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A

RE YOU WONDERING “THE WHY” OF
the destructive actions of USA
Citizens in the year 2020 and
continuing in 2021? If you really
want to know “The Why”, read the
accompanying article on page 7, “Is the
Human Race Now Becoming Demonized?” by Editor A. J.
Kirkland (deceased January 1961).
This demonizing began in the nineteen twenties when
textbook teaching of Divine creation began to be replaced
with demonic evolution which has chronicled onto the pages
of the textbooks of our God blessed country. Additionally,
there are four ‘demon possessed’ laws. These are: 1) freedom
to abort human babies. 2) freedom for same sex marriages.
3) forbidding prayer in school. 4) forbidding Holy Bibles in
public school classrooms.
After over three hundred years of God’s blessings in the
settlement and devolvement of this great nation, we have
violated His holiness “by rubbing His holy nose in the wastes
of the world”. If you were He, what would you do?
P.S. It might be “holy wisdom” for high school graduates to
attend Texas Baptist Institute one year before enrolling in
any secular school of higher learning.
Original article found on page 7

1300 Longview Dr.
Henderson, TX 75652
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DR. STEVE BUTLER

ROBERT WALLACE

CEO / Academic Dean

W

e are in the middle of Winter Term with Spring
Term classes set to begin March 2. We have new
applications for the Spring Term!

Commencement is scheduled for the morning of Saturday,
May 29 at Calvary Baptist Church of Henderson. Plans
are to have a Celebration Banquet Friday evening, May 28
at Calvary with tickets available for all who want to attend including alumni
and family members of graduates and students. This will be a great time of
Celebration and encouragement. (We will let you know when tickets can be
purchased.)
Plans are to move from a quarter-hour, trimester system to a traditional
semester-hour schedule for the 2021-2022 school year. No credits will be
lost. This is a move we feel is necessary for us at this time. Faculty will be
challenged to take their current classes taught in 12 weeks and adapt to 16
week semesters.
We will still follow the same plan that TBI has followed since the beginning. It
is our mission to “EQUIP - ADVANCE - FULFILL” with no changes allowed that
would keep us from fulfilling our purpose.
The school not only has a Mission Statement but also each degree has a purpose.
For instance the Bachelor of Theology Degree “will prepare a student with a
foundation of Bible and Ministry skills for preaching and pastoral ministries,
A student will demonstrate the ability to use Biblical text to support teaching,
preaching and pastoral ministries as well as application to the world”.
Each class in the Bachelor of Theology Degree has an objective that must touch
the purpose of the degree. Each lesson of each class has specific student
outcomes that must help fulfill the degree purpose and in some way help fulfil
the Mission of Texas Baptist.
One last thing! We have 20 new applications for the Spring Term which begins
March 2. God is blessing Texas Baptist.
What we do we consider vital, important and is done with much intent. Pray
for us and come visit us!!!!

MISSION:

VP of Advancement

A

hh... 2021! What we
have all been waiting
for to fix all the problems
of 2020, right? Well, maybe not
quite yet. The assurance that
God is in control and has all the
answers is a great comfort during crazy times like
these, but it is up to us to continue to work and use
what he has given us to complete the tasks at hand.
That being said, we are working diligently to do our
part to continue the mission of Texas Baptist.
As you probably know, the parts of the school with
which I am charged with overseeing have been
dramatically affected with the events of recent
months. The biggest of those affects has been in the
area of finances. Most of you received a letter and
many of you responded with assistance back in the
fall. That help was very beneficial to both the school
and to our students and greatly appreciated. It is a
great comfort to know so many of you are willing to
invest in this ministry.
One of the biggest takeaways from the past few
months in this regard is the idea that during times
of crisis, larger donors have the most difficulty
maintaining their support. This fact is not a reflection
of their interest or commitment, but a simple matter
of economics. With this thought in mind, we soon
launch a new campaign to encourage a new group
of smaller donors. Yes, you read that right! We are
asking for small donations! You will receive more
information about this campaign in the coming
months. It is going to be an exciting time as we build
a strong group of Allies.

The Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary equips saints to do the work of ministry through a Biblicallybased higher education in harmony with Bible doctrines of the American Baptist Association to
advance the Kingdom of God through the local church ministry of fulfilling the Great Commission.

EQUIP - ADVANCE - FULFILL

M A S T ER’S
PROGRAM
DR. STEVE BUTLER
CEO / Academic Dean

T

here has been a lot of interest
in our Master’s Program. Let

me share some information.
We offer three Master’s Degrees
each with a stated objective that
lead to the Master of Divinity.

Master of English Bible is a one-year degree. A student
will demonstrate the knowledge to use Biblical text and
ministry skills for teaching, preaching and pastoral
ministry and a more in-depth application to the world.
Classes include: Systematic Theology, Canonical,
Discipleship/Spiritual Formation, Matthew, Isaiah,
Ecclesiastes, Educational Philosophies, and Educational
Leadership. Classes meet one day a week either oncampus or online.
Master of Theological Studies follows the Master
of English Bible and takes the students deeper in
Biblical knowledge and ministry skills. Classes include:
Worldview Studies, Church Growth, Social Concerns,
Pastoral Care and Thesis Writing. Classes meet one-day
a week either on-campus or online.
Master of Divinity is the third year of Master’s studies.
Students only come to campus two hours every six
weeks to meet with Instructors and only take one
class every six weeks. Classes include: Planning Your
Preaching, Spiritual Formation/Discipleship, Church
Growth and Revitalization, Biblical Theology, Preaching
the New Testament and Christian Ethics.
Here are some current students in our Master’s
Program. Please contact us if you are interested in more
information.

903. 657. 6543
tbi.edu/academics/seminary-division/

KYLE ELKINS

E

nrolling in the Master of Divinity
program at Texas Baptist Institute offers

present and future benefits. The present
benefits come from having the opportunity to
continue working while taking classes. The
Master of Divinity program allows for classes
to be attended online with a requirement
of attending in person at the school for two
days during the term. Since classes are online, there are extensive
reading assignments. I appreciate new learning opportunities when
reading recommended books by the instructors. The assignments
have been informative since the required list of books provide an
opportunity to study subjects not necessarily chosen for personal
studies. A measure of self-motivation is important. The required

WILL THOMPSON

I

n 1996 I received a Masters Degree from

Emmaus Baptist College, formerly known
as Florida Baptist Schools. For years I
thought about going back to get my Doctorate
but how could I juggle ministry, family and
seminary?

