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H 
aving completed his speech to 
the Henderson Rotary Club, 
Judge Bennie Dickinson added, 

“Finally, two things to think about: it is 
unbelievable what unbelievable things 
an unbeliever will believe in order to be 

an unbeliever. And, an atheist’s worst moment is being truly 
grateful with no one to thank.” (Thanks to Travis Orr) 

Dear reader, if perchance you have found yourself on the 
team of the unbelievers with no one to thank for the multiple 
blessings in your life, your health, your family, your country 
or just being alive; this old tried and proven ninety-eight 
year old Baptist preacher recommends to you the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He loves you, even in your sin. He suffered and bled 
and died to pay the sin debt of the world. Yes, yours was 
included. Be a believer, confess your unbelief and believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Then, being truly grateful, you have 
someone to thank.

This writer is a true “born again” believer: it took quite a 
number of years. As far back as I can remember, I believed 
in the existence of God and His Son, the Lord Jesus; but I 
reached the age of twenty-seven before I trusted the Lord to 
the saving of my soul.

How great it is to have someone “to thank” for saving my soul! 
How about you?
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T 
he Spring Term has gotten off to a 
great start. Enrollment is still high 
with 113 students. Faculty are being 

faithful to their classes. Commencement 
is scheduled for May 29 at 10 a.m in the 
Worship Center of Calvary Baptist Church 
in Henderson. Some of our classes, in a 

recorded format, will be offered during the summer.

Fall 2021 will bring several changes. We will move from three 12 
week terms to two 16 week semesters. This adjustment still allows 
ample time for content since we are moving from two-credit hour 
class allotments to three-credit hour for most courses. All of our 
former classes will still be offered with some new classes focused 
on mission/church planting. 

Master of English Bible classes will be offered on Tuesdays only 
and the Master of Theological Studies classes will meet only on 
Thursday. This provides a convenience for students who drive-
in for classes. There has been a lot of interest in our Master’s 
programs.

Any time changes are made it requires extra effort by staff and 
faculty. The changes beginning in Fall of 2021 are very strategic 
with many hours of thought and discussion. I appreciate the 
attitude of everyone working with Texas Baptist. We see these 
changes as necessary, but we WILL NOT CHANGE OUR BIBLICAL 
STANCE. All of our Preaching, Teaching and Ministry classes are 
intact. 

Please continue to support Texas Baptist with your prayers and 
offerings. God is truly blessing our work.

Our purpose remains the same. We are here to EQUIP - ADVANCE 
- FULFILL!

MISSION:

1300 Longview Dr.
Henderson, TX 75652 tbi.edu

The Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary equips saints to do the work of ministry through a Biblically-
based higher education in harmony with Bible doctrines of the American Baptist Association to 
advance the Kingdom of God through the local church ministry of fulfilling the Great Commission.

EQUIP - ADVANCE - FULFILL

A 
s you can see from the front and 
back covers of this issue of The Baptist 
Monitor we are shedding light on 

opportunities for you to be a physical part of 
our ministry. As you have read in these pages 
over the last few years, we have made some 

significant steps toward ensuring what was already a great 
ministry is positioned to remain so for the future. The one area 
where we have not made many changes is in expanding our 
financial base to be able to fund this great ministry for the long-
term.

What you see in this issue are two opportunities. One is for the 
short-term and the other for the long-term. East Texas Giving Day 
is an event we have been a part of for the last few years. This is 
an event hosted by the East Texas Communities Foundation that 
encourages people to donate to non-profit organizations. These 
funds are a boost to help us finish our fiscal year strong.

The long-term opportunity is the subject of our cover story. This 
effort is intended to build a new cohort of smaller donors who can 
and will make a big difference. This group called Texas Baptist 
Allies (TB Allies) will become a vital piece to the puzzle that will 
allow us to use funds from larger donors for new initiatives or 
needed capital improvements.

 As always, we would love to hear from you and answer any 
questions you have or schedule a time to come and visit you in 
person. Dr. Steve Butler and I are available to make presentations 
to your church as a whole or to selected ministries of your church.

We are extremely thankful for all you do to help us continue our 
work for God’s kingdom. We pray we are a help to you in your 
ministry as well.
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W 
hen leaders fail, it creates ripple effects 
far from the fall itself - like tossing 
a rock into a pond causes waves to 

circle out from the source until the whole pond 
is affected. It is impossible to measure the 
effects of the fall of a spiritual leader. Whether 

it happens to a small-church deacon, or to a megachurch pastor—it 
is catastrophic to the cause of Christ.

In May 2020, a celebrated, world-famous, Christian minister died of 
cancer. His ministry’s total revenue for 2015 was 25.7 million dollars. 
Prior to his death, social media and public requests for prayer were 
uncountable. Following his death there was an astounding 2.3 
million expressions of thanks for his life on Twitter. Vice President 
Mike Pence attended his funeral, along with Tim Tebow, Lecrae, and 
many other celebrities. 

He died in May. By August, revelations of his secretly sinful, abusive 
and abominable lifestyle began to leak out. Much of the gruesome 
details came to light, not exposed by conscientious Christians who 
surrounded him, but was unearthed through the research of an 
atheist blogger, who questioned his extravagant lifestyle. How sad 
that is.

These revelations of abuse brought flashbacks of the moral 
implosions of other Christian celebrities of the past. But we are also 
reminded that, “to err is human; to forgive divine.” Every honest 
person understands that failing is part of the human condition. We 
are all sinners (Romans 3:23), we all fail (Ecclesiastes 7:20), and we 
all need forgiveness (1 John 1:9). If that is so, why is it such a big deal 
when a leader fails?

To understand the impact when leaders fall, we need to know:

WHAT GOD EXPECTS OF LEADERS

God has no double standards. However, the Bible teaches that 
Christian pastors, deacons, leaders and teachers are held to a 
higher standard of conduct than others in the church family. For that 
reason, the Word says: “Let not many of you become teachers, my 
brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment” 
(James 3:1).

The Lord expects more from those who exercise authority over 
others. Jesus said, “unto whom much is given, of him shall be much 
required” (Luke 12:48). Spiritual leaders “keep watch over your 
souls as those who will give an account” (Hebrews 13:17). More 
responsibility leads to more accountability.

Paul put it this way: “Moreover, it is required of stewards that one 
be found trustworthy” (1 Corinthians 4:2). Stewardship requires 
faithfulness.

WHY GOD’S STANDARDS ARE HIGHER FOR LEADERS

God’s work, above all work, is sacred. The Christian minister, 
deacon, teacher or leader, represents Him, and does His work. So, 
when a person engaged in ministry defies God’s holy standards, he 
brings reproach on His Master and shame to His cause.

