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DR. RAY O. BROOKS
President

S

olomon is quoted as having written, “there
is no new thing under the sun”
(Ecclesiastes 1:9). All people owe
their existence first to God and then to
the man and the woman God created and
placed in the garden eastward in Eden. As
the centuries passed, people scattered across the globe which
we call the world. From among the masses, God called a special
people whom He called “Judah”.
Of these people, the Lord said, “I have nourished and brought up
children, and they have rebelled against me. The ox knows his
owner and the ass his master’s crib; but Israel does not know”.
The Lord speaks of them as a sinful nation - a people laden with
iniquity - a seed of evildoers - children that are corrupters: They
have forsaken the Lord, provoked the Holy One of Israel unto
anger, they have gone away backward.
Corrupt children; Yes, but the worst is yet to come: “Your country
is desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your land, strangers
devour it in your presence, and it is desolate, and as overthrown
by strangers. And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a
vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged
city.”
These thoughts could have come from our daily newspapers.

1300 Longview Dr.
Henderson, TX 75652

tbi.edu

DR. STEVE BUTLER
CEO / Academic Dean

G

od is blessing TBI with
the largest enrollment
in at least the past thirty
years. We have 147 students
enrolled taking classes through
all of our delivery methods. It
is amazing! I want to thank our
Administrative Team (Robert Wallace, Jimmy Jones
and James Roney) for the job they did to reach out to
those who inquired about TBI and walked with them
through the enrollment process.
Now, on to the second term which begins November
17. We have already received applications from new
students who plan to begin the second term. What
about you? Has God placed a burden in your heart
to grow in the knowledge of His Word? Are you
interested in being better equipped for the ministry
you serve? What about your leadership skills? Take
a look at our class offerings and see how our class
offerings can help. You can take one class at a time
or become a full-time student. You can come to TBI at
Henderson and sit in class or take a class from your
office or home.
If there is any way we can help you please contact us.
If we can come and present TBI at your church please
contact us.

ROBERT WALLACE
VP of Advancement

A

t our last Board of Trustees meeting, there
was a discussion about the amount of reserve
funds we have to ensure we can weather
economic hardships. One Trustee rightly mentioned
that when classes begin, TBI has an obligation to
students to be sure we have enough resources to
complete the term. In addition to that, we also have an obligation to each
student to be financially stable enough to ensure we will be around for
the amount of time they need to complete their degree.

It is vital that we begin the process of building enough undesignated
reserves to cover at least one instructional term. This will mean that
as enrollment increases the reserves will have to grow as well. This
is a key component of the greater responsibility. To this end, we are
putting a focus on two key areas for the next couple of months. We
are asking individuals and churches to consider making a one-time
donation to either our Student Tuition Assistance Fund or to our
General Operations fund to help us accomplish this goal.
If you have any questions about this or any other financial initiative at
TBI, please let me know. Donations can be made by mailing a check
to P.O. Box 570, Henderson, TX, 75653, dropped off at 1300 Longview
Drive, Henderson, TX 75652, or by going to our website, tbi.edu/
give. If donating by check, please note General Operations Fund or
Student Tuition Assistance Fund. If donating through the website,
select the appropriate fund from the dropdown menu.

The Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary equips saints to do the work of ministry through a Biblically-

higher education in harmony with Bible doctrines of the American Baptist Association to
MISSION: based
advance the Kingdom of God through the local church ministry of fulfilling the Great Commission.
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FACULTY INSIGHTS
WHAT ARE THOSE FOREIGNERS DOING HERE?

FRANCISCO BARROS

M

atthew opens his Gospel with a “genealogy
of Jesus the Messiah”, connecting Jesus
with the history of Israel. In his genealogy, the
history of God’s people is organized in three periods
of fourteen generations each: from Abraham to David,
from David to the exile, and from the exile to the
Messiah[1]. Matthew understands that he is developing
the same story told by the Old Testament writers. Old
and New Testament constitute a single unified narrative, and Jesus is the
one who brings all God’s redeeming activity in history to its climax, the one
who “will save his people from their sins”[2].
As an ancient biographer, Matthew selects names and includes four foreign
women to his genealogy: the Canaanites Tamar and Rahab, the Moabite
Ruth, and Bathsheba, the wife of a Hittite.[3] The non-Israelite women are
some of several strangers who bless and are blessed by God’s chosen
people throughout the progressive unfolding of God’s plan in history.
The four mothers in Matthew’s genealogy allude to the Gentile mission, a
theme that Matthew develops progressively in his Gospel from the visit by
foreigners Magi to pay homage to Jesus to the mission to make disciples of
all ethnic groups.[4] The non-Israelite women represent the universality of
the Gospel, and the Gospel of reconciliation through Jesus Christ. As Paul
explains in his letters, Jesus has eliminated any animosity based on ethnic
differences.[5] Through the cross, foreigners and strangers are now fellow
citizens with God’s people.[6] Whoever belongs to Christ is Abraham’s seed.
[7]
Anything beyond this is garbage.[8]
[1] Matthew 1.1-17

[5] Cf. Ephesians 2:11-19

[2] Matthew 1.21.

[6] Ephesians 2:19.

[3] Matthew 1.3, 5, 6.

[7] Galatians 3:29.

[4] Matthew 2.1-12; 28:19.

[8] Cf. Philippians 3:8

GOD IS GOOD

FRANK LANE

T

heology is a word that
brings about a variety of
thoughts from different
people. For some theology is a
churchy word that is ignored. For
some it is a scary word that brings
about feelings of inadequateness.
For others it is something that
seems unattainable. I have read several books and
articles that point out the truth that all of us practice
some sort of theology. Theologian, Charles Ryrie stated,
“Theology simply means thinking about God and
expressing those thoughts in some way.” He goes on to
explain that even non-Christians think about God and
reject Him. Unfortunately, they trust in a counterfeit of
the True God. For believers, we strive to follow and have
as close a relationship with God as possible. As we get
to know Him better, we can more fully rest upon His
promises and character. In times like these that reliance
upon God is even more satisfying.

