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O n the third Sunday of December 
2019 I, Ray O. Brooks, began my 
sixty seventh year of pastoring 

the Long Branch MBC of Long Branch, 
Texas.  On March 7, 2020 I WILL Be three 
years short of 100.

After moving my family of four to Henderson, Texas in 
September 1953, I continued to pastor Hopewell MBC of 
Navarro of Navarro County Texas. Finding the weekly 250 
mile round trip   too hard on my family, I resigned.  Soon after 
enrolling as a first year student; I was invited to preach at Long 
Branch MBC “in view of a call.”

After accepting the call of said church, I preached my first 
sermon as their pastor the third Sunday of December, 1953.

Since I had a degree in Agricultural Education and seven 
years of classroom teaching, my schooling was doing well as 
was my pastoring. When Instructor L.J. Odom was called to be 
President of Oklahoma Missionary Baptist Institute, I was asked 
to teach some classes.

And later when Brother George Crawford moved to Denison, 
Texas; I was asked to serve as Registrar and teach additional 
classes. When Dr. Albert Garner moved to work with the 
Florida school; I was asked to add the position of Dean to my 
work load.  

Then came January 1972 and the death of my “Father in the 
Faith” – Dr. A.J. Kirkland. In keeping with “Texas Baptist Institute 
Foundation Agreement” the faculty met to discuss and choose 
whomever they would recommend to serve as president to 
the sponsoring church, Calvary MBC.  The faculty voted to 
recommend Ray O. Brooks.  The sponsoring church voted to 
accept the recommendation of the faculty. There followed a 
short installation service in which  Ray O. Brooks was installed 
as the third president of Texas Baptist Institute; an honored  
position he continues to hold; but  with limited activity. The 
administration of the school is in the highly qualified hands of 
Chief Executive Officer Dr. Steve Butler.

I continue to teach some classes, assist in preparing copy for 
the Baptist Monitor and am engaged in writing the History of 
Texas Baptist Institute and Seminary.

As I have since the early days of 1972, I now thank you for your 
prayerful and financial support without which we could not do 
this God- ordained work.
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CEO / Academic Dean

ROBERT WALLACE
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I 
t is a blessing to serve at Texas 
Baptist Institute and Seminary! 
Over Christmas I thought about God’s 

blessings on my life which include forty-
four years of teaching and serving at 1300 
Longview Drive in Henderson. 

March 3 we will begin our Spring Term of the 2019-2020 school 
year.  A listing of all our classes are included in this issue of the 
Baptist Monitor. Plans include each Department of our school:  
Music Department, Youth Department, Ministry/Theology and 
most important of all Preaching. I applaud each of our faithful 
faculty, 14 in all, who are dedicated to teaching the 155 classes 
offered in a school year.

I also want to give thanks for those teaching in our Extension 
Learning Centers throughout the State of Texas.  Additional 
locations are being considered for the 2020-2021 school year.  
Extension Learning Centers make it possible for a person to 
take TBI&S classes who cannot move to Henderson.  These 
classes are for those who want to sharpen skills for service in 
their churches.

The other area which helps develop individuals abilities to 
serve in their churches is the Bible Certificate Program from 
TBI&S.  These classes are all online, no tests with a student 
receiving a Bible Certificate after completing eight classes.

It is an honor to serve at TBI&S.  My prayer is that we continue 
to fulfill our Mission Statement in all of our efforts to serve God!  
Pray for those teaching and those taking classes in the Spring 
Term.  All necessary information for Spring Term can be found 
at TBI.edu.

MISSION:

1300 Longview Dr.
Henderson, TX 75652 tbi.edu

The Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary equips saints to do the work of ministry through a Biblically-
based higher education in harmony with Bible doctrines of the American Baptist Association to 
advance the Kingdom of God through the local church ministry of fulfilling the Great Commission.

EQUIP - ADVANCE - FULFILL

2020! New year, new decade. 
I am sure there are many in my 
generation who remember having 
discussions in school, seeing 
things in movies or TV shows (The 
Jetsons!), and even daydreaming 

about what it would be like in 2020. Well, for most of 
us, our imagination was MUCH bigger than what reality 
could live up to.

As we turn the corner to a new decade, many I have 
seen are taking time to reflect on the past decade and the 
progress they have made. To say that the 2010s were a time 
of progress for TBI would be the biggest understatement of 
the new decade. Seeing enrollment grow from 25 in 2010 
to 94 in 2019 and beginning the accreditation process 
and achieving Candidate Status are two of achievements 
of which we are most proud & thankful.

That being said, we are not resting on past achievements. 
In fact, we are working toward even bigger ones for the 
2020s. Things like reaching initial accreditation and 
rolling out a Facilities Master Plan are just two of the 
initiatives on which we are already working. Seeing those 
two things become reality could make this decade even 
more monumental than the last.

Thank you so much for your continued prayers and 
financial support. It is only because of those that we are 
able to do what we do. Please let us know if you would like 
more information or a personal visit to hear more about 
this mission project in which you are investing.
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G 
reetings from T.B.I. and welcome to 
2020, what some have termed, “The 
Perfect Year”, and you know, it could 

be if the Lord should return this year.

A new year always seems to bring about 
a freshness with anticipation of new and 
better things to come. As we look back 

on the previous year, we see highs and lows, but with the turn 
of the calendar, we tend to set that aside as, “last year” and get 
reenergized with expectations of bigger and better things on the 
horizon.

A new year also often brings about a reassessment of our life 
situation. This is the time we make commitments to lifestyle 
changes such as better eating habits or getting more exercise, 
and even recommitting ourselves to scripture reading and a 
closer relationship to the Lord. Examining ourselves is good, 
both physically and spiritually. In Lamentation 3:40, Jeremiah is 
questioning why a man would complain about any of the events of 
life when he knows that God is in ultimate control, and in response 
to his quest, he states, “Let us examine and probe our ways, And 
let us return to the LORD.”

No doubt, we can all look back on 2019 and see areas that could 
have been better; areas we may have gotten a bit sidetracked. 
A first step in making this a better year is to follow Jeremiah’s 
admonition and examine our ways. We need to look at things 
honestly and make an honest evaluation. Then, based on what 
we see, we need to view things from the perspective that God is 
ultimately in control and place our faith and trust in His care. That 
doesn’t mean all the trials of the coming year will disappear, just 
our perspective regarding those trials will change and that will 
definitely make this year more peaceful, fulfilling, and thereby, a 
“better year.”

FACULTY INSIGHTS 
T 

exas Baptist Institute & Seminary 
has a long history of equipping saints 
to proclaim the gospel of Christ. The 

ultimate goal of our academic, exegetical and 
theological endeavor is the proclamation of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.

The Greek word for “gospel” is euangelion, 
which literally means “good message” or “good news”. In the context 
of early Christianity, the Roman Emperor was known as son of god, 
savior, and bringer of “good news” (euangelion). It is not just by 
coincidence that Mark begins his Gospel confronting the current 
Roman beliefs with these initial words: “The beginning of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (1.1). According to his Gospel, Jesus 
Christ is the true Son of God and Savior, not the Roman Emperor, 
and He is the one who brings the “good news (euangelion) of the 
kingdom of God” to the world (1.14).

In the New Testament, euangelion is the good news proclaimed by 
Jesus (e.g., Mk 1.14-15), or the good news about Jesus, as it occurs in 
the Pauline Letters: “the gospel of Christ” (1 Thess 3:2; Gal 1:7; Phil 1:27; 
1 Cor 9:12; 2 Cor 2:12; 9:13; 10:14; Rom 15:19); “the gospel of his Son” 
(Rom 1:9); “the gospel of our Lord Jesus” (2 Thess 1:8); “the gospel 
of the glory of Christ” (2 Cor 4:4). In other words, euangelion is the 
good news about the person, life, ministry, passion, death, burial, 
resurrection, ascension, lordship and coming of Jesus Christ, it is the 
content of the Christian message, “the power of God to salvation for 
everyone who believes” (Rom 1.16).

