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RAY O. BROOKS
President

A

s I began thinking of this
report on Texas Baptist Institute
& Seminary, my mind changed
gears and suddenly I was back in “report
time” in Barry Independent School,
Navarro County, Texas. Each student
was given a report card and was instructed to take it home.
Sometimes I was happy to show my report card to my mother.
But there were times when I seemed to have trouble finding
my card after Mother had asked to see it. There was space at
the bottom of the card reserved for a grade in “of all things” –
deportment. A buddy of mine was showing his father the good
grades from the top to near the bottom and stopped. His father
asked, “What about that “D” in deportment? He replied, “I’m
not taking that course.”
This long time servant of the Lord is happy to report that every
student’s course in deportment is graded up above, as is the
deportment of all who walk the hallow halls of our God blessed
“school house.”
We are now in a very busy mode with all that is involved in
completing the fall term and the beginning of the winter term
– testing and grading and planning together with reports and
registrations.
As your long time President; I thank each of you for all you do
for us – your support in prayers and finances together with
your spoken encouragements.
We pray God’s blessings upon you and thank you for your
prayers and your financial help of Texas Baptist Institute.

1300 Longview Dr.
Henderson, TX 75652

tbi.edu
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CEO / Academic Dean

W

e began the 2019-2020 school
year with ninety-four students
in all programs which includes
degrees and certificates offered oncampus, live-streamed online, archived,
and at Extension Learning Centers in
Alvin and Garland. The newest Extension Learning Center will
be opened in Snyder, Texas on March 3. All students may not
be able to come to TBI but TBI can go to all students through
multiple means of delivery.
The third year of our three-year Master of Divinity Degree
was offered this year. The plans are to launch the Doctor of
Ministry Degree next August in the 2020-2021 school year.
This will be a three-year study. Potential students are already
showing interest in this program.
We have initiated a Facility Master Study Plan to prepare for
anticipated growth. Included in this plan are academic facilities,
offices, housing, maintenance, parking, and security. It is better
to plan ahead than wishing we had planned. Information
concerning this study will be shared as plans develop and
changes are prioritized.
We continue to press forward in accreditation with The
Association for Biblical Higher Education. This is an important
step in the future of TBI. If there are questions concerning
accreditation, please ask. One of the most harmful elements in
the progress of a school or church is misinformation. Allow us
to answer your questions.
Thank you for your continued support, prayers, and words
of encouragement. Sixty-one new potential students have
inquired concerning TBI. We want to reach and teach each
student God sends our way. This is a God-sent responsibility.
Please pray for TBI.

MISSION:

VP of Advancement

A

s you are reading this,
I know most of you are
enjoying what many refer
to as “the most wonderful time of
the year.” The Thanksgiving and
Christmas season puts a pep in
most people’s step and causes us to reflect on those things
for which we should thankful. I mention this for a couple
of reasons.
First, I want to say a special thanks to all the Ladies
Auxiliaries and other groups who regularly remember
our students and donate to the Food Pantry. Bro. Brooks
has always said it is much easier to teach a student
with a full stomach than an empty one. Thanks to your
generosity, there is never a reason for one of our students
to have an empty one.
Second, I want to say thanks in advance to all the Ladies
Auxiliaries who are donating to the Christmas Gifts for
our students. We appreciate the ladies of Calvary Baptist
Church, Henderson, Texas, through their Shine Ministry
for leading out in this and seeing to it that our students
all have a blessed Christmas. This project was a blessing
when I was a student many years ago and has continued
to grow over the years. Rumor has it there are some
children of our students who want to stay at TBI because
of the great Christmas experience!
I hope you enjoy this time of year, but can’t wait for the
new one. We have so many great things in the planning
stages for TBI coming in the near future, but I can’t tell
you about them yet. Just know there are some special
surprises coming in 2020!

The Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary equips saints to do the work of ministry through a Biblicallybased higher education in harmony with Bible doctrines of the American Baptist Association to
advance the Kingdom of God through the local church ministry of fulfilling the Great Commission.
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STUDENT INSIGHTS
CHRIS CATES

JOHN WISENER

“D

on’t let those professors change
your beliefs,” was the advice
received when a friend learned I was
going back to school. It is a common concept
that people can be educated away from the
truth. Our nation’s colleges and universities
are an example of that. Many of them were
founded on Christian principles with a
goal of promoting the gospel but have ‘departed the faith once
delivered to the saints’ and like many churches, ‘have left their first
love’. This is not the case at TBI. The ‘way, the truth and the life’
is modeled on campus. The Bible is explored, God is exalted and
minds are sharpened. In the process of educating the mind some
people, like me, realize just how brutish they really are. Thought
to be well equipped for the ministry but possessing just enough
information to make them dangerous. Thus, I returned to school
for a time of personal spiritual formation and spiritual challenge. I
am surrounded by people who pray for me, love me and want the
best for me. Where do we find a school like that? Right here. There
is a mutual respect between the students and faculty. Love exists
in the classrooms, chapel and library as students and faculty pray
with each other. Students are built up and encouraged to expand
their views not change their beliefs. Did the witch of Endor call up
Samuel from the dead at Saul’s request? What is the difference
between walking in sin and having no sin? Do you know your
verbs, direct objects and gerons? Is it possible for the narrator of a
story to not be the author of the book? Come to TBI and discover
the rest of the story…..your story is waiting to be told.

