBSF has to meet college campus requirements and follow 
standards which have been more difficult during the last couple 
years with Covid. They are currently running 8-12 students. Praise 
the Lord!

Raider MBSF is registered on campus as a student organization. 
They can meet on campus and hold booths to reach out to 40,000 
plus students who are searching for the truth! When they hold 
booths, a great problem is trying to even make eye contact with 
the students. It’s amazing how many young people are buried in 
their phones or simply do not make eye contact and just keep 
walking. This is often prevalent in our society today. Make that eye 
contact with others! Give that smile! Reach out to others as often as 
you can! Our world needs JESUS now more than ever!

Bro. Haney has a desire to purchase an MBSF house close to 
campus to reach students for the cause of Christ. This would 
alleviate being confined to the campus and campus schedule. 
The house would be used as a base of operations to continuously 
reach searching souls on campus!

During Covid, some students traveled to Quaker Avenue Baptist 
Church for Bible studies, yet it was difficult to get students to come 
across town. More students could be reached close to campus. 
College schedules are crazy plus several have jobs and extra 
activities.

The goal is to find a house for $80,000 or less close to Texas Tech. 
They currently have a little over $20,000 of that $80,000 goal. 
Please join us in prayer, creativity, and teamwork! GUNS UP! TO 
GOD BE THE GLORY, GREAT THINGS HE HATH DONE!

Let’s all LEGO & LET GOD!!! Please share if you have creative ideas 
on raising money for God’s Kingdom! Some Ladies Auxiliaries 
donate $5 or whatever they can every 5th Sunday of the year. 
Some Ladies Auxiliaries talked about a Lego theme this year and 
building as the year goes along. Some mentioned building a huge 
red T out of Legos to promote Texas Tech! The Texas Tech phrase 
is GUNS UP! You might have fun with that! Some give dimes or 
coins. Some just give! Let’s all LEGO & LET GOD!!!

“Now unto HIM that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 
Unto HIM be glory in the church by CHRIST JESUS throughout all 
ages, world without end. AMEN”

(Ephesians 3:20-21)

Much love and prayers,
Joanna Bailey
Texas State Ladies Auxiliary

STATE MISSION PROJECT GOAL 
MBA of TX Women’s Auxiliary 



My name is Chuck Johnston. I am entering a new season in my life and Ministry. I recently 
resigned as pastor of Salmon MBC after 16 years with them. 

I surrendered to the Gospel Ministry at 16. Pastored first Church at 17 for a period of 10 
years. I have been in the Ministry for 56 years. The vast majority of those years have been 
as Pastor. All of my Pastorates have been in ABA Churches. After 10 years in the Ministry, 
I enrolled in Texas Baptist Institute and Seminary where I earned a B/Th. 

My wife, Sharen; and I have been married for 52 years. We have one daughter, two 
grandchildren, and two great grandchildren.

I am not retiring, just moving into a new season of ministry. GOD’S call for my ministry is to 
work with Missions, Churches, and Texas Mission Builders. I’m available to fill in Pulpits in 
the Pastor’s absence or revivals. I am available to travel. Pray for us in this new endeavor.

Contact me on my cellphone 903-724-9042 or email chuckjohnston142@gmail.com.

CHUCK JOHNSTON

Donald Melton, 81, of Center, TX, passed away 
on December 23, 2021. He was born on April 7, 
1940, in Basile, LA, to the late Luster and Tommie 
(Huff) Melton.

Donald grew up in Needville and Galena 
Park. They moved to Henderson after his dad 
surrendered to the ministry and enrolled in Texas 
Baptist Institute and Seminary. He met Louise it is 
believed at Lone Cedar as a child when her dad, 

Doyle Harrison, was a pastor there, but they officially met in Midland 
when they were introduced by his seminary classmate, Amiel Smith, 
who was dating and would later marry Louise’s sister, Sarah. He 
married the love of his life, Mary Louise Harrison Melton, on May 18, 
1960, and they were married 50 years before her passing.
 