Therefore, the euangelion of Jesus Christ is what the disciples must 
study and proclaim, and each of our instructors is fully committed to 
“the gospel of our Lord Jesus”.

NEW AND IMPROVED THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
JIMMY JONES FRANCISCO BARROS, PhD
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I 
have always 
a p p r e c i a te d 
and been 

challenged by I 
Chronicles 12:32, 
“And of the children 
of Issachar, which 
were men that had 

understanding of the times, to know 
what Israel ought to do; the heads of 
them were two hundred; and all their 
brethren were at their commandment.” 
This verse speaks to a time of transition 
in the history of Israel. King Saul had died 
in battle and David had been made King 
of Israel. This was a time of healing and 
a time of change. There is a long list of 
influential people who assisted David. I 
like what is said about the men of the tribe 
of Issachar. They had an understanding 
of the times and knew what to do. 

I believe that as Christians we are called 
to understand our times and to know 
what to do. In order to do that we have 
to be students of people and students 
of God’s Word. Honestly, I feel a little 
sheltered living in East Texas. Often, I 
think everyone holds to the same or, at 
least, similar beliefs that I hold to as well. 
In today’s society that is not the case. We 
have to listen to people and really try to 
understand their thoughts and ideas and 
from where they are coming. As we learn 
and study God’s Word we are then able to 
more effectively help people apply God’s 
Word to their lives. Let us seek to know 
God’s Word and learn about people so 
we might be able to assist people in life 
change, seeing people come to know 
the Lord as Savior and to grow in their 
relationship with Him.

H appy New Year everyone!! We are blessed with another 
opportunity to examine ourselves and consider what changes 
we need to make. Many people make resolutions. But, often 

those resolutions don’t last. It has been noted through research that the 
fateful day for most resolutions is January 12th. A whole 12 days!!  In fact, 
about 80% of resolutions will fail within 6 weeks. It is estimated that only 
8% of resolutions actually become new habits.

Weight management, exercise, money management, salt consumption, and sugar 
consumption are all good goals.  However, positive changes in our Bible study, prayer time, 
personal devotionals, worship, and Sunday school attendance are more important.  In fact, if 
we make these positive spiritual changes, they help us make any needed physical changes.  

We know that Christ would have us make changes that make us more responsible and more 
like Him. Why are we not able to follow through with our desire to make these changes? Why 
do our promises to make changes fail so easily? The truth is that it takes a lot of determination, 
time, and practice to make lasting changes and develop new habits.  Whether these habits 
are of a physical or spiritual nature, they are really in our mindset.  In Romans 12:2, the 
Apostle Paul talks about renewing our mind. He told us a long time ago what researchers 
in the early 80’s came to realize. Prochaska & DiClemente in 1983 indicated that there are 
actually 5 stages to making lasting changes. And, it starts with our thoughts!  Imagine that!

Stage 1 is called precontemplation.  This means a person doesn’t even want to consider 
making changes. Stage 2 is called contemplation. This is when a person is actually 
considering making changes.  But, there is still a lot of ambivalence about the changes. Stage 
3 is called determination.  This is when a person moves past ambivalence about the change 
and will make an active attempt at the change in the near future.  Stage 4 is the action stage. 
This is when people have actually made changes and intend to continue to move forward 
with these changes. Those in this stage will follow through with their resolutions a little longer.  
Stage 5 is the maintenance stage.  In this stage, people are follow through with their changes 
and live up to their resolutions.  It usually takes about 66 days of new behaviors to form a new 
habit.  Maintenance by definition means we need to continue to work on it.  

Beware!! Old behaviors, or habits, don’t go away. They are waiting for us to fail to follow through 
with our new attitudes and behaviors. The old thinking is still in our thought processes.  We 
can actually move from the maintenance stage back to the precontemplation stage very 
quickly. Some of us have experienced this. How disappointing and frustrating it is when we 
fail to live up to what we believe Christ would have us to be. If this happens, we need to 
confess, repent, and begin the process again.

Remember that our behavior begins with our thoughts. That’s why Paul tells us to “be 
transformed by the renewing of our mind.” If we do that, we can “prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of the Lord.”

MAKING CHANGES THAT LAST UNDERSTANDING
FRANK LANEJAMES RONEY



W 
e are about to step into the bobbing boat for the voyage 
into a new year. Therefore, it would be good for us to fully 
commit our lives to a guide who knows the unchartered 

waters into which we are about to enter. It would be wise as we 
begin our voyage to remember the warning of wise Solomon. It was 
he who wrote, “BOAST NOT THYSELF OF TOMORROW; FOR THOU 
KNOWEST NOT WHAT A DAY MAY BRING FORTH.” (Proverbs 27:1)

We have no way of knowing what each day of the new year will 
bring, but most of us know that our greatest desire for the new year 
can be expressed in one word, “PEACE.”

The word “peace” is used nearly three hundred times in the Bible. It is the word that 
appears in newspapers throughout the world most every day. It is the word that has 
been the theme of thousands of sermons. Yes, the word “peace” is a priceless national 
commodity; however, it is a more priceless individual commodity.

Despite our desire for peace, we often experience misery. We sometimes wish for that 
place described by Louise Fletcher Tarkington in “The Land of Beginning Again”:

So I wish that there were some wonderful place
Called the Land of Beginning Again,
Where all our mistakes and all our heartaches
And all of our poor selfish grief
Could be dropped like a shabby old coat at the door
And never put on again.

With God’s Book before me, I am bold when declaring that you can have a peaceful trip 
across the days, weeks, and months of 2020. For your peace, you must make the Prince of 
Peace, Jesus, captain of the ship! When He is captain, all will be well!

In the early thirties, when the depression had our country shivering and business 
curves were turning down, George Beverly Shea was offered a fabulous salary to go into 
radio singing and music composition. Something made him hesitate. He’s told so many 
times that he didn’t know what made him put off from day to day signing a contract. His 
mother, who was a beautiful Christian, had always wanted him to give his voice to God. 
One day, she copied two verses of Scripture and laid them on the piano. Shea came in and 
found them and sat awhile meditating upon them. His fingers began wandering across the 
keyboard and then there came to him this beautiful song that has been sung by millions:

I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold
I’d rather be His than have riches untold.
I’d rather have Jesus than houses or lands.
I’d rather be led by His nail-pierced hand;
Than to be the king of a vast domain
And be held in sin’s dread sway.
I’d rather have Jesus than anything
This world affords today.

Friend, wouldn’t you want this in your life, this perfect peace that God offers? I do not 
know of any way you can have it except to make this alliance with God and give him 
yourself, your life, your will, your substance.

WHO WILL BE THE CAPTAIN OF YOUR SHIP?
Reprinted from “Spreading the Word Ministry”, Buck Nicholson
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EXTENSION 
LEARNING CENTERS

Register at tbi.edu
under Extension Site Name

Third Term Extension Classes 
Tuesday Evening, March 3.

