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W 
isdom has been defined as the 
ability to discern inner qualities 
and relationships, also as a wise 

attitude or course of action. Wisdom is not 
a loose cover-all that fits the thoughts and 
actions of any person. Any person may 

possess wisdom in many facets of life and be rather naïve in others. 
As wise as Albert Einstein was, he was very naïve in his finances. 
A “lost” check made out to him was found serving as a bookmark.

President A.J. Kirkland excelled in wisdom; yet, his “naivety” 
exposed itself. In his planning student housing; he drew the 
plans; one building containing four one-room apartments, each of 
which contained a small kitchen cabinet, cook stove, refrigerator, 
and a small walled-off bath containing a shower and a toilet. The 
remaining part of the one large room was for living, eating, and 
sleeping. Four male preacher students living in such close contact 
is asking for trouble. Trouble came; trouble which led President 
Kirkland, together, with the faculty, to expel one student. A student 
from a church pastored by a very close friend to President Kirkland, 
whose “wisdom” would now “express” itself. 

The pastor came for a visit. President Kirkland rose from his chair, 
greeted his close friend, and seated him in the chair of authority 
behind the desk. Then, after having seated himself before the desk; 
he explained the reason for which the student had been expelled. 
Then he addressed his good friend with: “Brother, What would you 
have done?” 

I thought that most of you would enjoy this true account of how 
life’s decisions can be very “naïve” and at other times crowned with 
“wisdom.” 

Thank you very much for your interest in and support of this “Great 
Commission” work.
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W 
e are having a very positive 
2021-2022 school year. Students 
are doing homework and attending 

classes well; faculty are faithful to be on time 
and present lessons, and staff is working 
hard. It is amazing to see how well our online 
classes are working. We have online students 

with their faces on the in-house monitors participating in class and 
online students taking recorded classes. All are turning in work 
on time.

It is a blessing to be equipped to offer our online classes. Online 
students are studying from around the world. Many countries are 
represented  including: Japan, South Korea, Thailand, and others. 
One class meets in-house at 8 am Texas time while an online person 
streaming the class participates at 6 pm their time. It is amazing!

We have already received applications for next school year as well 
as next semester. If you have an interest in studying at Texas Baptist 
please let us know. Remember, ALL of our classes are offered in-
house, live-streamed and recorded. Our website, tbi.edu, has 
helpful information, but we will call you or personally email you to 
answer any questions you may have. We are here to EQUIP those 
led to Texas Baptist Institute and Seminary. 

I want you to know how honored I feel to be a part of Texas Baptist. 
If your church would like to know more please let me know. We 
will arrange for a student or staff member to come and share the 
mission and goals of Texas Baptist. If there is a potential student in 
your church please let us know.

MISSION: Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary equips saints to do the work of ministry through a Biblically-
based higher education in harmony with the Bible doctrines of the American Baptist Association to 
advance the Kingdom of God through the local church ministry of fulfilling the Great Commission.

EQUIP - ADVANCE - FULFILL

1300 Longview Dr.
Henderson, TX 75652 tbi.edu

O 
ne of the greatest things anyone 
can experience  is getting 
confirmation that God is pleased 

with the direction they are going and 
decisions they have made. I believe God 
gives us these confirmations to inspire 

us to continue. While we should have felt it was God’s will 
when we made the decision, encouragement to stay the 
course is always helpful.

When the decision was made to pursue accreditation for 
Texas Baptist, those involved in the decision were convinced 
God was in it. Over the last 6 years of the process, while we 
have never thought it was the wrong decision, it has been 
very nice to get multiple confirmations from God that He is in 
this pursuit with us.

These confirmations have come in many forms. Things 
such as increased enrollment, verbal encouragement from 
multiple sources, and financial blessings at just the right time 
have worked together to spur us on. Recently, God allowed a 
casual conversation to turn into a connection with a member 
of a sister church who has many years of experience and 
expertise in an area helpful to our school.

Thank you, God, for leading us to greater things and for giving 
us encouragement to stay the course! Many of you have been 
a part of that encouragement and we thank you as well. If 
things stay on course, in just over a year, we will have crossed 
the finish line to initial accreditation!
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Texas Baptist seeks to accomplish the following goals to assist us in 
carrying out our mission of equipping, advancing, and fulfilling. (Our Mission 
Statement can be found on the previous page.)

• Leaders who model integrity and Biblical discernment in guiding the institution 
through a continual program of improvement and accountability

• Bible-centered degree programs that prepare graduates with a quality education, 
through God’s Word and studies of the secular world, to enable graduates to 
present the message of Christ to the world

• Instruction through Biblically-based curriculum and modeled by spiritually mature 
faculty that are academically and experientially prepared

• Learning resources of a diversity of types, accessible to students regardless of location, 
and supports the curriculum

• Education that supports the building of Christian community among students, staff, 
faculty, and administration

GOALS OF
TEXAS BAPTIST
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EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATION
The CEO’s Office works with and through senior administrators to cast the 
institutional vision and mission providing leadership for Board members, 
students, faculty, and staff and providing the face of Texas Baptist to the 
Institution’s constituency and to the greater community of believers and 
unbelievers.

• [Board] Support the governance work of 
the Board of Trustees

• [Vision] Communicate the Vision to provide 
direction for the institution

• [Protect Mission of Institution] Maintain, 
protect, and advance the Institution’s 
Mission

• [Unifying Campus Leader] Provide 
executive leadership that unifies the 
Institution’s personnel around the mission 
and vision

• [Assessment and Planning] Ensure program 
effectiveness through a systematic and 
research-based assessment, evaluation, 
and planning program

ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATION
The academic administrative area exists to provide leadership and structure 
that reflects Biblical values and integrity to ensure the quality of education to 
advance Christ’s Kingdom in the world.

