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D EAR READERS AND FAITHFUL SUPPORTERS 
OF TBI; I hope that each reader will 
be able to somewhat understand 

the feelings of each of our instructors as we 
look upon the near empty classrooms and 
hallways of TBI.

As I prepared to write,  memories of  “yester-years” took hold 
of my thinking and a few somewhat humorous happenings 
captured my mind.  Back in the early days economics was the 
rule of thumb; the school did very little night lighting. 

 I, Ray Brooks, after an all day associational meeting, backed 
the station wagon against the front steps and took a load of 
books down the long, dark and dreary hallway. As I exited 
the bookstore I was caused to “shake in my “TAM” boots by a 
blinding light in my face and a loud voice shouting into the inky 
blackness, “Who are you and what are  you doing in here?” 
These “heart skipping” questions were voiced by two police 
officers just doing their work; which  almost; as the ole folks used 
to say “scared me out of half my life.”

 Now, Let me confess how, that “ole long black hall” tried the  very 
“soul” of one student.  His work was cleaning up the floors at 
night.  After finishing his work; the only lights left on were three 
small bulbs. He engaged the companied help of his best friend, 
Gerry Neal, by just being present with him on the dark winter 
nights -- He also declared hearing President Kirkland (then 
deceased) walking in the dark hall. Pastor Gerry Neal kidded 
the brother about the possibility of such a happening; yet he 
stuck to his story.

Please know that without your continued prayers and financial 
support; this school could not continue this important part of 
God’s commission to Calvary Missionary Baptist Church. 

Let each of us word prayers of thanksgiving for the whole TBI 
Family and dedicate those prayers with generous offerings.
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I 
t is time!!! We are ready for the Fall term and praying it is 
more normal than when last year’s Spring Term ended. 

If things are not what we would consider normal, then 
we are still ready to begin this 2020-2021 school year with 
the excellence we ended the 2019-2020 year, being well-
equipped to stream all classes. All fourteen faculty members 

will be ready to launch our 140 classes for the upcoming year.  All classes may be 
taken by one of three delivery methods: on-campus, live-streamed or archived.         

Fall Term Registration July 27 - August 7.  

New Student Orientation August 17, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

TBI Family Picnic August 17, 6 p.m.           

Class Work begins August 18 at 8 a.m.

School Opening & Visitors’ Day August 18 with a guest speaker at 11 a.m. followed 
by lunch.

Winter Term begins November 17

Spring Term begins March 2

Also for the 2020-2021 school year we will continue to offer our Bible Certificate 
Program for those non-degree seeking students.  The Bible Certificate classes 
are online, lowcost, require no tests, and at the completion of eight classes the 
student receives a Bible Certificate from TBI.

Available beginning in August are three classes that have been especially 
prepared for church use:  Cults (taught by Dr. Nathan Rogers), I, II, III John (taught 
by Dr. Nathan Rogers) and James (taught by Dr. Bill Kuykendall). The classes 
have been edited into twenty-four, forty-five minute segments and are available 
for churches to use possibly on Sunday or Wednesday evenings.  For more 
information contact the school office or visit our website.    

Thank you for your prayer support and encouragement.  We enjoy visiting and 
speaking to churches about TBI, updating them and sharing future goals.   

Also, congratulations to Robert Wallace for his completion of a Master’s of 
Ministry Management Degree with an emphasis of Executive Leadership from 
Crown University.

MISSION:

1300 Longview Dr.
Henderson, TX 75652 tbi.edu

The Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary equips saints to do the work of ministry through a Biblically-
based higher education in harmony with Bible doctrines of the American Baptist Association to 
advance the Kingdom of God through the local church ministry of fulfilling the Great Commission.

EQUIP - ADVANCE - FULFILL

N avigate. That is a word 
I have heard numerous 
times during the last 

three months of dealing with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. It seems 
we are all trying to learn how to 

navigate uncharted waters. When I hear that word, 
it makes me think of the opening sequence of the 
old TV show “Gilligan’s Island”. As their “ship” was 
being tossed around in a storm, they struggled 
and ultimately just gave the wheel a big spin. The 
result of that was they ended up ship-wrecked on 
a deserted island.

That picture, along with all we are dealing with 
during these times, reminds me of Matthew 8:23-
27 where Jesus and His apostles were in a boat 
on the Sea of Galilee and a violent storm came 
up. While the apostles panicked, Jesus slept. 
When they woke Him, He asked why they were 
so afraid and calmed the storm. God is with us 
during these uncharted waters and is currently 
navigating us through.

We are living on that promise at TBI. We are 
certain there are going to be long-term effects 
for us, but God is going to lead. We appreciate 
your continued support and know that He will 
use people and churches like you to help us in 
the coming days. Please let us know if we can be 
of any help to you!
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W 
ho would have thought three 
months ago that churches, schools 
and life in general would be operating 

like it is today? No one. Our way of life and even 
our culture has been totally changed by one 
tiny little microorganism.

As I was surfing Facebook, I saw an article 
regarding a ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court from 1866 stating that 
“Neither the legislature nor any executive or judicial officer may 
disregard the provision of the constitution in case of emergency….”. 
The person who posted the article was making the argument that 
people’s civil rights were being infringed upon by the government 
shutdown and restricting business from reopening. He was stating 
that our forefathers said that under no circumstances are a person’s 
“rights” or “freedoms” as he saw it, to be set aside or restricted. This 
made me think regarding how despite all that has gone on around 
you and me over the past three months, God’s instructions regarding 
ministry and sharing the gospel has not changed. There is no 
“Covid-19” provision in the Bible to stop sharing the gospel with the 
entire world and to wait till this passes or there is a vaccine. Sure, our 
methods may have to be adapted and adjusted, but our instructions 
remain the same. 

It can be easy to sit back during this time. We can all make excuses 
as to why we can no longer do ministry and we have to wait till things 
return to normal. Who even knows if that will happen? I encourage 
you to use this as an opportunity and not as an obstacle. Be creative. 
Who knows how God can use this terrible virus to open new doors 
and provide new opportunities to minister and reach others.

FACULTY INSIGHTS 
A 

few years ago, Texas Baptist 
Institute & Seminary made an 
investment to launch online 

education. The genius of our leaders, 
who were thinking ahead of time, 
and the colossal efforts of those who 
contribute intellectually and financially 
to the development of our seminary, not 

only equipped us to engage and train students where they 
are, around the globe, but also enabled us to continue our 
educational mission during this time of crisis.

COVID-19 is certainly bringing challenges for educational 
institutions that offer online ministerial training. From now 
on, seminaries may seek to expand their online offerings and 
invest more in online programs, in new technologies and tools 
that can improve online theological education. Along with 
that, these institutions will have to keep up with emerging 
technologies and resources for academic libraries, which play 
an essential role in distance education as they provide access to 
digital content and offer online research instruction. And finally, 
those in higher education will have to think critically about 
their educational practice and develop a suitable philosophy of 
education for both online and in-person education.  

The language division, which is responsible for training 
students to exegete accurately the Word of God, is getting ready 
for the new challenges. It is time to advance! As the old Latin 
proverb says, “He who does not advance, goes backwards.” 
(Quinon proficit deficit).

COVID-19 MINISTRY INSTRUCTIONS IT IS TIME TO ADVANCE!
JIMMY JONES FRANCISCO BARROS

CHANGECHANGE
PHOTOPHOTO
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I 
was introduced to the concept of 
a planned preaching ministry while 
a student at T.B.I. Dr. Frank Vaughn 

taught how to plan our preaching, and 
the benefits of doing so.  I have followed 
Dr. Vaughn’s example, and continue 
to teach this process in my preaching 
courses. 