NORTHSIDE MBC, SNYDER TX

Instructors: Ron Davis, Monty 
Hilliard, Nathan Simmons

Classes:
• Personal Evangelism
• Ministerial Practicalities
• Exposition of Romans

ALVIN MBC, ALVIN TX

Instructors: Justin Gatlin, David 
Thompson

Classes:
• Christian Doctrine I
• Life of Christ

NEW LIBERTY MBC, GARLAND TX

Instructors: Mark Clements, Jay 
Gibson, Jonathan Smith

Classes:
• Christian Doctrine II
• Youth Ministry Methods - Reaching 

the Next Generation
• Ephesians - Colossians

HENDERSON THIRD 
TERM CLASSES 
INCLUDE:
Associate of Bible Degree
Year One:
• Exodus - Deuteronomy
• Discipleship II
• Ministerial Practicalities
• Pastoral Epistles
• Bible Backgrounds
• Romans
• Life of Christ
• Biblical Youth Ministry I

Associate of Bible Degree
Year Two:
• Christian Leadership
• Church History II
• Bible English II
• Bible Related History
• Philosophy of Worship
• Intermediate Homiletics
• Elementary Greek III
• Galatians

Associate of Church Ministry
Music
• Applied Music III
• Elementary Harmony II
• Philosophy of Worship
• Intermediate Harmony III

Associate of Church Ministry
Youth
• Biblical Youth Ministry I
• Ministry to Parents
• Youth Counseling

Bachelor of Theology - Year Three
• Defense of the Faith
• Acts/Biblical Church Planting
• Hebrews
• Scriptural Church Association
• Conflict Management
• Revelation
• Church Administration
• Intermediate New Testament 

Interpretation III
• OT - Zechariah
• Intermediate Greek III
• Elementary Hebrew III

Bachelor of Theology - Year Four
• Apologetics
• History of Preaching
• OT - Proverbs
• Advanced NT Interpretation III
• Advanced Greek III
• Intermediate Hebrew III

Master of English Bible:
• Systematic Theology III
• OT - Ecclesiastes
• History of English Bible
• Educational Leadership

Master of Theological Studies:
• Thesis Writing II
• Pastoral Care
• Pastoral Preaching
• Educational Administration
• Teaching Adults
• Pastoral Counseling
• Pastoral Leadership

Master of Divinity:
• Preaching the NT
• Christian Ethics
• Internship

THIRD TERM BEGINS MARCH 3RD

REGISTRATION FEB 11TH - 21ST

Classes Available at Henderson, Snyder, Alvin & Garland Campuses
as well as Live-Streamed & On-Demand



H 
ave you ever thought about the 
difference between a question mark 
and an exclamation mark?  They 

are very similar in construction, yet a little 
curve at the top makes the question mark a 

symbol of doubt rather than a sign of certainty that comes with an 
exclamation mark.  When it comes to living for Christ, there seem 
to be many more people skilled in the use of the question mark 
than the exclamation mark.

There are no doubt times when we should be a questioning 
people.  Our enemy is busy sowing seeds of lies and doubt.  We 
must discern between truth and lies.  In these last days, perilous 
times have come, God’s Word is not popular, and many have fallen 
away, ashamed of the gospel message of Jesus.  It is a time of chaos 
and confusion. 

Yet, within all the chaos and confusion, the need for people of 
faith to be convicted and convinced of the truth has never been 
greater.  We need to replace questioning reluctance with sincere 
and dedicated Christian love and service.  Until our family, friends 
and neighbors accept the fundamental truths of God’s Word, they 
are in for miserable and often tragic days.  They need to see that 
we … “know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom 
ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Acts 2:36

 

God has called us to be a people of faith, who have studied and 
experienced the truths of His Word.  Only the truth of God’s Word 
can straighten out the questions of a chaotic and confusing life and 
turn them into exclamation points of genuine compassion, deep 
conviction and accomplished service.  When we fully submit to 
Jesus, we can express the confidence of a faithful Christian walk, 
which is not rooted in our own abilities, but in the Person and 
power of Jesus Christ.  … “I am not ashamed, for I know whom 
I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him against that day.” II Timothy 1:12

W 
orkers in a factory hung a five-
hundred-pound steel beam from 
the ceiling with a chain. Beside 

the steel beam and chain, a simple cork 
dangled from a piece of fine thread. The two 

objects made for quite a comparison in the factory where steel 
was shaped into various objects with intense heat and force.

As visitors came through the area, the factory workers were asked 
about this unusual sight. The workers proudly stated that they 
could move the steel beam with just the tiny cork. That seemed 
impossible.

The workers took the cork and pulled back on the string, allowing 
the cork to hit the beam. The first time this happened, the cork 
merely bounced off the seemingly unmovable beam. However, 
after repeatedly hitting the beam with the cork for several minutes, 
the beam began to vibrate. Several minutes more with the cork 
hitting the beam and the beam began to move.

Within thirty minutes of the cork hitting the beam, the beam began 
to swing. The cork, with faithful consistency, managed to influence 
the beam to move.

Every child of God makes an impact upon other people. God is 
pleased when His children faithfully live obedient lives that lead 

others to Jesus Christ. The Lord’s churches corporately, and 
members of them individually, are to be salt of the earth. Salt has 
tremendous influencing power to heal and to preserve. Every 
child of God by his external Godly witness has opportunities to 
make an eternal, inward difference to those who are unsaved.

Paul wrote to the Thessalonians that they “were ensamples to all 
that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. For from you sounded out 
the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in 
every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad: so that we 
need not to speak any thing.”

DEAN GRIGSBY
Business Manager

KYLE ELKINS
Editor in Chief
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ROGER STEWART
Secretary-Treasurer
of Missions

MONTHLY MISSION REPORT - DECEMBER 2019
News: The blessings of the Lord continue to flow into the Missions Office 
via the 2019 Thanksgiving Mission Offering, though noticeably slower.  
Offerings received to date came from 277 churches, missions and 
individuals, most of which were in the United States; however, some came 
from Philippines, Mexico, Costa Rica and Japan.  As of this writing, the 
offerings total $228,294.15.  Praise the Lord and thank you, dear people of 
God, for your generosity.

Names: I want to especially thank South Crossett Missionary Baptist 
Church in Crossett, Arkansas, for her very generous offering.  I isolate 
this church only because, after many months of arduous prayer and 
effort, she closed the doors on the work in Roswell, New Mexico, sold its 
assets and distributed the funds among mission works in the American 
Baptist Association.  Not only did she share a substantial portion of 
those proceeds with the Missions Office, she also received a handsome 
Thanksgiving Offering which was added to the check sent to us.  Thank 
you, South Crossett MBC and Pastor Barry Carter, and may God bless you 
richly.

Numbers: For the Christmas month of December the recommended 
missionaries reported 478 professions of faith and 22 baptisms which 
brings our totals, since the ABA Messenger Meeting in June, to 3836 
professions of faith and 299 baptisms.  For these incredible numbers 
the churches and missionaries praise God from whom all blessings flow.

Needs: In mid-November National Missionary, Marcelino Zabala 
(Philippines), suffered a massive brain aneurism which required extensive 
surgery, a brief stay in ICU, several more days of care by a neurologist as 
well as speech and physical therapy.  As you can imagine, this created an 
incredible financial hardship on the missionary’s family and many of his 
friends, church members and co-laborers.  If you would like to contribute 
to Brother Zabala’s medical need, please send designated offerings to:

Landmark MBC - P.O. Box 111, Pine Mountain, GA, 31822.  |  706.663.4450

Notes:  Lord willing, after taking a travel break in December, Gena and 
I will be back on the road – and in the air – beginning the first Sunday 
of January 2020.  During our down time we rekindled our old Spanish 
edition of Rosetta Stone because we have Mexico, Costa Rica and 
Colombia in our sights over the next four months.