The Academic Administration Area of Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary 
seeks to:

• [Library Goal] Maintain access to a 
collection of learning resources adequate 
to support faculty and student research

• [Registrar Goal] Provide and implement 
a system of on-going student academic 
advisement and maintain a system of 
recording and distributing student records 
in accordance with good practice in higher 
education

• [Faculty Goal] Develop, support, and 
evaluate faculty for the purpose of raising 
the academic quality of the institution

• [Curriculum Goal] Develop, teach, and 
evaluate degree programs appropriate 
to the student enrollment and meet 
accreditation and state requirements

• [Admission Requirement] Admissions 
criteria that assists in the enrolling of 
students appropriately fitted to the 
institution’s academic standards

• [Graduation Requirement] Establish 
graduation requirements for degrees and 
maintain and evaluate a system of certifying 
students for graduation in consultation with 
faculty, the business office, and others as 
determined appropriate
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The Houston metro area is expected to gain over 1 million new 
residents by the end of this decade, surpassing Chicago as the 
nation’s 3rd largest city. We are happy to answer God’s call to 
ministry in this area by partnering with Unity Missionary Baptist 
Church in Richwood, Texas to plant a church near Rosharon, Texas. 
Rosharon in located along the rapidly developing 288 corridor 
south of Houston. Please join us in prayer as we prepare to reach 
this diverse and growing area!

CHURCH PLANT NEAR ROSHARON, TX



Over the next three years, we are seeking to add 1,000 regular monthly 
donors who give $100 or less per month. This is for those who may 
have personally been impacted by our ministry.  Our hope is these 
donors will not decrease their current giving to other worthy causes.

Texas Baptist Allies
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Throughout the history of Texas Baptist Institute and 
Seminary, churches have been crucial supporters of 
our mission. Through prayer, encouragement, food and 
financial donations, and other various means, many pastors, 
missionaries, and other ministry leaders have been able to 
receive a quality education with minimal expense. This is 
a recent example of churches continuing this legacy. If you 
would like for someone to come share the mission in your 
church events or other activities, please let us know.

Pictured are members of New Hope MBC, Burns City, TX, 
presenting a donation to Texas Baptist following a morning 
worship service presentation. Left to right: Bobby & Glenda 
Liedtke, church treasurer; Robert Wallace, Vice President 
of Advancement; and Bro. Rob Hively, pastor and alumni 
of Texas Baptist.

THANKFUL FOR CHURCHES THAT SUPPORT OUR MISSION



I 
t is a blessing to serve the churches 
of the American Baptist Association 
as Business Manager of the Baptist 

Sunday School Committee!  That blessing 
becomes clearer each day as I have had 

the opportunity to visit with leaders in the Lord’s churches during 
many associational meetings over the past few months.  Thank 
you for choosing Bogard Press for your Sunday School, Vacation 
Bible School, and other Bible study needs.  We are thankful for all 
you do for the advancement of God’s kingdom.

The employees of Bogard Press work 
diligently to produce a complete, 
well-rounded, curriculum that is 
biblically based and doctrinally 
sound to equip churches in 
promoting the gospel message.  
We commit to you that we will 
remain Always True to the Word, 
which is more than just a slogan to us; 
it is the very purpose of every printed 
page produced at Bogard Press. 

We understand that it is you, God’s people in His churches, who 
are on the frontlines of the battle.  We know the last few years have 
been some of the most difficult times imaginable for many; yet 
each day we get to hear from many of you as you share accounts 
of how God has helped you to overcome through His grace.  

So, when we go home at the end of each day, we hope to have 
accomplished our mission of serving churches by providing 
literature you need to assist you in fulfilling the Great Commission.  
Every morning when we return, we are thankful for you and 

excited for the opportunity to be fellow helpers with 
you for the truth.

Please know that we are praying for you:  
We give thanks to God always for you all, 
making mention of you in our prayers; 
Remembering without ceasing your 
work of faith, and labour of love, and 

patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in the sight of God and our Father; Knowing, 

brethren beloved, your election of God. 
I Thessalonians 1:2-4

“These were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether 

those things were so.” (Acts 17:11).

We need daily edification from God’s Word. When the believers in 
Berea heard the teaching of apostle Paul, they were commended 
because of their eagerness to search the Word daily. Every day, they 
consulted the Scriptures to confirm the veracity of teaching. Doing 
so strengthened their faith and enlarged their influence on others.

At Bogard Press, we are blessed by gifted writers who assist us in 
finding daily encouragement and edification from the Word of God 
through their contributions to the Daily Devotional. In the coming 
years, you will have the chance to read from several new devotional 
writers who will share the wisdom they have found from God’s 
Word with you daily.

Glen Knight – Bro. Glen has pastored churches in Texas and 
Arkansas but has been serving as a foreign missionary for close to 
thirty years. Currently, he, his wife Summer and daughter Juliana 
serve the western Pacific Ocean through Remote Island Ministries, 
a mission endorsed by Victory Missionary Baptist Church in 
Sherwood, Arkansas. Bro. Glen’s favorite Bible verse is Jeremiah 
33:3. You will be able to read his devotionals starting Winter 2022.

Kelli Reynolds – Sis. Kelli, her husband, Chase, and their three boys 
just returned from Indonesia where they spent almost thirteen years 
serving as Bible translators for the Yetfa tribe as well as helping 
ten other language groups. Kelli and Chase continue to help with 
Bible translation remotely while they serve stateside in the World 
Missions Ministry, encouraging and equipping ABA missionaries 
and churches. Sis. Kelli’s favorite Bible passage is Ephesians 3:14-22. 
You will be able to read her devotionals beginning Spring 2023.

Steven Ridings – Bro. Steven has been in full-time vocational 
ministry since 2004. He, his wife, Ashley, and four children are 
currently serving in Central Baptist Church in Bedford, Texas, 
where Bro. Steven has been senior pastor for the last five years. Bro. 
Steven’s favorite Bible verse is Lamentations 3:23. His devotionals 
will debut in Fall 2022.

David Thompson – Bro. David and his wife Becky have been blessed 
with seven children and eight grandchildren. He has been involved 
in ministry for twelve years and currently serves as pastor of Unity 
Missionary Baptist Church of Richwood, Texas, and as the police 
chaplain for the Richwood Police Department. Bro. David’s favorite 
verse is 2 Timothy 4:13. His devotionals will appear in Fall 2022.

We are thankful to God for our Daily Devotional writers. Be on the 
lookout for a few new faces in the pages of your Daily Devotional 
and on the Bogard Press Daily Devotional blog. We hope you will 
join us in finding encouragement from them as they share the Word 
of God with us each day. 