Donald graduated from Texas Baptist Institute and Seminary in 1962 
with a Master of English Bible Degree. He spent many years preaching 
the Word of God. He was an ABA Missionary Baptist preacher. His 

pastorates include New Prospect MBC, Deadwood, 1961, New Shady 
Grove MBC, Deadwood, 1962-1963, Hubbard MBC, 1964-1965, Linden 
MBC, 1965-1966, Monticello MBC, Mt. Pleasant, 1967-1968, Bethel MBC, 
New Waverly, 1968-1969, Trout Creek MBC, Kirbyville, 1970-1975, 
Emmanuel MBC, Greenville, 1975-1976, Enterprise MBC, Gary, 1977-
1978, Brown Chapel MBC, San Augustine, 1979-1982, Union MBC, 
Newton, 1982-1986, Hawthorne MBC, San Augustine, 1986-1989, Old 
Salem MBC, Center, 1990-1996, Line Creek MBC, Ida, LA, 1996-1997, 
Landmark MBC, Lufkin, 1998-2001, and New Columbia MBC, Timpson, 
2002-2006. He was a longtime supporter of the Louisiana Missionary 
Baptist Institute and Seminary.
 
Donald is survived by: Son, Jonathan Melton and Grandson, Andrew 
Rushing.
 
He was preceded in death by his wife, Mary Louise Harrison Melton; 
parents, Luster and Tommie Melton; daughter, Donna Louise Melton 
Rushing; and brother, Hiram Melton.

IN MEMORIUM

PASTOR:
Calvary MBC - Sherman, TX 

Grace Temple MBC - Mt. Pleasant, TX
Green Mountain MBC - Rutland, VT

Hillcrest MBC - Paris, TX
Hinton MBC - Hinton, OK

Landmark MBC - Lakewood, CO
Lone Cedar - Joaquin, TX

Mercer BC - Mercer, PA
Nyssa First MBC - Nyssa, OR

West View MBC - Gatesville, TX

ASSOCIATE PASTOR and/or 
YOUTH  LEADER:
Alto MBC - Alto, TX

Calvary MBC - Silsbee, TX
Missionary BC - Hughes Springs, TX

Veal Switch MBC - Hughes Springs, TX

SERVANTS NEEDED 
Contact the Texas Baptist

office for more info.
The following are ministry opportunities 
that have been submitted for publication. 
Inclusion on this list does not necessarily 

constitute an endorsement by Texas 
Baptist Institute & Seminary.

A church has several members (6-8) who have enrolled in our Bible Certificate Program 
and are all taking the same class. Individually, they watch the class videos, do the 
necessary work, and then meet as a group on Wednesday evenings to discuss the class. 
Very thankful for this creative idea. Also, after four courses they will each receive a Bible 
Certificate from Texas Baptist!! Maybe some more churches could use this CREATIVE 
IDEA!!!!

For more information about our Bible Certificate Program, go to:
https://tbi.edu/academics/bible-certificate-program/

Great Idea!
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Sending Church:

Sublett Road 
Baptist Church 
PO Box 172076 

Arlington, TX 76003 

Please make checks payable to: 
Sublett Road Baptist Church 

CC: Matthew Thompson 

Matthew Thompson
Th a n k  yo u  to  th e se  sp e c i a l  

p a r tn e rs :
Sublett Road BC  
Calvary BC Henderson 
Calvary BC Sherman 
Skyline BC & Betel BC  
David Londenberg       
Landmark MBC & Faith BC  
Long Branch MBC 
Spring Creek BC 
Spring Hill MBC 
Memory Lane BC  
Nevill’s Chapel MBC 
Pauline BC & Horizon BC           
Pleasant Hill MBC 
Rocky Branch MBC  
Gary Eastside MBC  
Golden Meadows BC 
College Station MBC 
Alvin MBC & Unity MBC 
West Bauxite MBC 
East Somerset BC 
Flatwoods BC & White Oak BC  
Faith NLR BC Sunset BC  
Schlinger Road BC 
South Union BC 
StoneBridge BC  
Victory BC  & Central MBC 
Journey BC & Emmanuel BC 
Grace BC & Ebenezer BC  
Columbus BC  
Johntown MBC 
Second Ave. BC 
New Home BC  
Liberty BC  
Good Shepherd BC 
White Oak Grove BC 
FMBC Bakersfield  
Brandi and Greg Spann 
Shelly and Michael Gribble  
Janet and Bubba Hart    
James and Robin Pike   
Those who I may not know (Thank 
you) 

Prayer Requests & Needs 

• The people that I will work
with.

• Those without God’s word.
• More people to work with 

them.
• My schooling and preparation

for the field.

Taking God’s word to those who haven’t heard .