In the Old Testament, Israel’s priests were to live according to a 
higher standard. Those men who served as priests wore sacred 
garments, worked around sacred furniture, read the sacred 
Scriptures and carried out sacred sacrifices. When priests failed 
to maintain holiness, they were removed by God or by His people. 
Moses wrote: “They shall be holy to their God and not profane the 
name of their God, for they present the offerings by fire to the LORD, 
the food of their God; so they shall be holy” (Leviticus 21:6). God’s 
human spokesmen had to be godly.

Likewise in the New Testament, God’s requirements for Pastors 
and Deacons were based on high standards (1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 
1:5—2:15). God’s servants are to be all about God’s glory. His ministers 
are to lead to the church’s edification—they are, “for the equipping of 
the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of 
Christ” (Ephesians 4:12).

WHAT TO DO WHEN LEADERS FAIL

First, pray for your leaders before they fall. “First of all, then, I urge 
that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made 
on behalf of all men; for kings and all who are in authority” (1 
Timothy 2:1-2). People are to, “Remember those who led you, who 
spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their 
conduct, imitate their faith” (Hebrews 13:7). Thank the Lord for godly 
pastors, leaders, teachers and deacons, who overcome temptation 
and choose the holy path.

Second, realize all human beings fail in varying degrees. Only God 
is perfect; the rest of us are mere mortals, no matter our office or 
position. This is no excuse for sin, but is an honest and necessary 
step in dealing with the failure of leaders. God commands: “Brethren, 
even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, 
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking 
to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted” (Galatians 6:1). 
Restoration of the fallen is to be pursued, as the “spiritual” realize 
that nobody is exempt from sin’s temptation or the consequences 
that follow giving in to it.

Third, confront their failures. Praying for leaders does not mean 
ignoring falsehood or failure. It should be confronted. We should 
not turn a blind eye to the misdeeds of our leaders. The biblical 
standards for confrontation and forgiveness apply just as much as 
those for honesty and repentance. 

Fourth, stay open and in communication with your heavenly Father. 
David prayed, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and 
know my anxious thoughts; And see if there be any wicked way in 
me, and lead me in the everlasting way” (Psalm 139:23-24). Confess 
your sins and keep your trust in Him.

Fifth, devote your life afresh to the service of Christ. Don’t let the sin 
and failure of others discourage you, slow your steps, weaken your 
knees, or lower your spirit. God is still holy, Jesus is still King, and the 
Holy Spirit still empowers.

No matter what others may do, keep on proclaiming the good news 
of Jesus, our only Savior!

DR. LARRY CLEMENTS
TEXAS BAPTIST FACULTY



S 
eventeen years ago the nine man 
crew of the “Lady-Be-Good,”   
a U. S. Liberator bomber, parachuted 

into the Libyan desert of North Africa. 
Following is the text of the heart rending 
diary kept by 2nd Lt. Robert F. Toner, co-
pilot, until his death eight days later.

DIARY FROM HELL
Ray O. Brooks



Tears come to my eyes and it seems my heart will break even 
now as I read this, I would pray for these if it would help, but 
they are beyond human prayers now. I only hope that these were 
prepared to meet God in that lonely hour of death. What a tragedy 
it would be if any one of these is now entered into an eternity of 
so similar circumstances, yet multiplied beyond meaning.

With the reading of this short pathetic diary, these words and 
phrases seem to jump out at me; “no sleep,” “spent P. M. in hell,” 
“prayers all the time,” “very miserable,” “aching all over,” “if we 
had water,” “no rest,” “still waiting for help,” “no help yet,” “we all 
want to die.” My mind cannot be kept from a far more pathetic 
diary, one just as real. It is recorded in the sixteenth chapter of the 
Gospel of Luke, verses 23 through 31.

“And in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and 
said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, 
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my 
tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, 
remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, 
and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted and 
thou art tormented. And besides all this, between us and you 
there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from 
hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come 
from thence. Then he said, I pray thee therefore father, that thou 
wouldest send him to my father’s house: For I have five brethren; 
that he may testify unto them, lest they also come to this place 
of torment. Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the 
prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay, Father Abraham: 
but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he 
said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither 
will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”

A diary is a personal record. This is an inspired record of life in 
hell.

IT IS A PERSONAL RECORD OF CONSCIOUS UNBEARABLE 
SUFFERING. This man is suffering the many torments that 
can come only to a pain racked body made by the infinite God 
to endure the flames that have consumed all wood and use 
brimstone for their backlog. He is suffering the intense pain of 
a scorching tongue that would give a world for the touch of one 
cool damp finger. His suffering knows no name. His dehydrated 
body knows no rest - no sleep - no shelter. Misery and pain are 
his constant companions. He is in torments. He wants to die.

HIS IS A PERSONAL RECORD OF PRAYERFUL PLEADING. He 
cried out for mercy. He is pleading for relief from the tormenting 
heat. He is conscious. He is in need. He cries out for help. Hell is 
filled with the pitiful pleading wails of this tormented wretch.

THIS A PERSONAL RECORD OF AGONIZING MEMORY. “Son 
remember.” He can and he does. Oh these tormenting thoughts; 
cool water overspread by cool shade trees rustling in cool 
breezes; frosty pitchers with icy contents; they bring pains of 

untold agony to his tormented conscious mind. Thoughts of rest 
and sleep and relaxing comfort cut as hot knives into a weary 
agonizing mind. Memory, SO blessed a possession on earth - so 
horrible a companion in hell.

THIS IS A PERSONAL RECORD OF SHATTERED HOPE. Until 
now, he seems to have had hope for mercy, for an end to all 
this suffering. But no! There is a great gulf fixed and there is no 
escape. His destiny is fixed. No hope. No help. He is doomed and 
damned for eternity. He wants to die. He cannot die. He wants to 
pass out of existence, but he must exist, such as it is, for eternity.

AND NOW HE RECORDS HIS BELATED CONCERN. His 
tormented memory adds to his misery by the sudden 
remembrance that his five brethren are coming this way. He had 
lived with them and influenced them wrongly for so long a time. 
Now, they too will end up in this place. They must not! Something 
must be done! Send Lazarus to preach to them. Do something to 
keep them from this horrible place. This man’s concern is too late. 
He can do nothing now. A right attitude and prayerful concern in 
life could possibly have turned them away, but now it is too late.

Christian friend, mothers and dads, will this be a part of your 
future memory, concern too late? I think of how the reading of 
Lt. Toner’s diary must have cut to the very depth of his mother’s 
broken heart. Her son, whom she had held close and mothered 
and cared for, suffering a hell on earth. Friend, without your 
personal passionate prayerful concern, that boy or girl of yours 
may and is likely to suffer a fate far worse. Unconcerned parents, 
better beware. Prayerful concern, passionate concern, personal 
concern, timely concern is a must if souls are to be kept from the 
fires of hell. Let us not be concerned too late.