After hearing so many good things about
Texas Baptist, I decided to give it a try. So last year I enrolled

RYAN YOUNGBLOOD

B

eing a student at Texas Baptist has
been an encouraging part of my life

and this encouragement continues as
a student in the Master of Divinity Program.
The professors make this program even
more exciting and worthwhile by sharing
real lessons from their own personal ministry.
They assist the overcoming of potential

KUNIHIKO OBA

W

I was
interested in World Missions. My
former pastor is a Texas Baptist
graduate, so I was hearing about Texas Baptist
from him. I heard that Texas Baptist has
trained many pastors and missionaries and
has a wealth of experience and knowledge. I
started studying at Texas Baptist in 2016 and
completed my bachelor’s degree in May, 2019. Then, I started my
Master of English degree in August.
hen I surrendered to God,

readings are backed up with two days of intensive classes at the
campus that contain discussions led by both teachers and students.
There are benefits that will come in the future as a result of enrolling
in the Master of Divinity program. The courses are practical in
nature. The courses are taught by faculty members who share their
years of experiences as pastors as well as instructors. Assignments
are tailored so that students can take what they learn and apply
the knowledge to many areas of service. When these courses are
complete, the student will have had practical, firsthand knowledge
of how to serve the church wherever the Lord may lead him. I
encourage pastors who want to deepen their Bible knowledge
while learning practical principles for service, to consider investing
their time in the Master of Divinity program.
Kyle Elkins serves as Editor in Chief of Publications for Bogard Press
in Texarkana, Texas.

in the Masters of Divinity program, and I am currently in my
second trimester. Enrolling in Texas Baptist has brought about
some challenges but it has been worth it. The courses have been
enlightening and informative.
If you are considering continuing your education, I want to
encourage you to enroll. Texas Baptist is a great place to learn and
better prepare yourself for your ministry. The faculty have been
helpful and encouraging, and I am thankful to be at Texas Baptist.
Will Thompson serves as Administrative Pastor of Flatwoods
Missionary Baptist Church in Mountain View, Arkansas.

problems that may arise in the ministry; as well as prepare you for
a profitable ministry for Christ by focusing on sound exegesis and
sound text driven preaching.
The Master of Divinity program also enables you to understand
the correct scriptural approach to evangelism and church growth.
Texas Baptist and its staff pride themselves on equipping the God
called to be ministers of the Gospel, and this program certainly has
been a benefit in my life and in my ministry.
Ryan Youngblood serves as Pastor of Aikin Grove Missionary Baptist
Church in Clarksville, Texas.

In four years I learned a lot about the Bible, the church, pastoral care
and much more. In the master’s program, there is deeper learning.
The content of the lessons is deeper and more difficult. However,
it is very interesting and more specialized, and the required tasks
are even more difficult. The process of assignment is also different
from that of a bachelor’s degree. Rather than just doing the tasks, this
process is like a practice for when we go to the field in the future.
Again, In the master’s program, we can study the Bible more deeply
and professionally. It will be very useful and helpful in doing the
work of God in the future.
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IS THE HUMAN RACE
NOW BECOMING
DEMONIZED?
(Reprint from The Baptist Monitor, 1969)

A. J.
Kirkland

P

aul declares in I Tim. 4:0, “Now the Spirit speaketh
expressly, that in the latter times some shall, giving heed
to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, (demons).”

Sex appeal is the core of many TV commercials and programs,
and adultery is so commonplace that it is fast becoming the
rule of life rather than the exception.

Again he speaks in IITim. 3:1-5, “This know also, that in the
last days perilous times shall come, for men shall be lovers of
their own selves, covetous, proud, blasphemers, disobedient
to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection,
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers
of those that are good, traitors, heady, highmindedv, lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness,
but denying the power thereof. From such turn away.”

Speak of these things and the mockers will rise up and
cry, “Prophet of Doom”. I remind you, however, that every
prophet of the Bible concerning the ungodly human race
was a prophet of doom. The Lord Jesus Christ, Himself, was
the greatest prophet of doom of all the Bible, and all the other
prophets merely echoed what He foretold.

What an awful description of the human race! Will you notice
how emphatically the Holy Spirit led Paul to emphasize this
condition. “The Spirit speaketh EXPRESSLY – This KNOW
ALSO.” Yet the world goes on doing these very things and
nobody seems concerned about it. This is why we must
conclude that we have reached the time of which Paul spoke
by the Spirit of prophecy and inspiration. Paul calls this
condition “the mystery of iniquity” in II Thess. 2:7 and declared
that it was already at work in his day. He also pointed out that
it would develop until the restraining power of God would be
removed and it would then produce the antichrist.
If these prophecies mean anything at all they mean that the
unbelieving human race will be demonized in the last days.
Satan is called the God of this world and his power will rule in
the terrible days of the great tribulation.
The fruitage of the mystery of iniquity will ultimately be this
very condition. There will be good people upon the earth, but
they will be despised and the very thought of Christ’s second
coming will be met with scoffers. And Paul tells us that at
that time everyone who would live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution.
We ask the question: Is our world today reaching this state
of demonic control? We believe that it is. The falling away is
here. The major denominations of the “Christian faith” have
rejected the Bible as the ultimate authority of its religion. They
have therefore departed from the faith which is the system of
faith and practice of true Christianity.
Someone has said, and it is true, that man, without God sinks
to his lowest level. All the lust of his depraved nature comes to
the surface. Rejecting the true God, man becomes demonized
and accepts for his faith the doctrine of devils. (Laugh at it, if
you will but this is according to God’s Word).
Talk about the “Generation Gap”. Paul points it out in the
above scripture in three words, “disobedient to parents”. This
is why youth has rebelled and seeks to spoil everything that
is involved in what they call “the establishment”. While they
would destroy what we have, they can offer nothing in its
stead. Morality, today is a forgotten virtue with the masses.