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Before moving forward in 2022, let's celebrate what God did in 2021 with a few highlights 
from my newsletters.  
"I am excited to see what God holds in store for me in 2021." (January 2021)  
"Oh to think that in the future by God's grace, you and I will be able to participate in a scene 
(the light of God's Word shining into people's lives in their own language for the first time) of 
God's glory similar to the one described above with another people group." (Febuary 2021) 
"The college group at Sublett Road had a get together at a local park." (March 2021)  
"I finished my 3rd term of school at DIU. Also, Sublett Road Baptist church ordained me on 
May 8th. In April, through God's provision, I was able to quit working at Cracker Barrel so that 
I can now focus my full energy on school, partnership development, and church work. God is 
good." (April 2021)  
"God accomplished much this summer through all of us together. God allowed me to share His 
work of Bible Translation and world missions at 30 different churches, the American Baptist 
Association meeting, Cumberland Baptist Institute, and with many individuals. He helped me 
to finish another term of schooling by giving me safe and stable places to stay, internet access, 
and wonderful hosts." (August 2021)  
"This month I preached and shared the work of Bible Translation in Texas, Alabama and 
Arkansas at five different churches… I have recently taken the next steps that could be very 
telling in seeing where God will open doors for me to go. Please, pray as God continues to lead 
me through this process." (September 2021)  
"By God's grace, since I last wrote to you, I have shared and preached at 15 churches in 
Louisiana, Texas, Mississippi, and Arkansas." (October & November 2021) 
In December, I finished my fifth semester of classes at DIU. I'm so grateful for how God 
has provided and worked this year through us as we partner to take His word to those 
who haven't heard.   
Love in Christ,  
Matthew Thompson 

2021 

How did that get there?

Contact Information  
Cell Number: 434-446-3625 
Email: mkthompson0722@gmail.com 
Website: www.mkthompson.net 

December



W 
ithin the differing groups that 
inhabit the near East, a face veil is 
common to the older cultures. This 

was used specifically at wedding ceremonies. 
Tribal customs vary as to the placement over 
the face; some the bridegroom places it on her 
face just before the wedding ceremony while 
others the veil is placed on the bride before 
the groom sees her on the wedding day. Both 
customs are to reserve the beauty of the bride 
for her husband alone. It is improper to look 
upon the beauty of a married woman but 
acceptable to gaze at her jewelry or family 
heirloom veil.

Bedouin
Face Veil

FACTS ABOUT THE FACTS
by John Melancon
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T 
he reason Missionary Baptists stand on 
local church is manifold but at the top 
of the list is the origin of the church. The 

Biblical church was founded during the personal 
ministry of Jesus Christ. The continuance of the 
church rests entirely upon the membership of the 
local church and no man made or governmental 
institution can carry on the Lord’s church. By the 
end of the  first century the Gospel the church had 
been entrusted with had been carried throughout 
the Roman Empire. That early success carried 
on through the following centuries but due to 
the tremendous persecution converts began a 
slow compromise with governments and Celtic 
practices that weakened theological strengths. 

     However, by 150 A.D. the Montanists were 
strongly resisting worldly compromise. Out of this 
group Tertulian strongly stood against universal 

church that was sweeping through the ranks of so 
called Christianity. This universal church concept 
brought a relaxation toward moral fiber and 
resulted in the concept of penance for restoration 
to God, replacing the Biblical call for repentance 
toward God. This accommodation with the world 
opened the door for a battle within the religions 
of the Roman Empire. Soon the rulers from Rome 
were demanding the Baptists recant or face 
persecution and even death. Many compromised 
but true Bible believers held strong. People such as 
Novation held strongly to the Word but lost control 
within the assembly. Cornelius, a universalist, 
replaced Novation as pastor. Novation then fled 
with the true believers to the alps of Northern Italy. 

      Another group, the Donatists, went into 
Northern Africa. There they grew and became 
influential until the sixth century when they were 
exterminated by the Islamists or fled to other parts 
of the world.

CHURCH HISTORY
by John Melancon

These veils are most often made with coins, 
sometimes of great value and sometimes 
with stamped coins. This is similar to the 
Jewish custom of wearing the tichel scarf 
if a married woman appears in public. She 
is reserving the glory of her hair for her 
husband. This pictured face veil is Bedouin 
and is believed to be about 300 years old.

To view this artifact and many 
others, contact the school office for an 
appointment.