HIS WAS A PERSONAL RECORD OF NEGLECTED DUTY AND 
RESPONSIBILITY. It is every man’s duty to repent toward God 
and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for free and full salvation. 
This man’s diary revealed his knowledge of man’s solemn duty 
to repent and thereby records his own neglect. He knew why 
he was in hell. He had not repented. Jesus verified this in His 
teaching “except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” As every 
man has sinned and come short of the glory of God, every man 
that will fellowship with God must, in Godly sorrow, repent of his 
sins and trust Jesus for salvation. It is every man’s solemn duty. 
To neglect it is to perish.

The whole lesson becomes a PERSONAL RECORD OF WARNING 
to you, lost friend. Recognize the great danger that lies ahead. 
Repent of your sins and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Call out 
for mercy while there is time and opportunity. He will save you as 
He has promised. “Whosoever calleth upon the name of the Lord, 
shall be saved.” Rom. 10:13.

Lost friend, would you right now be willing to parachute into the 
same surroundings that Lt. Toner did? Without food and water 
and without anyone knowing your whereabouts? Foolish?
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W 
e praise God as some states 
are easing the restrictions from 
COVID-19.  The pandemic has been 

a trial for the Lord’s churches.  But our God 
is faithful!  I am thankful to report literature 

sales at Bogard Press for the past two quarters have held steady, 
albeit at lower amounts.  With significant cost reductions and 
the support of the Lord’s churches, we are now operating with a 
positive cash flow.  Hopefully, as restrictions ease, more will attend 
Bible Studies and events churches use to reach and teach people.  
We remain committed to provide literature to assist churches in 
fulfilling the Great Commission.

Caleb, one of only two faithful spies who first explored Canaan, 
had wandered with Israel in the wilderness for decades, enduring 
numerous hardships.  Yet his faith was so strong that he asked 
Joshua to give him a mountain which would require great battles 
to conquer.  His request demonstrated triumphant faith that:

• recognizes the Lord’s faithfulness: “the LORD hath kept me 
alive, as he said, these forty and five years” - Joshua 14:10

• recognizes the Lord’s blessings: “As yet I am as strong this day 
as I was in the day that Moses sent me” - Joshua 14:11

• recognizes our battle is a lifelong journey: “as my strength was 
then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to 
come in.” - Joshua 14:11

• determines to experience the full inheritance of God’s 
promises:  “Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof the 
LORD spake in that day” - Joshua 14:12

• relies on the Lord’s strength to overcome: “for thou heardest in 
that day how the Anakims were there, and that the cities were 
great and fenced:  if so be the LORD will be with me, then I shall 
be able to drive them out, as the LORD said.” - Joshua 14:12

While we have experienced great trials, I am convinced God 
has great victories ahead.  May we follow Caleb’s example of 
triumphant faith and embrace the victory our God has for us 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

A 
n examination of the nature of the 
kingdom of God as presented in the 
Gospel of Matthew will provide Bible 

students an exciting study. The thirteen 
lessons for the spring quarter focus on the 

teaching of Jesus through the eyes of one of Jesus’ apostles. Above 
all, Matthew presents Jesus as the central figure of the gospel. A 
glance at the contents page will reflect the name Jesus in nearly 
every lesson title. Israel’s hope, indeed, the world’s hope, is found 
in Jesus Christ.

Matthew wrote with the intention of instructing the Jews of his day 
to see Jesus as the fulfillment of all the Old Testament prophecies. 
Jesus is the Son of Abraham, but He is also the Son of David. 
Jesus could not have been the Messiah without fulfilling the Law 
of Moses. Matthew revealed Jesus as Messiah by relying on the 
use of the Old Testament. Jesus said, “Think not that I am come to 
destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to 
fulfill. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot 
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled” 
(Matthew 5:17, 18).

This current spring quarter represents the last quarter to be 
written by Dr. David Robinson. Dr. Robinson has written the Adult 
Quarterly for nearly thirty years. God has tremendously blessed 
this dear brother with both the talent and the desire to write for 
Christian literature. There is no way to know how many people’s 
lives have been influenced by the writing of Dr. Robinson. We do 
know that from the quantity of quarterlies printed for all those 
years, the number easily reaches into the millions.

As Editor in Chief, I personally thank Dr. Robinson for his years of 
service to the Lord first and to Bogard Press. If you would like to 
send Dr. Robinson an email and wish him well as he continues to 
serve the Lord through the church he serves, you may contact him 
at lmbc1885@gmail.com.

DEAN GRIGSBY
Business Manager

KYLE ELKINS
Editor in Chief
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ROGER STEWART
Secretary-Treasurer
of Missions

MONTHLY MISSION REPORT - FEBRUARY 2021
News:  February found Gena and me back out on the road, standing in 
a parking lot, watching it snow and looking into a laptop.  What, exactly, 
does all that mean?  Well, our travels were not terribly hindered so we 
were able to make most of our previously scheduled appointments.  
However, our Valentine’s Day appointment was an outside preaching 
service where the temperature was a balmy 9 degrees with a wind-
chill factor of below 0.  As you might expect, neither my report nor my 
sermon were lengthy.  The next five days kept us close to home as 13 
inches of snow fell.  That week ended as I preached the opening of the 
Theological Institute in Colombia via ZOOM. 

Names:  February 7th, Gena and I visited Alma Heights MBC, Alma, AR, 
and Pastor Jason Rutherford.  On the 14th, we were with Ten Mile MBC, 
Lonsdale, AR, where Will Diggs pastors.  Saturday, February 20th, found 
me preaching for the students and faculty in Colombia with the help 
of National Missionary Gilberto Pinzon and Sunday, February 21st, we 
spent the morning with Bethel MBC, Tatum, TX.  The month ended on 
the 28th, with Emmanuel MBC, Bogalusa, LA, and her faithful pastor, Pete 
Underwood, who also serves on the Standing Missionary Committee of 
the American Baptist Association.  It is an honor and speak on behalf of 
the churches of the American Baptist Association and their missionaries; 
and, it is a blessing to be the recipient of the love and hospitality of these 
great churches. 

Numbers:  In February the ABA recommended missionaries reported 
259 professions of faith and 45 baptisms.  These additions bring our 
associational year’s totals to 2635 professions of faith and 306 baptisms.    