Pastors have many things to do, but a pulpit ministry should 
be paramount. Pastoral preaching requires much prayer, 
contemplation, and planning. Most importantly, the pastor 
should be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s guidance. We teach 
the pastoral students to plan with their own congregations in 
mind. One of the great blessings of teaching is to see the growth 
and development of the students. Planning your preaching for 
the calendar year can be very effective. A few suggestions for 
a planned pulpit ministry are: preaching through a book of 
the Bible, a series of sermons on a particular topic, miracles 
of Jesus, parables of Jesus, and biographical sermons on the 
people of the Bible. 

Many pastors have suffered from the crisis of not knowing 
what to preach. A planned preaching ministry helps to guard 
against this. As a professor of preaching, I must admit there are 
too few books written on the subject. Presently I am writing 
a text book on preaching,  Two of my favorite books are: “A 
Manual for Biblical Preaching” by Lloyd Perry, and “Planning 
Your Preaching” by Stephen Rummage. I have found that a 
planned pulpit ministry honors the Lord, His Word, develops 
better expository preachers, and produces spiritual and 
numerical growth in the Lord’s churches.

I like to remind myself that I am privileged 
to teach God’s Word. God’s Word is powerful 
and has the ability to change lives. I do not 

take the task of teaching God’s Word lightly. Our 
authority as teachers only comes from God’s 
Word. It does not come from the teacher. It is 
important to teach what God’s Word actually 

instructs. Another thing I do not want to forget is that I am teaching 
God’s Word to people. People must understand and heed God’s Word 
for me to have succeeded in fulfilling the role of a Bible teacher.

Of course, Jesus was the master teacher. We can see in Scripture how 
purposeful He was in His teaching and preaching. One of the techniques 
Jesus often used in teaching people was the use of questions. Notice 
how Jesus questions His disciples in Mark 8:29, “And he saith unto 
them, But whom say ye that I am? And Peter answereth and saith unto 
him, Thou art the Christ.” This is the most important question that can 
be answered in life. Jesus wanted to make sure His disciples got it right. 
Jesus often answered questions with questions. This made people 
think on a deeper level. In Matthew chapter 22 when Jesus was asked 
about paying tribute to Caesar, He knew they were attempting to trap 
Him and He used a question to deepen the dialog so He could further 
His teaching on the truth.

Let’s give opportunity for people to respond and learn on a deeper 
level in our Bible study classes. Ask open ended questions, ask probing 
questions, do not be too quick with an answer, sometimes pause 
and ask a follow-up question, and ask questions to stimulate deeper 
thought. People like to know how God’s Word applies to our world 
today. The teaching technique of using questions can assist the Bible 
teacher and his/her class members.

HELPS FOR TEACHERS THE MINISTRY OF THE PULPIT
DAVID PROCTORFRANK LANE

CHANGECHANGE
PHOTOPHOTO



Scripture:  Isaiah 6:1-13

INTRODUCTION

A.  Solomon wrote, “Where there is no vision, the people 
perish.”

B.  Many Bible characters received visions of God and their 
lives were changed forever.  Isaiah was one of those men.  
Let us study his vision and note the lessons we can glean 
from it.

1.  LEARN THAT A VISION OF GOD WILL CAUSE US TO 
ACCEPT HIM AS THE SUPREME RULER OVER ALL. vs. 1-4

A.  A vision of God does not change God, it changes 
people.

B.  He is and always has been the Supreme Ruler over all.

C.  A vision of God does change all of those who get a 
vision.  It changes their attitudes about themselves and 
about God.

 

2.  LEARN THAT A VISION OF GOD WILL CAUSE US TO 
SEE OURSELVES FOR WHAT WE REALLY ARE – SINFUL, 
NEEDY CREATURES. vs. 2-5

A.  The vision we are studying was not a vision for lost 
people.

B.  This vision was to a prophet of God…Isaiah himself.

C.  It is a vision to saved people…saved, yet still very self-
willed and slow to fulfill God’s will in our lives.

 

3.  LEARN THAT A VISION OF GOD WILL CAUSE US TO 
UNDERSTAND THAT ONLY GOD CAN CLEANSE US FROM 
THE SIN OF NEGLECT.  vs. 6, 7

A.  Isaiah was not an immoral man…He was a man of 
choice…He was careless about going and doing the will of 
God.

B.  Without doubt, all of God’s people fall far short of God’s 
will in our lives…short of going and doing what He has 
commissioned us to do.

 

4.  LEARN THAT A VISION OF GOD WILL CAUSE US TO 
YIELD TO HIS CALL TO SERVICE.  v. 8

A.  God asked, “Whom SHALL I send?” and then “Who 
WILL go for us?”

B.  What is the difference in these two questions?

C.  God does the sending; but we must be willing to go.  
God never forces anyone to do anything.

D.  Only when we are willing to go does God send.

5.  LEARN THAT A VISION OF GOD WILL CAUSE US TO 
UNDERSTAND THAT SUCCESS IS MEASURED ONLY IN 
OBEDIENCE.  vs. 9, 10

A.  God knows all things; He is never surprised.  He knew 
that the people to whom Isaiah was sent would not repent 
and that time would come when He would destroy them.

B.  God even told Isaiah that they would not hear him.

C.  But God also told Isaiah to go and tell the people.

i.  Why?

ii.  Because God is longsuffering and not willing that any 
should perish…God gave them an opportunity to get 
their lives right with God…The choice was theirs.

iii.  Why did God send Isaiah?  He gave this prophet a 
work to do that would pay rich rewards.

 

6.  LEARN THAT A VISION OF GOD CAUSES US TO 
UNDERSTAND THAT OUR GOD-ORDAINED WORK IS 
NEVER COMPLETED IN THIS LIFE.  vs. 11, 12

A.  Isaiah asked, “How long?”

B.  God answered, “Until the cities be wasted without 
inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land is 
utterly desolate.”

C.  How long?  As long as there is one person who needs 
to hear God’s wonderful gospel, there is no letting up.  No 
time for retirement…no time to go home.

 

7.  LEARN THAT A VISION OF GOD WILL CAUSE US TO 
UNDERSTAND THAT SOME WILL HEAR AND BE SAVED.  
vs. 13

A.  God has said, “My word shall not return unto me void, 
but will accomplish the purpose for which it was sent 
forth.”  He also promised that those who go forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.

CONCLUSION:

A.  Let us all lift up our spiritual eyes and get a vision of 
our God.

B.  Let that vision change our vision of this community and 
the community of our acquaintances.

C.  Let that vision put new life in our worship and in our 
practice…Let it make us to be willing to obey the call of our 
God TO GO AND TO TELL.”

D.  Our preaching CANNOT CHANGE the heart.  But our 
preaching CAN CHANGE the EYES and the EARS which 
can change the heart.

A LIFE CHANGING VISION OF GOD
Ray O. Brooks
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• 8 to 10 sixty minute sessions per class

• Designed for any class times a church may offer

• Available online or via flash drive

• Technical support available to make sure 
equipment is in place for class

• COST: $75 per church (One person enrolls as 
a Bible Certificate student and can show to as 
many people as necessary).

QUESTIONS?
Contact Dr. Steve Butler

CEO/Academic Dean
sbutler@tbi.edu

These three classes will be available beginning in 
August for churches to use as Bible Studies:

CHURCH BIBLE STUDIESCHURCH BIBLE STUDIES



“W 
e are living in very uncertain 
times.” How many times have we 
heard that phrase in the last few 

months?  Often the context is one in which 
someone is going to try to inform or help us 

through these “uncertain” times.  It is time we lift our eyes toward 
the Lord:  “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh 
my help.  My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and 
earth.” Psalm 121:1-2

There is a familiar story about a man driving a Model-T who 
experienced engine problems.  He could not get the car started, 
no matter how hard he turned the crank.  Several passers-by had 
also tried to help, but to no avail.  Nothing seemed to work.  As 
night began to fall, he became fearful he would not find anyone 
who could help him.