Furthering the Gospel,

Dr. Roger Stewart   

To view previous reports,
visit our website at
www.abamissions.org

P.O. Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050   |   Phone: 903.792.2312  |  Fax: 903.794.1290   |   Email: missions@abamissions.org

BEGINNING BALANCE  $1,464,147.60

RECEIPTS:
 Interstate Salaries                   $119,934.54
 Foreign & National Salaries   $112,869.21
 Designated    $39,997.08
 Undesignated     $14,188.85
TOTAL RECEIPTS   $286,989.68

BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE  $1,751,137.28

DISBURSEMENTS
 Interstate Salaries     $78,740.80
 Foreign Salaries     $24,226.60
 National Salaries     $24,739.20
 Designated     $39,997.08
	 Sal/Exp	of	Sec-Treas.	Office
  Thanksgiving Poster $330.17
	 	 Office	Salaries	 $13,756.10
	 	 General	Office	 					$5,172.46
  Automobile Expense         $925.98
  Postage         $400.00 
  Sec/Treas. Expenses      $2,037.63
  

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $190,326.02

BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD  $1,560,811.26

SURPLUS FOR DECEMBER  $96,663.66



J 
esus sent His disciples to share the Gospel and begin 
churches in places near and far (Acts 1:8).  The emphasis 
in mission work today is often on the far places, but in a 

shifting American culture, there is a great need to focus on the 
near places as well. This is the case for Micah Deaton and Greg 
Devine, Missionaries to Springdale, Arkansas. 

The Missionary Team

Micah serves as Lead 
Missionary Pastor.  He is a 
graduate of the Missionary 
Baptist Seminary with Master’s 
and Doctorate degrees. He 
served as a pastor for over 
10 years in Arkansas before 
answering God’s call to 
Springdale. Micah and his wife, 
Sheri, are parents of Abigail and 
Adam.

Greg serves as 
Associate Missionary 
Pastor and Music Leader. 
He is a graduate of Texas 
Baptist Institute with 
Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees. He served in 
many ministry roles in 
churches in Texas. Greg 
and his wife, Amy, are 
the parents of Dale, Alan, 
Tyler, Brooklyn, Daniel, 
and Levi. Both Micah and Greg are sent out by Summit Baptist 
Church in Pine Bluff, Arkansas (Todd Anderson, Pastor).

The Mission Field

Springdale is one of four cities that anchor the fast growing 
region of northwest Arkansas. Over 500,000 people live in 
Benton and Washington Counties, and people from Arkansas, 
other states, and other countries regularly move in. The area 
is headquarters to Walmart, Tyson Foods, JB Hunt, and many 
other businesses. The economy, beautiful setting in the Ozarks, 
proximity to the University of Arkansas, and other factors bring 
people to northwest Arkansas. Springdale is in the center 
of the region and is home to 81,029 people. About 72% of the 
population is under 45 years old, and Springdale School District 
is the largest in Arkansas with over 22,000 students.

Thankfully, some local churches preach the truth of God’s Word. 
Sadly, many do not, and many people are not hearing the Gospel 
at all.  Only 51.9% of people in Springdale consider themselves 
to be “religious” (bestplaces.net).  While there are hundreds of 
American Baptist Association churches in Arkansas, only 12 
ABA churches or mission works are in Benton and Washington 
Counties—home to over 500,000 people. Currently, there are 
zero ABA self-supporting churches in Springdale. There is a 
need for a church in Springdale that preaches the true Gospel 
and reaches people to make disciples of Jesus Christ.

SPRINGDALE CHURCH PLANTING
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The Mission Work

God brings everything together at the right time. God led 
the Deaton Family to northwest Arkansas in July 2016. Micah 
served as “Church Planting Resident” at Pathway Baptist Church 
in Fayetteville as he prepared to start the work in Springdale. 
During this time, God brought Micah and Greg together.  The 
Devine Family took survey trips to Springdale and sought God’s 
will. By March 2018, the Devines understood that God was 
leading them to join the Springdale work. In June 2018, Summit 
BC called Micah as Missionary. In August 2018, Summit BC added 
Greg to the team. Micah and Greg immediately began deputation. 

The Deatons began a Bible study in September 2018. The 
Springdale work began much like churches in the New 
Testament—by meeting in homes. The Deatons hosted the first 
meeting of a new Bible study in their home with 16 people 
present. Little by little, God gave the increase. By January 2019, 
a second weekly Bible study began due to a lack of space. In 
February, the Devine Family was able to move to the field. In April, 
monthly Sunday services began. In September, more expansion 
happened by adding the first members, starting more Sunday 
meetings, and beginning a third weekly Bible study (life group). 
Average weekly attendance for life groups was 40 people for Fall 
2019—more than double the attendance for Fall 2018.  God has 
greatly blessed His work!

Next Steps and Needs

Meeting Place.  The next big step is to find a meeting place for 
weekly Sunday services. A monthly Sunday service is currently 
held at a meeting room of the Home 2 Suites in Springdale.  Other 
Sunday gatherings and life groups meet in homes.  Please pray 
that God will provide an affordable and visible place to rent to 
help reach more people.

Financial Support.  About 89% of the expected overall monthly 
budget is being provided. The biggest need is for building 
expenses. Greg also needs help with salary support. Greg is bi-
vocational working a secular job and receiving a ministry salary. 
The more Greg receives in ministry salary, the more time he can 
devote to the mission work. Please consider partnering with 
Micah and Greg with monthly offerings.

People.  Do you know people who live in or near Springdale 
who do not have a church home?  Tell them about this new work!  
Locally, the Springdale Church Plant is called Summit Baptist 
Church. Learn more at summitspringdale.com. Also, feel free to 
send Micah and Greg any contact information of people in the 
area. They would love to reach out!

Prayer.  God is doing big things in Springdale!  Please pray that 
God will continue to bless His work, and pray for the Deatons, the 
Devines, and all who are part of this work.

For more information, visit springdalechurchplanting.org

Contact Micah Deaton at (501) 912-7779 or micahdeaton@outlook.com

Contact Greg Devine at (903) 491-1852 or gdevine104@gmail.com

Contact Summit Baptist Church (Pastor Todd Anderson) at (870) 536-6618

Offerings can be sent to Summit Baptist Church, 901 Ridgway Road, Pine Bluff, AR  71603



W 
e greatly enjoyed having time  
to spend with family during the 
holidays and are ready to get busy 

again. In fact, we have been back at work 
at the Woodville MBC since the beginning 
of January. We have also begun a job at the 
New Hope MBC at Moss Hill. The rain is 
making the work difficult and dirty, but we 
are doing the best we can.

We want to thank all of you for your 
continued support of Texas Mission 
Builders. TMB has saved millions of dollars 
for the MBA churches of Texas. It has been 
such a blessing to the churches. Without 
the support from our churches and 
individuals this work would not be able to 
continue. Thank you for being a part of the 
TMB work. We pray God’s richest blessings 
on you all.

We need your prayers for our workers. 
Most of them are retirement-aged folks. 

They are able to do things 
that amaze me every time 
I see them working. They 
have a heart of love for 
the churches and want to do all they can 
to help those who need it. Please pray also 
for our sponsoring church, East Side MBC 
at Jacksonville. They are real champions 
when it comes to taking care of this work. 
Pastor Robert Dillon, the TMB Directors, 
TMB Coordinators, Office help, Bro. Mike 
Pearson, Jobs Supervisor, all need your 
prayers.

Texas Mission Builders is always looking 
for volunteer workers. If you or someone 
you know would be interested in becoming 
a volunteer, please contact us.  You can call 
Bro. Mike Pearson or the TMB Office for 
information. Thank you again for all you do 
for this work.