Notes:  PDF copies of the 2021 Missionary Recommendation Forms are 
available by request at missions@abamissions.org or at www.abaptist.
org (under MISSIONS and down to REPORTS and finally further down 
to MISSIONARY RECOMMENDATION FORM). Please mail all 2021 
Missionary Recommendation Forms to Secretary-Treasurer of Missions, 
P.O. Box 1050, Texarkana, TX, 75504-1050 or scan your completed form 
and email it to missions@abamissions.org no later than Friday, April 23, 
2021. 

Needs:  When it comes to missions there are, as you know, always 
needs.  Currently there are needs for missionaries to go where people 
are already gathering, needs for Sending Churches to send them, needs 
to complete buildings and the need to complete the 2021 Missionary 
Recommendation Form by April 23, 2021.  If we can answer any of your 
questions about any of these needs, please reach out to us.  We are here 
for you. 

Furthering the Gospel,

Dr. Roger Stewart 

To view previous reports,
visit our website at
www.abamissions.org

P.O. Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050   |   Phone: 903.792.2312   |   Fax: 903.794.1290   |   Email: missions@abamissions.org

BEGINNING BALANCE  $2,403,482.48

RECEIPTS:
 Interstate Salaries                   $58,503.40
 Foreign & National Salaries   $53,746.92
 Designated    $35,446.49
 Undesignated     $11,977.85
TOTAL RECEIPTS   $159,674.66

BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE  $2,563,157.14

DISBURSEMENTS
 Interstate Salaries     $74,179.80
 Foreign Salaries     $22,690.60
 National Salaries     $24,379.20
 Designated     $35,346.49
	 Sal/Exp	of	Sec-Treas.	Office
	 	 Office	Salaries	 $12,437.49
	 	 General	Office	 					$3,619.63
  Automobile Expense         $267.61
  Sec/Treas. Expenses      $373.30
  Postage $460.00

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $173,754.12   

BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD  $ 2,389,403.02      

DEFICIT FOR FEBRUARY  $(14,079.46)



INTRODUCING:
TEXAS BAPTIST ALLIES

A 
s we enter what we all hope will soon be a post-pandemic era, 
it is a good time to look back and find lessons to be learned. One 
lesson we learned at Texas Baptist Institute and Seminary is when 

economic times get hard, church and larger individual donors may 
curtail or stop their donations. This realization has led us to rethink our 
approach to seeking regular donors and focus on building a foundation 
of new smaller donors ($100/month or less).

The primary purpose of increasing our donor base is to help our students. 
Our goal is to keep tuition low so students can pay as they go. In addition 
to low tuition, we also offer mostly unfunded scholarships. Over the last 
few years these scholarships have totaled over $200,000 annually.

With these factors in mind, we are launching a campaign to develop a group of donors we are 
calling our Allies. Over the next three years, we are seeking to add 1,000 regular monthly donors 
who give $100 or less per month. Our hope is that these donors will not decrease their current 
giving to other worthy causes, but add this in addition to those.

This announcement is for those who may have personally been impacted by our ministry. You 
have sat under the preaching of a pastor who studied here or you may have studied here yourself.

The Baptist Monitor10



There are two primary ways to become a part of this special group and to 
receive your welcome gift and be added to our Allies communication list.

• Go to tbi.edu/give
• Select Allies in the Select a Fund dropdown menu
• Enter your personal information
• Select “Give this amount monthly” in the final 

dropdown menu.
• Your personal information will be handled 

securely and never shared or sold for any reason.

• Mail a check monthly to P.O. Box 570, Henderson, TX 75653
• Note Allies in the memo line.

METHOD 1:

METHOD 2:



W 
e send you greetings from all the Texas Mission Builders 
family. We are so very thankful for you. We pray all is well 

with you where you are. We know the wintry blast in January 
did great harm to many. We suffered a lot of damage to our home 
because of the lengthy freeze. God has blessed us with much help 
from our children and we have almost all the repairs done.

The TMB shop building suffered much damage. In fact, Bro. Mike 

said they will be working at the shop for a 
while to repair the damage. Thankfully the 
insurance will help with the cost of that job. He 
says they have completed the roofing project 
for the Creekmont MBC, LaPorte (picture 
below). The church was thankful to have the 
help. It is such a tremendous blessing to be 
able to work with the MBA churches of Texas.

Thank you for your support of TMB. It is our constant prayer that 
God will supply all of your needs as you labor for Him. God has 
definitely done that for us. We have never wanted for anything 
we needed. We praise His Holy name for all His blessings. We 
are very thankful for Bro. John Bryant who has accepted the 
pastorate at East Side MBC, the sponsoring church for TMB. This 
is a wonderful, forward-thinking church that loves mission work. 
They will work with Bro. Bryant and we expect to see many great 
things accomplished through them.

Please keep us in your prayers as we labor together for the cause 
of Christ our Lord. If we can be of help to your church, please let us 
know. We are here to help!

G 
od is good and God is great and we thank Him for all of you!! 
We pray for you always making mention of you in our prayers. We 

thank you so very much and we thank God for your participation and faithful support of 
Texas Mission Development.

God bless all of you during this pandemic and God bless you as you preach the Gospel 
and strive to reach souls for Jesus. Our prayer is that you can all stay well. And to those 
who may be experiencing the virus, God bless you. We pray that you recover real soon.

We pray that God will bless you all exceedingly for your partnering and participating in 
the TMD program of helping missions and churches with their building and land needs.   

The fourth quarter 2020 
funds were presented Sunday 
February 7th, 2021 to Quaker 
Avenue MBC for The Lifeline 
Baptist Mission in Mansfield, 
Texas.  Funds were presented 
in Mansfield, TX

The presentation of the 2021 
first quarter funds to the project 
will be May 2021.

The presentation of fourth quarter 2020 to Quaker Ave. 
MBC of Lubbock, TX , for Lifeline MB Mission of Mansfield, 
TX. $30,000.00

Left to right: Missionary Helper - Glenda Gooldy, Sponsoring 
Pastor - Monty Hilliard, State Missionary - David Smith and 
TMD Director – Jim Slocumb

TEXAS MISSION BUILDERS
Leroy & Mary Smith

TEXAS MISSION DEVELOPMENT
Jim Slocumb

PASTOR:
Green Mountain MBC - Rutland, VA

Hillcrest MBC - Paris, TX
Hinton MBC - Hinton, OK

Landmark MBC - Lakewood, CO
Mercer BC - Mercer, PA

Nyssa First MBC - Nyssa, OR
Unity MBC - Denison, TX

West View MBC - Gatesville, TX

ASSOCIATE PASTOR and/or 
YOUTH  LEADER:

Alto MBC - Alto, TX
Calvary MBC - Silsbee, TX

Cross Roads MBC - Hughes Springs, TX
Heritage MBC - Tyler, TX

Missionary BC - Hughes Springs, TX
Veal Switch MBC - Hughes Springs, TX

SERVANTS NEEDED 
Contact TBI Office

for more Inofrmation
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H 
opewell District Ladies Aux met with Neville’s Chapel 
MBC, Mt. Pleasant, TX, January 12. Brandy Hughes of 

Liberty Hill MBC presided over the meeting with a total of 
20 ladies and three ministers representing four churches in 
attendance. An offering of $186 was received for the 2021 
State Ladies Auxiliary project, Bro. David Smith, Lifeline BC, 
Mansfield, TX.