With so much unrest in our world and with Covid-19
affecting so many, some have wondered where the Lord
is in all of this. With a proper theology we can understand
and trust in God who knows all, understands all, and is
guiding all, even when we do not understand what is
going on. We can be assured that God is in control and
that He is good, even when we do not have the full picture
of what is happening. Psalm 34:8 reminds us, “O taste
and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man that
trusteth in him.” Jesus also reminds us of His goodness
in Mark 10:18, “And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou
me good? there is none good but one, that is, God.” We
can take great faith in knowing that even in the midst of
difficulties, God is good.
4
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CONFRONTING THE WISDOM
OF THIS AGE WITH BIBLICAL PREACHING

DAVID PROCTOR

I

t is the supreme
business of Biblical

preaching to proclaim
the truth of the gospel,
and to expose the
secular illusions of our
contemporary society. The Apostle Paul
went to the city of Corinth and proclaimed
the simple message of the gospel of Christ. In
the second chapter of First Corinthians Paul
exposed the fallacies of human wisdom,
“Howbeit we speak wisdom among them
that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this
world, nor of the princes of this world, that
come to nought” (I Cor 2:6). When the apostle
mentions the “princes” or “rulers” of this age,
he means more than kings, magistrates, or
governmental leaders. Paul is referring to
the philosophers, educators, and thinkers.
Paul says that their philosophy and ideals
are “coming to nothing”. This can refer to
philosophers, and philosophy in any age.
Human reasoning is not only in constant
change, it is in constant contrast with the
Biblical view. Scientific views change,
educational views change, political views
change, but the Bible remains unchanged
and is always relevant.

A set of Encyclopedias is out of date, a
science textbook older than five years
is now out of date. The Bible remains
unchanged and unchangeable. The Bible
will always be in contrast with the wisdom
of the age. No preacher should ever seek to
reach his congregation or audience from a

scientific, philosophical approach. Maybe
some of the present anemic preaching is
due to this ideology. Attempting to reach
people with a psychological or humanistic
ideology will never work because God
speaks to the inner, and spiritual needs of
people. The gospel of Christ has the power
to change people, communities, and even
nations, (I Cor 2:2). The United States of
America is now proof of what the illogical
wisdom of man cannot do. We are hearing
political agendas, and social agendas
that promise much but will deliver very
little. There is a difference between social
reform and spiritual repentance towards
God. While it remains true that we cannot
legislate the gospel of Christ, we must
however be faithful expositors of the gospel
of Christ. Now is the time for pastors to
proclaim the Biblical message, and to stand
tall in the pulpit. Humanistic reasoning has
taken other civilizations down the road of
destruction. Maybe we could learn from
Christian apologist, Malcolm Muggeridge:
“The final conclusion would seem to be
whereas other civilizations have been
brought down by attacks of barbarians from
without, ours had the unique distinction
of training its own destroyers at its own
educational institutions and providing them
with the facilities for propagating their
destructive ideology far and wide all at the
public expense.
Thus did Western man decide to abolish
himself, creating his own boredom out of
his own affluence, his own vulnerability out
of his own strength, his own impotence out
of his own erotomania, himself blowing the
trumpet that brought the walls of his own
city tumbling down. And, having convinced
himself that he is too numerous, labors
with pill and scalpel and syringe to make
himself fewer, until at last, having educated
himself into imbecility and polluted and
drugged himself into stupefaction, he keels
over, a weary, battered old brontosaurus,
and becomes extinct” (Taken from a
lecture by Malcolm Muggeridge at Stanford
University). Educating ourselves out of the
will and purpose of God leads to destruction
on every level. Faithful exposition and Spirit
empowered proclamation is what we need,
only Christ can produce real change.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS

JIMMY JONES

F

amous
actor
and
author
Will Rogers is
frequently
quoted
for
saying,
“You
never get a second
chance to make a first
impression”, and that
is so true. I know myself that just the simple
manner in which someone approaches me
affects whether I put my defense mechanism
up or not. How we present ourselves can
often open a door to a friendly conversation,
or immediately shut down any opportunity
that could present itself.
Churches are no different. What people see
and how they are welcomed often affects
their attitude regarding anything else that
follows. So, what is the first thing people say
when they arrive at your church? Is it clean
in appearance and well maintained? Is it
easy to park a car or more like an obstacle
course? Do people know where to go once
they are parked? Are there friendly faces to
greet guests with a true desire to welcome
and assist them?

If your church does not have a greeter
ministry, I would encourage you to give
serious thought to how it can impact a
visitor’s viewpoint. A friendly face, kind
words of welcome, and assistance in
finding where one is to go can often make
a difference whether they return. We must
always remember, “You never get a second
chance to make a first impression.”

The Baptist Monitor
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USA NOW REAPING THE WHIRLWIND
Ray O. Brooks

I

n a message to Israel Hosea wrote in Hosea 8:7, “For
they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind.”

God had blessed Israel beyond measure by setting her up in the
Promised Land and supplying her every need. He had requested
her loyal worship. She has now “committed great whoredom in
departing from the Lord”; and God has said, “I will no more have
mercy upon the house of Israel; but I will utterly take them away.”
The whoredom spoken of was Israel’s turning from God to worship
idols. After pointing out the sordid activity of the house of Israel,
Hosea recorded God’s own statement, “mine anger is kindled
against.” Then in connection with this, Hosea wrote, “For they have
sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind.”
The United States of America was settled by some of God’s people
fleeing religious persecution in Europe. Through hard work and
God’s blessings this nation was formed. God-fearing men framed
the government by which her citizens would be governed. Prayers
to God were a part of the work and references to Him were in their
writings. The first schools were begun by churches and the Bible
was a primary textbook; other textbooks were filled with excerpts
from the Bible. Most of the Ivy League Colleges and Universities
were begun for the purpose of training men whom God had called
into the ministry. In the first century of our country’s existence,
Blackstone was the primary book to educate and direct lawyers.
He defined municipal law as a rule of civil conduct prescribed by
the Supreme Power. Also, he propounded in terms the doctrine that
municipal laws derive their validity from their conformity to the law
of God. He said, “No human laws are of any validity if contrary to
this.” (Encyclopedia Britannica, 1965, vol. 3)
But then came Darwin and his atheistic theory of the origin of man –
how man evolved from a one cell ameba. Soon this theory found its
way into the textbooks of our public schools and has been taught as
fact for the last three quarters of a century. Beginning with Adam,
the first man, natural man has always sought to free himself from any
feeling of responsibility to his Creator God. While evolution is both
false and anti-God, it does give the natural man a sense of ungodly
pride in thinking he is in debt to no one, not even God, his Creator.
His philosophy is – I am what I am because of the great struggle my
Grandpa amoeba and “its” following generations endured to lift me
out of the primeval bog of life and form me into my present form
with my own personal and private signatures of fingerprints and
DNA and with the ability to make reasoned decisions. The evolution
man says, “Look at me, look at what I have been able to accomplish
all by myself.”
As more and more educators accepted Darwin’s theory of evolution
as fact, they taught it as fact. Soon the truth of Divine creation was
replaced by Darwinism in the American Classrooms. After having
permitted this terrible travesty of truth to reign in our educational
system for about three generations, why should we be surprised at
the way many of our citizens are acting?