AARON ESTES

I

really love the brotherhood that we
have here at TBI, even on and off the
campus. Not only is there a brotherhood
within the student body but also with the
students and the faculty. The faculty really
pour in their wisdom and knowledge of the
Bible and ministry into the students and
focus on helping us grow in our ministry. The instructors challenge
us in and out of the classroom to really dig and study the word of
God and apply it to our daily ministry. I really feel that their main
focus is to help us succeed in our ministry and helping us become
the men that God has called us to be.
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I

think what affected me the most
this semester was the interaction
with each professor. To hear every
different point of view is so important.
We get to hear what they think the
passage tells them. It is vital to the
students here that we understand that
the Bible is alive and we need to read
and study for ourselves. God will tell us what we need to
know. Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brethren, whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any
excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these
things.”

KUNI OBA

T

he purpose I came to Texas
Baptist Institute is to learn
what I needed to follow and
execute the commands of Jesus
Christ. We have to go out and teach
people how to disciple. But before
that, I needed to learn and receive
discipleship. When I was a first year
student, I learned about discipleship. Then, when I became
a second and third year student, I began to learn more
deep and practical things based on what I have learned so
far, such as: how to learn and apply the Bible; how to teach
people; how to build sermons; and how to do discipleship.
Each TBI class has helped me get the knowledge I need to go
to the Mission Work. TBI also actively invites outside pastors
and missionaries to provide practical learning, experience
and opportunities as well as learning in class. In this way we
are equipped with knowledge and experience to go out as
disciples of God.
Matthew 28:19-20
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the
end of the age. Amen

CENTRAL BAPTIST SEMINARY
This is once again a great year for us. We
have a total of 30 students in-house. We are
happy that students from other churches
and denominations are seeking education
with us, and we are ready for them.
During recent years, we have adjusted our
curriculum to meet specific goals. Classes
have been designed to satisfy our needs
as well as to be comparable to classes
taught in other seminaries from the ABA.
We thank God that our seminary is being
sponsored by the same sponsoring church
of the Texas Baptist Institute and Seminary
(Calvary Baptist Church from Henderson,
Texas). Dr. Steve Butler has been a
tremendous help to me personally. Since
he is the academic dean for Texas Baptist
Institute (TBI), he is the ideal person to
call or go to when we have questions. Bro.
Steve has always made himself available to
help us grow.

We want to thank the Texas Mission Builders
who were generous enough to build
bookcases for our seminary. We have always
had both the desire and the need to build a
library for our students. We have a dedicated
area for this, and it is now becoming a reality.
As you can see in the picture, the bookcases
have been placed and our local churches
from Mexico have taken responsibility for
filling them with books that our students can
use for their education. Our local churches
have recently raised an offering to purchase
more books, which will be acquired soon.
Thank you to all of you that have partnered
with us in this ministry. We also thank our
sponsoring church for their commitment to
ensuring that men and women receive the
best education possible to serve their Lord in
a better way.

BEREA BAPTIST / DEL RIO, TX

We are at a point where our curriculum has
been firmly established, and the textbooks
needed for every class have been acquired
or translated. Many of our textbooks are
those written by some of our late professors
of TBI. We have been given permission to
translate them and use them in our seminary.
Although this has been a challenging
endeavor, we have the translations complete
and are already using them in our different
classes.
We continue to promote our distance-learning
classes via Skype. These are livestreamed
classes that allow people from other places
to take advantage of our courses and be
a part of them. They listen to the lectures
and comments and are themselves able to
participate in real time. We have 6 students
taking classes from Utah, 5 from different
areas of Mexico, and 6 from Belize. I have
made a trip to Honduras; there is a possibility
that we may also set something up for some
of our preacher brethren there. We will
continue to promote this especially in Mexico
and in the USA.

SAN PEDRO DE LAS COLONIAS

As you have probably read in our last
newsletter, we have been able to acquire a
piece of property in the city of San Pedro.
We continue to work with the lawyers
to get the title deed to the property. This
will take some time, but we will continue
to make trips to persist with this process.
The mission just recently had a three-night
revival. We are happy to report that 2
professed Christ as personal Savior. Please
continue to pray for my brother, Ernesto
Gallegos, as he continues to lead in this
mission project.

