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DR. RAY O. BROOKS
President

W

ith the beginning of this school
year, August 2021, I began my sixtyeighth year associated with Texas
Baptist Institute & Seminary as a student,
instructor, Registrar, Dean, Vice President,
President, and Editor of the Baptist Monitor
since February 1972. Also, while filling these positions, I have
been serving and continue to serve as pastor of Long Branch
MBC. I can, in truth, declare that I never sought any of these
positions; each one was offered to me.
Some will likely say that I am affected by the sign of aging, which
no doubt is true; but I joy in continuing to work week-days in my
office at Texas Baptist Institute Seminary and actively participate
in all services at Long Branch MBC. These sixty-eight years
have been filled with conflicting experiences. Some have been
wonderful and joyous; others bring forth pangs of regret and
sorrow. No doubt this is true with any man who has spent many
years in the ministry - or perhaps in any other calling – for life
itself is made up of such things. As to the success or failure of my
sixty-eight years of service in “The Lord’s Army,” I leave to the
judgments of those with whom I have labored and with the Lord
whom I have served and do serve; now, having said all that; I will
get back to the work at hand.
Please accept my personal thanks for your continuing prayerful
and financial support of this “Great Commission work” – “teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.”

1300 Longview Dr.
Henderson, TX 75652

tbi.edu

DR. STEVE BUTLER
CEO / Academic Dean

W

e are well into our
Fall semester, having
successfully made the
shift from Quarter hours to
Semester hours. I appreciate each
of our Assistants for the hardwork getting us to this point and
our Faculty with adjustments they have made. Our
enrollment for this Semester is 115 students from all
over the world. It is amazing the variety of “homes” our
students leave to learn more about Preaching, Teaching
and Ministering. I admire each of them.
One of my personal prayers is that all our students
remain dedicated and faithful. We set a record last
Spring with NO ONE dropping out of school. That may
be the first time it has happened in the history of the
school. It takes a great amount of dedication to attend
and finish TBI. Please pray for our students.
One of the most exciting steps for this year we have
made is the launching of a major in the Bachelor of
Theology program with a focus on MISSIONS/CHURCH
PLANTING. Classes include: History of Missions,
Preparation for Mission Service, Theology of Missions,
and Missions in the Local Church all taught by Bro.
Joe Morell. Also, teaching in this program is Chase
Reynolds.
Does your Church sponsor a Missionary? Why not
encourage them to take these classes and provide the
finances for them? They automatically receive a 50%
tuition discount being a member of an ABA church. If
possible, their sponsoring church could provide the
other 50%. They could take one class or pursue the
degree with a full load of classes.

MISSION:

ROBERT WALLACE
VP of Advancement

W

hile the temperatures in East Texas are not
a good indication of it, summer is over. As usual,
we took on some special projects during the
short break to ensure the current school year got off to a
great start. One of the largest ones was upgrading EVERY
light fixture in the classroom/administration building to
LEDs. This was done thanks to a special donation and with the assistance
of a grant from our electric company. The even better part of it is that the
projected savings in electricity
will pay for this project in about
four years.
Additionally, upgrades were
made to some of our livestreaming equipment to ensure
the best quality and lessen the
possibility of glitches so that
our online students are able to
continue their work. Some of
these upgrades also help ensure that in the event of the need to temporarily
cease in-person instruction, we will be even better prepared to operate
remotely.
Many hours were spent continuing our efforts to make our campus look as
good as possible. Due to restrictions placed on them by their student visas,
most of our outdoor maintenance work is done by international students
living on campus. Special thanks is due them for enduring the heat and
dodging the rain to get that work completed in the allotted time.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL CAMPAIGN

The Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary equips saints to do the work of ministry through a Biblicallybased higher education in harmony with Bible doctrines of the American Baptist Association to
advance the Kingdom of God through the local church ministry of fulfilling the Great Commission.

EQUIP - ADVANCE - FULFILL

NEW FALL
FACULTY
Dwain P. Knight, Th.B., B.S.
Bachelor of Science Degree from West Texas State University. Bachelor of Theology from
Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary.
Teaching: I & II Thessalonians, Philemon, English Comp II, Intro to Literature
Adjunct Faculty member with Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary. Licensed as a Minister of the
Gospel by Quaker Avenue Baptist, Lubbock, TX in 1975. Set apart and ordained to the work
of the Gospel Ministry by Calvary Baptist, Henderson, TX in 1979. Interim Pastor, Mission
Springs Baptist Church, Henderson, TX since 2019. Serving as the National Chaplain for KAO
since 2007. Taught in Texas schools for 27 years and in the Lord’s churches for over 40 years.
Bro. Knight strives to be a lifetime learner who also enjoys traveling with his wife and friends.
He is thrilled to be “Cat Daddy” to his granddaughters and hopes to have a positive impact on
their values by example and prayerful support.