6
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Multitudes of young people act like animals without a conscience
and devoid of reason. Judges in high offices acting on the whims of
individuals and/or the ACLU expel their Creator God from school,
exclude Him from government offices, and usurp the law making
power of the Congress with a ruling that has murdered millions
of unborn citizens. Our God-blessed nation is now experiencing
a tidal wave of attitudes and/or activities by God hating citizens.
These attitudes are characterized by hate for God and for anyone
who speaks of God. These activities are designed to cause hurt
physically, politically, and/or economically to all who dare to speak
in public of their love for God and faith in His Son Jesus Christ.
Added to all this are those who claim to know God and then thumb
their nose at the teachings of His divine Word by standing for
homosexual activities, same sex marriage and a woman’s right to
kill her unborn child.
America has indeed sown to the wind and is now reaping the
whirlwind, it may not be too late for her leaders and her people to
repent and turn back to the God who blessed her so much in the
beginning of her existence. Our Creator, the God of the universe,
spoke all basic species into existence; and set in each a seed to
reproduce “after his kind.” Read the record in Genesis 1:11, 12, 21-25.
You will find the term “after his kind” used in reference to plants,
fishes, birds, and animals. Each basic species is said to reproduce
after his kind. Reason dictates the same for the human being. When
God wanted a monkey, He created a monkey and set a seed in him
to reproduce more monkeys, but only monkeys. When God wanted
a man, He created a man and placed in him a seed to reproduce
more humans, but only humans.
Dear Reader, it takes only a mustard-seed of faith to believe these
published FACTS that declare God as The Originator of the basic
species. On the other hand, faith is not a factor in the theory
of evolution. Persons simply ignore published facts, permit
presumptive theory to override reason and then proceed to teach
as fact a theory – a theory that even Darwin questioned before his
death.
Sub note: You, who yet refuse to believe that God is the Planner
and Producer of the universe and all that exists in it, let me ask
you to consider the odds against every person possessing his own
personal fingerprint and DNA. This could never have happened
by chance. Divine intelligence is the answer, and God is the reason.
If you are still not convinced, think about our space program. How
could those who planned the trip to the moon determine the exact
point of entrance back into earth’s atmosphere and the landing
within a few miles of the projected touch down? How could they
make these detailed plans ten years before liftoff? The only logical
answer is God fixed the movement of the earth around the sun and
the moon around the earth so exact that there is no variance
If you still do not believe in our Creator God, He has written about
you and your kind in His blessed Book, the Bible. He said, “The fool
has said in his heart, There is no God.” Psalm 53:1

Winter Term Registration:
October 26th - November 6th
tbi.edu/academics/

Kirkland Lectures:
“Safeguarding Your Ministry”
December 8th - 11th @ 11 a.m.
Speaker, John Bryant
Watch live @ Facebook.com/tbihenderson

The Baptist Monitor
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DEAN GRIGSBY
Business Manager

I

n September, I gave a Business
Manager report to the Baptist Sunday
School Committee (BSSC) of the
American Baptist Association (ABA) on the
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. COVID
has been very difficult on the Lord’s churches, which has, of
course, impacted sales at Bogard Press. Since March 1, total sales
in 2020 are down over 40% compared to 2019. To remain viable,
we secured a Payroll Protection Program loan, reduced operating
costs over 20%, and reduced the number of employees by 19%.

fulfill the Great Commission and provide ministry opportunities to
writers and employees to serve God, His churches, our families,
and the community. As we continue to weather the storm, we
thank our Lord for sustaining us in His grace. For the LORD God
is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good
thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. O LORD
of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee? Psalm 84:11-12
Join us in praying for God’s grace, His churches, the employees of
Bogard Press, and the wisdom needed to trust Him through this
unprecedented time.

In addition to cutting costs, we provided Sunday School lessons
on-line through August, which served over 16,000 students during
the harshest times of the COVID pandemic on the Lord’s churches.
We sincerely thank Roger Stewart, Terry Parrish, and Mark
Clements, who voluntarily and graciously served the churches in
this effort. We have also ramped up our social media outreach to
keep in contact with the churches we serve. The staff at Bogard
Press has been able to improve our communications twofold,
according to Facebook statistics.
I thank our Lord for those churches who have sent special love
offerings to help minimize the impact of COVID on Bogard Press.
It is a blessing to know churches appreciate the ministry and are
praying for us.
During this time of unprecedented impact on the Lord’s churches,
we are committed to serving them by fulfilling our ministry to
provide high-quality, doctrinally-sound literature to help churches

KYLE ELKINS
Editor in Chief

W

hat’s your big idea? I would
like for you to tell me. This is your
opportunity to share with your
Editor in Chief and staff ideas you may have
relative to Sunday School literature and

Bible studies.
If you have been teaching Sunday School for many years, you may
have an idea on what you would like to see added to the literature
that you believe other teachers would enjoy. Perhaps you have
something you present to your students that you think would be
beneficial to add to our current offering of literature. We would like
to hear about that.
You may have been a student in a Sunday School class and thought
it would be fantastic to add this feature to the current literature.
We would like to know. Whether you have been a member of a
Sunday School class for many years, or you are relatively new to
Sunday School, you may have an idea you would like to share.
Any idea is a good idea. Currently, we have over one hundred
various ideas ranging from new curriculum in print and digital, to
new study books and apps. Every idea we have is good in and of
8
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itself because it can cause other ideas to form. Most of these ideas
have come from here in-house; however, I would really like to hear
from you, whether you are a member or a teacher of a Sunday
School class.
Every idea undergoes a rating process related to cost, discipleship
and does it help meet a need for our churches. Ideas that rate the
highest receive additional attention. All ideas you may send in will
go through this rating process. If your idea scores high, you may
actually have planted a seed for a new product to come to fruition
or additions to existing literature.

You can send in your ideas to me through email. My email address
is kyle.elkins@bogardstore.org
I look forward to hearing about any big ideas you may have to
share.