The Saviour said that in these last days there would be
“distress of nations and perplexity”. Who can deny that the
world is in this state today. Who knows the way out? We boast
of our intellectuals and we have followed their liberalism until
we are bogged down in hopeless confusion. As the Scripture
points out, we cry, “Peace, Peace, and there is no peace”. There
is no denying it, we have the greatest intellectuals the world
has ever known, and more of them, but look where they have
led us. And as Paul tells us by the Word of God, profession
themselves to be wise, they have become fools, Romans 1:22.
It is not for us to turn prophets, but it is ours to study the
prophets and be warned by the signs they have given. As
God’s people, we are commanded to watch, pray and be ready
for His coming. While the Bible is filled with the warnings of
doom, it is also replete with the promises of deliverance and
victory. The doom of Satan and all his host will bring in a new
age wherein dwells rightness. In that day of righteousness
Christ shall reign over all the earth.
There shall not be peace nor a world-wide revival until that
day comes. We are told to wait for that day with patience. We
are admonished to be faithful. We are commanded to carry
on with the great commission to preach the gospel to every
creature for a witness, and our Lord has promised to be with
us to the end, then shall he receive us to himself. While doom
awaits the godless world, deliverance awaits those whom he
saves.
Our Lord also warned his own disciples that because iniquity
shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold, this warning was
not to the lost world, but to the children of God, and there shall
be some who shall be ashamed before Him at His coming. Let
me humbly ask our readers if you are living close to Him. Are
you separated from the world and are you seeking to do His
bidding? If not, then, a rededication to devotion and service is
in order, and you should right yourself with Him.
And should there be a lost person who reads this message,
may you remember that this is still the day of mercy,
forgiveness and salvation. You can yet be saved, but it may
be later, much later, than you think. This is yet your hour, and
the plan of salvation is so simple that you will have no excuse
if you remain lost. God stands ready to receive everyone who
will come to him by faith in Christ. This is your only hope.
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DEAN GRIGSBY
Business Manager

A

s we gather the financial results for
2020, it is clear it was a tough year
financially for Bogard Press. Revenue
was down over $1,300,000 versus 2019,
even with additional income from a Payroll
Protection Program loan and the sale of property. To combat those
losses we reduced costs dramatically, including a 25% reduction
in employees. The losses are an indication of how much COVID
impacted the Lord’s churches. Our goal throughout has been to
remain viable to serve the Lords churches as they continue to
serve Him. We are praying for you!

It is a blessing to serve with you and to be a part of sharing His
gospel message with a peace and a confidence that only comes
through Jesus Christ: “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7

Yet, in these difficult times, we have seen great blessings from God
through His churches. It has been a blessing to watch God’s people
find creative ways to share God’s Word and His love. At Bogard
Press we are humbled by the support we have received from the
Lord’s churches through prayers, encouragement, and the many
love offerings we have received. It is a blessing to serve with you.
In sports, during important moments, it is common for a coach to
call a time out. The coach takes that time to calm his team down
and prepare them for success. The players find out the will of the
coach and then are expected to follow his plan to win the game.
We serve in important times. Our purpose is not a game; it is the
most important purpose in the world. We must take time out
for prayer and Bible study to ask for and seek our Father’s will.
Then we must go and work to fulfill His will through His great
commission, relying on Him to guide us.

KYLE ELKINS
Editor in Chief

C

an you imagine using a hammer to
drive in a screw? How about using the
flat side of a pair of pliers as a hammer?
If you have ever done either of these, then
you know the right tool works best for the
right occasion. How convenient tools have become. Also, instead
of using an old-fashioned, hand-operated screwdriver, now you
can use a battery-powered screwdriver. I am amazed at the tools
that have been invented and are operated by a computer system. I
believe it is a true statement that whatever the job calls for, there is
a tool to help make the job easier and faster.
God has provided the best “tools” necessary to help build up or
prepare church members to be what God wants them to be. (Read
Ephesians 4:11-16.) Members of the Lord’s churches grow as they
stay in the Word through personal Bible study and are fed a steady,
healthy diet of the Word of God by the pastors God has placed at
His churches. The purpose of the preparation or building up of
church members is so that they will be prepared to do fulfill the
work God has for them to do.
Sunday School materials produced by Bogard Press should
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properly be seen as tools to help students learn the Bible and
grow in grace and knowledge of the Word of God. Whether it be
for Sunday School, training courses, Vacation Bible School, Bible
Challenge or any time set aside for group studies, Bogard Press
provides churches with the tools to grow and develop members in
order to fulfill the work God has for them to do. The primary book
to study remains the Bible; Bogard Press wants to come along side
you with the tools we provide and help you study the Bible.
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2
Timothy 2:15).

MONTHLY MISSION REPORT - DECEMBER 2020
News: As another calendar year ends, I want to express to our
brethren exactly how grateful I am for the blessing and honor it is to
serve the churches of the American Baptist Association and her many
missionaries stationed around the world. I truly consider this blessing a
great privilege and high honor. My heart is committed to the success of
the mission work of our churches and I consider it an honor to serve the
Lord by serving the churches and her missionaries.
Names: COVID-19 hit hard in the Secretary-Treasurer of Missions’ Office
during December. In addition to its toll on our families, I was forced to
cancel and postpone some of my appointments (even into the early part
of the New Year) as Gena and I were quarantined due to our exposure
and subsequent illnesses. Please continue to pray for each of us in
Missions’ Office as we deal with the on-going effects of this very strange
virus.
Numbers: What a joy it is this month to share the great reports of the
missionaries. For December 2020, the Recommended Missionaries
reported 433 Professions of Faith and 57 Baptisms. Praise the Lord!
Though we normally calculate statistics based on the associational year,
these numbers bring the calendar year totals to 3637 Professions of
Faith and 339 Baptisms.
Notes: It is the intention of the staff in the Missions’ Office to send out
the 2021 Missionary Recommendation Forms by the end of January.
If you and your missionary have not received access to a digital/
downloadable copy by then please feel free to contact us. Forms will
be available at www.abaptist.org and will be emailed to all current
Sponsoring Churches and Recommended Missionaries. Paper copies
will also be available upon request. These forms will be due to our office
no later than April 23, 2021.
Needs: While it is unlikely that we will reach the $300,000.00 goal for
the 2020 Thanksgiving Mission Offering, I am pleased to announce
that the to date total is $242,314.96, which will most certainly help
ensure that all ABA Recommended Missionaries will be paid in full for
the months remaining in this associational year and beyond.
Furthering the Gospel,