Phillip Miller, Th.D., Th.M., Th.B., M.S., B.S.
Bachelor, Master and Doctorate of Bible Languages from the Missionary Baptist Seminary in
Little Rock, AR. Bachelor of Science in Education from the University of Central Arkansas in
Conway, AR. Master of Science in Education from Henderson State University in Arkadelphia,
AR. Holds a teacher’s license in the state of Arkansas for Language Arts, Speech and English
as a Second Language.
Teaching: English Comp III
Pastored three churches in Arkansas: Lewisburg MBC in Morrilton, AR (1991-1995), Mt. Calvary
MBC in Pleasant Plains, AR (1997-2006) and First Baptist Church, Bryant, AR (2006-present).
Served on faculty of the Missionary Baptist Seminary, Little Rock, AR (2003-present). Served
as Librarian of the Missionary Baptist Seminary, Little Rock, AR (2003-2016). Served as
Academic Dean of the Missionary Baptist Seminary, Little Rock, AR (2016-2018). Serves on the
Baptist Sunday School Committee of the American Baptist Association (2015-present). Member
of the History and Archives Committee of the Arkansas State Association of Missionary Baptist
Churches (2004-present). Chairman of the History and Archives Committee of the Arkansas
State Association of Missionary Baptist Churches (2013-2019). Moderator Arkansas State
Association of Missionary Baptist Churches (2019-present).
Dr. Miller has been married to Lorie since 1992, and they have two daughters: Hannah, married
to Trevor, and Madalyn.
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Joe M Morell, Th.D., Th. M., Th.B.
Bachelor, Master and Doctorate of Theology from Louisiana Missionary Baptist Institute and
Seminary.
Teaching: History of Missions, Preparation for Mission Service, Mission Practicum I & II,
Missions in the Local Church, Theology of Missions
Director of MTM (Missionary Training Ministry). Missions Pastor, Flatwoods Missionary
BC, Mountian View, AR. Founder and former Director of the Lithuanian Missionary Baptist
Institute in Kaunas, Lithuania. Missionary to Lithuania, Latvia, and Finland (1997-2009).
Served as faculty member (1989-1997) and Dean (1993-1997) of the Louisiana Missionary
Baptist Institute and Seminary. Served as President of the American Baptist Association
(2014-2016). Pastored First Landmark MBC (1975-1976), Greenacres MBC (1976-1997),
Flatwoods, MBC (2009-2018). Chaplain, Shreveport Fire Department (1979-1989)
Dr. Morell enjoys teaching, traveling internationally, training missionaries, mountain scenery,
Jeep rides and deer hunting with his wife Jessie, and LSU football.

Glen Moore, Th.B., Th.M., M.T.S., M.Div.
Bachelor of Theology, Master of Theology, Master of Theological Studies, and Master of
Divinity from Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary. Ph.D. candidate at Columbia Biblical
Seminary, Columbia S.C. (Scheduled to graduate May 2022). Certified Church Consultant
C.C.U., Church Revitalization Certified C.A., National Cancer Society Chaplain, Certified
Peace Officer Chaplain I.F.O.C., Blue Knights Law Enforcement Chaplain. U.S. Army Veteran,
Combat Medic, E.M.T. Paramedic.
Teaching: Overview of Bible Backgrounds & Geography, Philosophy & Apologetics, I, II
Corinthians, Pentateuch, Job & Ecclesiastes
Pastoral Ministry since 1990. Church Planter and Lead Pastor of Lifeway Baptist Church,
Cuero Tx. since 1998. Church Solutions Consulting since 2019. A faculty member of Texas
Baptist Institute & Seminary. Member of the Association of Practical Theology, Associate
member of the International Academy of Practical Theology, and member of the International
Apologetics Academy.
Bro. Moore enjoys flying as a private pilot, long-range shooting, scuba diving, and his 6
granddaughters.

Larry E. Clements, ThM, Th.D., DMin.
Doctor of Ministry from Dallas Theological Seminary. Bachelor, Master and Doctorate of
Theology from California Missionary Baptist Institute and Seminary.
Teaching: Intro to Education, Advanced Teaching Methods, Pastoral Leadership
Pastored three churches in California and one Arkansas (1971-2003). Served as Clerk of
the American Baptist Association (1986-2003). Served as Editor-in-Chief of Bogard Press/
Baptist Sunday School Committee (2003-2014). Served as Associate Pastor to Senior Adults
at Pauline Baptist Church in Monticello, Arkansas (2014-present). Authored two books for
Hyde Park Baptist Press; a commentary on I & II Thessalonians, and a commentary on I
Peter.
Dr. Clements has been married to Pat (Madden) Clements since 1968. He enjoys traveling
with Pat, spending time with their 5 children, their spouses, and their 12 grandchildren. He
also enjoys spending time at a get-away house on Lake Hamilton in Hot Springs, AR. He
LOVES the Living Word of God - reading, studying, preaching, teaching and writing about it.
The Baptist Monitor
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FACULTY INSIGHTS
JESUS CHRIST IN ISAIAH

ROBERT BROCK

I

saiah contains some of the world’s
most amazing poetry. The scroll of
Isaiah was studied in the synagogue
where Jesus and His brothers were
educated in the scriptures and business
savvy, such as math and Greek for
functioning in the marketplace. The course,
“Jesus Christ in Isaiah,” is a comprehensive
expose of Isaiah’s account of Jesus’ birth, death, burial, resurrection
and return of Christ. Jesus’ ministry to His people and the Gentile
world through His churches is viewed as prophecy fulfilling the
Abrahamic Covenant. His Name exalted, and amazing insights
on salvation and Millennial reign are researched. Satan-Lucifer’s
character is presented. The Lord of Hosts, who is He? Isaiah’s
personal call and ministry, the feminist movement and the failure
in the male’s spiritual-growth, Jesus Christ in creation, odd verses
and comfort are discussed and noted. The class discusses the
practical life-principles and sermon points in each week’s subject
and sermon preparation. “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust,
and not be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my
song; he also is become my salvation. Therefore, with joy shall ye
draw water out of the wells of salvation.” Isaiah 12:1-3
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PHILOSOPHY & APOLOGETICS
GLEN MOORE

W

e live in a world that is beyond
our control. From a global
pandemic to social and political
anxiety, people are hurting and asking big
questions. There are approximately 63,000
Google searches every second. That means
there are 5.6 billion searches per day. These
are the top theological questions. Does God
love me? What is love? Who is Jesus? What is the Bible? People
are looking for answers to these simple questions (The Christian
Post, 2019).
As believers, we are commanded to be prepared to answer these
questions and defend the hope within us and do it with gentleness
and respect (I Peter 3:15). But you cannot defend what you do
not know. Therefore, in PHI 4035: Philosophy and Apologetics,
students are challenged to establish and defend their Christian
worldview. Recent research (Gervais & Najle, 2018) suggest that
26 percent of Americans likely do not believe in God. We must
meet people where they are with the Gospel. This class offers
a biblical approach to classical and contemporary philosophy
while explaining the major apologetic questions of our day.