MONTHLY MISSION REPORT - AUGUST 2020
News: Recently Pastor Richard Merritt and the good folks at Trinity MBC in
Camden, AR, invited me to preach their August revival. I did; and the Lord
blessed mightily. We praise God for 2 Professions of Faith during the revival
and the decision of 3 to receive Scriptural Baptism. It was a great week; to
God be all the glory!
Names: Gena and I spent much of August traveling. The following reflects
our stops for the month:
August 2, AM
August 2, PM
August 3:
August 4 - 5:
August 5, PM:
August 9, AM:
August 10 - 14:
August 16, AM
August 23, AM

Journey Baptist Mission – Bloomington, IN
Columbus Baptist Church – Columbus, IN
Grace Baptist Mission – Hope, IN
Eastern Baptist Association – Brownstown, IN
First Baptist Church of Sheridan – Sheridan, IN
Pleasant Hill MBC – Lynne, AR
Revival at Trinity MBC – Camden, AR
Cross Roads MBC – Benton, AR
Wright’s Chapel MBC – Benton, AR

Numbers: For August 2020, ABA recommended missionaries reported 246
Professions of Faith bringing the associational year total to 535. Those same
missionaries reported 28 Baptisms which brings the associational year total
to 44 in that category. Praise God from whom all blessings flow…
Notes: The Missions’ Office will be soon be producing a Thanksgiving
Mission Offering video. We plan to have digital copies available at your
request. Let us know if we can send your church a copy of the video which
promotes our $300,000.00 goal for 2020.
Needs: August presented the ABA Missions’ Office with several new prayer
requests. Three of our missionaries fell victim to life’s injustices and others
found themselves riding out a hurricane. Remember Interstate Missionary
Temple Meek (FL) sent out by First Baptist Church of East Bay, Riverview,
FL, whose wife, Annie, passed away. Please pray with us for Interstate
Missionary Michael Weiler (IN) sent out by Redfield MBC, Redfield, AR, who
was involved in a terrible automobile accident. Though he is improving,
he still needs our prayers. Please help us pray for National Missionary
Eduardo Magana (Mexico) sent out by Olive Branch MBC, Pine Bluff, AR,
who remains critically ill with COVID-19. Finally, please pray alongside us
for the Interstate Missionaries who were in the path of Hurricane Laura.
They include Jason Hebert (LA), Tim Simons (LA), Trey Emory (LA) and
Julio Anzora (AR).
Furthering the Gospel,

ROGER STEWART
Secretary-Treasurer
of Missions

To view previous reports,
visit our website at
www.abamissions.org
BEGINNING BALANCE		$2,143,514.98
RECEIPTS:
Interstate Salaries
$53,535.72
Foreign & National Salaries $50,021.57
Designated
$38,417.13
Undesignated
$13,520.09
TOTAL RECEIPTS		 $155,494.51
BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE		$2,299,009.49
DISBURSEMENTS
Interstate Salaries
$75,298.80
Foreign Salaries
$22,769.05
National Salaries
$24,389.20
Designated
$38,967.13
Sal/Exp of Sec-Treas. Office
Office Salaries
$12,447.07
General Office
     $1,544.56
		 Automobile Expense
$618.36
		 Sec/Treas. Expenses
$1,312.63
		 Postage
$9.05
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS		 $177,355.86
BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD		$2,121,653.63
DEFICIT FOR JUNE		 $(21,861.35)

Dr. Roger Stewart
P.O. Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050 | Phone: 903.792.2312 | Fax: 903.794.1290 | Email: missions@abamissions.org

DiscipleLifeChurchPF.org
together. It has been such a blessing for
us to have the opportunity to share 3
meals together each day and to walk
through ministry together - as a team,
as a family. Our children have seen the
highs and lows and will know the heart
behind everything that we do. They
are learning that service to God must
come from hearts devoted to Him.

H

ello! My name is Scott Jones
and I am a church planter in

Pflugerville, TX. My wife’s
name is Katie and this summer we
celebrated our 15th anniversary. We
have 5 beautiful children: Makayla 12,
Sophie 9, Jaxxon 8, Maddison 6, and
Darcie 4.

When we ﬁrst moved to Pﬂugerville,
our children were babies. We have
watched as they have grown up, our
oldest about to be a teenager. As
they have grown, God has impressed

10
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upon our hearts the importance of
intentionally bringing them up “in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.”

We start every day with “Morning
Time” - a chance as a family to work on
memorizing scriptures, singing hymns
and folk songs, growing through family
devotionals, and reading aloud books

When we began this journey here to
the Austin area almost 7 years ago (20
months of deputation and 5 years of on
the ﬁeld ministry) many asked what my
long-term plan for ministry was and
I always said, “Let’s plant one church
and see.” I knew if a church would be
started here in Austin, or anywhere

for that matter, it would have to be by
the hand of God and not by hard work
or the eﬀorts of men. During our time
here, through Him we have seen some
amazing stories unfold; 8 people saved
and 9 baptized. What started as a

Bible study, with just me, my wife, and
one other lady and slowly morphed
into a church. We’ve seen many lives
touched with the Gospel and many
people come to Christ and begin a life
of discipleship.

numbers have deﬁnitely decreased.
BUT GOD! God has still proven Himself
faithful and has been such a balm and
encouragement during this time. We
have had three new members added
to our church, two of which we had
never met before, only online.

Before COVID, we were running
30-45 in morning worship and had
multiple weekly Life Groups that
were well attended and personal
discipleship groups, Fight Clubs, in
addition to those. COVID, however,
has proven a time of testing and trials.

Our plans for going forward are
to hopefully meet publicly again
soon. I would also like to take this
time to encourage you to reach out
to Missionaries you know. Call them,
text them, write to them - encourage
them. COVID has been a diﬃcult,

Due to being in such a large city,
everything shut down at the beginning
of the Coronavirus crisis and things
are just now starting to lift. We moved

We chose the name DiscipleLife
because that is what we believe the
Bible calls us to - a life of discipleship.
Living for Christ not just being a thing
we do, but who we are. Our mission
from day one here has been to share
the Good News of Jesus and then
to lead His people toward spiritual
maturity.

unprecedented time for us all. As in
the days of Moses when his fellows
Hurr and Aaron held up his arms to
ensure victory in the battle, we must
come together and hold one another
up so that we may win the day in our
generation.
all of our ministries, morning worship,
life groups, and ﬁght clubs online and
continued to meet, but many of our
members fell by the wayside. They
let the thorns of this world consume
and distract them from staying close
to their faith. We continue to reach out
and have weekly meetings, but our
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TEXAS MISSION BUILDERS
Leroy & Mary Smith

L

Let us first tell you how much we we appreciate your love
and faithfulness for the work of Texas Mission Builders. I hope
you can understand what a blessing you have been to our
sister churches. Without your financial help and your prayers for
the work, it could not have even gotten off the ground. However,
from the very beginning of TMB in 1986, God has been with us
every step of the way. Over 250 projects have been completed
for the churches of the MBA of Texas. These have been remodels,
repairs, and complete, new, beautiful church plants. Your
faithfulness has helped save our churches millions of dollars! They
are very appreciative and so are we at TMB. Thank you from the
bottom of our hearts.
The TMB Crew is working at Crockett for the North Loop MBC.
They are doing an addition to their existing building. Bro. Mike says
they now have it almost completely dried-in and will start working
on the inside. God has blessed us with plenty of good help, so the
work is moving along at a good clip. The work at College Station
MBC is basically finished. We will go back if they need us to put
down baseboards. We thank God for the opportunities to help our
churches in Texas.