Dr. Roger Stewart

ROGER STEWART
Secretary-Treasurer
of Missions

To view previous reports,
visit our website at
www.abamissions.org
BEGINNING BALANCE		$2,304,358.58
RECEIPTS:
Interstate Salaries
$122,585.33
Foreign & National Salaries $118,131.58
Designated
$53,877.40
Undesignated
$10,948.34
TOTAL RECEIPTS		 $305,542.65
BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE		$2,609,901.23
DISBURSEMENTS
Interstate Salaries
$74,429.80
Foreign Salaries
$22,761.70
National Salaries
$24,379.20
Designated
$53,877.40
Sal/Exp of Sec-Treas. Office
Office Salaries
$14,388.10
General Office
     $3,192.37
		 Automobile Expense
$813.66
		 Sec/Treas. Expenses
$1,131.33
		 BSSC - Notepads
$494.38
		 Postage
$86.80
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS		 $195,554.74
BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD		$2,414,346.49
SURPLUS FOR DECEMBER		 $109,987.91

P.O. Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050 | Phone: 903.792.2312 | Fax: 903.794.1290 | Email: missions@abamissions.org

KUNIHIKO OBA, JAPAN

DAVID PINZON, COLUMBIA

How did you learn about TBI
and what led you to come here
for your education?
My former pastor is a Texas
Baptist graduate, therefore I
learned from him. I’m interested
in World Missions and Texas
Baptist has trained many pastors
and missionaries. Texas Baptist
has a wealth of experience and
knowledge in this area.

How did you learn about TBI
and what led you to come here
for your education?
Thanks to other sister churches,
I received information about
Texas Baptist and the Lord
guided me here after finishing
my secular degree.

Master of Theological Studies

How has your experience been since you have been
here?
I met many good Christian friends and teachers. We
encourage each other and have had various evangelism
opportunities and experiences.
What are your plans after completing your education
here?
I want to become a missionary and seek God’s will. I’m
preparing to go wherever God guides me.
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Master of English Bible

How has your experience
been since you have been
here?
It has been a blessing being able to come to Texas Baptist.
The lord has opened doors and allowed me to meet
people that have had a great impact on my life and my
ministry.
What are your plans after completing your education
here?
Lord willing, a hispanic mission in the area will be
starting.

STUDENTS FROM
AROUND THE WORLD
WENDELL PUERIN, PHILIPPINES

YOHAN PARK, SOUTH KOREA

How did you learn about
TBI and what led you
to come here for your
education?
Through my co-pastors in
the Philippines. I decided
to come to Texas Baptist for
further study and to learn
more about God’s Word
and most especially to
equip myself and be ready
for the advancement of the
Lord’s work.

How did you learn about TBI
and what led you to come here
for your education?
It was very interesting. I just
googled
“seminary
near
Lindale”. At first, it showed me
“Baptist Missionary Association
Theological Seminary”. I went
there for a tour, but I felt sure there
was another one. I googled it again
with the same search word, and it
showed me Texas Baptist. I didn’t
visit Texas Baptist before applying, because I just knew this
is the school.

Associate of Bible

How has your experience been since you have
been here?
It is amazing and I highly recommend this seminary
to all who want to discover and pursue God’s plan
for their lives.
What are your plans after completing your
education here?
I will go back to the Philippines and be a missionary.
If God permits, I’ll start a Bible Institute which
focuses on discipleship and leadership programs
for the youth.

TERUHA TOKUCHI, JAPAN

Master of English Bible

How has your experience been since you have been
here?
So far, it is good, but sometimes I want to live on campus
for at least a couple of months. I currently live in Lindale,
which is about an hour away from school, so there is less
of a chance for me to spend time with other students. I
wish I could spend more time with other students to build
relationships.
What are your plans after completing your education
here?
I am planning to pursue M.DIV here. I do not know what
I am going to do after that, I just follow His plan. Trying to
make no little plans.

Associate of Bible

How did you learn about TBI and what led you to come here for your education?
I heard a lot of great things about TBI from my friend.
How has your experience been since you have been here?
Being a seminary student, I have had a lot of experience in the U.S. a lot of christian friends, My
life has been changed a lot.
What are your plans after completing your education here?
I plan to become a missionary, but I haven’t decided on the details yet. I will do whatever God
tells me to.

SERVANTS NEEDED
Contact TBI Office
for more Inofrmation
PASTOR:
Grace MBC - Topeka, KS
Golden Meadows MBC - Garland, TX
Hillcrest MBC - Paris, TX
Hinton MBC - Hinton, OK
Landmark MBC - Lakewood, CO
Mercer BC - Mercer, PA
Nyssa First MBC - Nyssa, OR
Unity MBC - Denison, TX
Westview MBC - Gatesville, TX

ASSOCIATE PASTOR and/or
YOUTH LEADER:
Alto MBC - Alto, TX
Calvary MBC - Silsbee, TX
Cross Roads MBC - Hughes Springs, TX
Heritage MBC - Tyler, TX
Missionary BC - Hughes Springs, TX

TEXAS MISSION DEVELOPMENT
Jim Slocumb

T

hanks to all our TMD Supporters! Your faithful participation
has been a great blessing to many. Your help in choosing the
first quarter 2021 project is so very appreciated. We had
82 ballots returned. The votes were officially counted on December 20, 2020, and the
Mission Bend MBC of Mission Bend, TX, received a majority vote of 40 for their mission
in Houston, Texas. These Funds will help toward the purchasing of the Bethel Baptist
Mission property and building.
Pastor Bostic of Mission Bend MBC along with the Pastor of Bethel Baptist Mission were
very happy to hear the good news of TMD’S financial help toward this mission property.
Once more supporters,
THANK YOU for your
faithful support of TMD’s
mission ministry.
The presentation of the
first quarter funds to the
project will be May 2021.
Presentation of fourth
quarter 2020 funds to
Quaker Ave. MBC for
Lifeline Baptist Mission
will be Sunday, February
7, 2021, at Mansfield, Texas.