 Finally, a limousine pulled up, and the chauffer asked if he needed 
some help.  Then a wiry, well-dressed, energetic man stepped 
out of the back seat.  He stepped up to the car, reached under 
the hood, tinkered around a little bit, and then said, “Now try it!”  
Immediately the engine started.  The man went to the driver and 
introduced himself.  “Hello, my name is Henry Ford.  I designed 
and built these cars; so I know what to do when something goes 
wrong.”

 

We tend to try to fix everything ourselves.  When that does not 
work, we go to family, friends, or the government for help.  We often 
forget our Lord, who created heaven and earth, knows what to do 
when things go wrong, and He is never far away.  All we have to 
do is lift our eyes toward God through His Word and the privilege 
of prayer.  He has given us a promise, which should provide us 
great assurance and comfort, especially in these “uncertain” times: 
“I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly 
say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do 
unto me.”

W 
orldwide pandemic leads to 
massive panic. Giant insects 
called murder hornets that can be 

as long as two inches whose sting has been 
known to kill. Government intervention 

in the name of protecting an individual’s health that some see 
as intrusion and a loss of rights. Implanted chips that will reveal 
information whether one has been vaccinated or not is now being 
proposed and debated.

         What sounds like the makings of a science fiction movie 
actually are all headlines in newspapers and reports in news 
broadcasts. However, these things should not take any serious 
Bible student by surprise. Believers understand that current 
events may reveal how future events will be played out.

         For the months of June, July and August, the Adult Sunday 
School Quarterly and Adult Lesson Commentary will focus on 
lessons that are as relevant as today’s news. The book of Revelation 
completes all the other books of the Bible as we see the coming 
exaltation of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Any remaining 
prophecies of Jesus will come to fruition in the remaining chapters 
of our study in the book of Revelation.

         The Revelation of Jesus Christ promises a blessing upon 
those who read it (Revelation 1:3). Indeed, you will be blessed 
as you learn and study about “things which shall be hereafter” 
(Revelation 1:19), the Second Coming of Jesus, the wrath of God 
and so much more.

         In light of the current situation in which we find ourselves, what 
better preparation for evangelism might there be than a study in 
the book of Revelation? Consider your neighbors, friends and 
family who do not know Jesus Christ as Savior. They live without 
hope and do not have an anticipatory look for “that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ” (Titus 2:13).

         You will not want to miss out on this concluding study of 
Revelation chapters 10—22. For additional study helps, please go to 
our website or give us a call at 1-800-264-2482.

DEAN GRIGSBY
Business Manager

KYLE ELKINS
Editor in Chief
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ROGER STEWART
Secretary-Treasurer
of Missions

MONTHLY MISSION REPORT - MAY 2020
News:  In the absence of a 2020 Messenger Meeting of the Churches 
which comprise the American Baptist Association, the Standing 
Missionary Committee recommended the “moving forward” of the 2019 
list of messenger-approved missionaries as the 2020 list of recommended 
missionaries with no raises to be granted and no new missionaries added 
to the list.  On Tuesday, May 19, 2020, the Executive Committee [Articles of 
Agreement, Article IX, Section 2; Article XIV], after discussion, received 
and adopted this recommendation.

Names: Unfortunately, because no newly recommended missionaries 
were added to the 2020-2021 list of ABA recommended missionaries 
several men – many of whom were requesting salary – must wait another 
twelve months before receiving their endorsement from the churches 
of the ABA.  This will, inevitably, created hardships for their sponsoring 
churches to overcome.  Please join me in praying for these missionaries 
and their sponsoring churches.  If you would like more information on 
any of these missionaries, please feel free to contact the Missions’ Office.  
We are happy to help.

Numbers: For the month of May 2020, ABA Recommended Missionaries 
reported 90 Professions of Faith and 5 Baptisms.  Those numbers bring 
our Year-To-Date numbers up to 5600 Professions of Faith and 445 
Baptisms.  As you can imagine, COVID-19 has dramatically affected these 
numbers.

Notes:  If your missionary was recommended and approved for ABA 
endorsement at the 2019 Messenger Meeting in Knoxville, TN, then 
your missionary remains recommended and endorsed for the 2020-
2021 associational year.  When 2021 rolls around we will go back to 
our normal protocols, under the ABA Mission Policy, which will require 
recommendation forms (due in mid-April) from sponsoring churches for 
all ABA missionaries – newly recommended or re-recommended. 

Needs: Because the Standing Missionary Committee was asked to alter 
its departure plans from Texarkana to accommodate the Executive 
Committee session, the SMC travel funds were completely exhausted.  We 
currently show a deficit in that fund of $3,382.63.  If your church could 
help us get that back in the black it would be greatly appreciated.

Furthering the Gospel,

Dr. Roger Stewart   

To view previous reports,
visit our website at
www.abamissions.org

P.O. Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050   |   Phone: 903.792.2312  |  Fax: 903.794.1290   |   Email: missions@abamissions.org

BEGINNING BALANCE  $2,214,704.89

RECEIPTS:
 Interstate Salaries                   $63,023.16
 Foreign & National Salaries   $43,207.83
 Designated    $35,272.68
 Undesignated     $13,756.01
TOTAL RECEIPTS   $155,259.68

BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE  $2,369,964.57

DISBURSEMENTS
 Interstate Salaries     $80,454.80
 Foreign Salaries     $22,690.60
 National Salaries     $24,739.20
 Designated     $36,040.68
	 Sal/Exp	of	Sec-Treas.	Office
	 	 Office	Salaries	 $12,020.78
	 	 General	Office	 					$1,089.75
  Mission News & Views $2,437.84
  Envelopes $241.71
  Automobile Expense         $118.47
  Sec/Treas. Expenses      $(80.00)
  

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $179,753.83

BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD  $2,190,210.74    

DEFICIT FOR MAY  $(24,494.15)



Bible Certificate

Desine M. Garza

Larry R. Seligman

Steve B. Walker
Plans to continue serving our Lord and 
Logan Mt.Pleasant MBC. Further study of 
God’s word continuing and listening to 
His guidance. Thank you Father. To You 
the Glory and my brothers and sisters 
in Christ at Logan Mt.Pleasant for your 
encouragement & support. Thank you TBI.

 
Associate of Bible

Brian M. Finn
I plan to continue my education toward a 
Bachelors of Theology degree.

Christopher G. Cates
I plan to continue my education to receive 
my Bachelors and Masters degrees at TBI. 
The invaluable lessons and teaching I have 
received at TBI will help me greatly in my 
ministry from here on.

Kristi D. Cates
I am working toward completing my 
Bachelor of Theology degree. I hope to 
utilize what I have learned at TBI to assist 
in the various ministries at Nevill’s Chapel 
Baptist Church in Mount Pleasant, TX, in 
our community, mission trips, and any 
other places where God leads.

David Andres Pinzon Montiel
My plan is to continue until I get my 
Bachelor of Theology and be ready for 
the Lord’s call wherever It may be, He 
has provided during my time at TBI and I 
know He will continue to do so.

Cody J. Rawlings
I have been in contact with a local Baptist Church in my hometown 
about taking a pastoral position once their current pastor retires 
in the coming months. After a short break from school, I hope to 
come back and complete a Bachelor of Theology degree.

Jason N. Shultz
I plan to pursue my Masters Degree. 

 

Associate of Church Ministry 
Degree – Music

Trenton C. Barrios
I plan to continue my education to receive 
a Bachelors in Theology. 

Quinton M. Springer

 

Associate of Church Ministry 
Degree – Youth

Brian M. Finn
I plan to continue my education toward a 
Bachelors of Theology degree.
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Bachelor of Theology Degree

Aaron M. McGuire

Shawn Findley
I plan to put into practice the principles that I have learned 
during my education at TBI in my ministry and pastorate at 
Nevill’s Chapel MBC. 