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY: A TEAM SPORT

FRANCISCO BARROS

B

iblical Theology (BT) is a “team sport”: It can’t be
practiced apart from several other disciplines. This “sport”
was played within the walls of the university – separately
from the churches – for a long time. The origin and development
of BT as an independent discipline – distinctly from Dogmatics
– in the European academic environment explains why this
happened. In his book Text and Truth, Watson explains that a
renewed practice of biblical theology has tried to dismantle the
barriers that separate biblical scholarship from Christian theology, moving the locus
of the discipline from the academic environment and returning it to its original place:
the church.
My goal in teaching “biblical theology” classes at Texas Baptist is to make a bridge
between academy and church, not neglecting academy, but emphasizing the need
to bring BT back home – the church. I equip the students to master essential tools,
procedures, methodologies, and knowledge that are provided by the academic
disciplines that interact with Biblical Theology, but also encourage ministers to build
biblical theology in the context of their own churches.
At the end of one of my BT courses, I asked the class to write a collaborative essay
answering this question: “Why Is Biblical Theology Important to Churches?”. I will
summarize and adapt the answer:[1]
• Biblical theology strengthens churches by helping them fulfill the great
commission
− BT enables churches to see God has one redemptive plan in Scripture.
− BT puts all emphasis on Christ and His atonement, leading the churches to
focus on Christ more and through the redemptive narrative of the entirety of
Scripture.
− BT enables churches to be more grounded in God’s Word, which consequently will lead them to be boldly evangelistic.
−
• BT kills legalism and all forms of self-justification
− BT helps the churches to understand the good news of justification by grace
alone through faith alone in Christ alone.
• BT positively influences leaders and churches
− BT leads pastors to preach Christ-centered sermons.
− BT leads congregations to be Christ-centered.
− BT leads churches to understand the doxological purpose of biblical history:
to bring glory to God only.

PAY DAY, SOME DAY

RAY O. BROOKS

W

hen Israel filled
the streets of
Jerusalem with
idols of all kinds and
began to offer up their
infant children as burnt
sacrifices to the Queen of
Heaven, God sent the King
of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, whom He called
“my servant” to destroy Jerusalem and enslave
God’s own people in Babylon for seventy years.
In the late 1800s, a great Scottish preacher
named Alexander Maclaren wrote, “There are
the great forces of evil that are always arrayed
against Christ. There is the thoroughgoing and
formidable rejection of all that is dearest to us,
which is creeping like poison through cultivated
society at home.” Scotland, whose churches
during the late 1800s sent out more Christian
missionaries than any other nation, is now
basically a non-Christian nation.
The United States of America, our grand, Godblessed country, is being put on trial by our
Creator. He is permitting the devil’s forces to
change a centuries-old Christian nation into a
God-rejecting, humanist nation whose judicial
leaders find joy in removing the name of God
from every place over which they hold some
control and whose people continue to murder
the helpless infants by the millions. Only time
will tell whom God shall use as His “servant’ to
chastise the USA, but He will in His own good
time. Let’s commit to pray for our nation to turn
back to God.

I hope you decide to join one of our BT classes!
[1] Special thanks to the authors of the essay, ministers Ryan Youngblood, Will Thompson, Kyle Elkins, Thang Sian.
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7

DEAN GRIGSBY
Business Manager

G

od continues to bless the churches
of the American Baptist Association
as they continue to recover from the
pandemic. As a result, the Baptist Sunday
School Committee is seeing improvements
in sales. Literature sales for the Summer quarter 2021 were 6%
higher versus the Spring quarter 2021. Projected Fall sales for
2021 show a 2% increase versus Summer 2021. These sales are
still 19% lower than before COVID, but we are thankful for the
improvements. The last two quarters show healthy improvements
for both children and teen sales versus the previous post-COVID
quarters, which indicates those ministries within the churches are
starting to improve.

As we continue to battle for the cause of Christ, our faith is being
tried and will no doubt continue to be tried. It is very easy to focus
on the trials and pressures we face each day. Peter speaking to
a group of believers who would soon face severe pressure and
persecution reminded them they must choose to focus and rejoice
in that which is most important if they wanted their lives to make a
difference. “Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season,
if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: That
the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise
and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” I Peter 1:67 “May we rejoice in our faith in Christ Jesus, continually praying,
… Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” Revelation 22:20

We are beginning to see the impact of world events on inflation
in raw material and contract pricing. Our raw material suppliers
are warning of 10-15% increases for future purchases. We are in
the process of renewing the five-year contract for our digital press
system, and first pass quotes are coming in at 30-60% higher than
our current contract. As we move forward, we will continue to
rely on God as our beacon during these storms, trusting Him to
minimize the impacts of these pressures on the Lord’s churches.

MARK CLEMENTS
Editor in Chief

“And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to
his purpose,” (Romans 8:28).
“What good can possibly come from this?” This has been the
question posed by many pastors and church members since
Covid made its entrance into our lives. Those of us who trust Jesus
as Savior and Lord do not dismiss His sovereignty over everything,
including global pandemics. Nevertheless, our collective groaning
at the effects of the Fall as seen in this pandemic begs for a
resolution.
We believe one day we will come to understand how God used
sorrowful seasons like the Covid pandemic to accomplish His
eternal will in ways we cannot currently observe. Already, though,
many pastors and church leaders are seeing the hand of God’s
blessing on their efforts to advance His kingdom through the
pandemic. Here is some good news of how God has blessed a few
pastors and churches through the grueling days of ministering
through a pandemic.
What good have you seen come from COVID in your church?
“Without question, we have seen good come from our digital
and social media presence. Covid forced us to broadcast, which
we should have already been doing . . . Our digital reach for the
gospel has grown exponentially.” (Jason Carlton, DeQueen, AR)
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“We actually have seen a rise in attendance especially among
families with young children . . . Covid seemed to galvanize the
resolve of our committed core to carry on the work of the Lord in
Green Valley.” (Mike Yoho, Monrovia, MD)
“I have seen…an awakened, personal awareness of the frailty of
life and the urgency of the Gospel.” (Eric Sutton, Wetumpka, AL)
“Covid forced us to get current with our technology and online
presence. This has really expanded our reach.” (Nathan Rogers,
Longview, TX)
What positive ministry changes will you make because of your
Covid experience?
“We’ve developed more targeted, neighborhood focused
ministries to build relationships with neighbors of church
members rather than just inviting passersby to join us for events.”
(Pastor Steven Ridings, Bedford, TX)
“We are far more receptive to the coming of the Lord and [the
church is more appreciative and aware of] the workload of the
pastor and staff.” (Pastor Terry Parrish, Benton, AR)
“I encourage our church leadership to understand that ministry
is not always a program for one to attend but a way of life and
daily interactions.” (Pastor Kyle Alonso, Garland, TX)
The pastors and church leaders who have led well through this
crisis have used Covid as an opportunity to enlarge their reach
with the gospel through new and creative means. I pray you stay
encouraged by the good God is doing, even through a global
pandemic.