Presentation of the third quarter 2020 funds in the amount of
$29,034.72 on Nov 30, 2020, to Grace Temple MBC, Mt. Pleasant,
TX. Left to right: Rex Newman, pastor, Arnold Ellington, deacon,
Joan Ellis, treasurer, and Maudine Ellington, clerk

TEXAS MISSION BUILDERS
Leroy & Mary Smith

W

e said, let it snow, let it snow, let it snow and
it did! Needless to say, it hindered our outside
activities. The COVID-19 virus has also hindered our
work progress the last few months. Several of our workers
have had the virus. However, Spring will be upon us again
before we know it and that should help everyone feel better.
Also, vaccines are now being given and this should help our
workers and churches be more able to get moving again.
The roof at Roquemore MBC, Henderson, is near completion.
When that is complete, plans are to return to North Loop
MBC, Crockett, to install the ceilings in their building. Work
should finish in a few weeks. There is also work going on in
our TMB Cabinet Shop. The jobs list is looking like there will
be plenty of work for us to do.
Bro. John Bryant has become the new pastor of our
sponsoring church. He and his lovely wife, Debbie, began
their ministry at East Side MBC January 17th. We welcome
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them to the fold. We look forward
to working with him. Our thanks to
Bro. Calvin Gould and Bro. Robert
Dillon for their leadership of our
sponsoring church in the past.
Both did a fantastic job of leading
the church that sponsors TMB.
The church is to be commended
for their great sponsorship of TMB.
The churches of Texas which have received help from the
program are grateful for their sponsorship.
We thank all of you for your support of this program over the
years. May God bless and keep you all for your faithfulness.
God has promised great reward for the faithful, now and in
eternity. To God be the glory forever!

IN MEMORIUM
Dr. Franklin Dale Reed was born
August 3, 1950, in Carthage, Texas.
He passed this life January 4, 2021
in Tyler, Texas. He was the only son
of four children born to Rev. Ottie
Franklin and Myrtle Cosette Burns
Reed. He was schooled and raised in
Clayton through the seventh grade
and graduated from Carthage High
School with the Bulldog class of 1968.
Dale answered the call to preach entering Texas Baptist
Institute and Seminary in Henderson, Texas, where he
graduated in 1971 with a Bachelors of English Bible, and
in 1972, with a Masters of English Bible. He was licensed
by Mt. Pleasant M.B.C., Logan, Texas, in June of 1968 and
ordained at Enterprise M.B.C. in McCoy, Texas, in 1968. Dale
received his Doctors of English Bible from Heritage Baptist
Institute Seminary in Missouri City, Texas, in 2010. After
completing three degrees in English bible he received a
Doctors of Divinity from T.B.I.

He served 50 years as a law enforcement Chaplain at
Kilgore, Corsicana and then home to Carthage to serve
Panola County Sheriff Department, Carthage Police
Department also in the Carthage Fire Department. He
served as a reserve deputy under Constable Bryan
Murff. He held a level of master with the I.C.P.C. and taught
on local, state, and national levels concerning small
department Chaplain programs. He helped organize the
East Texas Law Enforcement Chaplains Assoc. and was
the first president. He also created the local Peace Officers
Memorial held for the last 32 years. With the help of Sheriff
Jack Ellett, they raised monuments in honor of the local
officers lost in the line of duty.
Dale felt his greatest accomplishment was pastoring the
Carthage Missionary Baptist Church for 20 years. A church
he loved dearly and gave the best years of his life as pastor.
He married Joni Willis on November 7, 1997, making his
last 23 years even sweeter.

MBA OF TEXAS LADIES’ AUXILIARY

A

s a part of the annual meeting of the Missionary
Baptist Association of Texas, the State Ladies
Auxiliary representatives met to share in the
successes of the previous year, encourage each other, and
make plans for the upcoming year. While the pandemic
hindered the number, it did not hinder the spirit.

Speaking of the future, Bro. David Smith, church planter
in Mansfield, TX, has been chosen as the offering goal for
2021! A goal of $20,000 has been set. For the fiscal year of
December 1, 2020 - November 30, 2021, Tammy Davis was
elected Treasurer of the MBA of Texas Ladies Auxiliary.

The pandemic also limited the efforts of the local auxiliaries
in reaching the offering goal set that was designated for the
ministry of Bro. Scott Jones in the Austin area. Even with
the limitations, almost $9,000 was raised and distributed to
Calvary BC, Henderson, the sponsoring church of the Jones
family. Unfortunately, soon after the distribution, Bro. Jones
announced that he will be leaving the field in early 2021.
Due to this, Calvary BC has agreed to return the funds to the
State Ladies Auxiliary for them to distribute as they see fit.
Use of these funds will be determined in the future.

MBA of TX Women’s Auxiliary
Tammy Davis
1601 Avenue T., Snyder, TX. 79549
325-515-1517

Please mail your auxiliary offerings to:

David and Alice Smith
Church Planters to Mansfield, TX
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Thank you to all the ladies whose efforts through their local and district
auxiliaries and ministries resulted in a total of $31,727 given to students
of Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary and their families at Christmas!
While you all hopefully received many personal notes of thanks, we
want others to know about your generosity. The picture above was taken
when ladies from the Shine Ministry of Calvary BC, Henderson, came
to distribute the gifts. While not all were present, all were thankful!

SPRING TERM

REGISTRATION BEGINS FEBRUARY 8TH
CLASSES BEGIN MARCH 2ND

COURSE OFFERINGS
ASSOCIATE DEGREE

BACHELOR DEGREE

GRADUATE DEGREES

Exodus-Deuteronomy

Acts/Biblical Church Planting

Systematic Theology III

Discipleship II

Hebrews

Ecclesiastes

Ministerial Practicalities

Intermediate NT Interpretation II

History of the English Bible

Pastoral Epistles

Scriptural Church Association

Educational Leadership

Bible Backgrounds

Intermediate Greek III

Teaching Adults

Speech Lab

Elementary Hebrew III

Pastoral Leadership

Life of Christ

Conflict Management

Educational Administration

Biblical Youth Ministry I

Revelation

Pastoral Preaching

Christian Leadership

Church Administration

Pastoral Counseling

Church History II

Zechariah

Pastoral Care

Teaching Methods

Intermediate Hebrew III

Thesis Writing II

Bible Related History

Advance NT Interpretation III

Preaching the NT

Philosophy of Worship

Advanced Greek III

Christian Ethics

I Corinthians

Proverbs

Pastor and Missions

Elementary Greek III

History of Preaching

Dissertation Writing

Galatians

Apologetics

APPLY @ TBI.EDU

The Baptist Monitor

15

MBA OF TEXAS MISSION REPORTS - DECEMBER 2020
Editor: Curtis Gilbert

DEC. BEGINNING BALANCE:  $79,726.63
OFFERINGS: 