LOCAL LADIES AUXILIARIES

We are so thankful to have been chosen by
the State of Texas Ladies Auxiliary as their
2019 project. Our state association was
November 12-13 in Center, Texas. During
this meeting, I was presented with a check
that is the result of offerings received by
the various local ladies’ auxiliary groups
throughout the state designated specifically
for our mission work. The money will be
used in its entirety for the construction of
the next phase of our mission building.
This will greatly benefit us, as it will
provide much-needed room to grow. We
want to thank all the ladies for their hard
work during the year. May God continue
to bless your efforts as you continue to give
of yourselves to the Lord!

Our missions continue to look for ways to
share the Gospel and to fellowship among
ourselves. One way that our ladies have
been doing this is through their local ladies’
auxiliary meetings. Not only are they
working individually within each mission
or church, but they get together to promote
this among themselves. This not only
encourages the ladies but their individual
church or mission as they prepare things
for the different meetings.

For more pictures and information,
please visit sbcmex.com or Central
Baptist Seminary on Facebook.

The Baptist Monitor
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RENDER UNTO CAESAR

Bill Johnson, President of International Christian Publishers

W

hen the Pharisees admitted that the image on the coin
was that of Caesar, Jesus said, “Render to Caesar the things
that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s”
(Mark 12:17). In saying this, Jesus endorsed the authority of human
government. Paul, by inspiration, gave additional information on
God’s purpose for human government. Paul wrote, “Let every soul
be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God:
the powers that be are ordained of God” (Romans 13:1). Even when
human governmental officials do not accept this truth, God has
control over all governmental authority.
God has given three institutions to help us with life on the dark,
depraved earth: family, church and government. Working under God
in their own areas of authority, these three make it possible for each
individual to live in peace, free to worship and exalt God without
outside interference. Scripture indicates that God has delegated, by
His own supreme authority, certain areas of authority to each of the
three. It is incumbent upon each of us to be submissive to all three.
Today’s America has somehow begun to view government as god,
not as being subject to God. But government should be by the Bible.
Government must be submissive to the will and purpose of God even
as is true of family and church. Citizens of a nation should expect
their government to be restrained by godly, biblical principles of
moral order.
As they were preparing to enter the land which God had given
them, He warned the new nation of Israel that when the time came
that they chose to desire a different form of government than that of
a pure thearchy, they must choose wisely. The king they chose (1)
must not attempt to return the people to Egypt, (2) must not build a
mighty army, (3) must not be a polygamist, and (4) must not use his
office for extensive financial gain. Their king would be required to
be one from their midst, not a stranger or non-citizen. He must keep
and read a copy of the Law so that he would learn to “fear the Lord
God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them
(Deuteronomy 17:14—19). It was just a matter of time until the people
of Israel perceived a need for a change in government.
Israel became disappointed with their government when Samuel
appointed his corrupt sons to be judges. “Make us a king to judge
us like all the nations,” the elders demanded of Samuel (1 Samuel
8:5). I am not sure that their goal was to be like other nations, but
to have a better government. “His sons walked not in his ways, but
turned aside after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted judgment”
(1 Samuel 8:3). Depraved rulers both then and now are subject to
corruption. The elders of Israel saw the answer to the problem of
corruption in a change in their form of government. The forefathers
of the American nation felt the same way. But revolutionary change
is not always the answer to the problem of corruption. The mayor of
the Philippines city in which the ministry of International Christian
Publishers is located approached me with the idea of spiritual
transformation in his country.
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“Our government is so corrupt,” Mayor Edwin Santiago lamented. “We must
teach our children the truth about God. We must help them understand that
God will hold them accountable for the things they do. They must learn that God
is the source of all moral principles.” The mayor went on to win awards for his
contributions to his city, a growing city of nearly a million people. He was correct
in his desire to change the government by teaching the children the principles
of godliness so that they would grow up to be godly citizens and civic leaders.
We are required by Scripture to submit to our governmental authorities
(Romans 13:1). However, governmental authorities are also required by the
same Scripture to recognize that their power comes from God. In verse four, Paul
explains why: “For he is a minister of God to thee for good.” These authorities
must use their power to create a safe, peaceful society in which a person is
free to worship God, or not to worship God. These authorities must protect the
weak members of the society from abuse by the stronger ones. God has given
the government the authority to exact revenge on His behalf for those who are
victims, thus ensuring some sort of justice or fair treatment for all members of
the society. The delegation of this authority to government is logical. So is the
prohibition of individuals, churches or families exacting vengeance on those
who wrong them. “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” (Romans 12:9).
Romans 13:4 also declares that the government is “a revenger to execute wrath
upon him that doeth evil.” God delegated the power of vengeance to government,
likely because it is the lone institution of the three which has any authority over
every member of the society.
But what happens when any of the three institutions begin to encroach on the
authority of the other? When King Ahab abused his authority to forcibly take
another citizen’s vineyard, God overruled him, exacting His own vengeance.
When government turns its sword upon its citizens, as when Hitler turned upon
the Jews and our own country turned upon the unborn children, an entire
society may become a dangerous place to live. The reasoning which made these
two horrible things possible might vilify disturbing a turtle’s nest of eggs, while
allowing dark reasoning to permit the murder of innocent unborn children.
God did not authorize churches to exact vengeance. In our own American
Southwest, those who refused to convert were rewarded with death at the
sword of the Conquistadors. Jesus rebuked Peter when he drew his sword to
defend the Lord. Salvation cannot be forced upon any person. It is freely given
and must be freely received!
God gave families the responsibility for teaching their children everything
they need to know about God and life. When parents abdicate this responsibility
to government, as sometimes seems wise, there is a temptation on the part of
government schools to teach a very different form or morality than that which
parents would teach.
What did Jesus consider belonging to Caesar and what did He consider
belonging to God? Peter wrote it clearly: at once, the whole universe belongs to
God, who has delegated to government the protection of the weak members of
society, the rewarding of those who do well and the punishment of evildoers (1
Peter 2:13—14). Then, turning to His own people, Peter wrote, “for so is the will of
God, that with well doing ye may put silence the ignorance of foolish men; As
free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants
of God. Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king (1 Peter
2:15—17). We do not honor the king by overlooking his corruption by failing to
hold him accountable under God.
Corrupt government happens when God’s people refuse to uphold biblical
principles. Every child of God must assume his responsibility as a citizen. We
cannot just pass by on the journey to our home in glory, ignoring the human
suffering caused partially by our failure to “render unto Caesar.” Until Jesus
comes in His glory (Revelation 20—21), to rule in perfection, let His people be
found examples of Christlikeness in order that we may, as the salt of the earth,
press for a government patterned after the principles of godliness. In America,
we, as well as the mayor in the Philippines, pray for all three: families, churches
and government by the Bible.
The Baptist Monitor
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DEAN GRIGSBY
Business Manager