MONTHLY MISSION REPORT - AUGUST 2021
It is my pleasure to report that the Messenger Meeting of the Churches
of the American Baptist Association in Charleston, WV, June 22 – 24,
was highlighted by a sweet spirit of fellowship, a number of challenging
messages from the Word of God and a great host of missionaries endorsed
by our churches.
News: Our August schedule was quite full. We began with a trip to
Hatley MBC, Hatley, MS; from there we doubled-back to the New Mexico
State Association at Borderland MBM, El Paso, TX. On our way home we
stopped at a Loves for the Benchmark MBM Faith Promise Conference,
Fredericksburg, VA, via ZOOM. That was followed by revival at Holly Springs
MBC, Star City, AR, where I pastored in the late 80s and early 90s. Next,
Gena and I headed to Colombia to visit ABA recommended missionaries,
Julio Mendoza and Gilberto Pinzon. The following is a quick summary of
our trip to South America:
•
•
•
•

6 cities, 8 churches visited
7 sermons preached
10 professions of faith
1 baptism

•
•
•
•

3 churches organized
3 deacons ordained
1 pastor ordained
3 preachers licensed

Finally, we visited Bethlehem MBC, Palmyra, AR, August 29th and I
preached Chapel Services at LMBIS on August 31st.
Names: I want to express my thanks for each pastor & wife who hosted
Gena and me in August – Jared & Sydney Conatser, Glenn & Amy McCarver,
Cody & Jacey Andrews and David & Tracey Harrington but especially to
missionaries/pastors in Colombia and their wives along with Robert &
Gayle Ledford, Landmark MBC, Madison, FL, and H.H. & Irma Strickland,
West Florida Baptist Institute, who accompanied us to Colombia.
Numbers: For August 2021, the recommended missionaries of the
American Baptist Association reported 386 professions of faith and 60
baptisms. Praise God for these great numbers!
Notes: It is with great sadness that we announce the death of long-time
ABA Foreign Missionary, Ernest Lawson, who gave his life serving the Lord
and our churches in Japan. Brother Lawson passed away on August 26th.
Though he will be greatly missed his legacy will live for years to come both
in Japan and America. Please remember the Lawson family in prayer.
Needs: An email from Pastor Dan Borum, First Baptist Church, Sallisaw, OK,
received Tuesday, August 31st stated, “Please pray for Missionary Willie
Puerin in the Philippines. He has suffered a stroke. He is in the hospital. He
is improving but his memory has not fully recovered. They are waiting on
the results from a CT scan.”

ROGER STEWART
Secretary-Treasurer
of Missions

To view previous reports,
visit our website at
www.abamissions.org
BEGINNING BALANCE		$2,323,372.96
RECEIPTS:
Interstate Salaries
$58,831.95
Foreign & National Salaries $56,193.55
Designated
$37,656.21
Undesignated
$10,161.28
TOTAL RECEIPTS		 $162,842.99
BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE		$2,486,215.95
DISBURSEMENTS
Interstate Salaries
$75,052.00
Foreign Salaries
$23,428.46
National Salaries
$25,271.60
Designated
$37,656.21
Sal/Exp of Sec-Treas. Office
Office Salaries
$12,904.27
General Office
     $1,557.56
		 Automobile Expense
$761.43
		 Sec/Treas. Expenses
$4,139.63
		 Postage
$529.30
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS		 $181,300.46
BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD		$ 2,304,915.49
DEFICIT FOR JUNE		 $(18,457.47)

P.O. Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050 | Phone: 903.792.2312 | Fax: 903.794.1290 | Email: missions@abamissions.org

INTO
ALL THE
WORLD
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WHY I CHOSE TEXAS BAPTIST
MAWAEI GEBEYEHU (SWAZILAND)

I

came to Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary seeking
formal Biblical training in an environment that cherishes the
Word of God through solemn study and application. I was
also looking for fellowship with like minded fellow Christians as
it encourages service and growth in our Lord. I was met by an
admission team that facilitated the process that the Lord used.

YOHAN PARK (SOUTH KOREA)

I

always wanted to study Theology. After I graduated
from college, I knew I had to enter seminary the following
year. I Googled “seminary near Lindale” and I found a BMA
school and Texas Baptist. I compared curriculum and tuition fees
and found that not only are tution fees cheaper, but also people
here were trying to help me to get into the school. I felt more
comfortable with Texas Baptist, so I came here.

KUNIHIKO OBA (JAPAN)

I

am interested in World Missions and Texas Baptist has
trained many pastors and missionaries. Texas Baptist has a
wealth of experience and knowledge in this area.

DAVID PINZON (COLOMBIA)

I

chose Texas Baptist because of the good reputation that
it has among the other seminaries that I knew about. Texas
Baptist is a place where I knew I could be around people that
love to work for the Lord and inspire others to do so.

TERUHA TOKUCHI (JAPAN)

I

t was difficult for me to make the decision to come to
America because of the different culture, new people and
different language. I chose Texas Baptist because I wanted to
challenge myself and was looking for opportunities to make new
Christian friends and learn about Him with them. Also, I wanted
to learn about foreign mission works and expand my world view.

WENDELL PUERIN (PHILIPPINES)

I

chose Texas Baptist because first, I believe this institution
can help me discover great things about God. Second, while
getting to know more about God, I can apply it to be even
closer to Him and lastly, to be equipped and ready for the ministry
that God prepares me to be in.