If your church needs help with a project,
please consider using TMB. There is no cost
for labor. If you are curious about the work
we do, you can view some of the jobs we
have completed on the TMB website (www.texasmissionbuilders.
org). If you need our help, send a written request from your church
to Texas Mission Builders, P.O. Box 287, Huntington, TX 75949
stating what your project would consist of. The only requirement
is that your church, or sponsoring church if you are a mission, has
been affiliated with the MBA of Texas for at least three years.
Please keep our workers in your prayers. If you are interested
in becoming a TMB volunteer helper, we are always looking for
helpers. Thanks again for your help and we pray God’s blessing
on you all.

TEXAS MISSION DEVELOPMENT
Jim Slocumb

T

“

hen the disciples, every man according to his ability,
determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in
Judaea: Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the
hands of Barnabas and Saul.” Acts 11:29-30
For nearly 50 years (1972 – 2022) TMD has been doing what
Barnabas and Saul did, Giving relief to help our churches with
their needs for land and buildings. We are so very thankful to our
Pastors who have led their churches to take part in sending relief
to the churches and missions in need of financial help. The amount
that TMD presents to our projects is only the amount that has been
given by our faithful supporters. Thank you and God bless you for
your years of continued giving.
Every Quarter there are multiple requests for financial help on
buildings or lands. We are also grateful to those of you who help
choose our Quarterly Projects.
Those requesting funds for Fourth Quarter 2020 are as following:

THE SECOND QUARTER FUNDS WERE
PRESENTED TO TWO PROJECTS.
THE FUNDS TOTALED $26,522.42

Presentation of Second Quarter 2020 funds:

Woodville MBC of Woodville, TX
Pictured L to R: Pastor Lonnie Wiggins, Jim Slocumb, Pastor Armstrong

1. Quaker Avenue MBC of Lubbock, Texas, for their Mansfield,
Texas Mission Building.
2. Walnut Street MBC of Hillsboro, Texas
3. Mission Bend MBC of Mission Bend, Texas
4. Sulphur Springs MBC of Mt. Enterprise,Texas
We are very pleased for the amount of relief sent in for the Second
Quarter Projects. We pray that God will bless you as you have
blessed others by your giving.

Central Baptist Seminary of Del Rio, TX
Missionary Juan Gallegos with family and mission members along with Pastor Luke
Brown and members from Calvary BC, Henderson, TX, the sponsoring church,
Treasurer, his Mother, TMD Treasurers Mrs. Whitely and Jr. Whitely.
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IN MEMORIUM

Steve Phillips 64, died Monday, September 7, 2020. He spent his life
in service to the Lord, pastoring churches in the American Baptist
Association for 40 years with a true Pastor’s heart. At the time of his death
he pastored San Augustine Missionary Baptist Church, San Augustine,
Texas. Pastor Phillips attended Texas A&M University in College Station,
Texas, and Texas Baptist Institute and Seminary in Henderson, Texas. He
was a loving husband, Dad, and Pappy.
Survivors include his wife of 43 years, Kimberly (Morphew) Phillips,
daughters and sons-in-law, Summer Crain and Jared Crain, Shannon and
Jonathan Bryant, Lacey and David Wright, Lindsey and Caleb Morris, Susie and Dalton Steele,
sons and daughter-in-law, Steven Wayne, Jr. and Brandi Phillips, Shane Phillips and Dylan
Phillips. Pappy is survived by 20 grandchildren and numerous nieces, nephews and other
relatives.
Honorary pallbearers were the Pastors in the Missionary Baptist Association of Texas.

Harold T. Turner
November 27, 1941 September 26, 2020
Harold T. Turner, age
78, of Glenwood, passed
away
on
Saturday,
September 26, 2020.
He
was
born
on
November 27, 1941 in
Daisy, the son of Thomas Veston Turner and
Ruthie Mae Dwyer Turner. On February 25,
1961, he was married to Joyce O’Neal. He was
preceded in death by his parents; his greatgranddaughter, Briley Faith Turner; and an
infant sister.

He was saved in May of 1964 and surrendered
to the call to preach that following October.
On January 9, 1966, he was ordained into
the ministry at Bethlehem Missionary
Baptist Church in Kirby and soon began his
first pastorate at Pilgrims Rest Missionary
Baptist Church in Lodi. Through the years,
he pastored churches in Arkansas, Texas and
Indiana, as well as serving as state missionary
for Indiana for two years. He earned a
bachelor’s degree and was awarded an
honorary master’s degree from Texas Baptist
Institute in Henderson.
Services were held at 2:00 PM, Tuesday,
September 29, 2020, in the Bethel Missionary
Baptist Church with his family presenting the
services in music and word.

SPRINGDALE CHURCH PLANTING
AUGUST 2020 REPORT

I

n August, we had good meetings, welcomed members and
guests, moved forward with our building, and made plans for the
fall.

Meetings. On Sundays, we continued to meet in the park. We had
no idea this would be a regular meeting place, but God has provided.
We plan to meet there until we occupy our building. Travels affected
our attendance in August. An average of 35 people attended each
Sunday, and an average of 27 people attended each week for midweek
meetings. The last 2 Sundays of August, our attendance was 46 and 48
people including first-time and returning guests.
On the last Sunday of August, we involved our kids in the message
about David and Goliath (1 Samuel 17). This was special for both the
kids and adults. We are thankful and blessed that Summit Baptist has
many children.
Membership.
We are excited to welcome a new family to
membership! This family of 5 is already special to us. We thank God
for His blessings. Please pray that we will continue to reach people in
northwest Arkansas.
Building. Everything’s coming together for the building we leased. We
expect the remodeling work to be complete in about 4 weeks. We were

SERVANTS NEEDED
Contact TBI Office
for more Inofrmation
PASTOR:
Eastside MBC - Jacksonville, TX
Enterprise MBC - Gary, TX
Grace MBC - Topeka, KS
Golden Meadows MBC - Garland, TX
Hillcrest MBC - Paris, TX
Hinton MBC - Hinton, OK
Landmark MBC - Lakewood, CO
Landmark MBC - Rockdale, TX
Mercer BC - Mercer, PA
New Haven MBC - Clarksville, TX
Nyssa First MBC - Nyssa, OR
Rocky Springs MBC - Jacksonville, TX
Westview MBC - Gatesville, TX

ASSOCIATE PASTOR and/or
YOUTH LEADER:
Alto MBC - Alto, TX
Calvary MBC - Silsbee, TX
Cross Roads MBC - Hughes Springs, TX
Missionary BC - Hughes Springs, TX