A

91-year old man, who was speaking
to a group of retired people, was
asked if he had taken up any new
hobbies. He answered he had recently
begun reading the Bible. In a follow-up
question he was asked why he had just now started. The elderly
man replied, “Oh, I’ve read it before, but now I am cramming for
the finals.”

built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a
rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently
upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon
a rock. Luke 6:48
At Bogard Press we are striving to provide tools to help people
better hear the Word of God and keep it. Thank you for the
opportunities you give us to serve.

That is how many treat God’s Word: they wait for a more convenient
time to start reading it, or they choose to live the good life now with
an expectation they will have time later in their lives to learn more
about God. They believe a relationship with God is like passing a
class in school.
But Jesus stated that hearing and learning the Word of God is
only part of the equation. One must also keep the Word of God
to be blessed. To keep the Word of God means to obey it. It is not
something you can cram for at the end of life. To truly keep the
Word of God, you must receive Christ as Savior and then do what
the Word of God teaches.
Jesus taught that those who come to Him, hear His Word, and do
His sayings will be able to withstand all the trials of life and live
in joy and peace, because their lives are founded upon a rock.
Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth
them, I will shew you to whom he is like: He is like a man which

KYLE ELKINS
Editor in Chief

W

ithin the books of Ezekiel, Daniel
and Zechariah, you will find
some of
the most exciting
and
amazing
prophecies in all the Bible. The lessons
taken from these three books will
capture your interest and attention as
studies for the winter quarter Sunday
School return to the Old Testament.
Many reasons could be given that make
the prophecies in these books exciting.
However, one name can sum up all the
intent of the prophecies—Jesus. If you fail
to see Jesus Christ and the importance
of these books for daily living, you will
surely miss a tremendous blessing.
These three inspired writers lived during turbulent times. They
experienced days in which the future offered little hope for God’s
people. While they endured uncertain days, they were faithful to
the call of God for their lives. What was the key to their remaining
faithful? What is the key to living faithful lives today in what some
call a post-Christian era?
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A key to faithful living is to keep your heart focused or fixed on
God. Psalm 112:7 states, “He shall not be afraid of evil tidings; his
heart is fixed, trusting in the LORD.” The things you love the most
will capture the majority of your time. Where you invest your time
and effort will reflect your level of focus on God.
May these lessons encourage you and give you hope for the future,
for indeed, Jesus Christ is coming.

VBS Seminar
The seminar will be held at Northern Hills Baptist Church in
Texarkana. Presenters have already been selected and are
preparing to teach their appointed sessions. The date for the
seminar is February 29,
2020. Doors will open at
7:30 Saturday morning
to provide you time to
take all the pictures you
want. A full schedule will
be published soon. This
will be an exciting day
as you prepare for your
church’s VBS.