Aaron L. Estes

Glenn W. Kocurek
My plan is to continue my education at 
TBI. I have already taken several classes 
towards my Masters of English Bible. I have 
surrendered to the Berean Prison Ministry 
working with inmates in the prison system.  
I am presently working to develop the 
program.

Kunihiko Oba

Jason N. Shultz
I plan to pursue my Masters Degree. 

Jeremiah D. Thomas
I plan to pursue a Masters of English Bible 
this coming fall, as well as, continuing to 
pastor Longview Drive MBC.

Scott T. Whitfield
Lead for Veteran Restart Ministry at 
Emmaus Baptist Fellowship outreach.

 

Master of English Bible

David (Mike) Black
Continue pastoring. I hope to have gained knowledge to use in 
the work for the Kingdom of God. The man of God should always 
desire to increase  his studies in the Lord’s work.This has been a 
refreshment for me and I am looking forward to more. 

Tamara M. Chastain
My plans are to minister through women’s 
ministry by speaking to groups, encouraging 
them, and helping them be what God 
created them to be. I also plan to teach 
and write literature to help missionaries. I 
will continue to minister to others through 
music and testimony. 

Jonathan Johnson
I will continue my work toward completing 
my Master of Divinity.

Michael W. Littleton
I plan to continue serving God and others as 
pastor of County Line MBC.

 

Master of Divinity

William C. (Bill) Johnson
My ministry has been about pastoring 
churches and Christian education for over 
fifty years. With God’s blessing, I hope to 
continue that work, through International 
Christian Publishers, as long as God gives 
me health.

Glen R. Moore
Will begin a Ph.D. program in fall.



W 
e thank God for you always,   
making mention of you in our 
prayers to Him. Everything and 

everyone have been affected by the 
Coronavirus pandemic we are going 
through. Because of travel restrictions and 
other things, we are unable to accomplish 
what we normally can do.

We were able to complete the work at 
Del Rio. We installed the ceilings in their 
building and that completed our work for 
them. We plan to go to New Hope MBC at 
Moss Hill and do some more work for them. 
Following that, we plan to go and repair 
some damage which was done at Pine 
Springs Baptist Camp during a storm. We 
plan to continue some work for College 
Station MBC following that.

Please pray for our 
workers and their 
families. None have been 
infected yet. So far, Mary 
and I have been well. We are trying to 
obey the guidelines to stay well. One of our 
workers, Bro. Russian Lambert, had foot 
surgery recently, but seems to be doing 
well with his recovery. We are trying to 
tiptoe back into action right now. The 
sponsoring church and the workers stand 
ready to get back to work in full swing as 
soon as circumstances permit. May God 
be honored in all that happens in the days 
ahead. Let us all be active in prayer for our 
country while in the midst of this pandemic. 

Thank you all for your continued support.

P 
raise God for the faithful supporters 
that participate in the Texas Mission 
Development program. Their 

support and participation has raised well 
over $3,000,000.00 in helping our Texas 
missions and struggling churches with 
their building needs. They have helped in 
choosing all our quarterly projects. They 
have recently chosen the Second Quarter 
2020 project. We greatly appreciate them.

The votes were officially counted on March 
26. There were only 81 Ballots returned 
(probably due to the interruption of the 
pandemic). Amazingly, there was a tie vote 

of 22 each for Calvary 
MBC, Henderson, for 
the Del Rio Mission and 
22 votes for Woodville 
MBC of Woodville, Texas. The funds will 
be divided equally between these two 
projects. Both projects were very excited 
to receive the good news of financial help 
for their building needs. The funds will be 
presented in August 2020.

The First Quarter 2020 funds will be 
presented to Northview MBC of Silsbee, 
Texas.

S 
pecial thanks to our supporters! Yes, 
I have retired from full-time missionary 

ministry and have accepted the pastorate 
of FaithNLR. I have tried to communicate to 
all of you about this change in ministry and 
to let you know that it is okay to stop your 
support. Some of you have expressed an 
interest in continuing your support of our 
travel and office funds and we appreciate 
that. We will not, however, draw any salary 
from the support we receive. We want to 
say thank you for 37 wonderful years of 
partnership!

Thank you FaithNLR! I appreciate very 
much that the church I pastor, Faith Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock, allows us to 
make two trips a year, in addition to the 
International Missionary Retreat, to visit 
with, mentor, and counsel missionaries. 
We also appreciate those who have chosen 
to support our travel fund to enable the 
continuation of this part of our ministry. We 
thank God for you!

TEXAS MISSION BUILDERS
Leroy & Mary Smith

TEXAS MISSION DEVELOPMENT
Jim Slocumb

PASTOR:
Golden Meadows MBC - Garland, TX

Hillcrest MBC - Paris, TX
Hinton MBC - Hinton, OK

Landmark MBC - Lakewood, CO
Landmark MBC - Rockdale, TX

New Haven MBC - Clarksville, TX
Spanns Chapel MBC - Center, TX

Westview MBC - Gatesville, TX

ASSOCIATE PASTOR and/or 
YOUTH  LEADER:

Alto MBC - Alto, TX
Calvary MBC - Silsbee, TX

Cross Roads MBC - Hughes Springs, TX
Missionary BC - Hughes Springs, TX

DEAF MINISTRY:
Antioch MBC - Little Rock, AR

SERVANTS NEEDED 
Contact TBI Office

for more Inofrmation

TEXAS STATE
LADIES’ AUXILIARY
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WORLD MISSIONS MINISTRY
Lynn & Brenda Raburn

T 
he mission work in Austin is not 
letting the pandemic slow their ministry 
down! They are simply finding new 

ways to go about it and the Lord is blessing! 
As many of our churches have been doing 
during quarantine, DiscipleLife Church has 
been meeting online through social media. 
At the time of this writing, their plans are to 
do so at least through the end of May. Please 
pray they will soon be worshipping together 
in the exact place where God would have 
them.

Being limited by the pandemic certainly 
hasn’t limited the Lord as DiscipleLife Church 
even had a new family begin attending 
online during this time! Not only are they 
using technology available to them, they have 
also reached out in the community by doing 
a drive-by visitation. There are so many ways 
we can still serve the Lord if we will but look 
around us.

Keep saving your coins and bills to reach 
our goal for Mission: Austin! Let’s not let this 
unprecedented time stop us. Rather, let it only 
spur us on to see us reach $20,000 in 2020!



HOPEWELL DISTRICT LADIES AUX
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I’m writing to let everyone know how God 
has answered my prayers as well as yours. 
It’s hard to believe that it’s been 8 months 
since my husband, Bro. Steve Duffitt went 
home to be with the Lord. During this time, 
much has happened. Some of you know I 
had to shut down his woodworking shop 
and get rid of a two story home. People say 
that you shouldn’t make big decisions after 
a loved one’s death, but due to the lack of 
financial preparation I couldn’t wait.

After he passed away, I realized there was 
going to be a lot to do and I asked God to “help 
me” because with all of my determination to 
get things done I knew this was something 
that I was never going to be able to do alone. 
I literally felt like I was David and what was 
before me was my Goliath. I also asked God 
to not let my pride get in His way. I knew my 
church family, Missionary Baptist Church 
of San Antonio, was praying for me and I 
also knew that word had gotten out and 
others in the state of Texas and around the 
country were also praying for me. I needed 
prayers because I didn’t know what was 
going to happen or how anything was going 
to happen. I was in need of God’s guidance 
in the many decisions that laid before me.