A fun test of Bible knowledge was presented by the host 
church in the form of Bible trivia. A wonderful meal and 
fellowship followed. The next meeting will be at Mt. Sylvia 
MBC, Mt. Pleasant, TX, at 7:00 p.m., April 13, 2021.

T 
he Navarro County District Ladies Auxiliary met for their 
quarterly meeting at West View MBC in Gatesville, TX, January 

30, 2021. Churches represented were: Pursley MBC of Purdon, 
Second Ave. MBC of Corsicana, and Walnut St. MBC of Hillsboro.

The offering was designated for Interstate and Foreign Missions. 
Additional funds were sent to Bogard Press.

Bro. Paul Clark presented God’s word from Revelation 20. Sermon 
highlights: His kingdom has no end. Every knee will bow. We will 
reign with Him. We are protected by God.

Song service and food were enjoyed by all. Our next meeting is 
scheduled for 10:00 A.M., April 24, 2021, at Second Ave. MBC, 
Corsicana, TX. Everyone is invited to attend and special music is 
always welcomed.

HOPEWELL DISTRICT LADIES AUX

NAVARRO COUNTY LADIES AUXILIARY

MBA OF TEXAS LADIES’ AUXILIARY
T 

he Ladies Auxiliary of the 
Missionary Baptist Association of 

Texas elected David Smith, Missionary 
to Mansfield, TX, for our State Goal of 
$20,000 for the Fiscal Year of Dec 1, 2020 
- Dec 1, 2021.

Please mail your auxiliary offerings to:

MBA of TX Women’s Auxiliary 
Tammy Davis 
1601 Avenue T., Snyder, TX.  79549 
325-515-1517 
sistertad777@gmail.com
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O 
ver eighty teachers assembled in 
Myanmar to learn how to implement a 

Sunday school ministry with our ICP Character 
Code for Life curriculum. Jacob Tubal explained 
that the CCfL materials will challenge the children 
to a better life. Following the training conducted 
on February 27, Paul Van Hre, ICP project coordinator for 
Myanmar, presented materials to each teacher. The training 
session was a great victory for the ICP ministry in Myanmar. The country 
continues to be shut down by the military generals who took over the 
government on February 1. “They do whatever comes in their mind. They 
captured not only the protesters, but people who walk on the road, or are 
in the coffee shop, confiscating their cell phones and money. There is no 
rule of law, they are indeed terrorists,” wrote Paul of the soldiers. Since 
February 1, over seventy protesters have been indiscriminately killed by 
the army and police. Jacob continues his translation work preparing to 
print Lord of Kings VBS materials for distribution to as many as 30,000 
children. His wife, Priscilla, helps with proofreading. Jacob reports that 
their son Joseph (7 months) has had a fever which has gone untreated 
because of fear of leaving home to go to a doctor. Please pray for the people 
of Myanmar as they are certainly living in dangerous times.

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN PUBLISHERS
Bill & Rita Johnson / John & Sharon Sanders
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Eugene Floyd Dawson left his earthly body on 
December 9, 2020. Floyd was born in Oklahoma City, OK, 
to Finis R. Dawson and Beulah Brown Dawson. On June 
28, 1952, he married the love of his life, Ina Mae Prince. 
They were members of Salem MBC, Lawton, OK, where 
he surrendered to the ministry. They moved to Marlow, 
OK, so he could attend Oklahoma Missionary Baptist 
Institute where he received a Bachelor of Theology in 
Bible in 1972. While attending school, he pastored his 
first church in Fort Cobb, OK, and then accepted the call 
to serve as a missionary to Australia. After returning to 
the States, he pastored churches in California, Oklahoma, 

Oregon and Texas.
While pastoring, Floyd worked as a janitor in many schools as a second job 
and enjoyed it. He used every opportunity he had to witness to the students 
and fill-in for teachers where he would share stories of being a missionary in 
Australia. Floyd loved his family and always wanted the family to be together. 
He enjoyed playing cards with the grandkids and taking them to parks to play, 
taking the kids out to breakfast, and antique shopping. He always liked to bake 
cakes and cookies with the grandkids and they all enjoyed the fruits of their 
labor. He loved his cookies and chocolates. Floyd enjoyed watching Western 
shows and movies. He especially enjoyed road trips with Ina. One thing you 
could count on with Floyd was his desire to share Christ with everyone he met.

Dear Brethren
The Baptist Sunday School Committee of the churches of the 
American Baptist Association is announcing the fact that our 
current Editor-in-Chief, Bro. Kyle Elkins, conferred with the 
committee yesterday during our March online meeting that he 
would not allow his name to be given in nomination for his position 
this June during the 2021 messenger meeting in Charleston, WV.  
He arrived at his decision after prayer, seeking God’s will for his 
life and ministry.  Bro. Elkins has served faithfully and effectively 
the last seven years as Editor-in-Chief, as well as a combined total 
of thirty-five years with Bogard Press.  It is with regret that the 
committee understands and respects his decision.  Please pray 
for Bro. & Sis. Elkins for the future prospects of his ministry.

It is the desire of the committee that the churches pray for the 
Lord’s direction for the choice the messengers will make for a 
new Editor-in-Chief during the upcoming messenger meeting.  
If there are those who may be interested in the position or 
know of someone else who may be interested, contact any of 
the committeemen with this information.  You can also contact 
our Business Manager, Dean Grigsby, with questions regarding 
the position, (903) 278-6465.  We strongly urge that all of our 
churches and brethren seek the Lord in prayer about this 
especially important and crucial decision the messengers in 
Charleston will be making. 

In His service,
Bro. David Butimore, Sr., Chairman; (559) 260-0093
Bro. Dennis Richey, Clerk; (864) 238-1131

Jack Oakie Blake Jr. was 
born May 21, 1960 in El 
Paso, TX, to Jack Oakie 
Blake Sr. and Billie M. Wells 
Blake. He had lived in East 
Texas for the past 28 years, 
residing in Carthage for the 
last 16 years and formerly 
in Garland, TX. He was a 
retired music minister and 
a member of Hopewell MBC. 
While his health permitted, 

he enjoyed fishing and family vacations/road 
trips. He also loved singing hymns and songs 
about heaven and even had the opportunity to 
record a CD in the early 2000’s. He was an avid 
sports fan, and was always rooting for the Dallas 
Cowboys and Baylor Bears.