MONTHLY MISSION REPORT - OCTOBER 2019
News: October was quite eventful for the Stewart family. We welcomed
our third grandbaby – Teddy Wayne Stewart – into the world on October
2nd. The next two days were spent at Antioch MBC, Pearl, MS, for the
“Magnolia State” Missionary Baptist Association of Mississippi. October
17th found us with the Baptist General Assembly of Oklahoma which met
at Zion MBC in Roland. Other travels included Homecoming weekend at
New Testament MBC in Lonoke, AR, on the 12th & 13th and the Senders
Conference at Pinecrest MBC in Corinth, MS, on the 19th & 20th. On the
27th we presented ABA Missions to Bethlehem MBC, in Palmyra, AR. In
other news, we sold our house in Pine Bluff, AR, and will soon be closing
on our new home in Texarkana, AR. Praise the Lord for His grace and
goodness!
Names: While in Roland, OK, we enjoyed hearing Interstate Missionary
Scott Bourland (Indiana) preach the Missions Message. He, along
with Interstate Missionary Everett Ledbetter (Colorado) and Foreign
Missionary Darrell Roberton (Bolivia) attended this meeting; it was nice
to visit briefly with each of them.
Numbers: For the month of October the recommended missionaries
reported 461 professions of faith and 55 baptisms. We are so thankful
for these wonderful numbers reported to our office. Truly, our God is an
awesome God!
Needs: With the monthly deficit mounting we are asking the churches of
the American Baptist Association to seriously consider giving toward the
Thanksgiving Mission Offering. This offering is a wonderful mechanism
for helping the Missions’ Office offset our deficit months, so we encourage
you to give on or before November 24th. If you have not yet received a
packet of Thanksgiving Mission Offering materials or would like a DVD,
please contact the office. We would be happy to send one right out to you.
[NOTE: The video can be downloaded from the ANNOUCMENTS section
of the FORUM on the ABA website.]
Notes: If you were present for the Messenger Meeting the Churches
of the American Baptist Association in Knoxville, TN, in June, you
heard President Terry Parrish challenge the churches to bring 200
recommended missionaries to the 2020 meeting in Springfield, MO. I am
praying to the end. Are you?
Furthering the Gospel,

ROGER STEWART
Secretary-Treasurer
of Missions

To view previous reports,
visit our website at
www.abamissions.org
BEGINNING BALANCE		$1,438,778.24
RECEIPTS:
Interstate Salaries
$62,543.53
Foreign & National Salaries $55,825.43
Designated
$38,808.07
Undesignated
$20,182.61
TOTAL RECEIPTS		 $177,359.64
BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE		$1,616,137.88
DISBURSEMENTS
Interstate Salaries
$81,429.80
Foreign Salaries
$25,713.60
National Salaries
$24,739.20
Designated
$39,576.07
Sal/Exp of Sec-Treas. Office
		 News & Views Printing $3,067.63
		 Envelopes
$469.86
		 Thanksgiving Poster
$229.01
Office Salaries
$11,719.36
General Office
     $5,271.15
		 Automobile Expense
$570.27
		 Sec/Treas. Expenses
$935.95
		 Postage
$1,019.26
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS		 $194,741.16
BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD		$1,421,396.72
DEFICIT FOR JUNE		 ($17,381.52)

Dr. Roger Stewart
P.O. Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050 | Phone: 903.792.2312 | Fax: 903.794.1290 | Email: missions@abamissions.org
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KOINONIA

et me introduce
to you Bro. Bill
Kuykendall,
my
pastor. I am sure some of
you are thinking, “I know
Bill” but you do not know
“Bill” like I know him, and
he is Bro. Kuykendall to
me. I have such respect
for him that I have never
been able to call him Bill
or Bro. Bill. He is Bro.
Kuykendall.

I first heard him
speak at the Pastor and
Missionary Conference that met in Texarkana annually
for many years. His topic was KOINONIA which refers to
a “state of fellowship and unity that should exist within a
body”. I can still remember some of his points in building
KOINONIA in a church.
The reason his KOINONIA message was so meaningful
to me was it reminded me of the church that reached out
to my family through Bible School when I was four years
old. The same church drew my father, mother, sister and
I into their fellowship and later took me to Bogg Springs
Camp. On Thursday evening as a seven year old boy I
repented of my sins and asked Jesus to save me. That was
almost sixty year ago. I went back many years after the
first trip and between my junior and senior year of High
School announced my call to ministry fifty years ago next
Summer. The church was Olive Street MBC of Pine Bluff,
Arkansas. They believed in KOINIA. It works!
Thirty-two years ago Calvary Baptist Church of
Henderson was searching for a pastor. I had served on
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staff at Calvary for several years. The search committee
(pulpit committee) went to Calvary Baptist Church of
Ozark, Arkansas to hear a pastor who demonstrated
KOINONIA. He was the same man I heard speak at the
Texarkana conference.
God led Calvary Baptist of Henderson to call Bro.
Kuykendall as pastor. He has faithfully served Calvary for
thirty two years. I was privileged to serve alongside of
him until I resigned to take a full-time position at Texas
Baptist Institute. It was a wonderful time of church growth
and KOINIA.
When he brought his family to Henderson, Calvary
Baptist Church was having 170-200 in Sunday School.
Under his leadership, Calvary has grown from seventeen
Sunday School classes to over forty which is a vital factor
in church growth. Today, Calvary averages above five
hundred in Sunday School. Worship services increased
by the same amount.