$18,726.48

MISSIONARY SUPPORT: 
ADM. SALARY: 

-$13,950
-$2,600

EXPENSES: 

(DESIGNATED) -$710



(OFFICE) -$278.15
(MINUTE FUND) -$125

DEC. ENDING BALANCE: 

$80,789.96

MINUTE FUND: 

$11,297.27

Since November 1st, 2020:
2 baptized, 2 joined by letter and 1
joined by statement.
JOE BOZARTH
CONROE - FELLOWSHIP MBC

Up:
December’s
morning
attendance
increased this past month, but some of our
elder members do not drive at night, so our
evening attendance was down.
Stats: We had 2 to join by letter. We averaged
12 in SS; 17 in MW; 8 in EW; 5 on Wed. Our
offering was $4,276, $452.60 given to missions,
$3,002 paid on the loan.
Additions: The Lord blessed with two
additions by letter, a father and his son. There
has been more illness in our congregation, so
please continue to pray for us.

STEVEN HANEY
LUBBOCK - MBSF TEXAS TECH U.

Planning: December was a planning month
for us, as Texas Tech let out at Thanksgiving.
Students will not return until the Spring
Semester starts. We met with our leadership
team to plan upcoming events and studies.
We had a fellowship for the students who
remained in town.
Support: Your offerings are holding strong and
we are grateful for your continued generosity.
Pray for us as we move forward in the new
semester, that God will bless and that we will
know how to navigate during the pandemic.

RONALD KELLAM
HOOKS - SOUL SEEKERS MBC

Hard Month: December was hard. Four of
our people had Covid and were unable to
attend. We have been streaming the service
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on Sunday morning. Hopefully in January the
Assisted Living Facility will begin to join us
each Sunday. We know the Lord will provide,
and help us through this difficult time.
Stats: We averaged 2 on Sunday mornings.
Please keep us in your prayers.

GLENN MCCARVER
EL PASO - BORDERLAND MBC

Thank You: We are grateful to be supported
by the MBA of Texas for another year! Even in
the midst of the year souls have been saved.
Stats: We averaged 8 on SM; 7 on Wed. with
1 visitor.
Outreach: On Christmas we did our 2nd
annual outreach to the homeless. We talked
to a variety of people. Some were interested,
others asked for specific prayer requests. One
said he didn’t know Jesus, but didn’t have time
to talk because he had a sick wife. Another
said he accepted Jesus, was baptized and
is trying to get his life straightened out after
turning from God.

VICTOR RICE
SAN ANTONIO - SHILOH MBC

VBS: We had our winter VBS where God
blessed us with 8 visitors. We thank the church
in Rusk for donating prizes and decorations.
We are thankful for our members and my wife
who out-did herself with directing the VBS.
Fellowship: We hosted a Pastor/ Wives
Christmas luncheon for the Mission Valley
association and had a great turn-out.
Stats: We averaged 14 in SS; 19 in MW; 11 on
SE; and 11 on Wed. Our offering was $4,050
with $561 given to missions and $1,200 paid
on rent.
Closing: One of our young members who is 10,
attempted suicide. He was hospitalized for a
week and thank God no permanent damage
physically.
Thank You: We are thankful for the Christmas
offering from the MBA of Texas and the extra
amount from another church.

DAVID SMITH
MANSFIELD- LIFE LINE BC

We went to see our children and grandkids on
Thanksgiving and caught Covid. We’ve been
at this for over a month. I had my worst day
before Christmas and am slowly recovering.
Alice is now negative.

Carrying on: Lifeline Church carried on all by
itself! We praise God for our worship leader,
and my fill-in for doing a great job.
Stats: We averaged 9 on SM; 7 in Small Groups
with 1 visitor. Our offering was $2,646, $250
given to missions, $1,387.83 to faith promise,
and $725 for rent.
Property: We located a church building to
purchase. Our sponsoring church and Lifeline
are getting ready to make an offer on the
property just under an acre with an existing
building for $275,000. There is seating for a
hundred, a baptistery and a Sunday School
hall in a double wide unit behind the sanctuary.

DANIEL TIJERINA
DONNA - A NEW BEGINNING BC

Praises: I thank God for letting me pray and
present the Word at many events.
Missionaries: We continue to pray for and
assist 6 missionaries.
Ministry: We have been sharing the Gospel
with many people both in person and via
social media. We have Bible Studies, and
Sunday and Wednesday services.
Stats: We averaged 17 on SM.
Future Plans: Continue to share the Gospel,
disciple new believers meet in homes and
seek the Lord’s direction.
Thanks: To our Heavenly Father for His
provisions and grace; to our sponsoring
church, and to the churches that support the
MBA.

LARRY WATSON
LANDMARK MBC - ROCKDALE

Illnesses: We had many out with covid and
other illnesses. Everyone is recovering, the
cases were isolated, and discovered prior to
church attendance. We were few in number
but didn’t let that stop us from gathering to
praise the Lord.
Stats: We averaged 12 on SM. Our offering was
$507 with $40 given to missions.
Visitation: We continued our door to door
contactless visitation. We had a few people
meet us at the door, and all have been kind
and receptive.
New Year: We pray for you all as we go into
the New Year, for your ministry, health, and
that the Lord’s work and Will be done.