M 
y Pastor and I enjoyed a 
wonderful blessing this weekend 
of traveling to Early, Texas, for the 

organizational service of the Rocky Springs-
sponsored Lifepoint Baptist Church. 
Missionary Pastor Leland Acker and 
Lifepoint members rejoiced in organizing 
with a beautiful building in a very beautiful 
location free of debt. Thanks to God, LMD, 
TMD, IMD, and TMB who helped in making 
it happen. It was a joyful service and well 
attended by pastors of the Southwest 
Association and others. Amen and Amen! 
Followed by a very special lunch.

As always we are thankful for the 
faithfulness of our TMD supporters. This 
faithfulness and participation has greatly 
blessed the TMD program. They have also 
greatly blessed many of our struggling 
churches and the work of Missions in 
Texas. May God bless them everyone.

Our faithful supporters 
have now chosen 
our First Quarter 
2020 project. The 
votes were all in and officially counted on 
December 26th. A majority of votes were 
cast for Northview MBC of Silsbee, Texas.  
Pastor Joe Hinson and the church were 
very excited to receive the good news of 
financial help for their church building 
needs.

Thank you for being a part of our Ministry. 
These funds will be used for much needed 
help of restoration on their building. These 
funds will be presented to them in May 
2020.

The Deadline for requesting Second 
Quarter 2020 funds is February 1, 2020.

TEXAS MISSION BUILDERS
Leroy & Mary Smith

TEXAS MISSION DEVELOPMENT
Jim Slocumb

GRACE MBC
49TH ANNUAL BIBLE 

CONFERENCE
Speakers will be selected from those 

who attend. Please bring an outline and 
join us for the preaching of God’s Word. 

March 20-21, 2020
11920 Stidham Rd.

Conroe, Texas 77302

Conference Schedule:
Friday 20, 2020

7:00 P.M. Preaching Begins

Saturday 21, 2020

1:15 Afternoon Service

On/about 4:00 P.M. Dismissal 

For More Information Call:

Church: 1-281-442-7137

Pastor: 1-409-739-0078

PASTOR:
Bethlehem MBC - Ola, AR

Golden Meadows MBC - Garland, TX 
Hillcrest MBC - Paris, TX
Hinton MBC - Hinton, OK

Landmark MBC - Lakewood, CO
Landmark MBC - Rockdale, TX

Spanns Chapel MBC - Center, TX
Westview MBC - Gatesville, TX

ASSOCIATE PASTOR and/or 
YOUTH  LEADER:

Alto MBC - Alto, TX
Calvary MBC - Silsbee, TX

Cross Roads MBC - Hughes Springs, TX
Missionary BC - Hughes Springs, TX

DEAF MINISTRY:
Antioch MBC - Little Rock, AR

SERVANTS NEEDED 
Contact TBI Office

for more Inofrmation
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T 
he 2020 World Missions Seminar will be hosted by 
Faith Baptist Church, North Little Rock, Arkansas, March 
30 – April 3. This will also serve as MTM Module 3 and is 

necessary to fulfill the requirements of the Associates of Missions 
Degree from Missionary Baptist Seminary, Little Rock.

Welcome Missionaries and Church Planters! This seminar will 
cover our traditional second week of the WMS material and 
will be extremely practical for you. Subjects covered will be 
Deputation, Transition, Culture Shock and Cultural Adaptation, 
Interpersonal Relationships on the Field, Conflict Resolution, and 
more! You don’t want to miss this!

Welcome Pastors and Church Members! This seminar is not 
just for missionaries and church planters. It is also planned for 
pastors and their wives, and lay people, both men and women. 
Anyone who wants to learn more about missions practicalities 
is welcome to come. There are even special breakout sessions 
for the ladies.

Come hear good preaching! The seminar includes lots of 
opportunities to hear good preaching! It is, in fact, an opportunity 
for you to have a personal missions revival.

2020 WORLD MISSIONS SEMINAR MTM MODULE 3

The Baptist Monitor 13



T 
he East Texas District Ladies’ 
Auxiliary met January 14, 2020, 
with the Kilgore Missionary Baptist 

Church. President Shirley Hughes gave her 
devotional entitled “The Value of a Penny”  
focusing on the words on the penny, 
especially “In God We Trust”.  She stressed 
we are never alone using Psalm 9:10.

The first offering was for Pine Springs 
Baptist Encampment. Before taking the 
second offering Ruth Gilbert brought a 
report on Scott Jones, the state project. Our 
Treasurer reported $5,001.00 was raised 
for Juan Gallegoes, the state project, from 
the East Texas District Ladies Auxiliary.

Under new business, Ellen Jordan moved 
that we have a second offering next 
quarter and it be the National Women’s 
Conference Mission goal which is Jay Ross 
in Brazil.  Motion carried.

Kilgore brought a program “New Year’s 
Resolutions”.  Jeanne Crawford then gave a 
devotional “Commitments” using Proverbs 
16:3, Job 5:8, Romans 12:12, and Proverbs 
3:5.

We had 8 churches represented with a 
total of 31.  The next meeting will be April 
14, 2020, with University MBC in Tyler.

EAST TEXAS LADIES
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Thomas E. “Gene” Hoover
January 18, 1939 - December 28, 2019

Funeral services for Mr. Thomas E. “Gene” Hoover, 80, of Mt. Enterprise, 
were held at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, January 10, 2019, in the chapel at 
Crawford-A. Crim Funeral Home with Bro. Charles Williams and Bro. 
Darrel Owens officiating. Interment followed at Gage Cemetery under 
the direction of Crawford-A. Crim Funeral Home.

Mr. Hoover passed from this life on December 28, 2019, at Providence 
Health Center in Waco. He was born January 18, 1939, in Firebaugh, 

California to the late Thomas Hiram and Edith Crystal Bell (Clark) Hoover and moved to 
Mt. Enterprise in 1974. He received a Bachelor’s degree of Agronomy from Fresno State 
College and later obtained his Doctorate of Theology (ThD) from California Missionary 
Baptist Institute.

Gene spent nearly 45 years in camp work, first at Bogg Springs Baptist Camp in Arkansas 
and then Pine Springs Baptist Camp outside of Mt. Enterprise. He also enjoyed flying and 
was a licensed pilot. Mr. Hoover used those skills to take students from camp up in a 
plane and gave each one a flying certificate. Gene was an active and longtime member of 
Landmark Missionary Baptist Church and later Smyrna Baptist Church.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his wife of 60 years, Carol Jean 
Hoover; and several brothers and sisters.

Survivors include his sons, Tom Hoover and wife Mitzi of Waco, Tim Hoover and wife 
Elizabeth of Waco, and Terry Hoover and wife Kim of Copper Canyon; sister, Pat Smith 
and husband Lloyd; sisters-in-law, Peggy Hoover, Melba Hoover, Mary Wilkins, and Susan 
Wood and husband Lawrence; grandchildren and their spouses, T.J. and Bridgett Hoover, 
Brandon and Krystle Hoover, Sara and Nathan Winship, Jessica Hoover, Joshua and Alex 
Hoover, Samuel and Tara Hoover, Emily and Daniel Finstad, Ethan Hoover, Daniel Hoover, 
Benjamin Hoover, Matthew Hoover, and Grace Hoover; nine great-grandchildren; and a 
host of nieces, nephews, other family and friends.

Pallbearers were T.J. Hoover, Brandon Hoover, Joshua Hoover, Samuel Hoover, Daniel 
Hoover, Ethan Hoover, Benjamin Hoover, and Matthew Hoover.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Pine Springs Baptist Camp at 3386 FM 1798 
W., Laneville, TX 75667.