Mawaei Gebeyehu (Swaziland), Yohan Park (South Korea), Kunihiko Oba (Japan),
David Pinzon (Colombia), Teruha Tokuchi (Japan), Wendell Puerin (Philippines)

REPORTS
NORTH INDIA MISSIONS

76 Saved in the month of August
18 Baptized
Please pray for these new believers who are ready to testify publicly of the Lord’s work in their lives.

JAPANESE MISSIONS
Christian Greetings!
The Tokyo Olympics have become history.
The OBP (Outreach Bible Project) evangelism pin arrived on the opening day of the Olympics. Road racing went through our town,
and we wore pins and went to cheer. We were thrilled to be able to support the sports of Olympic Games. Unfortunately, most of
the games were played in stadiums with no spectators and therefore no preaching was done near the stadium. However, the pins
are distributed to churches and used for evangelism. We are waiting for the arrival of the Gospel of John and the Romans. We will
distribute it when it arrives.
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INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN PUBLISHERS
South America - Report from John Sanders

Character Codes for Life materials were distributed to four churches in Ibarra, Ecuador, and four churches between Bogota and
Ibague, Colombia. These eight churches are some of the many churches planted by Missionaries Jim Gage and Edgar Rubio.
Numerous works have been started among the indigenous people groups who have descended from the ancient Inca Indian tribes.
Bro. Sanders taught on the Importance of Christian Education in Ecuador and Columbia. There were many pastors and educators
in attendance.

MACEDONIAN MISSIONARY SERVICE
Mac Med Honduras - November 6-13, 2021
The medical team will be serving in the towns Danli and El Parasio.
The date is set for November 6-13. Dr. Hugh Malozzi is working very
closely with the missionary to find out what kind of medical needs
there are in this area.
All types of medical professionals will be needed for this medical
campaign:
physicians and surgeons of all types, dentists,
optometrists, chiropractors, ARNP’s, RN’s, LPN’s, PT’s, pharmacists,
medical assistants. Non-medical people are also needed.
What a great opportunity to go and serve the people of Honduras! The estimated cost for the trip is $1,700 per person. Participants
will be on a first come, first serve basis. The cost includes the airfare from a city near you, airport tax, food, lodging, and transportation
while in Honduras.
Please pray that many will come to know Jesus as their personal Savior as a result of this medical mission trip. Pray as the LORD
lays upon the hearts for willing workers to go serve the people of Honduras.
If you are interested in this awesome opportunity, please call the Macedonian Missionary Service at (606) 677-6683

PLEASE SEND ARTICLES AND PICTURES FOR THIS COLUMN
BY THE 1ST OF THE MONTH TO: MONITOR@TBI.EDU
The Baptist Monitor
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MBA OF TEXAS MISSION REPORTS - AUGUST 2021
Editor: Curtis Gilbert

AUGUST BEGINNING BALANCE:$90,789.42
OFFERINGS: 

$18,941.06

MISSIONARY SUPPORT: 

-$12,450

ADM. SALARY: 
EXPENSES: 


-$2,600
(DESIGNATED) -$10
(OFFICE) -$157.56

AUGUST ENDING BALANCE:  $94,512.92
Since November 1st:
10 saved, 4 baptized, 10 joined by
letter and 2 joined by statement.

Glenn McCarver ; El Paso ; Borderland
MBC
Meetings: We hosted the New Mexico State
Association of Missionary Baptists. We had
both the Sec./Treasurer of Missions for the
ABA (Bro. Roger Stewart) and the MBA
of Texas (Bro. Curtis Gilbert). Bro Wesley
Veazey and Bro. Stewart were the speakers.
Pastor: Bro. Ron Davis spoke to our
congregation. We thoroughly enjoyed the
time of fellowship we had with him and Sis.
Tammy. We had two visitors that we had
met over a year prior. One of these young
women brought her boyfriend the next
week, and they have been attending since.
Stats: We averaged 10 on MW, 7 on WE,
and 8 at our youth meeting. We also had 4
visitors.

Joe Bozarth; Conroe; Fellowship BC
Covid strikes: Our attendance was down for
a couple of reasons, Covid hit two families
of our congregation and I had foot surgery.
Everyone is doing fine. We still have one out
for Covid, but he’s getting better.
Joining: We had 2 more to join by letter this
month. God is blessing us in Conroe.
Stats: We had 2 to join by letter. We averaged
18 in SS; 19 in MW; 15 in EW; and 13 on WE.
Our offering was $5,233 with $546.32 given
to missions and $3,002 paid on the loan.
Steven
Haney;
Lubbock;
Director at Texas Tech U.

MBSF

Handouts: TTU is in session and we held
our Raider MBSF welcome week booth
and got to speak to and hand out flyers to
around 75 students. Three of those students
contacted with me about joining with us!
7 present: Our first Bible study was Monday
the 30th, at 7 pm on campus and we had
7. We have our MBSF Back-to-School BBQ
planned at a park near campus.
Involvement: Several MBSF officers
volunteered at a Tech fundraiser to get the
MBSF more involved in campus activities!
Pray for us as we start reaching the campus
of Texas Tech and the students God is
working on!
Needed: We are still averaging around
$3,400/month in support and need to be
above the $4,000/month mark to begin
looking for housing.
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Youth: We began a youth meeting with 8 in
attendance and 1 first time visitor.
Victor Rice; San Antonio; Shiloh MBC
We are thankful to the Lord for His greatness
as He blesses us at Shiloh MBC.
We attended Alvin MBC to share the work
and preach the morning message.
After sending out 1200 letters we received
$1,250 and have two other churches who
voted to respond to our request.
We are blessed with the homeless ministry
increasing, with one new one coming
forward, making a profession of faith and
seeking baptism.
Stats: We had 1 saved. We averaged 17
in SS; 21 in MW; 13 in EW, and 13 on WE.
Our offering was $3,975 with $575 given to
missions, and $1,200 paid on rent.
We were blessed to have pastor Michael
Brawner of Landmark MBC in Honey Grove
while he was training in the San Antonio
area.
We went to a retirement housing for a Bible
study and averaged 7.
David Smith; Mansfield; Lifeline BC
Texas Baptist Outreach: Sept 10-12 they
will come with Bro. Kuni Oba to do door-todoor work using the Bless method.
Back to Church Sunday: Back to Church
Sunday has been very effective for us. It is
a lot like Friend Day.