MISSION ADVANCE
Editor: Roy Culley

Chase & Kelli Reynolds – Indonesia While waiting for final
approval of our visa it appears the Lord has opened a way for
us to return to Papua at the end of this month. The International
school where the boys attended offered to sponsor our visas, if I
would be willing to teach a single High School Bible class for the
next semester. Praise the Lord Bro. Bill Johnson and ICP helped us
print 500 copies of the life of Christ in Yetfa and Indonesian. Having
those Scriptures side by side in their two primary languages will be
a great resource of the Yetfa people! The work among the yetfa has
progressed so they no longer need a missionary to live and serve
them full time. We have seen the Lord take this small previously
unknown, unreached, remote people group of about 1000- people
and make them a reached people group with a self-supporting
indigenous church with an ongoing translation ministry.. We plan
to move back to the states June 2021, to continue to work with the
yetfa as needed and continue to work as a consultant on other
projects including a new one starting in April for 6 more languages
in Papua that have no portion of God’s Word in their own language.
In addition we plan to begin a World Mission Mobilization Ministry
among the Churches of the ABA to promote missions and help
men and women to reach the remaining unreached peoples. Lord
BLESS!
Shin & Mitsue Kamoda – Japan Missions November passed
quickly with our evangelistic outreaches. I was invited to preach for
a church without a pastor and rejoice that most members renewed
their dedication of Christ and His church. Brother Hashimoto, a 3rd
year Seminary student, filled the pulpit during my absence and did
a good job leading Sunday School, worship and preaching. Two
new seekers continued to worship and Bible study and our youth
group enjoyed a picnic and fellowship in a nearby park. Pray for
lost souls to get to know Christ while they may! Sent by Calvary
Baptist Church. 410 N. Marshall Henderson, Texas 756562.
Solomon Islands Missions, Ronald L Smith reporting Our
thanks to each church and person supporting the work and needs
in the Solomons. Bro. Roger asked for help to build and repair
church buildings and found supporters. In one case a new roof
was provided. Offerings for the pastor’s children’s school needs
exceeded last year. Building cost here may seem high, but with
the exchange rate of $7.75 Solomon for one US dollar makes for
quite reasonable costs. Right now two very poor churches need
financial help; they are Gethsemane MBC and Nineveh MBC. Please
designate an offering for them.
BR & Elizabeth Singh – North India Missions Special Christmas
meetings in homes and churches were attended by 586 in all
with 138 visitors and 109 being saved. Keep the Singh’s and their
evangelistic teams in your prayers for continued blessings from
above. North India Missions, P.O. Box 53534, Lubbock, TX 79453.
Eddie Williams – Kenya We held 6 village crusades and had a
total of 127 professions of faith. Plan to organize the Bible study in
Kaikol into a new church before New Year. We built a new church

building in Nakiinyir and furnished it with chairs, a steel pulpit
and offering box. The government shut down all schools due to
Covid. It allowed us to build a much needed kitchen and enlarge
the dining hall at the Bible Institute. The student body numbers 26
with 4 teachers. Classes resume on Jan. 11th. The average tenure for
a pastor here as in the USA is 7 years. Our church has 7 preachers,
two churches were without pastors, but one has just filled their need.
A mechanic worked on my truck for half an hour, then wrecked it
during a test drive. My insurance company is holding up my claim.
Sent by South Union BC 159 FM 997, Daingerfield, TX
Jim & Sherry Black – Bulgaria Both seekers who began coming
to our services after getting a tract in the mail called the done book.
Praise celebrates his 9th birthday Jan. 15th. He was 3 when he came
to live with us. Sent by Living Word MBC, P.O. Box 1723 Lewiston, ID
83501
Matthew Thompson – Preparing to reach unreached people
with the gospel. I am finishing my 2nd term at DMI while serving
Sublett Road BC as College and Outreach Pastor Thanks for all your
prayers, encouragement and support.
Daniel Estrada – Spain Our meetings have gone from 6 under
COVID restrictions to 12 to 14 weekly using skype or zoom. I am
teaching brethren in Barcelona with zoom starting with 1 and now
having 6-7.We also are meeting with other servants in Europe and
Sweden. Thanks for your prayer and support. Sent by First BC, P.O.
Box8, Sullivan,MO63080
Phil & Elia Gavila Missionaries to Whosoever Our PowerPoint
seminars of vital subjects opened the way to minister closer to home.
Elia and I were in Ocoee, Florida with Victory Baptist Church. We
presented The Case Against Calvinism using 180 slides refuting the
5 points of Calvinism and giving the disciples scriptural arguments
to fight against it. I recommend the book God used to open my eyes:
The Other Side of Calvinism (available from Amazon) by Laurence
Vance. Sent by FBCof East Bay, Riverview, Fl 33578
Holly Couch – Missionary Helper St Petersburg, Russia. Our
ministries continue, contacting and witnessing to new and old
acquaintances and helping where I can. I am encouraged with the
diagnosis and medication for my back (deformed vertebrae painful
but not extremely serious) and appreciate your prayers about this.
Brother Jason – Acadiana, Louisiana We are buying a church
building in the heart of this city to serve our needs for years to
come. We hope to see the building paid off as soon as possible and
are thankful for Calvary Baptist Church financing the effort. We sent
$4000 to Calvary towards the goal and ask your help with one time
special offerings and monthly offerings to get it done.
Toby W. Cribbs, Sr. – Lighthouse Ministries We added six new
jails -prisons to our ministries and mailed 50 of our resource List
to /chaplains. Pray with us for a Missionary to come along to help
in this ministry. Seven finished the Old Testament, four the New
Testament, six finished a course, and one finished another program.
Five wrote requesting bibles and /or Bible studies. Christmas
cookies, books and cards were given to several hundred.inmates of
three jails we visited.

PLEASE SEND ARTICLES AND PICTURES FOR THIS COLUMN BY THE 15TH
OF THE PRIOR MONTH TO: P.O. BOX 570 HENDERSON, TX 75653-0570
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FACTS ABOUT THE FACTS
by John Melancon

B

eginning in the classical period of Greece, a style
of pottery production called ‘black ware’ grew in
popularity until the end of the Hellenistic period. Here
is such an example of black ware; a perfume bottle. This black
ware gained popularity in the Near East under the rule of the
Seleucid dynasties after the death of Alexander the Great
in 323 B.C. Although the Seleucid kings ruled primarily
in Syria and Persia, they expanded the commercial
relations throughout a large portion of the world.
Goods ranging from precious metals, spices, fabrics,
glass items and sundry other goods introduced
new cultures into much of the civilized world. This
commercial influence also brought new challenges
and practices into Israel. These challenges helped
cause a weakening in the adherence to the Word of
God and religious practices.

To view this artifact and many others,
contact the school office for an appointment.