DEAN GRIGSBY
Business Manager

MARK CLEMENTS
Editor in Chief
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ROGER STEWART
Secretary-Treasurer
of Missions

MONTHLY MISSION REPORT - OCTOBER 2021
     News:  Associational Season (a term my wife coined) is upon us!  Gena 
and I gladly attended the Central States Association [Missouri, Illinois, Iowa, 
Kansas] at Mount Calvary MBC, Sikeston, MO, and the Oklahoma State 
Association, held at Landmark MBC in Vian, OK.  Both were great meetings, 
and the fellowship of the brethren blessed all in attendance.  November 
concluded the 2021 Associational Season with the Arkansas, Louisiana and 
Texas State meetings.

     Names:  October travel plans also took us to Mount Zion MBC in 
Collinsville, TX; Journey Baptist Church, Calera, AL; Clearview MBC, 
Verbena, AL; Heartland Baptist Mission, Ashland, MO; South Lakewood 
Baptist Church, Tulsa, OK; and, Center Point MBC, Hazen, AR.  I want to 
thank these wonderful churches and their pastors for allowing me to 
present the work of ABA Missions in their services.  If you would like to 
receive a personal and up-to-date report at your church, please contact the 
Missions’ Office to schedule an appointment.  I’d love to come!

     Numbers:  For the month of October, ABA recommended missionaries 
reported 497 professions of faith and 48 baptisms.  For the current 
associational year, these same missionaries report 2103 professions of 
faith and 258 baptisms.  We praise the Lord for these wonderful reports 
and encouraging numbers.  Additionally, at the writing of this report, 
we have received $50,186.00 toward our $300,000.00 Thanksgiving 
Mission Offering goal.

     Needs:  As is often the case with missionary work, the needs are 
great, but our God is greater.  If your church is interested in supporting 
the specific needs of individual missionaries and/or their church-plants, 
information can be obtained through the ABA Missions’ Office.  Things like 
winter windfalls and end of year offerings are tremendous blessings to our 
missionaries.  Please keep that in mind as you approach the end of your 
calendar year.

     Notes:  Gena and I enjoyed a wonderful organization service for Journey 
Baptist Church in Calera, AL, on October 9th.  The house was packed, the 
fellowship was sweet, the blessings were abundant, and the target was 
reached!  After fifteen years of ups-and-downs former ABA Interstate 
Missionary and (now) Pastor Paul Armstrong along with his wife, Amy, 
and their children, Emily, Hanna and Brady, directed the good people of 
Journey to organize into a self-supporting, local, New Testament Church.  
Praise the Lord!

Furthering the Gospel,
Dr. Roger Stewart
Philippians 1:12

To view previous reports,
visit our website at
www.abamissions.org

P.O. Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050   |   Phone: 903.792.2312   |   Fax: 903.794.1290   |   Email: missions@abamissions.org

BEGINNING BALANCE  $2,293,113.16

RECEIPTS:
 Interstate Salaries                   $69,012.51
 Foreign & National Salaries   $67,178.31
 Designated    $41,478.11
 Undesignated     $33,413.48
TOTAL RECEIPTS   $211,082.41

BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE  $2,504,195.57

DISBURSEMENTS
 Interstate Salaries     $73,753.22
 Foreign Salaries     $23,416.70
 National Salaries     $25,271.60
 Designated     $41,378.11
	 Sal/Exp	of	Sec-Treas.	Office
	 	 Office	Salaries	 $13,092.49
	 	 General	Office	 					$2,258.45
  Automobile Expense         $249.08
  Sec/Treas. Expenses      $544.85
  Postage $502.61

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $180,467.11   

BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD  $ 2,323,728.46      

SURPLUS FOR OCTOBER  $30,615.30



In 1996 while studying the birth of Christ, I knew what Emmanuel meant, but that year something happened in my heart. Already 
saved, the phrase “God with us” and the Scripture about God becoming flesh came together for me. I had kept the Trinity separate in 
many ways but realizing God himself had come to earth and gave His life on the cross in the person of Jesus was an amazing moment. 
When God revealed to me it was He himself who was sacrificing for me, I had a much deeper appreciation for his birth and my eternal 
redemption.

Christmas is about hope. Years ago, just a few days after Christmas my dad passed from this life. For years I disliked and dreaded 
Christmas knowing the pain that would come with its arrival. However, once I professed Jesus as my Savior and became a believer, 
Christmas no longer meant a holiday of grief, but one of joy knowing that hope in my Savior overshadows all my sorrows. The birth of 
Jesus means hope has come to the world, and the spirit of Christmas is wrapped up in the joy and good news of the arrival of the King.

Christmas, a wonderful holiday of cheer and merry making where we bless loved ones with gifts and  feast with family. Christmas 
is my favorite holiday but as I personally have grown in my maturity and in the knowledge of God revealed in Jesus I have a deeper 
appreciation for the holiday. The moment heaven met earth. The moment God the Son became the Son of God that we call Jesus Christ. 
The incarnation of Jesus Christ, both God and Man, both Savior and King. Both lion and lamb. This is the true celebration of Immanuel.

When I think of Christmas, I remember the times of my childhood when things were different. When I was little, the excitement of getting 
that special gift was wonderful. But as I grew older the importance became getting together with family that perhaps I had not seen in 
a while. But later, as I became a Christian, the thoughts have changed. I think of the most precious gift of Jesus who came as one of us 
not only to live, suffer, and die but to rise from the grave to give us life eternal.  To think of God who would come as a baby and be born 
into this world under such humble circumstances, brings joy to my heart and a purpose to my celebrating how great God truly is and 
how much He loves you and me.

TAMMY CHASTAIN (SILOAM SPRINGS, AR)

BRIAN FINN (HUGHES SPRINGS, TX)

JEREMY BOWERS (MARSHALL, TX)

LEE ANN HAWKINS (HENDERSON, TX)
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A poor married couple went to the market to buy surprise Christmas gifts for each other. Each thought they could raise money 
by selling their most valuable possession: the lady her hair, and the man his watch. Each bought a gift to complement what 
they cherished most in the other. The lady bought a platinum chain to hold his gold watch and the man an ornamental hair 
comb for her long, beautiful hair. I guess nothing much can be said of the emotion to be endured by these two, gainful loss but 
the best of gifts.