Stats: We averaged 15 in MW; and 15 in
small groups. We had 2 first time guests.
Our offering was $3,803 with $1,310 given
to missions and $725 paid on rent.
Outreach & Covid: We have been using
Live-streaming (2 years before Covid)
and Zoom for Bible Studies, and in person
whenever and wherever possible.
Daniel Tijerina;
Beginning BC

Mission;

A

New

Blessed: August was filled with blessings as
my wife and I celebrated our 26th wedding
anniversary and my birthday. We had one
soul give his life to Christ.
Seminary: We attended the seminary at
Macedonia where Pastor Abel, Jonathan,
and Moises are teaching three classes.
They have 14 students.
Travel: I traveled to Mexico and preached
in Ramones, Nuevo Leon where a new
work is starting there by Getsemani MBCPastor Josue Vasquez.
Stats: We had 1 saved. We averaged 8 on
Sunday’s and Wednesday’s.
We attended church at Getsemani and at Mt.
Calvary. Special thanks to our sponsoring
church, Unity MBC, and for their prayers
and financial support.
Larry Watson ; Rockdale ; Landmark
MBC
TMD: Bro. Boles and his wife visited and
presented the 2nd quarter TMD Funds.
Steady: Our attendance was steady, we
even had a few weeks in the 20’s. We had
4 first time visitors, 3 were children. Their
parents have mentioned coming.
Stats: We averaged 16 in SS; 18 on MW; and
7 on WE. Our offering was $1,488 with $150
given to missions.
Musical: We have a new HVAC system! We
had our first “Fifth Sunday Singing” and
Fellowship. We were blessed to see many of
our people come out with instruments and
praise the Lord in song. We hope to start
Sunday evening service soon. We also hope
to get our roof started!
Lastly, thank you all for your prayers
concerning my job.

SERVANTS NEEDED

State Project

MBA of TX Women’s Auxiliary
David and Alice Smith
Texas Intercultural Ministries
Lifeline Baptist Church, Mansfield TX
lifelinechurchmansfield.org
Please mail your auxiliary offerings to:

Contact the Texas Baptist
office for more info.
The following are ministry opportunities
that have been submitted for publication.
Inclusion on this list does not necessarily
constitute an endorsement by Texas
Baptist Institute & Seminary.

PASTOR:

MBA of TX Women’s Auxiliary
Tammy Davis
1601 Avenue T., Snyder, TX. 79549
325-515-1517
sistertad777@gmail.com

Texas Intercultural Ministries
Two children received Christ at our
VBS last week! We had a high of 32 on
Friday. We hosted a BBQ on Saturday.
We met the parents of the children
and are praying for them to come
to our services soon.
We are ready to grow. We are praying for a renewal of the
energy and the power of the Spirit of God to move us forward.
Getting prospects is not very difficult, the problem is getting them to venture out to
the church. Many are afraid, some like Jesus but don’t like church. Please pray that
we will help them overcome their fears and hurts.

Grace Temple MBC - Mt. Pleasant, TX
Green Mountain MBC - Rutland, VT
Hillcrest MBC - Paris, TX
Hinton MBC - Hinton, OK
Landmark MBC - Lakewood, CO
Mercer BC - Mercer, PA
Nyssa First MBC - Nyssa, OR
Overton MBC - Overton, TX
West View MBC - Gatesville, TX

ASSOCIATE PASTOR and/or
YOUTH LEADER:
Alto MBC - Alto, TX
Calvary MBC - Silsbee, TX
Heritage MBC - Tyler, TX
Missionary BC - Hughes Springs, TX
Veal Switch MBC - Hughes Springs, TX

“The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. Therefore, pray to the Lord of
the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” Luke 10:2

DEAR CHURCHES OF THE AMERICAN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
At our messenger meeting in Charleston, WV, the messengers voted “To have our president appoint a committee to review our
Articles of Agreement and Missionary Policy, and report to the messenger body in 2022, any recommended updates or changes.”
After much prayer and counsel, the following committee has been formed to carry out the desires of the messengers:
Eric Sutton - President
Nathan Luellen - Clerk
Terry Parrish - Past President

Randy Cloud - Past President
Joe Morrell - Past President
Jim Crain - Past President

Roger Copeland - Past President
Ed Button - Chairman of Missionary Committee
Caleb Wood - BSSC Member

The last time such a project was undertaken was in the 1978-1979 messenger meetings. Please pray for this committee as we seek to
fulfill the task the messengers have laid upon us.
Eric Sutton
President
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IN MEMORIUM
Donald Lee Britton, 86, of Tyler, TX, passed away
Saturday, August 7, 2021. He was born July 16, 1935, in
Maydelle, TX, to Jessie Lee and Flossie Harris Britton.
Bro. Britton was a member of University Baptist Church
in Tyler at the time of his death. He graduated from
Maydelle High School and Texas Baptist Institute and
Seminary in Henderson, TX. He served as an instructor
at Texas Baptist for 44 years and as pastor of University
Baptist Church for 46 years.
EDITOR’S NOTE: For many years, Bro. Britton was the “chief mailer” of The
Baptist Monitor in addition to being the editor of the Church History article. His
work is greatly appreciated!