Curtis and Ruth Gilbert lovingly shared my 
situation everywhere they went and love 
offerings began to arrive at the church on 
my behalf. That was a blessing I never saw 
coming. Manpower showed up to move 
equipment and woman power showed up 
to help me pack up my house and God sent 
someone to take the house off my hands 
because there was still a mortgage on it. 
Are you seeing how God is moving? He 
was ahead of me at every turn. Every time 
I thought that I needed to do the next thing 
on my list, God already had someone in 
place to take care of it. I literally could see 
God working with my very own eyes. I kept 
saying, “I see you God. Thank you!”

I went to the state meeting in Center, TX, 
in November because I wanted to say 
thank you to all the churches represented 
there. I wanted to reassure them that their 
offerings were safe and I hadn’t wasted 
them. Actually, I didn’t know what to do with 
them, it was God’s money and I was afraid to 
spend it. I didn’t know what He wanted me 
to do with it. A wise pastor later told me that 
it was okay to use it for my needs. That’s why 
it was given to me and that helped me not be 
so afraid. I was so close to Texarkana, TX, I 
decided to visit my daughter and her family. 
One day, while we were driving, we came 
across a small mobile home community. 
It was very well maintained with paved 
streets and driveways. We asked about 
the property owners and the next day, out 
of curiosity only, we found out how much 
it cost to rent space and discovered that 
price included some utilities. Needless to 
say bells were going off in my head. “Pay 
attention Mary. God is trying to tell you 
something.” My daughter and I met the 
owners and I bought a small mobile home 
with God’s blessings and my new home is in 
Texarkana, TX, and my new church family 
is Unity Baptist Church.

When people ask me what brought me to 
Texarkana, I tell them that God did. He really 
did. There is no mistaking His movements 
in my life the last 8 months. When Bro. 
Duffitt died, I reassured the church in San 
Antonio that I wasn’t going anywhere. I was 
going to be there with them to welcome our 
new pastor and we were all going to work 
together. I knew that in my mind and heart, 
but as I kept praying and you kept praying 
for me I kept asking God to show me what 
He wanted from me and where he wanted 
me to be or go and to make it so clear that I 
couldn’t miss it. Never did I think He would 
move me here. While I miss my church 
home of 20 years in San Antonio and I miss 

my daughter and her family there, I WILL 
NOT BE UNGRATEFUL for all that God has 
done for me. All of you responded to God’s 
leading and I am forever grateful for your 
prayers that have been manifested in my 
new home.

One of the reasons I wanted to share this with 
you is because we didn’t prepare properly 
for this kind of event. We forgot that we were 
not going to live forever or be well forever, 
so we didn’t save anything. Certainly we 
know that God will be there for us, but we 
don’t pay attention to how. We should all be 
good stewards of His blessings and some 
of us need to be better stewards of His 
blessings. If you haven’t started to save for a 
sudden crisis, START NOW!. If it’s not money 
you need to save, it may be a list of inventory 
of whatever kind of shop you might have or 
ladies whatever kind of hobby you might 
have. Don’t leave your spouse in a turmoil 
of what to do with whatever you left behind 
because they may not have a clue as to what 
it is much less as to what it does.

Again, I want to thank you for your prayers 
because when all this started I didn’t know 
what life was going to look like, but I knew 
God did. The dust has settled and now I 
know and see what God had in mind for me. 
May God’s plan for you be less hectic.

Love you all my 
Brothers and 

Sister in Christ,
Mary A. Duffitt

T 
he Hopewell District Ladies Auxiliary met at Nevill’s 
Chapel MBC in Mt. Pleasant Texas on Tuesday January 14, 
2020. The program was presented by Ryan Smith, Asst. 

Administrator Texarkana Baptist Children’s Home in Texarkana 
Arkansas. He offered time for questions. The mission statement 
answers many of those questions. “It is the mission of Texarkana 
Baptist Children Home to provide a safe and adequate home 
for orphaned, abandoned, and abused children: to facilitate the 
fulfillment of their spiritual, physical, educational and emotional 
needs; to lead them to Christ Jesus and His salvation; to help prepare 

them to become independent and contributory in God’s work and 
general society.” Bro. Smith’s message text was Mark 5: 21-23. His 
message and testimony was well received.

Four churches were represented, Liberty Hill, Lone Star, Mt. Sylvia 
and Neville’s Chapel, with a total of 26 present. An offering of $172.00 
was received for the 2020 state mission goal. A delicious meal was 
prepared by the host church and enjoyed by all.

The next meeting will be Tuesday, April 14, 2020, at Mt Sylvia MBC, 
at 7:00 PM, in Mt. Pleasant, TX.
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O 
n Tuesday, May 19, 2020, at 2:00 PM, in the facilities of 
Northern Hills Missionary Baptist Church in Texarkana, 
Arkansas, the Executive Committee of the American 

Baptist Association was called to order by Missionary 
Committee Chairman, Edwin Button [NOTE:  Articles of 
Agreement, Article IX, Section 2 and Article XIV].   In addition 
to the Standing Missionary Committee of the American Baptist 
Association most of the associational officers, including 
President Terry Parrish and Parliamentarian David Butimore, 
along with many pastors from churches fellowshipping in the 
American Baptist Association, were present.

Brother Button shared with the brethren that this meeting 
was called due to the fact that the Messenger Meeting of the 
American Baptist Association scheduled for June 23-25, 2020, 
in Springfield, Missouri, was cancelled due to the COVID-19 
(Coronavirus) pandemic.  With no Messenger Meeting for 2020, 
there remained a few items which required the attention of the 
brethren in order to continue the work of the association and 
to be prepared for the 2021 Messenger Meeting scheduled to 
convene in Charleston, West Virginia, on June 22-24, 2021.  What 
follows is a summary of those proceedings and decisions.

A motion was made, received and seconded, that the Executive 
Committee accept the 2019-2020 list of recommended 
missionaries as the list for 2020-2021 and that no new 
recommendations be included.  [Cited with this motion was the 
1945 precedent, noted in the 1946 Yearbook on page 39, which 
states “that the same missionaries, both inter-state and foreign, 
as elected by the messengers at Seminole in 1944, be recognized 
by this committee in the continuation of their services in their 
respective fields of labor.”]  This motion was followed by a 
motion to amend to include all sixteen newly recommended 
missionaries on the 2020-2021 list.  The amendment failed.  This 
was followed by a substitute amendment to consider the 2020-
2021 newly recommended missionaries according to the three 
categories identified by the Secretary-Treasurer of Missions:  (1) 
Change in Sponsorship, (2) Formerly Recommended, and (3) 
Truly New Missionaries.  The substitute amendment failed.  The 
original motion was then passed.

Those missionaries left off the 2020-2021 list of recommended 
missionaries by this decision are as follows:  Change in 
Sponsorship – Fred Ando (Hubbard MBC, Mt. Calm, TX), 
Lucresio Booc (Mt. Pisgah MBC, Searcy, AR) and Yolito de 
Gracia (Abiko BC, Abiko, Japan and Unity MBC, Richwood, TX); 
Formerly Recommended – Carlos Angulo (Sweet Home MBC, 
Prattsville, AR), Percy Hernandez (Landmark MBC, Bedford, IN), 
David Manary (Cedar Creek, Palestine, TX) and Jesse Mercardo 
(White Oaks MBC, Greenville, SC); Truly New Missionaries 
– John Boone (Friendship MBC, Flint, MI), Daniel Branscum 
(Mohawk MBC, Rome, NY), Alfonso Cristobol (Landmark MBC, 
Pine Mountain, GA), Jose Leos (El Olam MBC, Tenaha, TX), 
Ruben Marquez (Gethsamani MBC, Center, TX), David Rohr (St. 
Helens MBC, St. Helens, OR), Wesley Webber (Bethel MBC, Iuka, 
MS) and Devin Wood (Sunbreak MBC, Olympia, WA).

Please note that George Dever (Nevill’s Chapel MBC, Mt. Pleasant, 
TX) is considered a newly recommended missionary for 2020-
2021 due to the fact that he is changing designations from 
Interstate on Salary to Interstate on Designated Funds, which, 
otherwise, could be done at the request of his sending church 
via a letter to the Secretary-Treasurer of Missions’ Office.