In context to this life’s irony let’s compare the gift we have in Jesus. It, indeed, was costly to be born under the Law. Death 
becomes inevitable. Try to think of standing in the place of a convicted murderer. Maybe what Jesus went through approaches 
being accused for something you have not done and can’t prove. No, it is much worse than that. He gave his life and he became 
sin; for he was born for that purpose. What can a man give better than his life? Christmas, what a season of giving. Blessed 
be the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, the greatest of givers whom we model after; the true symbol of giving generously. May 
your Christmas be a merry one.

The most meaningful part of Christmas, I think, was when I had gone to Israel, and we went to what is understood to be the 
fields of Boaz and ultimately the fields of David where he likely raised sheep. Jesus, who came born in a manger, was probably 
born in the same areas where the Passover sheep were raised, and He was our Passover sacrifice.  God came and became 
the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the World. Praise the Lord for this. This gift was given to mankind from heaven and 
we celebrate His birth this time of year.

“For unto you is born this day in the city David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11 KJV)

Of all seasons, the season of Christmas stands out. This is evidently seen through nature as well as in human beings. Humans 
can be filled with joy unexplainable. God’s children have reason for their joy, namely, that Jesus Christ, our Saviour is born. 

Personally, the season of Christmas is an expression of God’s love towards me. He came into the world of sin in human form 
to set me free from the dominion of Satan. He is Lord! Forever shall He be!

For this act of God’s love, I’m celebrating the birth of our Lord, Saviour, and King with Christians all over the world.

Philippians 2:7 reads, “He made himself nothing” (NIV). Christ, the second person of the Trinity, has always existed. Then, 
Christ makes Himself nothing as He comes to earth wrapped in a human shell. The powerful Creator of the universe is now 
a helpless infant depending on His mother for everything. The Master of the universe is now a servant obediently making His 
way to death on the cross for all of mankind’s sin. My Savior put aside every comfort and luxury to live in poverty and trouble 
because He loves me. There would be no crucifixion and resurrection if there had been no incarnation. That is the  most 
meaningful part of Christmas for me.

MAWAEI GEBEYEHU (SWAZILAND)

RANDALL GILLESPIE (KISSIMMEE, FL)

SAMSON OKELARIN (NIGERIA)

MICHAEL LITTLETON (HENDERSON, TX)



An email received on November 21 from Jacob

Dear Papa Bill:
 Many villages in Falam area of Chin State in western Myanmar (Burma) have been under attack. 
The military leaders of the country have been targeting Chin State more severely than other states as 
more than 80% in Chin State are Christians, most of whom are Baptists.
 A very close pastor friend of mine has been on the run for almost a month now. He has a wife 
and four year old son. Please do pray for them. Most of my relatives are so far safe by God’s grace.
However, Priscilla’s (my wife) oldest brother and his family are in Falam. Please, pray also for them as 

the attacks from the military come closer, they have been without a job for a month now. He has four daughters and a wife.
  Rhoda, through whom I came to know Christ, is in a state which has been under sever attack for more than five months. Rhoda 
and her husband hear gun shootings and bomb blasting every day and night. 
  Do you remember the first time we did CCfL Teachers Training? It was in Kaya State. Do you remember all the kids we taught 
in that training? Do you remember those pastors and their wives? Do you remember the church building and those residents’ 

houses? Those buildings are all destroyed a month ago. The 
soldiers made those buildings their camps and destroyed 
everything including the buildings after they left. Now those 
kids and pastors and elderly people have fled to the  jungle 
since 5 months ago. Our hearts ache for them. Please do 
pray for them. As the winter season is around the corner, they 
need a lot of clothings. It is very cool there. Please pray for 
Rhoda and her family and also all the kids and pastors that 
you met in March, 2018. Most of them barely eat once a day. 
No medicine, no food. Please pray for them. 

      — Jacob Tubal, Project Director, Myanmar

John and Sharon Sanders

Please send offerings to: ICP, PO Box 2587, Texarkana, TX 75504 | Phone: 903.278.2648 | email: billjohnson@icplit.org

ICP Newsletter November, 2021

To make a secure contribution online go to: www.icplit.org and click “Donate” in the top menu.

   Bill and Rita Johnson
A ministry sponsored by Calvary Baptist Church

Hamburg, Arkansas

ICP Ministries

our

ICP Ministries

 Paul Van Hre’s brother, Abraham, lectures to a group 
of twenty-two missionaries in the ICP/Missionary Training 
School which continues this year after having been closed 
for two years because of COVID and political unrest. Classes 
are being held in the new ICP/Hope Children’s Home building 
in Myanmar (Burma).
 The school, directed by Timothy Mang and Jacob Tubal, 
includes four months’ intensive training in church doctoring, 
personal evangelism, principles of church planting, and 
biblical theology.
 Upon completion of the training, the missionaries will 
return to their home towns to plant a church. 
 Because of the generous contributions of churches and individuals, ICP supports this ministry as a way of reaching the children 
of Myanmar (Burma) with the gospel of Christ. 
  The school always has several ethnic groups represented. This year,  for  the first  time ever,  there are three missionaries from 
Karen State. 

Myanmar

DonateHome
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Thankful to be in the USA!Thankful to be in the USA!  