Ernest Lawson, 82, of Science Hill, Kentucky, passed
away Thursday, August 26, 2021. He was born December
16, 1938 in Hamilton, Ohio; son of the late Milton & Cora
(Owens) Lawson.
As a child, his father held regular family “singings” and
because of this, he was later known for his singing vocal
power and range. His mother, who was a voracious
reader, gave him the love for reading books.
He was a veteran of the United States Air Force. Tested to have an aptitude of
foreign languages, he was trained to understand Mandarin and German. He
also worked and wrote programs for one of the First IBM computer systems.
After his military service, he studied for his Master’s Degree in Theology from
Eastern Baptist Bible Institute, Somerset, Kentucky, while he served as pastor
of Saline Baptist Church. He then served at the Milford Baptist Church, Milford,
Ohio, before beginning his missionary work in Japan. His language aptitude
helped him learn the Japanese idioms that many other foreign missionaries
missed. His willingness to try any food once made him quite popular as he
liked some things that even some Japanese would admit they would not eat.
He seemed to immerse himself head first in any culture he entered.
From 1968 to 1990, he helped organize the Dazaifu Baptist Church and Tento
Baptist Church, both in southwestern Japan. In 1991, he moved and worked
until his 2002 return to the United States in Shimodate in part of central Japan.
He worked on building projects at all three church mission points. From
2002 until 2017, he traveled back and forth with the Japan Missionary Baptist
Seminary. During this time he was in another church building/remodeling
project where his daughter Debbie was living. He continued teaching Bible
school classes via the internet until 2018.
He especially loved working with Japanese teenagers and was always willing
to help those in need. He was known for not being able to say no to cries of
help to the chagrin of his children on occasions. He had the more the merrier
attitude. He was the official cook for the Thanksgiving and Christmas turkey
where he opened up his house for other missionaries to join the festivities.
He would later repeat the same process for potluck dinners in the Japanese
churches.
He was always prepared for visitors. He actually did better when people
visited more than getting rest during his hospital stays. He thrived being part
of a team. One of his regrets was that he had not moved into the area of his
home church Flatwoods Baptist Church. Next to his nuclear family, church
family was most important.
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Roger Bois Elumbaugh, 79, of Center,
TX, passed away August 16, 2021.
Born May 13, 1942, in Hickory Ridge,
Arkansas, Roger is the son of Arthur
Elumbaugh and Bertha McClung
Elumbaugh. He was a preacher for 53
years and spent 22 of those years as
Pastor of Mt. Herman Missionary Baptist
Church in Center, TX. His hobbies
included fishing, playing the guitar,
loving his grandkids, and most of all,
spreading God’s word.

William George Warner, 68, of Derby,
ME, went to be with his Lord on July 10,
2021. He died peacefully surrounded
by his family. He was born August 19,
1952, in Long Beach, California, the
oldest of 9 children. He is survived
by his wife of 43 years, Patty. He was
blessed during his lifetime with 7
children, 20 grandchildren and 7 greatgrandchildren.
Bro. Bill was saved in 1975. He was baptized and surrendered
to preach not long afterwards. He and his wife met in the Simi
Valley MBC in California. She had been recently saved and
he was a young preacher student at California Missionary
Baptist Institute in Bellflower. They were married on January
20, 1978, and the adventure began.
Bro. Bill later moved his family to Texas from Washington in
1985 where he attended Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary.
He obtained a Bachelor of the English Bible there and was
ordained by the Longview Drive MBC in 1988. He went on
to pastor churches and do mission work in New Jersey,
Arkansas, Wyoming, Washington and Maine. They moved to
Maine in 1995 where he had been conducting services in his
home, Landmark MBC, Derby, until the time of his death. He
believed strongly in the scriptural doctrinal statements of the
American Baptist Association. Prior to becoming ill, he also
worked as a maintenance man for the Town of Milo.
He loved preaching and studying the Bible. He especially
liked doing Greek & Hebrew translations. He had a very
strong faith in his Lord. Whenever there were problems his
response was “Jehovah Jireh” (God will provide). He always
said he was rich as long as he had his family. As his health
deteriorated, he never complained. He always thanked God
for every day. He remained the spiritual rock of his family.
He enjoyed spending time with his family, fishing, watching
eagles, monster movies and playing video games with his
kids. His favorite Bible verse was Isaiah 40:31, “But they that
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be
weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.” He will be greatly
missed and forever in our hearts.

TEXAS MISSION BUILDERS
Leroy & Mary Smith

T

he TMB workers are hard at work. We have a project going for East Side MBC in Jacksonville. We are doing
some remodeling for them on the inside of their building and putting on a metal roof. We are waiting for Heritage
Baptist Church, Center, TX, to get their sheetrock finished so we can hang their ceilings.
We have several men building cabinets for the Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary apartments. Several other projects
are on our list and we are always looking for volunteer helpers. If anyone would like to consider working with the Texas Mission Builders
as a volunteer helper, we would welcome them. Bro. Mike Pearson, TMB Jobs Supervisor,
can answer any questions.
If your church needs help with a building project, please let us know. The church or sponsoring church, if you are a mission, must have
been affiliated with the Missionary Baptist Association of Texas for at least three years.
Thank you for your support of TMB.
It is because of helpers like you that
we are able to be a blessing to the
churches. All the labor we do for
them is done at no cost!

TEXAS MISSION DEVELOPMENT
Jim Slocumb

T

o God be all the glory! Thanks to all of you who support the
Texas Mission Development Program. We pray for you always,
giving thanks, making mention of you in our prayers knowing
TMD would be nothing without your faithful support. Thank you
very much for your participation and faithfulness in this. TMB
works for missions and struggling churches.

The Second Quarter 2021 Funds were
presented on August 1 to Landmark MBC
Rockdale, TX. The funds totaled $28,053.87!

It’s that time again!! It’s time to choose the Fourth Quarter 2021
Project. We appreciate your help in making this selection. There
are four churches requesting the TMD funds.
Requests are:
1. Woodglen MBC, Spring, TX
2.Bogata MBC, Bogata, TX for Emmaus Baptist Fellowship, Lakeport,
TX.
3. Missionary Baptist Church, Corsicana, TX
4. Landmark MBC, Paris, TX
Ballots will be counted on September 20, 2021 and a results letter
will be mailed out.
My wife and I are experiencing Covid 19 even though we both had
vaccines and have previously had the virus. Thank you greatly for
all your prayers. So far so good. Amen!!! We love you all.