T 
here was a weird smell in my laundry room. I had sniffed 
and cleaned and sprayed and it just lingered on. Everybody 
that came thru, I would ask them to sniff around in there to 

see if we could locate what it was. My son Michael had run by to 
tell me “bye” as he and Tammy were on their way to NewYork for a 
week. He ran in there to take one last “sniff” before he left. He got a 
flashlight and looked around behind the washer and dryer. “What 
is that?!!” He sounded a little panicky as he started pulling on the 
dryer. I climbed on top of the dryer so I could get a better look as he 
shined the flashlight. Yikes!! Here was a huge pile of dirt between the 
wall and my dryer... what in the world!!! My heart was in my throat, 
imagining all kinds of horrible creatures. At this point, he handed me 
the flashlight (I was still on my knees on top of the dryer) kissed me 
on the cheek and said Ok, Mom, we’re outta here! We’ll check it when 
I get back... love you!” And he was off! I knew I couldn’t wait a week to 
find out who or what was taking up residence in my laundry room. 
So, I did what I always do, I called nephews Ronnie and Richard.

Now, Ronnie and Richard are special brothers. They know 
about all kinds of stuff and can fix just about anything. They came 
and checked it out. After looking closely at the pile of dirt Ronnie 
reached up and pushed on the window seal and I watched as the 
whole thing crumbled to the floor. “Aunt Martha, you better call your 
termite man.” I just felt sick. “I don’t want termites!! I don’t like bugs, 
and I don’t know how they ever got in down there behind my dryer! 
This is the pits.” They assured me it was better to find them than 
to leave them untreated. So, I calmed down and called the termite 
people. The nicest young man named Johnny came. Of course I ask 
all kinds of questions. Turned out, my son Andy had coached him 
in high school. I asked him how so many of those destructive little 
creatures could get in. “One at a time really quick” was his answer. He 
explained to me what all he was going to do to get rid of them. He told 

me he would be crawling under my house to both check and spray. 
I said “NO! Johnny, you cannot do that! What about snakes? What if 
there are snakes? I just can’t let you do that!” He assured me that it 
was something he did most days and it was necessary to check it all 
out. I said “aren’t you afraid of snakes?” The conversation from then 
on is etched in my mind. He proceeded to tell me that he had two 
fears, snakes and electricity. At this point he pulled up pictures on 
his phone... pictures of him... when he had been electrocuted. I won’t 
soon forget those pictures. The damage to his body was unbelievable. 

He said he woke up in a helicopter on his way to a burn center. As he 
continued to tell me about it, I realized that he should have died. He 
obviously realized that also. I said “So, God spared you for something 
special He wants you to do for Him.” He said “Yes Ma’m, that’s all I can 
figure.” I then asked him how in the world did he have the courage 
to crawl back under any house. He told me he had realized that if he 
kept living in the past he would always live in fear. He said this was 
his job. This is what he knew and this is how he supported his family. 
Then he said “isn’t that what God tells us to do , ‘forgetting what is 
behind and press on’”? I wiped away tears as he went to work.

The holidays had not been fun. My life has changed so much and 
I can’t seem to pull out of my past... my normal. On top of that I got 
a horrible stomach virus the Monday before Thanksgiving and I’m 
still dealing with that. I did not put up a Christmas tree. I did not buy 
a single present. I wallowed in self-pity... (which I despise in other 
people). My life verse... “be joyful always, pray about everything and 
give thanks in all circumstances”... had gone down-the-tube along 
with any faith I could muster up. I went to my bedroom, got my Bible 
and went straight to Phillipians 3:13,14. As I was apologizing to my 
Father, the Holy Spirit was putting scriptures in my head... “shall we 
accept the good from God and not trouble?” “all things work together 
for good for them that love God”... “do not fear, I will never leave you 
or forsake you”...

As I thanked God for sending Johnny and prayed for his safety 
under my house, His promises 
kept coming to my mind. 
It did occur to me that 
this was probably the 
only time in my life 
I would be thankful 
for termites. Even 
with the termites 
gone, the smell 
is still there. So 
we are all still 
sniffing!

I watched as the whole thing 
crumbled to the floor.
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MISSION READINESS CONFERENCE
APRIL 12 - 14, 2022

10:45 - 11:30
Message

11:30 - NOON
Question & Answer

SPEAKERS:
Tuesday, Joe Morell

Wednesday, Chase Reynolds
Thursday, Joel Dillahunty

P. O. Box 570

Henderson, TX  75653-0570

Periodical Postage
PAID

at 75633

MONITOR
THE BAPTIST