More important than statistics are the MINISTRY
OPPORTUNITIES and FELLOWSHIP that have exploded
under his time of pastoring. Most important of all are
the souls that have been saved and lives changed
under the leadership of Bro. Bill Kuykendall, my pastor.
He announced over a year ago his intention to cease
being the Senior Pastor and yet willing to stay a year
or two and work with the man God leads to Calvary.
This is evidence of his love for Calvary and his desire
for continued growth in families and ministries.
Has it always been easy to work with him? Of
course not. He is an extremely purposed leader with
high expectations of staff, but he and I worked side by
side. He never does anything without a purpose in
mind. He is a goal-setter. If there is a “big-event” that
is successful, the next day after the event he is asking
“what can be done to make it better next time”! Does he
know everything going on at Calvary? Of course not,
but he knows 99%. He is Calvary’s pastor and he is still
my pastor. He is like Bro. Jackie Holt, Paul Magness and
Gene Smith, great men who knew how to lead churches
to growth. These are men who led Olive Street MBC

in Pine Bluff, Arkansas and greatly influenced my life.
Included in that list is my pastor, Dr. Bill Kuykendall
In addition to pastoring a large church with multiple
staff and employees, he has faithfully taught at Texas
Baptist Institute for over thirty years. He previously
served as Vice-President and currently serves as a
Trustee. He has also become very involved in our
community and is a respected leader.
I have been blessed to cover a lot of ground with him.
I ask that you pray for him and his wife Teresa as they
make this transition. Pray for Calvary Baptist Church as
a new pastor is brought to lead this great church.
Thank you Bro. Bill Kuykendall for what you have
done in Henderson, Texas. Thank you for being a very
purposeful pastor who allowed me to work with you in
many wonderful situations. It has been my privilege!
God lead and bless you in making your decisions for
your service ahead of you. I am sure He will continue
to use your abilities for His service.
- Steve Butler
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SERVANTS NEEDED
Contact TBI Office
for more Inofrmation
PASTOR:
Hillcrest MBC - Paris, TX
Spanns Chapel MBC - Center, TX
Missionary BC - San Antonio, TX
Landmark MBC - Lakewood, CO
Hinton MBC - Hinton, OK
Golden Meadows MBC - Garland, TX

ASSOCIATE PASTOR and/or
YOUTH LEADER:
Corinth MBC - Timpson, TX
Crestview MBC - Arlington, TX
Calvary MBC - Silsbee, TX
Cross Roads MBC - Hughes Springs, TX
Missionary BC - Hughes Springs, TX

TEXAS MISSION BUILDERS
Leroy & Mary Smith

M

ary and I have been going over
some of the things we have to be
thankful for and you are always
on that list. Thank you for the offerings
you send that help TMB each month. TMB
is blessed to have you as our helpers. God
continues to supply the needs of TMB
through all of you so we can help the
churches of the MBA of Texas. The workers
are at Pine Springs Baptist Camp this week
building a covered pavilion for the children.
The work pace begins to slow down a bit
this time of the year. Bro. Mike Pearson,
our TMB Supervisor, attended the MBA of
Texas meeting last week as did some others
of our helpers. Next week is Thanksgiving
week and families will want to be together.
There will be one more work week before
the annual TMB Camp-out. Work will pick
up again after January 1. At that time, they

will probably restart the
work at Woodville. There
may still be some work
going on in the TMB
Cabinet Shop between now and Christmas.
We have several jobs on the waiting list
we will be working on after the first of the
year. Bro. Dillon, the Pastor of East Side
MBC, our sponsoring church, was able to
attend several of the Local Association
meetings over the past couple of months
and he announced that TMB is in need of
another travel trailer for Bro. Mike Pearson
to replace his current one. Any help for that
project would be appreciated. Please keep
the TMB family in your prayers. We love
you all and are thankful for the love you
express for the churches by taking part in
TMB. Please let us know if there is anything
we can do for your church.

DEAF MINISTRY:
Antioch MBC - Little Rock, AR

TEXAS MISSION DEVELOPMENT
Jim Slocumb

T

he faithful consistent giving to
this program by our TMD supporters
for the last 47 years has given her
success in financially helping missions and
struggling churches in Texas with their
building and land needs. This program has
been a blessing to our Texas churches and
missions.
We are also sincerely grateful for their
participation in helping us in selecting our
quarterly projects. Our church and our
faithful supporters are excited about the
increased interest in the ministry of this
program.
These projects are very grateful for this
faithful giving of our supporters. The
number of our supporters is presently 145.
We commend and love all of them. We
need more supporters. If we are not a part
of your mission giving, please prayerfully
consider joining us in what we are doing
among our Texas churches.