        Surprise! Just this time last month we didn’t know 
we would be in the USA in November. We have been 
working to get our paperwork straight so we could 
leave when we had someone come to housesit. God, 
through your prayers, brought everything together in a 
very short time. I am still in some shock. 
    We are still praying that someone will come teach 
our students as they are not yet able to go back to the 
classroom at the start of the new semester because of 
increasing local Covid cases. Their parents told us that 

they are so thankful that we are willing to teach their kids in-person, and 
they know that we do it because we really love and care for them. 
    During the pandemic we have had 1,920,189 confirmed cases and 
19,260 deaths. 1% of the ill have died from their illness. Local cases in our 
city are higher than ever. Our Father has answered your prayers by keeping us healthy so we can 
continue to serve, and we were able to return to the States healthy so far.  
    We’re so thankful for those who are sending special gifts to our truck fund. Thank you for your 
prayers, special gifts, monthly support, and encouragement.  We 

wouldn’t have been able to return without Him! Our Father is 
answering your prayers.  Thank you for your faith. ~Bro. Rusty  

goodbye for nowgoodbye for now  
     To say that things ended with a lot of excitement would be 
an understatement. We had several students stop by to say 
goodbye and even a special surprise from one we hadn’t seen 

in 7 or 8 years. Rusty and I were outside when we saw a truck drive by 
slowly, and I asked him if he thought it was someone for us. Remember, I’m 
the one that has always thought about staying in our house in the hopes that 
our students will always be able to find us. A young lady got out of the truck, 
and Rusty started talking to her. I figured it was one of the students who had 
told Rusty she wanted to stop by so I went in to continue cleaning. Rusty 
came inside, and the student came on in like it was normal for her. It took us a 
little bit to finally figure out it was Gaam! Gaam was one of our first students at 
the house and the first salvation out of that group. She spent many 
weekends working with us in the village and at our house going to 
church with us on Sundays. I’ll never forget the morning she accepted 
Christ and witnessed to me right off the bat. I could tell from talking to 
her that she’s been through a lot and has really been wanting to visit 
us yet too scared for some reason. She’s been catching some of 

Antioch’s services online during Covid. Please keep praying for all of the students that we’ve 
loved and taught over the years. We know God isn’t finished with them. ~Susan 

Praises 
*You, our support team! 
*Health, Safety, Protection! 
*New Truck Fund $3,580! 
*Safe Arrival in the USA! 
*House sitter! 
Prayer Request 
*COVID safety & protection 
*interns/ teams/ full time 
*Gospel seeds water/ grow 
*Transportation for USA 
*Furlough/ church visits 
*Salvation Student/ Teacher 
*Fern, Milly, Paul, Pam, 
Sprite, Happy, Zee, Pin, Jim, 
Kak, Helen, Pern, Gaam, Sii  
*Political unrest/ new protest 

rusty & susan teer                                            victory bc madison, msrusty & susan teer                                            victory bc madison, ms  

missionsea.blogspot.com   missionsea.blogspot.com   *  november 2021  *  po box 1955 madison, ms 39130*  november 2021  *  po box 1955 madison, ms 39130  

“loving, evangelizing, training nationals to “loving, evangelizing, training nationals to 
reach the people and plant their own churches”reach the people and plant their own churches”  Mission: SE AsiaMission: SE Asia  



Joe Bozarth; Conroe; Fellowship BC

Children’s Program: The mission is working 
to develop a Children’s Program for our 
church. Everyone in the congregation is 
working together to develop this program and 
it’s been wonderful to be a part of it and watch 
the progress as the members come together. 
Our plan is to have this ready by January 
2022. 

Stats: We averaged 19 in SS; 20 in MW; 15 in 
EW; and 12 in WED. Our offering was $6,630 
with $688 given to missions and $3,002 paid 
on the loan.

Visitors: We have a visitor that’s been coming 
regularly and is even attending the Ladies 
Auxiliary now. We look for her to join us soon.

Steven Haney; Lubbock; MBSF 
Director at Texas Tech U.

By Faith: We spent several Sundays speaking 
at churches and attending a Thursday-
Sunday Missions Conference at Pleasant 
Hill MBC in Overton. We thank God for the 
generosity, encouragement, and support 
from His churches that keep this work going! 
We thank Pathway Baptist Church for their 
love offering enabling us to purchase a better 
laptop! We averaged 7 at our Bible studies and 
this past week we had a new student come! 
Carter seemed interested and enjoyed it and 
asked if we do it every week, so pray God puts 
a desire for him to keep attending! We will take 
the students to the corn maze and afterwards 
have a fireside devotional with s’mores!

Need: We average $3,400/ month in support of 
our $4,500/ month goal. Pray God would send 

more churches/individuals to help us reach 
that Goal. We are trying to reach $80,000 for 
an MBSF house close to campus!

Glenn McCarver ; El Paso ; Borderland 
MBC

Retreats: Ethan and I attended a Men’s Retreat 
with Danny Kennedy and his son, Danny Jr., 
in Binger, Oklahoma. Amy, John and Teresa 
Kight, and I hosted the third annual Pastors 
and Wives Retreat in Cloudcroft, NM.

Attendance: Our attendance for October 
increased! We had repeat visitors and a 
visiting foreign missionary speak in our 
services. Carlos and Jackie have attended 
since August. Jackie claims to be saved, but 
Carlos is not. 

Stats: We averaged 11 on SM; 7 on WE, with 
3 visitors. 

Mexico: Pray for the church in Juarez where 
I preach on Sunday evenings. Pray that they 
follow God’s will in sharing the Gospel.

 

Victor Rice; San Antonio; Shiloh MBC

Salvations/Baptisms: The Lord blessed Shiloh 
MBC last month with a Baptism and this month 
with two Brethren making professions of faith 
and baptized 2 weeks later. Bro. Joseph and 
Bro. Mark are from Haven of Hope homeless 
ministry where we pick up 13 on Sunday 
morning. 

Stats: We had 2 saved, and 2 baptized. We 
averaged 22 in SS; 25 in MW; 14 in EW; and 
14 on Wed. Our offering was $2,626 with $250 
given to missions and $1,200 paid on rent. Our 
building fund is up to $5,375. We attended the 
Bethlehem Assoc. at Kirbyville MBC and the 
Trinity River Assoc. at Victory MBC to share 
the work. 

Retreat: We went to the pastors and wives 
retreat in Cloudcroft, New Mexico.

David Smith; Mansfield; Lifeline BC

Robert Baidya: Lifeline voted to be the sending 
church for our first missionary. He is a Bengali 
citizen and a Canadian. He joined Lifeline BC 
and was ordained by us. Please send offerings 
for his Christian School, for they need of $450 
per month to keep it open. 

Looking for land: Pray for us as we seek a site 
for our church’s 2nd step location. 

Discipleship & Devotionals: We do 3 one-

on-one discipleship studies. We conduct 
devotionals at two businesses and two 
midweek Bible studies. We are endeavoring 
to strengthen our church and increase our 
outreach.