Words of comfort may be shared with the family at www.crawfordacrim.com.

MISSION POSSIBLE: RAISING $20,000 IN 2020 FOR MISSION AUSTIN

T 
he Texas State Ladies are excited to work together this year to raise $20,000 in 2020 for the work of Missionary Scott Jones 
of Mission Austin. Scott, his wife Katie, and their five children: Mckayla, Sophie, Jaxxon, Maddie, and Darcey live in the town of 
Pflugerville, an Austin metro city, where they have resided for three and a half years. Pflugerville has a population of approximately 

65,000. The city of Austin boasts a population of over 950,000 with the entire Austin metro area having over 2,000,000 people calling 
it home! That’s over 2,000,000 people that need to hear God’s word. What an amazing mission field!

The funds raised in 2020 will help them establish a more permanent meeting location by providing money to rent or lease a location 
outside of the hotel that they are currently meeting in and provide for one-time expenses such as chairs, audio/visual equipment, and signs. 
These tools will be used in the pursuit of reaching the lost and establishing a New Testament church.

At our state meeting, we boldly voted to set our goal at $20,000 for the year 2020. That’s “20 in 2020” and with God’s help and all of us 
working together, I know we can do it! I pray that we continue in that boldness for the Lord. As Christ said concerning salvation in Matthew 
19:26, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” So, let us join with God and do what is only possible through 
Him and seek the salvation of the lost and see the establishment of a New Testament church in the Austin metro area, by supporting and 
equipping Bro. Scott Jones and Mission Austin to carry out the Lord’s work there.

To learn more about the work Bro. Scott Jones is doing at Disciplelife Church, visit their website at disciplelifechurchpf.org and to follow the 
Texas State Ladies’ Auxiliary follow us at:  facebook.com/TexasLadiesAuxiliary

IN MEMORIUM



Video/Audio Production  |  Technical Training & Installation  |  Scriptural Teaching Tools

903.458.9296  |  info@abamedia.org
2711 Texas Blvd. Texarkana, TX 75503

Facebook & Youtube  /abamediaservice

Since 1999, ABAmedia has provided affordable media services to churches, missionaries and ministries of 
the ABA. Because of monthly financial supporters, we have been able to work on location, around the 
world, as well as in our studio in Texarkana, Texas (built in 2012).

OUR SERVICES
• Creating Outreach, Promo, Highlight & Teaching 

videos
• Technical Training (Sound, Lighting, ProPresenter, etc.)
• Installation (Live Streaming, Video/Audio Recording, 

Projection, Sound, Lighting, Networking, etc.)

OUR NEED: We need you to pray for God’s 
direction in helping us to be more effective and 
relevant. We also need your financial support 
to help pay for studio gear, field gear, editing, 
salaries, travel and other operational expenses. 
Please consider supporting us monthly!



LELAND ACKER
EARLY - LIFE POINT MBC

Outreach: A blessed Christmas was 
celebrated by Life Point BC. We entered a 
float in the Brownwood Parade, handing 
out 2,500 packages of Gospel tracts, church 
invites, candy, activities, and invitations to our 
Christmas Eve service.

Special Service: We had 26 attend our 
Christmas Eve service. The video of the 
service has been viewed by more than 71 
people on Facebook.

Stats: We averaged 17 in SS; 18 in MW; and 
18 in WE. Our offering was $1,637 with $350 
given to missions.

JOE BOZARTH
CONROE - FELLOWSHIP MBC

Outreach: Our outreach was a success! Thirty-
eight children came to our one-day VBS. 
Fourteen families brought their children and 
registered them. We have fourteen families 
we can reach with visitation. We have three 
prospects who have shown interest in joining 
the church. 

Stats: We averaged 10 in SS; 16 in MW; 11 in 
EW; and 9 in WE. Our offering was $4,743 with 
$454.57 given to missions and $3,002.32 paid 
on the loan.

Plans: Our plan for 2020 is to continue door to 
door visitation. 

STEVEN HANEY
LUBBOCK - MBSF TEXAS TECH U.

Graduation: December was bittersweet 
when one of the students, who was with us 
the longest, graduated in December. We are 
proud of her and praying she follows God’s 
path. 

9 Students: We ended the semester with 
breakfast for dinner. We had 9 students come 
with 3 being new. We registered a booth for 
Raider Winter Welcome week for January, 
where we meet new students. Our student 
president, vice-president, and I are preparing 

for the spring semester.

Meeting room: We will reserve a room in 
the Student Union Building on Mondays for 
Bible studies, and in dorm common areas. 
We are thankful for the prayers and support 
of the churches of the MBA of Texas. We are 
at $3,100/ month of our $4,500/ month goal 
to cover salary, MBSF housing, utilities, and 
miscellaneous expenses. If you want to know 
more call me at 903-722-1545.

GLENN MCCARVER
EL PASO - BORDERLAND MBC

Visitors: God blessed this month! We saw 1 
first time visitor and 10 visitors total.

Outreach: Our Christmas outreach, (handing 
out donuts, candy bags, tracts, and hot 
chocolate), was a success. We shared Jesus 
with people in El Paso, and Juarez, Mexico. 
Our newest member shared Jesus with a 
couple on a bench!

Stats: We averaged 12 in MW; and 9 in WE. 
Our offering was $684 with $150 given to 
missions.

Spanish: I spoke in Mexico on two Sundays.

VICTOR RICE
SAN ANTONIO - SHILOH MBC

Cupcakes: We thank the churches that 
support financially and prayerfully. We gave 
rides for the homeless shelter on Sundays. 
We shared the work at Meadowbrook MBC in 
Wills Point. We hosted our Christmas cupcake 
party and crafts at Silver Manor Nursing 
Home and had Sis. Heather Smith sing.

Stats: We averaged 16 in SS; 23 in MW; 14 in 
EW; and 20 on WE. Our offering was $7,488.79 
with $550 given to missions, and $1,200 paid 
on rent.

Forward: We went Christmas caroling to our 
shut-ins and at our local firehouse. We thank 
God for: saved souls, Baptisms, one that joined 
by letter, and all our visitors. 

DAVID SMITH
MANSFIELD- LIFE LINE BC

Attendance: We had a Christmas program, 
gifts and a great time as a church family with 
29 in attendance.

Spiritual growth needed: We are growing, 
but the greatest need is spiritual growth. 
Reaching the unchurched is a challenge to 
help folks grow in the Lord.

Stats: We averaged 19 in MW and 6 in small 
groups. Our offering was $1,881.75 with $485 
given to missions and $650 paid on rent. We 

are on our second group of 20, moving toward 
the 50 goal.

Witnessing: I asked a teen how his Christmas 
was, he said, ok. We don’t do Christmas, we 
are Buddhist, but respect all religions. I said, 
I do too! I said all religions try to be good, and 
want to go to heaven. Then, I explained the 
difference between world religions and being 
a follower of Christ.

Help us: We benefited from groups doing 
door-to-door outreach. We need more help. 
Would you like to help us next summer with 
VBS? We would love to hear from you. Contact 
me at 817-726-8781.

LANDMARK MBC - ROCKDALE
Stats: We are averaging 8 in MW, and having 
some visitors.

Co-Sponsor: College Station BC of College 
Station voted to co-endorse Landmark MBC 
of Rockdale. They are assisting us in calling a 
pastor.

Pastor Needed: Landmark MBC of Rockdale is 
praying for and searching for the pastor God 
would have to lead us forward. If you know of 
a man interested in this position, call 903-279-
4416, Bro. Curtis Gilbert, and he will forward 
the information to Landmark MBC. 