DEAF MINISTRY:
Antioch MBC - Little Rock, AR

granted the permit from the City of Springdale to use the building as
a church facility. We compiled a list of needed items to fill and furnish
the building. We need the same practical things any church needs for
worship services, classes, fellowship meals, etc. The estimated overall
cost for this is $45,000. Several have asked about how they can help,
and we would welcome any offerings to help cover the cost of needed
items. Thank you to all who have already given to help cover these
costs. Please pray for us as we move ahead with the building process.
Fall Plans. This Fall, we will have 3 Life Groups, and we have potential
group leaders for expansion when the need arises. Two of our groups
will meet in person in homes, and one group will initially meet in
person out-doors, then become an online only meeting. These options
aim to give everyone an opportunity to attend. We are also planning
outreach and ways to meet new people. We are “planning to be
flexible” as we do not know what impact covid will have in the coming
months. Please pray that all will go well and that we reach new people
this Fall.
We are thankful for
all who support God’s
work in Springdale!
Thank you so much
for
your
prayers,
encouragement, and
support.
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HOPEWELL DISTRICT LADIES MEETING

I

“

broke the bars of your yoke and
enabled you to live in freedom.” Lev. 26:13

A timely patriotic program was presented
by the Spring Hill MBC for the Hopewell District
Ladies Auxiliary meeting July 14, 2020. Based
on the verses of the Battle Hymn of the Republic,
written at the dawn of the civil war in 1861
by Julia Ward Howe over 159 years ago, this
spiritual hymn, reflects the times in which we
live today. The pledge to our United States Flag,
our Christian Flag, the Bible, and the singing of

our National Anthem, reminded us that we are
all Americans, but first and foremost we are
Christians. Government is important, but God is
most important and still in control, His word is
being fulfilled before our eyes daily.
The following churches were present: Spring
Hill, Nevill’s Chapel and Mt. Sylvia. An offering
of $330.00 was received for the State Goal: Bro.
Scott Jones. The last meeting for 2020 will be
with Liberty Hill MBC on October 6 at 10:00 a.m.

TBI ALUMNI BANQUET

T

he Alumni Banquet typically
is held on Monday evening at the
State Messenger Meeting.

It has been postponed until Friday evening,
May 28, the night before Commencement,
and will be held at Calvary Baptist Church
in Henderson.

FREE LESSONS FROM TEXAS BAPTIST
tbi.edu/academics/free/
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PROGRESS @ TEXAS BAPTIST
Thanks to a very generous
donation, our Board of
Trustees approved beginning
a remodeling process of
some of our Student Housing
on campus. Pictured here is
progress being made. We
began with a quadplex that
is the oldest set and was
the only one with no central
heat and air. It required all
the electrical service panels
to be replaced in addition to
the central units. We also
have reworked the kitchens
and bathrooms to make them
more usable. This set will be
reserved for bachelor students
and will include all appliances.
Look for the final before and
after pictures in the next issue
of The Baptist Monitor.
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MBA OF TEXAS MISSION REPORTS - AUGUST 2020
Editor: Curtis Gilbert

JUNE BEGINNING BALANCE:  $82,545.87
OFFERINGS: 

$16,443.21

MISSIONARY SUPPORT: 

$14,450

ADM. SALARY: 

$2,600

EXPENSES: 

(DESIGNATED) -$10



(OFFICE) -$120.87
(MINUTE FUND) -$326.82

JUNE ENDING BALANCE: 
MINUTE FUND: 

$81,481.39
$6,300.59

Since November 1st, 18 souls have
been saved, 7 baptized, 6 joined by
letter and 2 joined by statement.
Note: In August the MBA of Texas was shared
with Timpson MBC in Timpson.
Note: The MBA of Texas messenger meeting
will be held at Alvin MBC Nov. 10-11, even
if face masks and social distancing are
required.
Note: If your church needs a booth in the
exhibit area, call Alvin MBC at (281) 331-6726.

LELAND ACKER
EARLY - LIFE POINT MBC

Low: Attendance was down due to illness (No
Covid, praise the Lord) and travel.
Stats: Our averages were 16 in SS; 18 in MW;
and 12 in Wed. Our offering was $2,483 with
$400 given to missions.
Growth: The church continues to grow
spiritually and numerically. We are currently
praying about how God will lead our next
outreach endeavor.

JOE BOZARTH
CONROE - FELLOWSHIP MBC

Low: Our attendance has been low because
of illness within the congregation. We are
looking forward to a better and healthier
September.
Stats: We averaged 10 in SS; 14 in SM; 10 in
SE; and 9 on Wed. Our offering totaled $3,778
with $402.80 given to missions and $3,002
paid on the loan.
New Class: Our teenager classroom has been
worked on this month-we should be ready for
them to move into it in another two weeks.
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DAVID SMITH
MANSFIELD- LIFE LINE BC

3 Saved: Found out 3 teenagers got saved
during our Reopening Service! We visited a
family and talked to the teens, and each one
professed Christ.
21 present: It was nice to see two returning
families and one new family come to our
services.
Stats: We averaged 13 in SW; 5 first time
guests, and 7 in small groups. We had 3 saved.
Our offering was $2,735, with $200 given to
missions, and $725 for rent.
Live-streaming: We average over 1000
reached with live steaming each week.
National Back to Church Sunday, Sept 20th: It’s
very similar to Friend Day. We have had some
of our best attendance during this campaign.
National Day of Repentance & Prayer, Sept.
26th: It was a huge event in Washington as
Franklin Graham and others called our nation
to pray and repent.

STEVEN HANEY
LUBBOCK - MBSF TEXAS TECH U.

Encouraging: This is the most encouraging
start to a semester! Things looked like we
would not be able to do much on campus but
God opened the doors! TTU was only going to
do the student organization fair through zoom
with each given a breakout room so interested
students could join and talk with you. A week
later TTU allowed an in-person student
organization fair for 100 student organizations
on campus. We signed up for the first of the
2 nights but was told there were empty slots
for the next night! We talked with 175 students
and 42 filled out our google forms survey!
First Study: On August 24th, we had 3 former
students with 4 new freshmen students at our
first Bible study! I got an email from another
student saying they planned to come but got
called away but would be there next Monday!
Support: Our support is holding up and we
are so excited about this semester!

LARRY WATSON
LANDMARK MBC - ROCKDALE

Stats: We averaged 12 on Sunday morning.
Our offering was $1,270 and we gave $40 to
missions.

DANIEL TIJERINA
DONNA - A NEW BEGINNING BC

Praises: I thank God for one more year of life,
and my wife and I, one more year of marriage
(25 yrs.).
The Lord called my uncle, a Pastor for over 40
years, and my aunt, home.
Missionaries: We continue to pray for and
assist missionaries in Quintana, Roo, Saltillo,
Hidalgo, Monterrey, and Camargo.
Ministry: We are working with a family
of seven. We purchased Bibles and look
forward to having services in their home. We
held services at our home and at one of our
member’s homes in Edinburg.
Future: We plan to visit the works mentioned
and continue meeting in homes.
Stats: We are averaging 10 in SM. For questions
call me at 956-240-5717.