Stats: We averaged 23 in MW; and 15 in small 
groups, with 4 first time guests. Our offering 
was $3,555 with $410 given to missions and 
$725 paid on rent. 

Muslim Outreach: We continue to build 
relationships with our Muslim neighbors. I am 
in serious discussions and written debates 
with an 18 year-old young man.

 

Daniel Tijerina; Mission; A New 
Beginning BC

Appointments:  We gather at Getsemani with 
Bro. Josue Vasquez. I preached there and at 
Macedonia. I have invited people from work 
and they have been attending!

Stats: We averaged 9 this month. My wife and 
another church member are taking piano 
lessons. They learned 3 hymns from the 
Baptist Hymn Book. 

Mexico: We continue to pray for and 
financially support missions in Los Ramones, 
Hidalgo, and Playa del Carmen, Mexico.

Larry Watson ; Rockdale ; Landmark 
MBC

Norm: Attendance continues to fluctuate, but 
that seems to be normal these days. 

Visitors: We were excited to have a young 
family visit this month. The father and son had 
previously attended our summer Men & Boys 
Day.

Stats: We averaged 13 in SS; 16 in MW, 7 on 
SE, and 7 on WE. Our offering was $1,254 with 
$145 given to missions. 

Full services: We resumed our second Sunday 
service. Our schedule is Sunday School 10am, 
Morning Worship 11am, an afternoon service 
at 1:30pm, and Wednesday prayer meeting 
and Bible study at 6:30pm. We record Sunday 
Morning service for those who do not attend.

OCT BEGINNING BALANCE: $99,167.78
OFFERINGS:  $17,466.13
MISSIONARY SUPPORT:  -$12,450
ADM. SALARY:  -$2,600
EXPENSES:  (DESIGNATED)  -$10
  (OFFICE)  -$78.87

OCT ENDING BALANCE:  $101,495.04

Since November 1st, 2021:  
14 saved, 7 baptized, 10 joined by 
letter and 2 joined by statement.

MBA OF TEXAS MISSION REPORTS - OCTOBER 2021 
Editor: Curtis Gilbert
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T 
he TMB have been working with 
Suburban Acres BC at Silsbee, TX. 

They did some repair work for them, built a 
handicapped ramp, and put a new roof on 
their building. They are currently working with 
Lifeway BC, Cuero, TX. They are doing some 
remodeling for them.

The Cabinet Shop continues to work on cabinets 
for the remodeled apartments at Texas Baptist 
Institute and Seminary (sample in picture). More 
workers are needed to help in the Cabinet Shop!  

If Texas Mission Builders can be of help to your 
church in any way, please let us know. Please 
keep all our workers in your prayers. Keep 
our sponsoring church and her pastor in your 
prayers as they endeavor to lead this great work 
for the cause of Christ. We humbly appreciate 
your faithful support of Texas Mission Builders 
and pray God’s blessings on you all for your 
faithful support.

T 
o God be all the glory! Thank you for supporting the Texas 
Mission Development Program. We pray for you always, giving 

thanks, making mention of you in our prayers,” knowing we would 
be nothing without your faithful support. Thank you very much for 
your participation and faithfulness in this Texas mission work for 
missions and struggling churches.

It’s time to choose TMD’s First Quarter 2022 Project. There are 3 
churches requesting the TMD funds that will be presented in May, 
2022.

Request are as follows:
1. Fellowship MBMission, Conroe, TX;
2. Bogata MBC, Bogata, TX, for the Emmaus Baptist Fellowship, 
Lakeport, TX;
3. Missionary Baptist Church, Corsicana, TX.
 
Third Quarter funds were presented November 17 along with the 
TMD Report at the MBA of Texas Messenger Meeting in Hillsboro, 
TX, to Bethlehem MBC, Joaquin, TX, in the amount of $33,220.51! 
Praise God! We exceeded our $30,000 goal this quarter! We 
always give God the glory and continue to trust Him to provide 
these funds for the churches requesting our support.

Right to left: Rocky Springs MBC Pastor, Bennie Boles, 
Bethlehem MBC Pastor, Joe Innerarity, and Glenda Gooldy, 
TMD Helper.

TEXAS MISSION BUILDERS
Leroy & Mary Smith

TEXAS MISSION DEVELOPMENT
Jim Slocumb

The Baptist Monitor 15



PASTOR:
Grace Temple MBC - Mt. Pleasant, TX
Green Mountain MBC - Rutland, VT

Hillcrest MBC - Paris, TX
Hinton MBC - Hinton, OK

Landmark MBC - Lakewood, CO
Mercer BC - Mercer, PA

Nyssa First MBC - Nyssa, OR
West View MBC - Gatesville, TX

ASSOCIATE PASTOR and/or 
YOUTH  LEADER:
Alto MBC - Alto, TX

Calvary MBC - Silsbee, TX
Missionary BC - Hughes Springs, TX

Veal Switch MBC - Hughes Springs, TX

SERVANTS NEEDED 
Contact the Texas Baptist

office for more info.
The following are ministry opportunities 
that have been submitted for publication. 
Inclusion on this list does not necessarily 

constitute an endorsement by Texas 
Baptist Institute & Seminary.

“Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is old 
he will not depart from it.” Proverbs 22:6 was the theme for 
the October 5, 2021, Hopewell District Ladies meeting hosted 
by Liberty Hill MBC, Mt. Pleasant, TX.

Brandi Hughes, her daughter Hannah, Julie Reese, her 
son Colton, and Tonya Phifer brought a program on their 
decision to homeschool their children. Their decision was 
based on the fact that they wanted a Christian curriculum 
that reinforced Christian values in every lesson. The children 
chose sign language as an elective and signed two hymns 
for us.

Non-perishable foods and paper goods were collected for 
the Texas Baptist Food Pantry. A total of 31 were present. A 
total offering of $145.00 was received, toward the 2021 State 
Goal.

February 19, 2022 
You are invited to “Sound Out The Word” in 
Praises and Sermons! Lots of Fellowship and 
Food!