DANIEL TIJERINA
DONNA - A NEW BEGINNING BC

Church Growth: The Mission is growing 
spiritually through Sunday school.

Fellowship: We had fellowship with 
Macedonia MBC, Mt. Calvary MBC, Getsemani 
MBC, and other churches. We gave gifts to the 
children in Carmago.

Future Plans: We applied for the 1st quarter 
TMD funds for 2020 and are awaiting the 
results. We will apply for TMD funds in 
February 2020 to assist us in acquiring a 
meeting place. Plans to organize next year are 
moving forward.

Stats: Our averages were 16 in MW; 12 in EW; 
and 6 on WE. Should you have any questions 
call me at 956-240-5717.

Thanks: We thank God for the churches that 
give to the MBA of Texas, TMD, and TMB, and 
our sponsoring church-Unity MBC for their 
prayers and support.

AUGUST BEGINNING BALANCE:  $79,943.78
OFFERINGS: $16,081.89
MISSIONARY SUPPORT: $13,450
ADM. SALARY: $2,600
EXPENSES: $739.98
DECEMBER ENDING BALANCE: $79,235.69

MBA OF TEXAS MISSION REPORTS - DECEMBER 2019
Editor: Curtis Gilbert
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Chase & Kelli Reynolds - Indonesia

One primary goal has been to develop a writing system for the Yetfa 
language. The translation team has been working at this over the 
ten years since we heard the first Yetfa word. Now we have brought 
key leaders from various areas together to discuss problem areas of 
speaking and writing Yetfa to forge a consensus. For five days they took 
up the differences as God blessed with a spirit of unity and excitement 
and enjoyed a strong consensus. Praise God we can begin publishing 
portions of Luke that have been completed and began with the first 
7 chapters of Luke. Thanks so much for your continued prayers and 
support in making God’s Word available to Bibleless people! Sent by 
Sublett Road Baptist Church, PO Box 17207 6 , Arlington, TX 76003.

Shin & Mitsue Kamoda - Japanese Missions

In October several of us led by Bro. David Hardin went out into the 
street to give out Scriptures and tracts near Tokyo Stadium where 
World Cup Rugby was held and to share the gospel with people of 
Japan, New Zealand and Ireland. We look forward to working with 
many more during the Tokyo Olympics. Bro Hardin preached for our 
Mission during his stay with us for three days. Please keep us in prayer 
for this opportunity and work for the Lord.

Rusty & Susan Teer - Mission SE Asia

The Schools we work daily have greatly expanded and are moving 
from two classes for us per grade each day to three classes. They asked 
if we can provide more teachers who love the students like we do. Over 
the holidays we gave out over 1000 Christmas booklets and candy 
canes. 

George & Mia Cormos - Romania

We enjoyed a ten day trip to the USA to visit our sons & daughters. 
Our church ladies enjoyed their annual ladies retreat with good 
fellowship and blessings. Thanksgiving service at Taurus featured 
short testimonies from most of the 48 present. During Christmas our 
church people took the message of Christ to nursing homes and many 
other places. Our Church Building Project is underway to enlarge our 
outreach. Sent by Austin Chapel MBC, De Kalb, TX.

The Hutchenson family - Romania

Our kids enjoyed a field trip to the natural history museum in Bucharest. 
I attended a pastors & missionaries conference. Our landlord asked us 
to pay six months advance rent and we have to come up with about 
$2000 to continue in this property. Pray with us to meet this need. Sent 
by Westwood MBC, 3210 Ave. G. NW Winter Haven, Fl 33880

Jim & Sherry Black - Bulgaria

After our return we resumed mid-week services in our home and 
secured the meeting space we used to resume Sunday services. We 
have an ever growing list of friends, neighbors,and people in the refuge 
community and others that we stay in contact with and pray that they 
may be saved. Pray for the granting of the immigrant visa for Praise. He 
is enrolled at a missionary co-op in Sofia. The remaining balance on 
his tuition is about $1500.00. Our ministry van needs tires, shocks and 
minor body work that are estimated to cost $1500.00. Sent by Living 
Word MBC, P.O. Box 1723, Lewiston, ID 83501

Roger and Jane Watkins & Ronald Smith - Solomon Islands Brother 
Roger has written a two page update on the needs and ways of 
improving teaching for greater comprehension by the people and 
pastors. Most understand Pijin, far fewer understand English well, but 
teaching and discussion with both gains better comprehension. This 
demands extra work to translate lessons in Pijin as well as copies in 
English. They have two grandchildren living with them and helping 
in their work. Bro Smith reported that funds for the pastor’s student 
school fees are about $1028 short of the amounts given last year and 
help would be much appreciated. Bro. Abaslom is planning his 3 month 
teaching trip to Vanatu in February. His wife will accompany him to 
teach the church ladies, but will need $1900 to cover the additional 
expenses. Please help them. Bro. Prasad, pastor in Fuji, is visiting 
people in the Nadi hospital to share the gospel and pray with them. 
They are building a pulpit and 5 benches with backrests. They send 
their love and regards to all the families and churches supporting their 
work. Sent by Bethel MBC, P.O. Box 416, Otis Orchards, WA 90027.

B. R. & Elizabeth Singh - North India Missions

With great joy we report God’s blessings during the last three months. 
Our experience of the Lord’s care over our mission team is amazing. 
We had the privilege of sharing the saving message of the Gospel to 
8336 students and 325 teachers in 14 schools and a teacher’s training 
college. In all, 7541 souls professed Christ as their personal Savior. 
Let us not cease to thank and praise God for bringing fruits for Him. 
We appreciate your continued prayers and support as the work is 
becoming very challenging. Thank you for helping us to win souls for 
the Lord. North India Missions , P.O. Box 53 534k Lubbock, TX 79453.

Julio Mendoza - Monterrey Columbia

We give glory to God for many visitors in the services and one 
professing faith in Christ and for a mother and father who were 
recently saved. In April 2020, Pastor Ledford from Florida MBC and the 
Secretary - Treasurer of Missions of the ABA will visit to see Fusa BM 
and Monterrey BM organize as churches. Pray if it is God’s will, I plan to 
open a new mission wherever He leads me.

Gilberto Pinzon - Columbian Missions

I appreciate very much your prayers in favor of my health and the 
Lord’s work here. The doctors say I am responding well and may be 
completely recovered soon.. Thank God for the brethren who came 
to paint, clean and beautify the building for the anniversary and 
Christmas services and my 57th birthday. My son David is doing well 
in his second year at TBI. Please pray and help support his studies. SS 
averaged 30, MW at 41, EW 14. I have a burden to start our fifth work 
in Columbia in 2020. Two families are asking for a Baptist church in 
Arbelaez two and a half hours by car SW from Bogota. There is a 30x60 
two story building available to start a church available for $60,000.00 
Sponsored by first BC, Box 398 Port Salerno, FL 34992.

Phil and Elia Gavila - Missionaries at Large

It is always a joy for Elia and me to celebrate the anniversary of the 
church we planted in Guadalajara, Mexico. The church is growing. 
I preached on how to be filled with the Holy Spirit to 75 in worship 
and had 7 responding to the invitation. We enjoyed lunch together 
and wonderful fellowship. In Mexico I picked up a virus with violent 
coughing and have now been sick for three weeks. December offerings 
were $3082.29. Thank you for your support and prayers. Sent by FBC 
of East Bay, Riverview, FL 33578.