Jack passed away on January 29, 2021, in Tyler 
at the age of 60. He was preceded in death by 
his father. If desired, memorials can be made to 
Muscular Dystrophy Association.

IN MEMORIUM

BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE



 

 

 

 

Lynn & Brenda Raburn Joe & Jessie Morell Jerry & Kim Chandler Darvie Fenison James & Kenya Taylor 

Registration For 2016 World Missions Seminar 
  

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________City___________________________ST____Zip_________ 

Phone _______________________________ Email  ________________________________________________ 

Church___________________ __________________City __________________________ST____Zip_________ 

  □ Pastor  □ Wife   □ New Missionary   □ Wife   □ Veteran Missionary   □ Wife   □ Other  (Please Check One)  

Will Attend:  □ Both Weeks      □ First Week      □ Second Week  (Please Check One) 

Will:   □ Need Accommodations (if available)      □ Provide my own (Please Check One) 

Children Coming & Ages: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
There is a non-refundable registration fee of $35 per person or $50 per family. No other fees will be 
charged.  Please mail this form and the registration fee to Faith Baptist Church, 109 Tanglewood 
Dr. North Little Rock AR 72118 

Registration For 2021 World Missions Seminar 
April 12 - 16 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________City___________________________ST____Zip_________ 

Phone _______________________________ Email  ________________________________________________ 

Church_____________________________________City ___________________________ST____Zip_________ 

  □ Pastor  □ Wife   □ New Missionary   □ Wife   □ Veteran Missionary   □ Wife   □ Other  (Please Check One)  

Will:   □ Need Accommodations (if available)      □ Provide my own (Please Check One) 

Children Coming & Ages: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
There is a non-refundable registration fee of $35 per person or $50 per family. No other fees will be 
charged.  Please mail this form and the registration fee to Faith Baptist Church, 5600 Camp 
Robinson Rd North Little Rock AR 72118. For more information, email Lynn@faithNLR.org or call 
(501) 539-3599. 
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On December 13, 2020, Smyrna Baptist Church honored Bro. and Mrs. Charles 
Williams for their 50 year anniversary in the Gospel Ministry. The church presented 
Bro. Williams with a beautiful inscribed mantle clock and a lovely plaque for Sister 
Williams recognizing her years of faithful service as the pastor’s wife and helper 
during that time. A lunch followed with a time of fellowship for the church and 
members of Bro. and Mrs. Williams’ family, including a daughter, Traci Taylor, son-
in-law, Jason, and grandchildren, Zachary, Ashlee, and Avery. 

Bro. Williams was ordained on December 13, 1970, by Center Missionary Baptist 
Church in Center, Texas. He has pastored a number of churches during the past 50 
years in Shelby County as well as churches in Cherokee, Rusk, and Smith Counties 
including Hawthorne, Fellowship, Sardis, Providence, Old Salem, Alto, Heritage, 
and Smyrna MBC. 

He currently pastors Smyrna Baptist Church in the Oak Flat community near Mt. 
Enterprise, Texas. 

For more information, visit missionarytrainingministry.com
or email Lynn@faithNLR.org or call (501) 539-3599

CONGRATULATIONS!



JOE BOZARTH
CONROE - FELLOWSHIP MBC

Good: February was a good month, in spite of 
the weather. However, many of our members 
experienced property damage.

Stats: We averaged 14 in SS; 18 in MW; 12 on SE 
and 11 on Wed. Our offering was $6,704 with 
$695.40 given to missions and $3,002 paid on 
the loan.

Teens: The teenagers had to postpone 
the Valentine’s Day dinner due to freezing 
weather; so we will have the dinner on 
Sunday, March 7th.

 

STEVEN HANEY
LUBBOCK - MBSF TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY

Snow! We had a good month, both numerically 
and spiritually. The snow put a halt on a week 
of MBSF but we had a new student this month, 
and got to see the new student that started 
in January become regular. We averaged 8. 
Our student officers will have some booths on 
campus.

Amazing! I did a devotional and asked the 
students to bring a verse that God is using in 
their life. It was awesome getting to hear how 
God worked in their lives.

Retreat.. We are planning a Spring Retreat 
next month to allow us some time to really 
get away from things for a couple of days and 
focus on God’s Word.

Support! Our support is staying steady at 
$3,500/month and we are trying to get more 
churches on board to reach that $4,000-
$4,200/month mark.

RONALD KELLAM
HOOKS - SOUL SEEKERS MBC

Slow? The work in Hooks was very slow and 
16 inches of snow did not help. We contacted 4 
who seemed interested in visiting the mission 
work. In March we are planning on scoping 
the neighborhood with invitations.

Weather: We did not have services on Feb 14th 
and 21st due to the weather conditions and 
no water. We are looking forward to a better 
March.

GLENN MCCARVER
EL PASO - BORDERLAND MBC

Snow? When the Valentine’s Day snowstorm 
hit (yes, we had snow in El Paso), we weren’t 
expecting the 6 inches we received. We made 
it safely to our services, taking an hour for a 20 
minute drive, enjoying the day!

Stats: We averaged 9 in SW; 7 on Wed, with 2 
visitors.

Birthday: My wife was blessed on her birthday 
to have her best friend from high school with 
her. Pray for Amy’s friend as she is considering 
moving to El Paso. This could add 7 to our 
congregation.  

Juarez: We could return to Mexico (on Sunday 
afternoons) by the first of March. 

VICTOR RICE
SAN ANTONIO - SHILOH MBC

Thanks: We thank the Lord for taking care 
of Shiloh. Attendance is low due to the cold 
along with Covid cases. We had an increase 
of visitors from Haven of Hope homeless 
shelter. The snow started late Sunday and 
Monday AM was solid ice and some members 
had power outages. Our power was on for a 
couple hours Monday, Tuesday afternoon for 
4 hours, not coming back on until Wednesday 
at 7:30pm.

Stats: We averaged 14 in SS; 17 in MW; 12 on 
SE; and 12 on Wed. Our offering was $3,540 
with $263 given to missions and $1,200 paid 
on rent. 

Services: We had services on Sunday before 
the storm and canceled Wednesday since 
there was no electricity at the church.

  

DAVID SMITH
MANSFIELD- LIFE LINE BC

Media: We were doing live-streaming in 
advance of Covid-19, and now Zoom as well, 
reaching as many as 2,000 viewers.