8:30 AM - Donuts and coffee
9:30 AM - Preaching starts
Noon - Lunch
1:30 PM - More Preaching

11920 Stidham Rd. 
Conroe, Texas 77302

HOPEWELL DISTRICT LADIES AUX GRACE MBC BIBLE CONFERENCE

THANK YOU!
Thank you ladies for such a beautiful State Meeting! It was a 
joy to see everyone, and a great encouragement to continue 
serving our Lord in supporting Texas Missions!

Thank you for your contributions to our 2021 State Goal of 
$20,000 for Missionary David Smith! At the MBA of Texas 
Messenger Meeting, we presented a check to Brother 
David for $18,613.21! Brother David is serving in Mansfield, 
TX under the sponsorship of Quaker Avenue BC, Lubbock, 
TX. Several donated money after the meeting, and those funds will be mailed on 
December 1.

A final report for our 2021 goal will be sent via Facebook and emailed on January 
1st. Please like the Facebook page called “Texas Ladies’ Auxiliary,” to receive bi-
monthly updates.

State Project 
MBA of TX Women’s Auxiliary 

David and Alice Smith 
Texas Intercultural Ministries 
Lifeline  Baptist Church, Mansfield TX 
lifelinechurchmansfield.org

Please mail your auxiliary offerings to:

MBA of TX Women’s Auxiliary 
Tammy Davis 
1601 Avenue T., Snyder, TX.  79549 
325-515-1517 
sistertad777@gmail.com
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Hiram Thomas Melton, born October 24, 1937, 
left his earthly home October 19, 2021, in Tenaha, 
Texas, surrounded by his loving wife and family. 
Bro. Hiram was born at his grandparents’ home 
on the hill up from Lone Cedar Missionary Baptist 
Church. He first attended Lone Cedar as a child 
and it was here he first heard the Gospel.

In 1955, he began his studies at the Texas Baptist 
Institute and Seminary. While in seminary, 

he married the love of his life, Beth King. He proved himself to be a 
devoted, loving husband to her throughout their 63 years and 9 
months of marriage. With Beth at his side, he would go on to receive 
his Master of Theology Degree in 1959.

In the years that followed his graduation, he found himself serving 
the Lord both in church and in the community. He pastored several 
churches in East Texas and served as a State Missionary for 5 years. 
His service wasn’t just limited to his local church, He also had the 
privilege of serving as moderator of the State Association for 2 years, 
moderator for the Shelby County Association for 2 years, and clerk for 
Salem Association for 17 years.
 
During his 69 years in the ministry, Bro. Hiram was fortunate to pastor 
a lot of good, caring churches. His longest tenure as Pastor was at 
Antioch MBC in Hughes Springs where he devoted 27 years. He retired 
and went back home where he finished his service to the Lord at Lone 
Cedar Missionary Baptist Church in Joaquin, TX.

Jerry Ronald Smith, 62, of Texarkana, 
passed away on Tuesday, September 14, 2021 
near Smithville, Oklahoma. He was born on 
April 21, 1959, to Grover and Doris Smith. Jerry 
lived his lifetime residing in Adair, Oklahoma, 
Chouteau, Oklahoma, and Texarkana, 
Arkansas. He spent his life as a missionary 
helper for ABA churches for 25 years and 
then worked for Chem Air, a company in 
Shreveport, Louisiana. Jerry loved to compile 

video clips for the missionaries he helped and traveled to many 
countries and throughout the United States to minister to others. He 
married Susan Crow on May 24, 1980, in Chouteau, Oklahoma. He 
loved people. Jerry’s life testimony impacted a plethora of those he 
met. He never met a stranger and was always willing to help those 
in need.

The Baptist Sunday School Committee is searching for a Promotions Director.  The Promotions Director is 
responsible for the promotions and marketing of Bogard Press products and services for the Baptist Sunday School 
Committee (BSSC).  He oversees the Promotions Department, coordinating and leading interactions with churches 
and customers the BSSC serves.  The Promotions Director reports directly to the Editor-in-Chief and works closely 
with the Business Manager to develop and implement marketing strategies, goals, and plans for the promotion of 
Bogard Press products and services.  The Promotions Director should be affiliated with a church of the American 
Baptist Association.  Interpersonal skills and leadership are necessary to work with the leadership of the BSSC, 
employees, and churches to define vision and goals and to work to meet agreed-upon goals and plans.  The position 
will require some travel to promote the products and services of Bogard Press.  Candidates with experience or 
degrees in marketing and/or information technology are preferred, but not necessary.  Please send resume to 
Mark Clements, mark.clements@bogardstore.org or Dean Grigsby, dean.grigsby@bogardstore.org.  If you have 
questions regarding this position, please call Mark Clements at (214) 763-7385 or Dean Grigsby at (903) 278-6465.

James “Jim” Hughie Golden Jr. was born in 
Lakeland, FL, August 19, 1945. Jim went home to 
be with his Lord and Savior August 17, 2021, in 
Trinity, Texas at the age of 75.
 
Jim proudly served in the United States Air 
Force. He worked in various industries before 
surrendering to the ministry in 1978 at the 
age of 33. After earning a bachelors degree in 
Theology from the Texas Baptist Institute and 

Seminary, he began a mission work in Trinity, TX. He served as pastor 
at Trinity MBC from 1985 – 1996, Waterview Baptist Church 1994 – 
1996, Freeway Baptist Church 1996 – 1998, and eventually returned to 
Trinity Missionary Baptist Church in 1998, where he served as pastor 
until the time of his death.
 
Jim is survived by his devoted wife of 56 years Linda Faye Golden, five 
children, ten grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren.

IN MEMORIUM
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T 
he ancient empire of Egypt remains unique until 
this day. One of the most unique portions of Egyptian 
life was their continuous looking to the afterlife. All 

statues were made looking forward to show they were 
‘looking forward to the afterlife’. Then entering the 
afterlife provision had to be made for what they 
believed was a continuance into the next 
life. One of those provisions was a small 
figurine ranging from approximately 1 
inch to 12 inches.  These figurines were 

mummification figures of everyday 
servants to serve as a surrogate to protect 

the mummy of the person being buried. 
They believed that without a ‘body’ they 
would not survive the afterlife. The ushabti 
would also be a servant in the afterlife. This 
belief changed slowly from surrogate to only 
a servant  and they fell out of usage about 
the time of Christ. A complete collection of 
ushabti would consist of 365 servants and 
36 ‘overseer’ ushabti.for a total of 401. Ushabti 
were made originally from linen wrapped wax 
and clay and were later made from faience 
(seen here), glass, stone and metal.