Those receiving help
this last year are as
follows:
4th Qtr 2018
Landmark MBC of Floresville, Texas
$28,817.41
1st Qtr 2019
Holleyman Chapel MBC of Maydelle
and Westview MBC of Gatesville
$27,593.83 (Because of a tie vote, Each
received $13,796.92.)
2nd Qtr 2019
New Hope MBC of Moss Hill, Texas
$28,454.10
3rd Qtr 2019
Fellowship MBC of Pasadena, Texas
$28,702.50
THE TOTAL RECEIVED AND PRESENTED
THIS YEAR: $113,567.84

Presentation to Fellowship MBC of Pasadena,
Texas Third Quarter 2019. $28,992.08.
Left to Right Bro. Jim Slocumg, Glenda Gooldy,
Fellowship Pastor Lloyd Chitenden, and
Treasurer Sunny Adams.
This check put TMD nearly $40,000.00 over
our $3,000,000.00 Goal for 2020! Amen! PTL!
Thank you TMD supporters!
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MTM MODULE 2

Lynn & Brenda Raburn

B

renda and I enjoyed another good
seminar with Missionary Training
Ministry (MTM) in Mountain View,
Arkansas. I presented three sessions on
the call, and Brenda spoke twice to the
women. We appreciate very much the
opportunity to partner with MTM and Joe

Morell. Registrations poured in for this
module and the attendance was great! I
enjoyed hearing the other presenters and
getting to meet with those who attended.
Flatwoods did a great job of hosting the
meeting and we look forward to going
back next year. Module 3 of MTM will be
the World Missions Seminar at FaithNLR
March 30 - April 3, 2020. Please make
plans to attend this week of training. This
seminar will be our traditional curriculum

for our Second Week of WMS. Registration
forms will soon be available online. Don’t
forget that completing all MTM Modules
and completing the required reading
qualifies one for an Associate of Missions
Degree from Missionary Baptist Seminary
in Little Rock.

FINAL RESULTS

BACK-TO-SCHOOL CAMPAIGN
It’s not too late to help us reach our goal!
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AMERICAN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
NATIONAL WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
2019 NATIONAL GOAL
Goal Request of Calvary Missionary Baptist
Church for $10,000 - $15,000 towards
Anthony Phillips (The Phillips In France) for
a used car in France.
Send your offerings to our Treasurer:
Deanna Bailey
11392 N. Armstrong, Clovis CA. 93612
deannabailey@sbcglobal.net

EAST TEXAS DISTRICT LADIES AUX

T

he East Texas District Ladies’ Auxiliary met October
15, 2019, with Heritage MBC, Tyler. President Shirley
Hughes brought a devotional about things we should be
most “thankful.” An offering was taken for Texas Baptist Institute
in the amount of $427.00. A second offering for the State Goal,
Bro. Juan Gallegos was $4,327.00! Treasurer, Marsha Witcher
reported that our district has sent $5,520.00 to the State Ladies
project. 10 officers were present and nine churches were
represented. The total attendance was 41. Bro.Robert Wallace
came and gave a report on TBI saying the future for the school
“never looked brighter” - very good news. The offerings at the
January 2020 meeting will be Pine Springs Camp and Bro. Scott
Jones of Austin. The meeting will be January 14, 2020, at Kilgore
Missionary Baptist Church.

HOPEWELL DISTRICT LADIES AUX

T

he Hopewell District Ladies Auxiliary met at Liberty
Hill MBC, on Tuesday, October 8, 2019. Brandi Hughes
of Liberty Hill led in the congregational singing. Judy
Thompson of Mt. Sylvia brought a timely devotional from Joshua
1:9, “God goes where you go”. Brandi Hughes also brought a
heartfelt devotional in song and personal testimony “Thy Will
Be Done”. District President Sandra Martindale of Spring Hill
MBC opened our meeting with prayer. Four churches were
represented, Liberty Hill, Lone Star, Mt. Sylvia and Nevill’s
Chapel, with a total of 25 present. An offering of $652.11 was
received for the 2019 state goal. A delicious meal was prepared
by the host church and enjoyed by all. The next District meeting
will be Tuesday, January 14, 2020 at Nevill’s Chapel MBC, at
10:00 AM in Mt. Pleasant, TX. - 30
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IN MEMORIUM

William Richard Simpson
September 22, 1924 - October 28, 2019
95, of Midland, TX, was welcomed into the loving
arms of his Lord on October 28, 2019. Known as
“William” to his family, “Richard” to his late wife
Dorothy and her family, “Dad” or “Daddy” to his
daughters, “Brother Bill” or “Suitcase” to his fellow
preachers and friends, he is “Papaw Buddy” to his
many grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