CHURCH HISTORY
by Don Britton

T

ROUBLE IN THE BAPTIST CAMP. As the number of
churches increased, so did local associations, but there was
no state-wide association until 1848 when the Baptist General
Convention of Texas (BGC) was organized. Even then, most of the
missionary activities were confined to preaching and organizing
churches in the rapidly developing population centers of the state.
Many of the churches, especially in East Texas, never fully
supported the convention. They objected to the numerical and
societal basis of representation in the convention and charged
that the several boards usurped power over the churches. In
1853, some of the East Texas churches left the BGC and organized
the Texas Baptist General Association. One year later, the name
was changed to the General Association of Texas. Still most of the
associating churches were in East Texas.
Thus far, there had been relatively good harmony among Baptists
of Texas, but by the 1870s, dissension had developed in the
Convention. As leaven in dough, the dissension increased and
often provoked bitter debates. In 1894 and following, there was a
final rupture in the BGC of Texas in 1899.
At the annual meeting of the BGC in 1894, a majority of the
messengers voted to pay the Corresponding Secretary of the
Convention a salary of $2,500 per annum plus pay for office help
and expenses. This was opposed by a large minority. S.A. Hayden
was the outspoken and influential leader of the opposition. He was
owner and editor of The Texas Baptist and Herald and promoted
his views in this widely circulated paper.
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In the same year, at the meeting of the State Missions Board,
Hayden had prepared and read a lengthy paper making several
serious charges against the Missions Board and especially against
the secretary, Dr. J.B. Cranfill. The charges resulted in heated
debates in the religious papers. It even spilled over into the secular
press. These debates mostly related to the salaries of the elected
officials of the Convention. However, many of the brethren were
also unhappy with the money and society basis of the messenger
representation in the Convention. They felt this system gave the
larger and more wealthy churches undue advantages over the
smaller and less wealthy ones. They contended that the practice
was undemocratic and, more importantly, unscriptural.
In the 1895 meeting of the BGC of Texas, a further divisive issue
entered an interpretation of the Constitution of the Convention
was read and approved by the messengers. This further alienated
those brethren and churches who held strong convictions
regarding church sovereignty. The interpretation that was
adopted was, “The Convention is composed by persons chosen by
the churches, associations, and societies, as their messengers, and
when such persons are convened, the and not the churches, are
the Convention.”*
This is still the belief and practice of the BGC of Texas as declared
but recently. “On the convention level, ‘messengers’ from the
churches, not the churches themselves, make up the convention.”**
*Mann, quoted from L.R. Elliot, “Centennial Story of Texas Baptists,”
page 57
**Druin, Toby A., Baptist Standard, May 14, 1997, page 4

I

t was a week to remember.
Granddaughter Katelyn gave us
a new little boy on Tuesday, it
was Thanksgiving on Thursday, and
Darrel, Michael and I tested positive
for Covid on Friday. By the time our
quarantine was over, we were full
swing into the Christmas season and
I was soooo behind.

Darrel’s job was to get the prelit Christmas tree put together,
preferably with the lights working. Hence, “pre-lit”! He got It out of the
box and for the next week it lay spread out all over the floor. Each time
I ever-so-sweetly inquired as to why it was not together... standing
upright... with lights on... he would respond with “I’m working on it,
just be patient.” Patient???? Patient!!! “Darrel, next week is Christmas!!

I cannot decorate the tree in 20
pieces lying in the floor!!
I cannot decorate the tree in 20 pieces lying in the floor!! Get the
dumb thing put together!! NOW!!! PLEASE!!!”
So, he did, then went on
his merry way, so proud of
the “outstanding” job he had
done. In truth, it was together,
standing upright. Only one
branch of lights worked, to
which he said “well, one is
better than none... right?”
To say I was ticked is an
understatement! I gritted
my teeth and yanked up
the decorations and began
putting ornaments on the tree.
Immediately the memories
came flooding... the wood
carvings Momma made, the
ones the kids made with
macaroni sprayed gold and
their little handprints, the
Larry Bird ornament from Wayne, the little elf from Dorie, the ones
from precious friends we have known down through the years. I
began thinking about the past year and how in the midst of all the
unrest, the pandemic, all of it, our family had been so very blessed.

Those of us who were sick
with Covid had relatively mild
symptoms. No one in our family
lost there job. Walker and Anna
gave us a new baby boy in
January, Katelyn and Colton
gave us one in November to go
with those two little girls that
bring so much joy. Ty and Alix
both started new jobs... Sarah
finished her associates and
is working... Sky and Erin are
beautiful, active teenage girls
making their folks crazy! (I love It!) Michael had a terrible accident in
March that could easily have killed him, and he is still with us.
By now the tears were flowing. I felt so ashamed, I asked the Lord
to forgive me. It occurred to me that there was not another person
on the entire planet that gave a rip about my Christmas tree lights.
Nobody! Nobody anywhere cared one way or the other if my tree
had all its lights. My family did not even care! Only me. Me... blessed in
every way… me... making myself and everyone around me miserable
over something that didn’t amount to a hill of beans to anybody! God
forgive me.
A song Odis sings a lot came to my mind.” There’s a roof up above
me, I’ve a good place to sleep. There’s food on the table and shoes on
my feet. You gave me your love Lord and a fine family. Thank you,
Lord, for your blessing on me.” God is so good.
When we first moved here in 1986,
one of our deacons, Richard
Moore, a precious man, was
doing some work on the
parsonage. Darrel went out
to help him. Richard stood
up and these were his
exact words, “Preacher,
just go on about your
business. If you could
have done ANYTHING
else, the Lord would
have never called you
to preach.” Then he
went back to work. The
longer I live with Darrel
Owens, the more I
realize what a smart
man Richard was.
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SPRING TERM REGISTRATION:
Feb. 8th - 19th (Classes Begin March 2

)

nd

tbi.edu/academics/

“TRUTHS FROM II TIMOTHY”
SPRING LECTURES:
APRIL 20TH - 23RD @ 9:30 A.M.
Watch live @ Facebook.com/tbihenderson
CHAPTER 1
Franciso Barros

CHAPTER 2
Mark Clements

CHAPTER 3
Nathan Rogers

CHAPTER 4
David Proctor