In addition to the above lists, please be aware that the following 
previously recommended missionaries were intentionally not           
re-recommended by their Sponsoring Churches for the 2020-
2021 associational year:  Gheorge Cormos (Romania), William 
Davenport (USA), Gene Gabrielson (Mexico), Brandon Jones 
(USA), Alwin Malaza (Philippians), Sergio Rodriguez (Mexico), 
John Strader (Kenya), Dan Watkins (USA), Jeremy Valladares 
(Mexico) and Michael Weiler (Indiana).

Further business introduced by the Standing Missionary 
Committee was that no raises be granted to the full-salaried 
missionaries for 2020-2021 and that no salary raises be granted 
to the Secretary-Treasurer of Missions’ Office.  The Standing 
Missionary Committee clerk’s report was given by Jim Nixon.  It 
included the agreed-upon acknowledgement that it was time for 
the Missions’ Office vehicle to be replaced and that the Secretary-
Treasurer of Missions begin that process.  The clerk’s report was 
approved.

The Moderator then recognized the Baptist Sunday School 
Committee for their report.  Chairman David Butimore called 
on Clerk Dennis Richey to present an abbreviated report of the 
BSSC.  He noted that there were two line items to be considered 
from the BSSC report: (1) to request a 5% increase in literature 
prices beginning with the Winter Quarter (2020-2021) and (2) 
that no raises be granted for the Business Manager’s Office or 
the Editor in Chief’s Office.  Dean Grigsby, Business Manager, was 
recognized to speak to the matter of price increases in literature.  
He explained that this request had largely to do with the effects 
of COVID-19 on the sales of literature.  Separate motions were 
made, received, seconded and passed to accept both line items 
from the Baptist Sunday School Committee.

At the advice of the Parliamentarian, the Moderator ruled that 
all elected officers and speakers for the 2019-2020 associational 
year and the 2020 Messenger Meeting maintain their respective 
roles until for the 2020-2021 associational year and the 2021 
Messenger Meeting.  The Moderator also ruled that all salaries 
accommodated by the American Baptist Association be paid 
until the messengers can meet in 2021.

A motion was made, received and seconded, that a printed 
copy of the minutes, church directory, memorials and other 
reports required by the Articles of Agreement be provided to 
the churches in booklet form.  All reports to be included in this 
booklet should be provided to the clerks no later than August 1, 
2020.

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-TREASURER OF MISSIONS
EXECUTIVE SESSION - MAY 19, 2020



Respectfully, 
Roger Stewart

Secretary-Treasurer of Missions

The vote of the Executive Committee insures that the missionaries currently receiving salary funds from the Office of Secretary-
Treasurer of Missions can continue to receive those funds; however, there remains a list of newly recommended missionaries who 
will not be eligible to receive funding from the Missions’ Office until after the 2021 Messenger Meeting.  If your church can help those 
missionaries between now and the 2021 Messenger Meeting please send offerings to their Sponsoring Churches.

Finally, can your church help with the Standing Missionary Committee travel expenses?  This year the committeemen were asked to 
perform additional duties which required many of them to stay extra nights in Texarkana and change their travel plans more than 
once.  If so, please send offerings to the Missions’ Office.

Lucio Rodriquez

Brother Lucio Rodriguez 
(pictured here with Dr. 
Ray Brooks) died April 29, 
2020. He was the founder 
of J.L. Mitchell Seminary in 
Saltillo, Coahuila, Mexico. 
He was a great servant of 
the Lord.

Royal Burt

Royal Burt, age 85, departed his life on April 
2, 2020, in Lonoke, Arkansas. He attended Mt. 
Carmel Baptist Church and graduated from 
Dierks High School in 1952, in Dierks, Arkansas. 
Royal surrendered to the ministry in 1953.

He pastored two Arkansas Churches: Old Union, 
in Lockesburg and Union Hill, in Bradford at 

which time he attended the Missionary Baptist Seminary in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. He also pastored five Texas Churches: Hubbard 
Chapel, DeKalb, Friendship, Clarksville, Carthage Missionary, 
Carthage (during the same time he attended the Texas Baptist 
Institute and Seminary in Henderson, TX.), Liberty, Ft. Worth, and 
Tanglewood, Atlanta. Royal also pastored a church in Oklahoma, 
Unity, Duncan, while attending Oklahoma Missionary Baptist 
College and served as an instructor for several years. Due to health 
reasons, he moved to Lonoke, AR, and served as Associate Pastor at 
New Testament Baptist Church.

Bro. Burt leaves behind his wife, of 65 years, Vivian, of Lonoke 
Arkansas.

Michael A. Taylor

Bro. Michael A. Taylor was born April 21, 1960 
in Davis Hospital in Pine Bluff, AR. He passed this 
life April 25, 2020 in Henderson, Texas. Mike was 
saved at Mt. Elba M.B.C. in 1969; baptized later at 
the Mt. Elba swimming hole. He surrendered to 
ministry December 3, 1977 at Southside Baptist 
Church revival services led by the Lisembys. 
Mike announced that call to the church at Mt. 

Elba and preached his first sermon that Sunday night.

Mike was ordained on July 8, 1978 at Pleasant Springs M.B.C. of 
Coleman, AR. He graduated University of Arkansas at Monticello in 
1983 with a Bachelor of Science in Psychology and from the Missionary 
Baptist Seminary and Institute of Little Rock in 1986 with a Bachelor of 
Theology. He married Leslie Ann Niva on May 24, 1985 and together 
they celebrated 34 years of marriage and raised two sons in a loving 
Christian home.

Bro. Taylor is survived by his loving wife, Leslie; sons, Micah and wife 
Kelly and Mitchell of Gary.

Ray Williams

Services for Ray Everette Williams were held at 
11am, Friday, November 22, 2019 in the chapel 
of Rader Funeral Home on Judson Road in 
Longview. Ray Everette Williams was born August 
9, 1940 to Lewis and Opal Williams in Houston, 
Texas. He preached his first sermon in 1965 at 
Second Baptist Church in Deer Park, Texas. Ray 

surrendered to the ministry and enrolled in Texas Baptist Institute in 
September of 1971.  He built the Kirkland Auditorium, administrative 
offices and apartments on Longview Drive.  He received his Master 
and Doctorate degrees from TBI as well as a Ministerial Endurance 
Honorary Doctorate for his 50 years of ministerial service. He began 
his pastoral efforts in 1972 at Sulphur Springs Baptist Church in Mt. 
Enterprise, Texas, where he pastored until 1976.  In April of 1976 Ray 
was called to pastor Unity Missionary Baptist Church of Longview, 
where he ministered faithfully for 43 years. Ray had a passion for 
missions.  He spent Tuesdays with his best friend, Ray Brooks, over a 
table at Hushpuppies in Henderson, ‘going fishin.’

IN MEMORIUM
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LELAND ACKER
EARLY - LIFE POINT MBC

Finances: We launched YouTube gaining 
62 subscribers, and a YouTube Bible Study 
through the book of Revelation, using 
Facebook Live. Our membership increased 
their giving and we collected over $3,000 
from our congregation.

Stats: We suspended services in March. 
Services held 4-26 had 15 from 2 services. 
Facebook stats= reached=2,637; Video 
views=2,244; Post engagements=2,272. 
Offerings=$3,079 with $400 given to missions.

Facebook: Online services reached more 
people than usual. My co-workers from both 
secular jobs tuned in to at least one service, 
plus Bro. Roy Ramon shared our videos with 
his congregation. We added 70 new followers 
to our Facebook page.

26th: We resumed in-person services on April 
26th, with social distancing.