Necessity: We also used Zoom for our small 
group meetings with 9 online.

Stats: We averaged 11 in MW and 8 in small 
groups. Our offering was $3,441, with $250 
given to missions and $725 paid on rent.

Food Ministry: Our food ministry is functioning 
with hopes of increased activity. Our food 
supplier wasn’t regular, but we got some food 
delivered to some folks.

Mobile Home Park:  They are allowing us to 
use their community center for Bible Studies 
and also food distribution. The center is very 
nice and spacious. 

Easter: We are so hopeful that we can reach 
folks during our Easter Outreach.  

 

DANIEL TIJERINA
DONNA - A NEW BEGINNING BC

Missionaries: We continue to pray for and 
assist missionaries in Cancun, Saltillo, and 
Hidalgo; and for a new work started in another 
location.

Ministry: We shared the Gospel with many 
people, in person and via social media. 
We have Bible Studies on Saturday’s and 
Thursday’s, as well as Sunday and Wednesday 
worship services.

Future Plans: We are meeting in homes and 
seeking the Lord’s direction.

Stats: This month we averaged 13 people.  

 

LARRY WATSON
LANDMARK MBC - ROCKDALE

Freezing? February was a short month, and 
the recent weather certainly didn’t help. We 
canceled our Sunday service the morning the 
freeze hit. Our church family made it through 
the freezing weather and met the 3rd and 4th 
Sundays.

Stats: We averaged 11 and our offering was 
$501, with $100 given to missions.

Sunday School: We are preparing to restart 
Sunday School next month. 

DEC. BEGINNING BALANCE:   $78, 934.03
OFFERINGS:  $16,333.69
MISSIONARY SUPPORT:  -$13,950
ADM. SALARY:  -$2,600
EXPENSES:  (DESIGNATED)  -$10
 (MINUTE FUND)   -$6,175.55

(OFFICE)   -$63.65
DEC. ENDING BALANCE:  $72,468.52
MINUTE FUND:  $6,647.96

Since November 1st:  
1 saved, 2 baptized, 4 joined by 
letter and 1 joined by statement.

MBA OF TEXAS MISSION REPORTS - FEBRUARY 2021 
Editor: Curtis Gilbert
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B.R. & Elizabeth Singh - North India Missions   Covid 
19 has hindered the Lord’s work here.  We have not been 
able to share the gospel in schools. The Lord has blessed 
the work on a smaller scale.  We have shared the gospel  
in cottage meetings and missions and have seen 546 
professions of salvation, but so far none are baptized.  God 
blessed Hopur mission to complete their new building last 
year.  Thank you for praying for and supporting the work.  
God willing we will be able to go on the field by April or so.  
North India Missions, P.O. Box 53534, Lubbock, TX 79453

Solomon Island Missions - Bro Roger’s report:  More 
are coming to Sunday night Bible study at Nineveh MBC. I 
will be going to Bethel MBC to encourage them, then on to 
Honiara to try to get my citizenship here approved.  With 
dual U.S. and Solomon Island citizenship I will be free to 
work.  Nearly all the school fees have been paid.  Pray for 
Janet’s knee problems. I am digging a basement so she will 
not have to climb stairs to get out of the house.  

Birend’s report, our pastor in Fiji.  They are having family 
prayer daily in the evening, as well as normal services 
on Tuesday and Thursday.  There are 12 members some 
visitors. They were not affected by The Huth cyclone 
Yasa, but Vanua Levu  suffered 90% damage to farms and 
houses; 5 people were killed.  It was one of the strongest, 
at category 5.  

Bro Absalom and Bro Roger held a meeting at Cyria MBC 
teaching doctrinal beliefs.  Bro. Absalom said a shift of 
teaching is creeping in causing some confusion, but the 
churches are holding on.

The Phillips in France.  Our French is improving.  
February was a month of finishing  touches on the buiding 
and administrative things for our English club.  We expect 
about 10 people when we begin classes.  Pray for my 
French tutor in March, we will read throughColossians.  
We will have  some good conversations about Baptist 
beliefs from the Bible.  Sent by Calvary MBC, 4806 Lake 
Margaret Dr., Orlando, FL 32806.

The Estradas – Spain for Christ  We continue preaching 
Christ everywhere we go, and when visiting my family 
in Mexico.  The work in Sweden with  Markus and Tessy 
continues on Facebook. Pray for them and their children 
and more open doors to others.  Sent by First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box8, Sullivan, MO 63080.

Gilbert Pinzon - Bogota Columbia Thank God for your 
prayers and good medical care, my health is improving. 
Peniel BM has virtual services from home, daily devotionals 
and facebook ministries.  A family of three were saved in 
the virtual services and are ready for regular services and 
to be baptized.  The Theological Seminary opened with 
Bro. Roger Stewart  preaching.  Special thanks to Marsh 
Road BC of Woodbridge Va for sending $1,500 to buy 
a used car.  About $10,000 more will get that done. Our 
virtual services average 31 in SS, 32 in MW, and 15 in mid-
week.  There has been one profession of faith.

Phil and Elia Gavila  We are looking forward to being 
with Brother Ruben Coronado and the Ebenezer MBC, 
Saltillo, Mexico April 5 for a seminar on the Charismatic 
Movement.  Pray for our ministries wherever the Lord 
leads.  Sent by FBC of East Bay, 10102 Old Big Bend RC, 
Riverview, FL 33578.

Toby & Elsie Cribbs – Lighthouse Ministries - Copperhill, 
TN 37317.  This ministry started in February 1988.  God has 
blessed in so many ways over the  33 years.  Each month 
we are entering new jails and prisons with our Bible 
Correspondence Course.  The statistics include 221,088 
Bible studies completed, 4936 New Testaments given, 
121,3325 Bibles given, 2598 Bible Dictionaries given, 4518 
birthday cards given, 244 large print Bibles given, 201 
study Bibles given, 776 jails and prisons entered, 476,104 
students and God has saved 2762 persons.  Every month 
there are a number of good things to report. In some way 
all aim to set captives free by getting the gospel to those 
in jail and prison. Lighthouse Ministries, P.O. Box 537, 
Copperhill, TN 37317.

MISSION ADVANCE
Editor: Roy Culley

PLEASE SEND ARTICLES AND PICTURES FOR THIS COLUMN BY THE 15TH
OF THE PRIOR MONTH TO: P.O. BOX 570 HENDERSON, TX 75653-0570
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A 
lthough mosaics became a skilled art form before the Roman Empire, it was the Romans that seem to have perfected this 
art form. They were previously made from small pebbles and other objects but it was the Romans that used small stone cubes 
of varying colors to create their mosaics. These small cubes, called tessrae, were able to uniformly create beautiful depictions 

of Roman sports, everyday objects of life, animals and people. They were used for decoration of floors and walls in public and private 
buildings and became very popular during the Roman times.