GLENN MCCARVER
EL PASO - BORDERLAND MBC

Visitors: We were blessed to see visitors this
month. We were also able to share about
the work in El Paso with Pleasant Hill MBC
in Overton. Thank you Bro. Thompson for
allowing us to give a report!
Stats: We averaged 10 SM, 8 on Wed with 3
visitors. We gave $142 to missions.
Amy: Pray for Amy as she is scheduled to go
for a 5 day study on her seizures. There is the
possibility of the doctor scheduling an MRI or
even brain surgery.

VICTOR RICE
SAN ANTONIO - SHILOH MBC

We start off praying for the victims and
churches affected by Hurricane Laura.
Prayers: We have a member in the hospital in
critical care with a flesh eating bacteria which
put her near death and she also has COPD and
diabetes.
We are also ministering to my best friend, as
his 23 yr. old son was crushed by a heavy
dump truck body falling on him.
Stats: We averaged 14 in SS; 15 in MW; 11 in
SE; and 11 on Wed. Our offering was $7,480
with $600 given to missions
and $1,200 paid on rent.
We are holding all services
and complying with social
distancing rules and
started having visitors.

MISSION ADVANCE
Editor: Roy Culley

Chase & Kelli Reynolds – Indonesia
The impact of
Covid19 has put the brakes on our translation plans until
our team can get together, but our ministry and teaching
of the yetfa has taken off. Pray for us to press on as best
we can. Thanks for your prayers and partnership. Sent
by Sublett Road Baptist Church PO Box 172076 Arlington,
TX 76003.
Matthew Thompson – Arlington, Tx. I have been able to
go back to Cracker Barrel, and resumed meeting with the
college group at Sublett Road for Bible Study. I was accepted
by Dallas International University and was blessed with a
50% discount for the summer term because of COVID-19.
I am also registered for the School for Bible Translation
which begins June 9. Thank You LORD.
B.R. Singh – North India Missions Harpur Baptist
Church building is under construction. The building
will accommodate near 300 people at an estimated cost
of $25,000. At this point about $6,000 is needed to help
complete the project. I am scheduled to return in October
and pray we may continue our evangelisticstic work with
the schools.
Solomon Islands Missions – Ronald Smith. Bro Roger
continues translating and printing books and lessons
for the churches. He hopes to team up with two pastors
to increase the work with the churches in that area. Bro
Timothy Malcana left for Honiara and was thought lost
from the church, but it turned out that he was staying
near Henderson Airfield and organized a meeting there
with people in the area every Sunday. Three want to be
baptized and start a new church. Bro Absalom and Rachel
were finally released from quarantine and attended Little
Flock MBC in Honiara June 28. Thanks for your continued
support of this work in the South Pacific. Sent by Bethel
MBC, PO Box 416, Otis Orchard, WA 99027.
The Estradas – Spain We continue working and preaching
Christ while waiting on the Lord for the results. Some of the
people faithfully attend church every week. Pray for some
who may need baptism. The Lord is allowing me to teach
the Bible to some in other parts of Spain by Zoom. God has
answered our prayers for our papers to become Spanish
citizens. Thank God, Eloisa, Oseas and I received our
citizenship and we pray Emmely’s will soon be received as
well.

The Phillips – in France To all who gave to our building
fund accept a huge THANK YOU, for we exceeded the goal
of $10,000! But it turned out that flight restrictions between
the U.S. and France may not permit the pastor and team
who hoped to come and help the building project. That will
mean delays and extra labor expenses. Please pray for my
French tutor. We are reading Scripture together to correct
my pronunciation and opens the opportunity for her to
ask questions of concern and hearing the gospel. Sent by
Calvary Baptist Church, 4606 Lake Margret Dr., Orlando, FL
32812.
Phil & Elia Gavila The COVID 19 kept me from two ministry
trips but the dear people of Saltillo, Mexico were hungry
to receive the Word as I was to teach. What a joy. Elia is
thankful to God and is now receiving excellent medical
care under medicare A and B. I am to have an endoscopycolonoscopy August 5th and desire your prayers. I have
asked the Lord to free me from cancer of the colon. We are
to minister in communist Havana Cuba Sept 12th. Already
I have felt satanic opposition to this trip. We need your
prayers. Thank you for your support. Sent by FBC of East
Bay, 10102 OLD Big Bend Rd., Riverview, FL 33578.
The Gonzales – Leon, Mexico Last month the ladies of the
church surprised each father with special gifts. The last
week of June Alejandro Ramos got sick. His wife took him
to the hospital Friday night and the following Sunday night
he passed away. He was the first to be baptized; my friend
and supporter. The church had a small on-line service. Zit
was sad, but we know one day we’ll all be brought together
in glory, praising our Lord. Sent by Northern Hills Baptist
Church, Texarkana, AR 71854
Joel Hernandez – Springdale, AR Our church family is
coping with Covid 19 trials and we thank God for your
prayers. We were unable to do our food box ministry
last month. We opened services for two Sundays and live
streamed on Facebook. Our lease expires at the end of
October and we will have to decide to renew for Sunday
services. Sent by El Dorado MBC, 3014 East Main St., El
Dorado, AR 71730
Jack Brown – Colorado Church Planters Sunday morning
services average 7. We are working with several good
prospects and expecting the Lord to give us an increase.
Keep us in your prayers. Sent by Eastside MBC, 1201 Park
Hwy, Minden, LA 71055

PLEASE SEND ARTICLES AND PICTURES FOR THIS COLUMN BY THE 15TH
OF THE PRIOR MONTH TO: P.O. BOX 570 HENDERSON, TX 75653-0570
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1600’s icon of the
Eastern Church

FACTS ABOUT THE FACTS
by John Melancon

O

ne of the Biblical warnings for us is the
great falling away of the end times; that is
having once held truth we no longer hold to it.
This 1600’s icon of the Eastern Church should stand
as a warning to all of us. The Eastern Church, which
is still powerful in Israel, points to its symbolism for
its authority to use these in religious services. They
maintain the halo symbolizes a spiritual person, the
red color clothing symbolizes Christ and the kingly
garb is supposed to point to Christ as the ‘King of
Kings’. Yet it is not true to the Biblical description
of Jesus as the real King of Kings. Having once
believed the truth, many identified as Christians by
the world no longer stand with truth. Our once firm
foundation has given way to changes in appearances
and definition. Phrases such as born again, church,
baptism and similar foundational truth no longer
matches the Biblical description in many cases.
The falling away is from the truth of God’s Word into
man’s religion.

CHURCH HISTORY
by Don Britton

O

ld Palestine, 1844. Isaac Reed’s concern for the spiritual
welfare of his daughter and her family brought into existence
another East Texas church.