 

JOE BOZARTH
CONROE - FELLOWSHIP MBC

Streaming: The mission live streamed on 
Facebook and our website. We had 139 
views for Sundays. Two Sundays we had 
services in our parking lot. Some sat in cars 
and some brought lawn chairs and some still 
felt uncomfortable attending. We had two 
visitors attend BOTH of these services! May 
2nd will see the return of our services in our 
sterilized building. Everyone is excited about 
worshiping our Lord.

Stats: We averaged 12 for our drive up 
services, and our offering was $6,548 with 
$679.80 given to missions.

DAVID SMITH
MANSFIELD- LIFE LINE BC

Ready: We are ready to reopen services, 
simply waiting on Adventist Church.

Outside: We resumed in-person Bible Study 
Apr. 29th with the guidelines in place at our 
Mobile Church patio. Hope to have 6 or 7.

Roaming: We had Bible Studies and prayer 
groups with our members and friends. We 
met outside and read the Word and prayed 
with them.

Stats: We had 4 first time guests with 400 
views to our live streaming. Our offering was 
$3,157 with $200 given to missions and $650 
paid on rent.

Video: I developed video devotions averaging 
@ 2 min. and sharing them on Facebook and 
with friends. We had good response with over 
900 views.

Re-opening: We will start all over again, but 
we are starting with 10-14 people!

 

DANIEL TIJERINA
DONNA - A NEW BEGINNING BC

Praises: God truly blessed us. My son moved 
our truck and hit the gas pedal crashing into 
our neighbor’s truck. God spared Joseph, 
4 neighbors, and me. I had hip, waist, knee, 
shoulder, and back injuries, but am feeling 
much better.

Missionaries: We pray for and assist 5 
missionaries in Mexico. We sent offerings, 
Bibles, Hymn books, and school supplies to 
these missions. 

Ministry: We met online with our sponsoring 
church through Zoom. Easter, Jonathan 
Robles, Josue Vasquez, and I preached three 
sermons on Facebook.

Stats: We are averaging 8 families.

Future Plans: We plan to visit 5 works in 
Mexico as well as the Navajo Nation. We 
purchased a camera and an online service in 
order to stream our services. 

 

LANDMARK MBC - ROCKDALE
God is on His throne and prayer changes 

things! The church has been holding drive-up 
services with 13 people attending, where 

they can also listen on the radio. We have not 
called a pastor, but have a regular person 

filling the pulpit. 

STEVEN HANEY
LUBBOCK - MBSF TEXAS TECH U.

Shutdown: The shutdown continued in 
Lubbock with Texas Tech, and will not re-
open the campus until the fall semester. The 
students will not come back until late summer. 
Two of the leadership students in the MBSF 
moved home due to the campus shutdown 
and losing their jobs. Both are praying about 
whether or not to come back in the fall. We 
are thankful for the continued support during 
this time. We are staying in contact with the 
students through group apps and programs, 
and making plans for this fall. Pray for us as 
we move forward. This virus pushed back the 
progress we made. Pray that churches will see 
the need for this ministry and that those two 
students will be able to come back in the fall to 
maintain their positions in the MBSF! 

GLENN MCCARVER
EL PASO - BORDERLAND MBC

Amy: Thanks to all who prayed for my wife 
Amy, who had the coronavirus. She struggled 
with severe fatigue, frequent headaches, 
congestion and sore throat. It was a long 
process, but she is feeling 75% better.

Even through this pandemic, God sends 
opportunities, sometimes with those we know, 
and others it is noticing someone needing 
prayer or encouragement.

Services: We continue having services in our 
home with our family of 6. We broadcast our 
Sunday sermon on Facebook live.

VICTOR RICE
SAN ANTONIO - SHILOH MBC

Blessings: God does mighty things. We had a 
sister with the virus for over a month  but God 
restored her health. God spared her husband. 
We use Facebook Live and phone calls for 
Sunday and Wednesday services.

Stats: Our offering was $5,070 with $505 given 
to missions, and $1,200 paid on rent.

Services: We had services in the church on 
the 26th abiding by the social distancing and 
face masks rules. We pray for our nation, the 
President, and all of 
the Lord’s churches 
throughout the world.

APRIL BEGINNING BALANCE:  $74,810.09
OFFERINGS: $17,675.96
MISSIONARY SUPPORT: $13,450
ADM. SALARY: $2,600
EXPENSES: -$10 (DESIGNATED)
APRIL ENDING BALANCE: $76,426.05
MINUTE FUND: $6,627.41

Since November 1st, 8 souls were saved, 
3 baptized, 6 joined by letter and 2 joined 
by statement.

MBA OF TEXAS MISSION REPORTS - APRIL 2020
Editor: Curtis Gilbert
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Chase Reynolds Family - Indonesia  The pandemic here hinders 
the work.  But we continue as best we can.  Pray for our visas to be 
approved soon.  Our translation work continues to make God’s 
word available to the Yetfa.  We finished drafting the Book of 
Luke.  The translating team is able to work more independently 
after 10 years experience and will begin translating the Book of 
Ruth.  We began a weekly Bible study in Sentrani twon.  Sent by 
Sublett Road BC, PO Box 17076, Arlington, TX 76003

Holly Couch - St. Petersburg, Russia We had a full house at 
English Family Fun Night.  English Movie Night continues to be a 
good way to reach out to people.  Sat. nights we team teach kids 
their Sunday School lessons.  I recently started a small group of 
children at a library on Fridays.  Their moms wanted a native 
English speaker tro teach them.  Sent by Sublett RD BC, POBox 
172076, Arlington, TX

Matthew Thompson - Missionary in training to take Gods 
Word where it hasn’t been. I start school at Dallas International 
University in June, the first of five terms aimed at the Master of 
Applied Linguistics with a Bible Translation Emphasis. The total 
cost of books, tuition and fees is $33,500. My personal financial 
needs are about $1,400 a month.  I will continue to work at 
Cracker Barrell if necessary and serving Sublett Road BC as 
College and Outreach Pastor.  Pray for me and help if you can. 

Shin & Mitsue Kamoda – Japanese Missions JBA Youth Camp 
focused on finding God’s will. The testimonies of our youth 
showed that the Lord had touched their hearts and revived their 
faith in Him.  Due to the restrictions in the pandemic we continue 
ministries on-line and with personal visits. The Olympic Bible 
Outreach project has been postponed to 2021.Sent by Calvary , 
410 N. Marshall Henderson,TX 75652

B.R. & Elizabeth Singh – N. India  Because of the pandemic 
restrictions, ministry to the school teachers and students in N. 
India has been delayed.  Pray we will be able to return soon. 
North India Missions PO Box 53534m Lubbock, TRX 79453

Ronald Smith – Solomon Island Missions  The pandemic 
restrictions have hindered our ministries some.  Bro Absalom 
was sent to Vanuatu in February for 3 months with funds to 
support him for that long, but travel restrictions will keep him 
there longer.  Bethel is asking for financial support for him until 
he can travel home.  Sponsored by Bethel MBC, PO Box 416, Otis 
Orchards, WA 99027.

Eddie Williams – Turkana, Kenya Dustin Evans from Mt. Hebron 
BC in Lancaster, Ky came to help us organize a village  church 
and oversee the construction of their new building.  We baptized 
26 and they called Bro. Ejikon as their new pastor.  Shortly after 
Dustin’s visit a family emergency brought  me back to America.  
During ministries in the USA there were 71 professions of faith 
and 14 surrendered to the ministry.  I returned to the field in 
early March.  Sent by South Union BC 159  FM 997 Daingerfield, 
TX 75638.