They were applied by covering the surface with mortar and the artist would place the tessrae in the mortar as close as possible to each 
other to create the picture the artist desired. After the mortar dried and locked the tessrae in position, a thinner mortar was used to 
cover the entire mosaic and was allowed to dry.  After drying, the entire mosaic was cleaned, removing the thin layer of mortar from the 
surface, and the final polishing was done.

The art form became so popular that these mosaics were made in places showing Biblical scenes to tourism maps such as the map 
of Madaba, and even battle scenes with specific people pictured. This photo is of tessrae from the floor of a Roman army barrack just 
outside London that was no longer standing.

To view this artifact and many others, contact the school office for an appointment.

Tessrae (small stones) from the
floor of a Roman army barrack

FACTS ABOUT THE FACTS
by John Melancon
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W 
ITHIN HISTORICAL RECORDS of Texas religious activity, 
one observation of an early settler was that the godly 
could “battle the devil on his own ground”. And history 

records the battle for faith in Texas had some mixed reviews. 
Any such work had to begin where the people lived; the cattle 
drives, breaking of horses and occasions for entertainment served 
as the background for religious labors. This provided many 
colorful stories and dubious news about Texas to the rest of the 
world. These reports were turned into a blessing by providing a 
challenge to preachers from other parts of the world to come to 
Texas for mission work.

It has been recorded that a Baptist preacher was laboring as early 
as 1824. Early churches were few and far between. By the 1830’s 
the Catholic dominance from the days of Mexican control had 
waned. The influence of Missionary Baptists and related groups 
began to change the face of this wild frontier. In the 1830’s Sunday 
Schools began to appear and churches began to be organized in 
such colonies as Nacogdoches and Austin. Universities were being 
started such as Baylor University in 1845. Baylor University grew 
quickly, and by the late 1850’s was granting more degrees than all 
of the other Texas universities combined. This was no small feat 
as Texas had authorized and chartered 136 universities between 
1836 and 1861. The growth of churches in Texas has almost been 
a phenomenon as evidenced by the number of schools, hospitals 
and related outreaches.

CHURCH HISTORY
by Don Britton



I 
was on my way to Texas Baptist to pick up the guys.  
Of course, I had to run by Walmart. It’s kind of an unspoken rule, 
if you go within five miles of Walmart, you have to stop and shop. 

It had been like springtime the week before, but today was cold… 
very cold and rainy. All the jokes about Texas weather are really 
pretty accurate. We never know exactly what season the day will 
bring. Since there was a cold rain, I was scanning the parking lot, 
trying to see if there was a space closer to the store, and… POW!!! 
What in the world? I could not imagine what had happened. When 
I came to myself, I was totally stopped in a huge glob of concrete. 
A group of people from the gas station were all looking straight at 
me. I finally realized I had run head on into a big light pole. Totally 
embarrassed, and a little “addled” to say the least, I pulled away from 
the pole. Trying to act as though nothing had happened, I took the 
first available parking space. I waited in my car until the people at 
the gas station went back to minding their own business. You’d think 
they’d never seen someone run into a big light pole. When I checked 
the damage… there definitely was damage. It was the first time I was 
happy to put on a mask. I went in the store, and even with my mask 
on, I just knew everyone recognized me. It seemed like they were 
all staring at me above their own mask. They knew I was the crazy 
woman who had run into a light pole. At least that’s what it felt like. I 
hurriedly got my groceries and checked out, knowing my next stop 
was Texas Baptist… and the guys.

On my way to Texas Baptist, I was struggling not to cry. I had messed 
up my car. It was going to cost us. I had done a stupid, careless thing. 
Looking back, I’m sure it was the Holy Spirit who helped me realize 
what really had happened. I was trying to figure out what I was 
going to do, instead of paying attention to what I was doing. Actually, 
that’s what IS going on in my life. Things are happening that I have 
no control over and I’m not sure how to handle. I have been totally 
preoccupied with “trying to figure out what I will do… when and if…”. I 
need to stop…and pay attention to what I AM doing today, and let God 
take care of tomorrow. That’s a hard lesson for me. I want to know 
what I’m dealing with, how it will turn out, and I want to know NOW!! 
But the goal is total dependence on Him. Grace will come when we 
need it.

Darrel was really sweet about it. So was Dawson. They both helped 
me be sure and notice poles and fence posts, etc., on our way home. 
You can only imagine how much I appreciated their help. We took 
the car to the shop that day, which left us with Darrel’s car. Now 

Darrel’s car drives real well, but it is not a cute car. It’s kind of bunged 
up, but he likes it, and it runs good, so we are just thankful for it. We 
definitely need two cars.

Two days later, as we were leaving church, in Darrel’s car, it started 
snowing. It was so beautiful. The next day, it continued to snow… and 
the next, and the next… We live in Texas. This doesn’t happen in Texas. 
But it did!! Lots and lots of snow and ice. We were huddled in the 
living room under our blankets reading, when we heard a horrible 
noise… and it was very close. Trying to find where it had come from, 
we noticed the front of our house was blocked! We couldn’t see out 
the windows. We opened the door… we couldn’t get out the door. 
The whole carport had fallen under the weight of the snow and ice. 
And there was Darrel’s car… smashed underneath. And my car… the 
absolute first thing that came to my mind… “Lord, thank you for the 
pole!” My car was in the shop.

So, God reminded me of two things about Himself in my “lessons 
of the pole.” One… I need to trust Him for today, and then trust Him 
for tomorrow. He tells us… “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble 
of its own.” He also reminds us… “all things work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who are called according to His 
purpose.” And He tells us to 
“thank Him IN everything 
and FOR everything.” …even 
light poles. He is a Master 
at taking our goof-ups 
and turning them into 
blessings. Don’t you just 
love Him!!

Darrel’s first response 
at seeing his smashed 
car… “I sure hope my 
Garmin isn’t hurt!” It 
wasn’t.

there was Darrel’s car, smashed 
underneath. And my car…
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easttexasgivingday.org/tbi
Texas Baptist is experiencing record enrollment and growth! While exciting, it also 
brings challenges. One of the biggest is  financial. Student Housing and facility upgrades 
along with additional staffing needed to provide sufficient student services are two areas 
that are stretching us the most. East Texas Giving Day is a great resource to encourage 

one-time donations. However, we recently started a small donor campaign to 
build what we are calling our Allies. These are people who will commit to 
giving $100 or LESS per month. Contact us for more details should you be 
interested in becoming a Texas Baptist Ally.

(More info located on page 10 - 11)
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