To view this artifact and many others, contact 
the school office for an appointment.

Ancient 
Egyptian 
Ushabti

FACTS ABOUT THE FACTS
by John Melancon
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C 
ommon sense applied to church history 
simplifies some theological debates. If 
Jesus founded His church during His earthly 

ministry then there was no church in the Old 
Testament. If He founded it without the gates of 
hell being able to prevail against, then there is still 
that same church in existence today. It also means 
the attacks against will continue until the church 
is removed from its earthly presence. History of 
the local churches attests to this. It was in the mid-
1800s that conservative Baptist preachers called 
for the renunciation of heretical practices within 
Baptist churches. Those practices in question 

included the nature of the church (local church 
authority), a stand against infant baptism, mission 
work should be out of local churches vs. convention 
boards, alien baptism, pulpit affiliation, ordination 
and closed communion. There were many famous 
preachers defending these important Scriptural 
standards but ecclesiology has proven that 
although those that stand for truth are vital to the 
cause, the foundation must be based upon the 
very Word of God. That beginning of the churches 
of the ABA is found within these early principles 
known as Landmarkism. Proverbs 22:28 served 
as that foundation and continues as a standard 
throughout our history.

CHURCH HISTORY
by John Melancon



F 
ive year old Sydney came running in the house, so excited 
with a lizard dangling by the tail from each hand. “Look 
Memomma! One for you and one for me!!” “NO!!” I screamed. 

“Do not put that thing on me, and DO NOT let it loose in the house!”

When my heart quit pounding, and I settled down a little, I tried 
to remember at just what point in my life I became a “wuss”. I know 
I haven’t always been one. I remember going home with my friend 
Judy on Sundays after church. She had two brothers and the four of 
us would go to the “blue hole” and catch “horntoads.” We each had 
a shoe box and we would see who could catch the most. Have you 
ever seen a “horntoad?” They look like a prehistoric creature of some 
kind. Really! There is no way on planet earth I would even get close 
to one now, much less collect the things. And tobacco worms! Those 
hideous looking big fat green worms that get on tomato vines...I 
would fill jars up with those things. I even raised a white rat that had 
come from a science project at school. He was a baby when I got him 
and became a pet. I shudder now to even think of it.

I have so many good memories of growing up in Kentucky. We 
lived in the country. My friend Harriet and I spent most of our days 
“exploring.” We climbed trees, crawled through vines, played for 
hours in the lofts of old vacated barns. Never once do I remember 
being afraid of anything. Snakes never crossed my mind. Every day 
was an adventure and I was fearless.

My Katelyn needed a rooster for the hens. Someone gave her one 
that had been in a pen with two other roosters. He was a pretty thing. 
A big black and white “dominique” rooster, but he was mean. The 
first time she took the little girls, Sydney and Trinity, in to feed, he 
attacked Trinity. Katelyn realized something had to be done and 
went to her “website.” She found out that when roosters fight each 

other, the way one wins is to hold the other’s neck down long enough 
that they all know who is boss. According to this article, if she could 
manage to hold the rooster’s neck down long enough, he wouldn’t 
attack any more.

She was going to try. She suited up, had her strategy, and asked who 
of us would be her backup. Husband Colton declined immediately. 
That left me...”wuss woman”...I told her how much I loved her, but I 
just couldn’t do it. Turns out, she couldn’t either. Colton did end up 
taking care of the rooster... which Katelyn decided she didn’t really 

need after all.

Maybe it’s when we have kids that we get more fearful. We see 
the danger in so many things and naturally want to protect our little 
ones...maybe a little too much sometimes. One of my favorite lessons 
in Scripture is reading about Jesus loving little children. He uses that 
example telling us, “Except ye be converted and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.”

I have loved having “little ones” around again. It helps me 
understand what Jesus meant. Children don’t worry about food. 
They just eat what they are given. They’re not concerned with 
clothes. They just put on what Mom says. When storms come and the 
wind blows hard and the lightning and thunder crash, they crawl up 
in daddy’s arms and go to sleep. I’m already hearing and feeling the 
stress of the holidays ahead... “what to cook and how we look.” Jesus 
said “is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 
But seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto you. Therefore do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own.” Isn’t that the truth!

I so much want to know and feel that total dependence on the 
Father. I know in my mind He is here, just waiting for me to let Him 
wrap me up in His love and care. Why is that so hard sometimes? 
Life gets so complicated. “Oh what peace we often forfeit, oh what 
needless pain we bear, all because 
we do not carry, everything to 
God in prayer.” And leave 
it with Him. Father help 
me to see you as you 
are, with open arms. 
I cross-stitched a 
saying once. “Don’t 
grow up. It’s a 
trap!” Something 
to think about for 
sure.

He was a pretty thing... but he was 
mean.
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Gerardo 
Carrion

Bruce 
Betts

Chase 
Reynolds

Mark 
Clements

B r y a n  
Sellers

The new Pastors, Missionaries, & Church Leaders Conference

MAR. 
14-16 
2022

S
P

E
A

K
E

R
S • Connecting 

the Cultures 
• Comforting 

the Called 

• Communicating 
the Compassion

        501.455.2041    facebook.com/bridgeconference2022 
w w w . A nt i o c h M B C .o r g / B r i d g e C o n

Hosted by Antioch Baptist Church | 5300 Stagecoach Rd. | Little Rock, AR

Experience worship, workshops led by 
experienced pastors/missionaries, 
n e t w o r k i n g , a n d 
fellowship together as 
we learn how to lead 
our churches to bridge 
people from the many 
things in our current 
climate and culture to 
the Gospel.

MON. 3.14 6:30pm 
TUES. 3.15 9:00am 
WED. 3.16 9:00am

COST 
$45* Pre-

registration,  
$50 @ the 

door
*Plus processing 

fee
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Henderson, TX  75653-0570
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