Jim & Sherry – Sofia, Bulgaria In January we began joint 
ministry with Jeff and Grace Shergalis from Wisconsin.  We are 
the same doctrinally and share the same passion for evangelism, 
discipleship and church planting.  We received the long awaited 
immigrant visa for Praise and must return to the USA for a while 
to gain his citizenship.  We feel good knowing the work we began 
will continue in capable hands in our absence.  Sent by Living 
Word MBC, PO Box 1723, Lewiston, ID 83501

The Gonzalez – Leon, Mexico A group from our sending church 
came to Leon to help. Bro. Doug, Police Captain for Texarkana, 
had a session with local police here and shared his experiences 
with the Lord.  The group gave out water and Bible portions, 
worked on our church building and directed our midweek and 
Sunday services, then enjoyed street tacos. Sent by Northern 
Hills BC, 6000 SammyLane Texarkana, AR 71854

The Estradas -Spain  The pandemic restrictions have curtailed 
regular services but we continue teaching and preaching using 
Skype and ministering as we are able.  One faithful family is  
considering baptism, pray for them.  Bible lessons continue with 
a faithful family in Sweden.  Sent by First BC,PO Box 8, Sullivan, 
MO 63080

Phil & Elia Gavila – After a Bible seminar in Cuba I took a walk 
in the Plaza and met two poor ladies seeking alms.  I shared 
some verses from the Bible and explained a gospel tract.  Pray 
for them for realizing what I was doing was not legal in Cuba. I 
went on my way.  Because of the Pandemic I canceled my trip 
to Seattle.

Robert Emmanuel – India  the pandemic has shut the doors for 
regular church services, but we continue ministering the Word 
live streaming and in personal conversations as we can.

Jowel Hernandes – Springdale, AR The pandemic restrictions 
have closed many church doors, but we continue live streaming 
the gospel and ministering as we are able.  Sponsored by EL 
Dorado MBC, El Dorado, AR 71730

Jason Hebert Family – Lafayette, LA  The pandemic restrictions 
shut our church doors for regular services, but we continue 
getting out the word live streaming.  We  stay in contact with 
all our people  Sent by Calvary Missionary Baptist Church,1400 
Homer Rd, Minden, LA 71055.

MISSION ADVANCE
Editor: Roy Culley

PLEASE SEND ARTICLES AND PICTURES FOR THIS COLUMN BY THE 15TH
OF THE PRIOR MONTH TO: P.O. BOX 570 HENDERSON, TX 75653-0570
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T 
his is a picture of what has been claimed by residents of Israel to be a bowl to mix incense 
in. The altar of incense was said to be made of gold by historian Flavius Josephus. However, 
there were many incense offerings throughout Israel in Old Testament times. Even other 

religions used sacrifices of incense including the Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians, and the nobility 
of Israel at their meals. This mixing bowl seems to be of Hebrew origin. Their private sacrifices of 
incense were done after the meal and was called mugmar. 

We do not know for sure what the ingredients of the incense were. Josephus claims there were 
thirteen ingredients but then Bible only reveals four in the book of Exodus. The Talmud lists seven 
additional ingredients but the Talmud is the wisdom of the Rabbis and is not a part of God’s Word. 
But it was made clear that it is a sweet odor offered up to our God.

The four components from the book of 
Exodus (30) (37) are:

To view this artifact
and many others,

contact the school office
for an appointment.

Mixing Bowl

FACTS ABOUT THE FACTS
by John Melancon

18 The Baptist Monitor

This space is normally reserved for a feature story on church history written by Bro. Don 
Britton. However, Bro. Britton is experiencing a series of health issues that have inhibited 
his ability to provide the article. We ask that you pray for Bro. Britton and his family as 
they deal with these issues.

CHURCH HISTORY
by Don Britton

18 The Baptist Monitor

EDITOR’S NOTE:



T 
he hospital is the last place you want to be in a 
pandemic. Oh my goodness!! Bless them all. Darrel was to 
have some tests done on his heart and it had to be done in the 

hospital. We had not been out much, so to walk in a hospital filled 
totally with people, faces covered with masks ....well it was a little 
overwhelming. My first thought was, no wonder lipstick sales are 
down. We registered and headed for the little “pre-op cubicle”, the 
one behind the curtain where you get ready for your procedure. I 
just followed. The nurse came in, took one look at me and said,”you 
can’t be in here.” I must have looked pitiful above my little “wonder 
woman” mask that Cyndy made me, because he then said, “Oh, ok. 
If you will sit over in the corner, stay off that phone and don’t talk, 
maybe no one will notice you.” Well, as hard as it is for me to not 
talk for an extended period of time, I would give it my best shot. I 
had my book, my bottle of water and my box of cheez-its. I would 
be fine. They got Darrel ready, gave him the “I don’t care and I feel 
no pain” drug and off they went. I settled in my little corner behind 
the curtain and waited.

As I sat there, it came to me that this is one of those times I get 
to know if I truly believe what I profess to believe, or if it’s all just 
words. You know, the words we say ... “God’s got this”...”We just need 
to have faith”... ”God wants us to depend on Him”...and of course “I’ll 
sure be praying for you.” So, now it’s my turn. It’s a lot easier to 
tell someone else those things than to be assured of them yourself. 
And, do I really take the time to talk to Jesus about that person I 
have so assuredly promised to pray for. I was just thinking, it’s kind 
of like the test we’ve been taking in our Bible course. We “study” 
the information and then we are “tested” to see exactly what we 
“learned.” Problem is, I hate tests. I do not test well. I would prefer 
to audit. You know, get the information with no testing. Lots easier. 
Less stress. But, we’d never really know if we learned anything 
or not. In the course of “life”, there is no audit available and I can 
tell you, this course has lots of tests. Some are harder than others. 
And for me, there seems to be an abundance of “pop quizzes”...we 
don’t know they are coming until they are there. This is why it is 
absolutely necessary to be totally familiar with the “Textbook” and 
know the “Author” personally.

Talk about tests; how about the Covid virus, the riots, the 
hurricane forming in the gulf... all on one news segment! What 
is going on? How many times lately have I heard that question. 
“What do you think this means?” “Do you think this has to do 
with end times?” I don’t know about that. This is what I do know. 
I know in the letters to the Thessalonians (the letters in scripture 
that address the rapture, second coming of Christ, the trials we 

face daily) these Christians were asking the same questions we 
are asking right now. Paul basically told them to quit worrying 
and be assured God was taking care of it all. He also left them 
instructions as to what they were to do... which in my mind, is 
what should REALLY concern me. What does He want me/us to 
do until He comes? Paul even gives us a list in chapter 5:12-29 and 
again in chapter 3 of 2 Thessalonians. Included in the list is “be 
joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances.”. 
So, I’m just thinking...rather than try and figure out what and why 
all of this is happening and what HE is doing... maybe I need to 
concentrate on ME doing those things He has told ME to do, and 
trust HIM with the circumstances.

They brought Darrel back to our little nook with the news that he 
would be staying the night... alone. I would have to leave. Not cool!! 
I had thrown basic overnight stuff in my purse, just in case. I really 
didn’t think we would be staying and for sure I never dreamed he 
would have to stay without me. He did not have a separate bag and 
I sure wasn’t leaving him my purse. I was trying to find something 
he could use, and there it was, of course, perfect! My cheez-it box. I 
emptied what was left of the cheez-its in my purse (we don’t waste 
any cheez-its) which left a perfect size “little orange tote” for all 
of his accessories. It really was perfect. I was quite proud of my 
creativity and Darrel, well, he was 
just elated!!. Actually, he was 
so drugged, he just laid there 
and smiled. I kissed him 
good-bye and explained 
that I wasn’t allowed to 
stay. He nodded, then 
motioned for me to come 
close. Knowing he had 
something really sweet 
to tell me, I leaned down 
to listen, with great 
expectation, and heard 
him say, “we need to go 
pick up about four more 
laying hens next week.” 
Yep, that’s my man!

I emptied what was left of 
the cheez-its in my purse...
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