MISSION ADVANCE
Editor: Roy Culley

PLEASE SEND ARTICLES AND PICTURES FOR THIS COLUMN BY THE 15TH
OF THE PRIOR MONTH TO: P.O. BOX 570 HENDERSON, TX 75653-0570
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F 
irst Missionary Baptist Church. 
Z. N. Morrell organized the first 
Missionary Baptist church in Texas 

in the old town of Washington-on-the-
Brazos in 1837, soon after Texas won 
independence from Mexico. Until then 
religious exercises, other than Roman 
Catholic, could not legally be conducted 
in Texas. Within about two years that first 
Missionary Baptist church in Texas failed 
because most of the members moved 
away. It is believed that most of them joined 
the Independence church.

Texas most revered hero, Sam Houston, 
was baptized and became a member of 
Independence Baptist Church. A historical 
marker identifies the spring-fed pool 
where Dr. R. C. Burleson baptized him. 
In 1840 Houston married a charming 
Alabama woman, twenty-six years 
younger than himself and the daughter 
of a Baptist preacher. Through her efforts 
and pleading, Sam was finally baptized a 
Christian, as were eight children he and 
Margaret had.*

Under the Mexican government, 
weddings had to be solemnized by a 

CHURCH HISTORY
by Don Britton

Catholic Priest. Many refused to submit, 
and, in some such cases, the parties 
simply signed a bond in the presence 
of witnesses and became husband and 
wife.**

After Texas independence, many such 
couples solemnized their marriage in 
the presence of a minister of the Gospel.

Morrell officiated at a number of such.

Z. N. Morrell preached the first sermon 
of any kind in the new city of Houston.

Mrs. Smoot, member of First Baptist 
Church [Tyler], recently searched and 
sifted through boxes of records to 
compile a history of Baptist churches for 
the Smith [County] Baptist Association.  
That compilation begins with the first 
Baptist church in Texas in 1837.  This 
occurred when a group of Texican 
Baptists met near Washington-on-the-
Brazos to organize a church, come 
what might. The actions of this ragtag 
group of religious rabble rousers is now 
considered a historic pioneer movement 
in Texas, Mrs. Smoot quoted from an 
earlier document***

Morrell organized several churches 

in what are now Washington, Brazos, 
and Austin Counties. He also led in the 
organization of the first Texas Baptist 
association, at Travis, in Austin County. 
It was composed of Independence, 
LaGrange, and Travis churches.

A man who made a lasting imprint upon 
East Texas was Isaac Reed. He moved his 
family from Tennessee to Texas in 1834. 
The Mexican Government would not 
issue a land grant to a settler unless he 
converted to Catholicism, agreed to have 
his children baptized in the Catholic 
Church, and raise and educate them 
in the Roman Catholic Religion. Reed 
circumvented this by purchasing a large 
tract of land from a private individual. 
The Reed holding and settlement were 
about fourteen miles west of the present 
city of Carthage, in what is now Panola 
County. Isaac Reeds body is buried 
there in the family cemetery, identified 
by a State Historical Marker.

*Michener, James A., The Eagle and the Raven, 
State House Press, Austin, Texas, 1990, pages 
168, 169.

**Morrell, Z. N., Op, cit., page 78

***Davis, Laurie; Religion Editor, Tyler Morning 
Telegraph, November 13, 1998.

O 
h that God is so loving that He would watch after our every sorrow. 
This Scripture indicates God saves every tear of David’s (and every 
believer) in a bottle in heaven. 

Tear bottles are believed to date back over 3,000 years. In the time Jesus 
lived on earth the Romans had glass bottles while the Jews had terra cotta 
bottles. Here we show a Jewish example known as a Herodian tear bottle.

Mourning is even a profession to some Jewish people. When a loved one dies, 
loved ones and mourners collect their tears. The more that are collected is 
believed to be greater honor because they were more deeply loved. 

When the woman washed Jesus feet with her tears many believe she brought 
all of her sorrows in her saved tear bottles and put all her past sorrows on 
Jesus. She would not have been able to weep enough to have that many tears 
without bringing all of past sorrows saved in her bottles. 

What a wonderful God we serve that cares about every sorrow we have.

To view this artifact
and many others,

contact the school office
for an appointment.

“Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: are 
they not in thy book?” (Psalm 56:8)”

Herodian 
Tear Bottle

FACTS ABOUT THE FACTS
by John Melancon
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M 
y husband is not the greatest communicator in the 
world. I mean, “how’d school go today? Who’d you see? 
Anything new with any of the preachers?” “Nope...what’s 

for lunch?” Dawson rides with Darrel to TBI everyday. If it wasn’t 
for Dawson I’d never know anything!

So, you can understand how I felt when I was taking out the 
trash and heard him talking none stop to somebody. I walked 
quietly around the house to see who he was talking to. If he was 
praying, I didn’t want to interrupt, but curious person that I am, I 
just needed to know! I could hear him apologizing for all kinds of 
weird stuff...not having food and not giving enough attention. He 
was talking away so sweet and kind. I could see and hear him, 
but I couldn’t see anybody. Oh yes, I thought, he must be praying. 
Then I saw....he wasn’t talking to Jesus, he was talking to the ducks. 
Yep. I get “Nope...what’s for lunch” and the ducks get long, heartfelt 
conversations...apologies even!! When I questioned him about this 
situation, his response was “they don’t ask any questions, they just 
listen.” He then informed me he talks to the chickens also. That 
does it... I’m getting me some feathers.

I was thinking, it is kind of hard to find somebody you can really 
talk to. I’m talking REALLY talk to. Somebody who will listen and 
maybe not ask too many questions. Somebody you can bare your 
soul and they won’t think differently about you. Somebody who 
won’t tell another breathing person what you shared with them. If 
you are like me, it helps to get my mind straight about something 
if I can just say it out loud to somebody. I know I can talk to Jesus. 

I know He is listening. I know He has the answers, but why can’t 
I just tell Him and then leave it with Him? I know that’s what He 
wants me to do. I wish sometimes I could see inside people around 
me and know if others struggle with the same things I do. 

I want so desperately to fall totally in love with Jesus. I do love 
Him, but I want more. I want to be IN LOVE with Him. I was thinking 
about when Darrel and I first married. We didn’t date, we just got 
married. I was so in love with him. I wanted to do everything just 
like he liked it. I was not a cook, but thank goodness that didn’t 
matter a whole lot. About the only food he liked was pinto beans 
and potatoes. Potatoes I could handle, but it took me a couple of 
times to realize that one cup of dried pintos was more than enough. 
Those beans kept getting bigger and bigger. The two pans and 
skillet that I had were filled to the top and overflowing. Momma 
had taught me how to make yeast rolls. So, proudly I fixed pinto 
beans and yeast rolls for my love. I wanted to dress for him, fix 
my hair for him, always have his clothes clean and ready. I liked 
the same sports teams he liked, the same color he liked, the same 
songs he liked. Anything he liked, I liked. I was his girl. 

That’s what I want with Jesus, to be totally absorbed in Him. I 
want to like what He likes. I want to think like He thinks and act like 
I know He would want me to act. And most of all, I want to totally 
trust Him in every area of my life. I want the reality and assurance 
of His continual presence. Everything I desire is available, but it’s 
up to me. I know this because He said “you will find Me when you 
seek Me with all your heart.” He said “draw nigh unto Me and I will 
draw nigh unto you.” So, the question is, do I really want it...really? 
What we are talking about here is relationship with Jesus.

We will have to spend time with Him in order to understand 
Him and know how He is 
thinking...to know how He 
wants us to respond to life’s 
circumstances. As for me, I 
must be still and quiet long 
enough to listen to what He 
is saying.

Still and quiet.....may be 
ok for ducks and chickens, 
but I can tell you, this chick 
has big trouble with that!!! 
Still and quiet?????? Help 
me!!!! 

 

 

That does it... I’m getting 
me some feathers.
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