Old Palestine Baptist Church (near Alto) was founded in 1844 by
the pioneer preacher, the Rev. Isaac Reed... “To minister the Gospel
to his daughter and her family who lived in the Linwood area.”

Old Palestine Church has continued to minister the Gospel to
families in the area since then. The church is considered the
second oldest Baptist congregation in Texas. No other church in
EDITOR’S
NOTE:
the East Texas region and perhaps in the entire state has a history
of uninterrupted Gospel preaching equal to Old Palestine.1
Old Palestine Church fellowships in the Baptist General Convention.
The reader will note that according to available records, Old North
Church, Nacogdoches; Bethel Church, Clayton; Fellowship Church,
Joaquin; Macedonia Church, Carthage; and Friendship Church,
Marshall, all were organized before Old Palestine.
CORINTH, 1845. This church was organized in 1845, or before that
time. It was first known as Wedgeworth Church. The old records
were lost to a fire in 1910. Corinth is located on FM 1970, Timpson.
The church cooperates with the Shelby County Association, and
the American Baptist Association.
FIRST CHURCH ASSOCIATIONS
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To view this artifact and many others,
contact the school office for an appointment.

During the years of the Republic of Texas. At least three Baptist
Church Associations were organized. By 1853 there were eleven
local associations and no less than 150 Baptist churches in Texas.
1840. The first association of Baptist churches in Texas was
formed October 9, 1840, as Union Association. It was composed of
Independence, LaGrange, and Travis churches. They were located
in what today are Washington, Fayette, and Falls counties.
1843. The first Baptist association organized in East Texas was the
Sabine Association. Lemuel Herrin led in the organization. The
Sabine Association dissolved after about six years due to a strong
anti-missionary element.2 The missionary party then organized the
Soda Lake Association. Out of the association were subsequently
formed the Mt. Zion and Shelby Associations.
1849. In November 1849, twelve churches sent messengers
who met at Old Union Church (now Old North Church) near
Nacogdoches for the purpose of organizing an association. The
Eastern Texas Association of United Baptists was formed. The
stated purpose of the association was to promote mission work.
What later happened to this association is not known. The Rocky
Springs church was a charter member, but presently represents in
the Old Cherokee Association.3
1

Murphy, Marie; “Religion Scene,” Tyler Morning Telegraph, June 6, 1997.

The Anti-missionary party may have been influenced by Daniel Parker’s
predestinarian doctrines - O.H. Griffith.
2

(Editor’s Note: My Great-grandfather donated 6 2/3 acres of land for this church and
cemetery and was the first deacon. My grandfather served as the pastor several
times. DLB)
3

I spotted a girl worker. She was chit-chatting with a friend and I was
steaming!!! When she wouldn’t even look at me, I ripped off my mask
and waved my $10 bill in front of her and yelled above all the noise,
“Is there nobody in this store that will let me pay for my tortillas and
refried beans with a $10 bill?” My stomach was in a knot by now! “Oh,
yes ma’am,” she said. “Right down there behind those two gentlemen.
That’s the machine that takes cash.” Are you kidding me??? One
stinking machine in this whole place with all these people??? One
machine???

I

t started out good. A beautiful Lord’s Day. I was up early and
had spent time alone in the Word with Jesus. Precious time. I had
finally found some fabric that had orange in it, to make a dress to go
with my orange shoes. I love my orange shoes! Every girl needs a pair
of orange shoes. Church services that morning were especially sweet.
I needed to run to the grocery for tortillas and refried beans to fix for
our Monday night bible study. Just needed those two things, so no big
deal... quick trip. Just loving Jesus! I listened to my good ol’ southern
gospel all the way there... just praising Jesus for His goodness to me.
The parking lot was full, overflowing even. It looked like Christmas.
Who shops like this on Sunday?? Good grief!! No matter, I just needed
two items so I could run through that new express “do it yourself”
checkout and be done and out.

At this point, I could feel the cry in my throat. The good news was,
I was next in line. The bad news was, the two “gentlemen” had two
baskets overflowing top and bottom... and they were in no hurry.
Chatting away with each other as if to be enjoying a Sunday afternoon
outing... while I, on the other hand, was waiting to buy tortillas and
refried beans for my Bible Study. I timed it. Twenty three minutes
behind these two... and then he used a credit card. I am not kidding!!
HE USED A CREDIT CARD!!! I could not get out fast enough.
Finally... on my way home, I was a mess!! Tears rolling down my face,
hot, mad tears. I could not remember when I felt like that. It was the
most horrible feeling. Suddenly, I became conscious of the music and
there it was, “Does He still feel the nails, every time I fail? Does He hear
the crowd cry ‘Crucify,’ again?” The tears turned from mad to shame
in a hurry. Boy, had I just failed, and it was Him I failed. How could that
happen so quickly?
From a day full of love and worship to being an angry, bitter woman...
in less than 15 minutes... over something that didn’t amount to a hill of
beans. I felt so much shame... I cannot even express how shameful I
felt. Immediately, I was begging His forgiveness. And in that moment,
I realized how thankful I am for the security of my salvation that is in
Him. I don’t think about that a lot, but if it were not for His security, my
salvation would have been left on the floor at
that Walmart check out place.
Because I can tell you, the
way I was feeling, I would
have lost it then and
there! I pray I never take
either for granted. Praise
Him for His salvation
and praise Him for the
Security of His Salvation.
It’s all in Him.

So... when did they quit taking cash money? I didn’t know!! Nobody
told me! You NOW had to use a credit card. And NOBODY told me as
I waited in line, clueless, with my $10 bill in my hand. The lines were
horrid. I just had two items for heaven’s sake! But, Christian as I am,
I can wait patiently for my turn. That was the first line. After waiting
behind two large orders, I got to the machine with my $10 bill, which
told me I could not use my $10 bill. I had to have a credit card in that
line. I took a deep breath, and not getting the concept, I went to another
line. The whole area was packed with long lines. Once again, I waited
patiently in a second line, finally... about to put my $10 bill in...NOT!! All
I need is TORTILLAS AND REFRIED BEANS PEOPLE!!!

Then, I was just
thinking, I needed
to figure out a way
to make this whole
ordeal Darrel’s fault.
I had 10 more
miles to think of
something... and
I did!!

All I need is TORTILLAS AND
REFRIED BEANS PEOPLE!!!
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M ONITOR
THE BAPTIST

P. O. Box 570
Henderson, TX 75653-0570

The Shine Ministry of Calvary Baptist
Church invites you to share in the opportunity to bless the students of Texas
Baptist Institute and Seminary.
Send offerings to:
Calvary Baptist Church
410 N. Marshall St.
Henderson, Texas 75652
Money will be given to
students on December 15.
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