Left to Right – Rocky Springs MBC Pastor Bennie Boles and
wife, Debbie, presenting a check to Landmark MBC Pastor
Larry Watson and Church Treasurer, Jesse Valdez.
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FACTS ABOUT THE FACTS
by John Melancon

S

eals were used historically as a signature of the
person it belonged to. A piece of pottery sometimes
bore the mark of the maker or a seal was used to seal
a writing or scroll. A leather string was tied around the scroll
and a lump of wet clay formed over the knot. The seal was
used to make an impression into the wet clay and allowed
to dry. This would identify the sender of the message and
alert the recipient to it having been opened before it was
delivered as the seal would have to be broken or the string
cut.
The most widely used seal was the stamp seal which gave
an impression by simply pushing it into the wet clay. A
larger and more artistic seal was made by rolling a cylinder
seal 360 degrees over the wet clay, leaving a small picture
behind. These cylinder seals varied widely in subject
matter from musical instruments to a scene reminding us
of the Garden of Eden confrontation in Genesis 3. These
seals were carved in stone most times and were worn on
a leather string around the neck or even set into a ring.
To view this artifact and many others, contact
the school office for an appointment.

Stamp
Seal

CHURCH HISTORY
by John Melancon

S

elect Baptist churches are a unique
historical church that traces its lineage
back to the very first church founded by
Jesus and founded upon Bible doctrines alone.
Along the way, true to the continuing heritage
of Baptists, suffering has infiltrated throughout
those churches. The fierce independence of the
Baptist churches is largely credited to the Dutch
Baptists according to early writers such as Fuller
and Collier. Yet, in each country that the Baptist
fought for their independence as a church,
outside influences crept in and threatened the
continuance of Baptist doctrines. Even Bishop
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Sanderson wrote in 1681 of the battles from within.
He spoke to the disagreements of the Puritans and
Anabaptists in their battle over the Scriptures and
stated the possibility of the Anabaptists losing the
battle and they would then be “gone”.
In one such battle, the Puritans are recorded
to have believed in the union of church and
state. The Baptists stood firmly in favor of the
independence of the church from state authority.
This issue continues unto this day and is even
rearing its head within the Covid pandemic. In the
next issues we will be reviewing these historical
battles, where the Scripture and Church stand and
the continuing battle to stand on our Scriptural
foundation.

S

omebody in our house broke his hip, and it wasn’t me.
Yep, it was the D-man. Not only did he break his hip when he
fell, he broke every egg he was carrying back from the chicken
pen. Surgery followed, of course, then two weeks in a rehab facility.
Then he came home... to me.
I was doing my best to take up where rehab left off. Darrel was so
sweet. He just bragged on me, telling me I had taken the place of six
nurses! No wonder I was getting my 10,000 steps in without leaving
the house. His other observation, “You know, Martha, all those years
I have let you wait on me and take care of me... well I see now it was
just preparing you for a time such as this. You should be thanking
me.” Honestly, I had not thought of that, but I was really thankful when
the physical therapist told him it was time for him to start doing for
himself!
Andy came and stayed two
nights when we first got home.
He came to help with Dad, but
what I needed was somebody to
“tend” to the chickens. Problem
was, Andy was as scared of the
chicken pen as I was. But he
decided to “man-up” and go. He
took the gun. Nothing significant
the first day. Next day... took him
three shots to kill that snake,
and when he held him up... 4
big bumps in him, which was proof of what was happening to our
eggs. The whole ordeal was pretty awful. Andy went home the next
morning.

reading Philippians 4:10-13... Paul had to “learn” to be content in
every circumstance. With all the different circumstances Paul went
through, I’m sure the “learning” did not come easy. But, he goes
ahead and tells us that he found the secret of how to do it... of how
to be content in every situation. He said “I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me.” Bro. Sellers is always telling us to
study scripture in context. I realize, when Paul wrote this letter, his
particular idea here was that only through Jesus Christ could he
be content in whatever situation he was in. Wouldn’t it be great if
instead of fretting, instead of trying to figure out “why”, we would
just say in every circumstance, “I can do all things through Him who
gives me the strength.” And realize that truly our strength does come
from Him and thank Him for it. There are so many things happening
in this ol’ world that we don’t understand and can do nothing about.
I am trying to remember that we don’t live on “explanations” we live
on promises. So, Darrel and I decided we will stop trying to figure it
out and just keep “standing on the promises of God.”
I am learning to be a regular farm girl. I may write a book. I
figured out about hauling feed. Yep. Get somebody at the feed store
to put it in your trunk... and there you go. That’s it. Take your bucket
and feed from your trunk. Of course, your groceries will have to go
somewhere else, and your car will smell a little funny, but other than
that it works great! Any other “farming” questions just email me! I’m
your girl.

Took him three shots to kill that
snake, and when he held him up...
I just could not bring myself to go to the pen, but I couldn’t leave
the chickens out there to die. Then it came to me... Mr. Miley, our
constable. That is part of his job, right?... to protect innocent women
from danger... plus, he carries a gun. God bless Mr. Miley. He did take
care of that for me, and I will be eternally grateful. For real... eternally
grateful.
Darrel did not do so well at home, so he is now back in rehab. We
decided to start listing all the things God was teaching us in this. I
am a big believer in the sovereignty of God. I kept going back and
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P. O. Box 570

Henderson, TX 75653-0570

TEXAS BAPTIST ALUMNI &
FRIENDS BANQUET
Texas Baptist Alumni and Friends Banquet, Monday,
November 15, 2021, 6:30 p.m. at Walnut Street MBC
Fellowship Hall, Hillsboro, TX. Tickets will be sold
from Oct. 1 - Nov. 5, 2021, @ tbi.edu/banquet. Tickets
are $20 each with proceeds going to the Walnut Street
Ladies Auxiliary.

TEXAS STATE MEETING
Missionary Baptist Association of Texas Messenger Meeting
will be held November 16-17, 2021, at Walnut Street MBC,
Hillsboro, TX. Information regarding hotels, booth space,
and meeting agenda can be found at mbaoftexas.org.

BROOKS/KIRKLAND LECTURES
DEC 7-10 @ 11 A.M.
Speakers: Jay Gibson & Craig Duncan