He was born September 22, 1924 to the late Harvey and Ruth Simpson,
the eldest of six children in a family of rice farmers. Raised in DeWitt,
Arkansas County, he joined the Navy Air Force at the age of 18 and
proudly served his country during World War II as an Aviation
Radioman Second Class and Gunner/ Radar Operator on a patrol
bomber seaplane known as a PBY. He wed his high school sweetheart,
Dorothy Elizabeth Henderson, and after the War ended they began
raising their family, of whom he was immensely proud.
He farmed his family’s lands until answering the Lord’s call to preach
in the summer of 1955. It was while earning his degree in Bible
Languages from the Missionary Baptist Seminary in Little Rock,
Arkansas that he gained the nickname “Suitcase Simpson” for the
oversized briefcase in which he carried his textbooks. He pastored
several churches in Arkansas prior to becoming an “Interstate
Missionary” with the American Baptist Association and moving his
family to West Texas, which Dorothy immediately dubbed “the foreign
mission field”. In Midland, he was the founding Pastor of Oaklawn
Park Missionary Baptist Church and, later, Tall City Missionary Baptist
Church, and President of the West Texas Baptist Institute for more than
20 years, where he was also an instructor.
Because of his immense sense of patriotism for his Country, and his
joy in spreading the Gospel of Christ being the center of everything
he did, donations may be made to Folds of Honor, the Texas Baptist
Institute in Henderson, TX, or the Missionary Baptist Seminary in Little
Rock, AR.

903.458.9296 | info@abamedia.org
2711 Texas Blvd. Texarkana, TX 75503
Facebook & Youtube /abamediaservice
Video/Audio Production | Technical Training & Installation | Scriptural Teaching Tools

Since 1999, ABAmedia has provided affordable media services to churches, missionaries and ministries of
the ABA. Because of monthly financial supporters, we have been able to work on location, around the
world, as well as in our studio in Texarkana, Texas (built in 2012).
OUR SERVICES
• Creating Outreach, Promo, Highlight & Teaching
videos
• Technical Training (Sound, Lighting, ProPresenter, etc.)
• Installation (Live Streaming, Video/Audio Recording,
Projection, Sound, Lighting, Networking, etc.)

OUR NEED: We need you to pray for God’s
direction in helping us to be more effective and
relevant. We also need your financial support
to help pay for studio gear, field gear, editing,
salaries, travel and other operational expenses.
Please consider supporting us monthly!

MBA OF TEXAS MISSION REPORTS - OCTOBER 2019
Editor: Curtis Gilbert

AUGUST BEGINNING BALANCE: $79,395.02
OFFERINGS: $19,208.56
MISSIONARY SUPPORT: $10,950
ADM. SALARY: $2,600
EXPENSES: $2,793.65
OCTOBER ENDING BALANCE: $82,259.93
SAVED: 2 / BAPTIZED: 1 / STATEMENT: 2
Since November 1st, 2018 there have
been 35 saved, 18 baptized, with 8 joining
by letter, 2 joining by statement and 1
surrendering to the ministry.

LELAND ACKER
EARLY - LIFE POINT MBC

Saved/Baptized: In October one soul was
saved and followed the Lord in Baptism.
Thursday night we train for door-to-door
outreach, doing a study of salvation and the
Gospel, a young lady made a profession of
faith, and was baptized.
Initiative: We have a family Bible study on
Wednesday, to cultivate Bible study time
between parents and children. We began a
Thursday night outreach program. We trained
on evangelism, and plan on canvassing the
neighborhoods. Our senior’s Bible study at the
retirement apartment complex continues.
Stats: We had 1 saved and 1 baptized. Our
averages were 16 in SS; 19 in MW; and 18 on
WE. Our offering was $1,946.12 with $350
given to missions.
Milestone: We handed the church finances to
two members with business credentials.
Work: I continue my work as a hospice
chaplain and have seen 3 souls saved through
this.
Numbers: Life Point made: 10- Visits; 13- Phone
Calls; 1,214- Media Reach.

JOE BOZARTH
CONROE - FELLOWSHIP MBC

Outreach: The mission decided to have a
Christmas Day Camp as outreach. It will be a
one day VBS type of camp for children of all
ages. We did have return visitors this month.
Stats: Our averages were 10 in SS; 13 in MW; 12
on EW; and 12 on WE. Our offering was $3,779
with $402.92 given to missions, and $3,002.32
paid on the loan.
Meeting: I am looking forward to the State
Meeting seeing friends and hearing about
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what others are doing in the field.

STEVEN HANEY
LUBBOCK - MBSF TEXAS TECH U.

7 Tech Students: We have 2 new students
coming with 7-8 for our Monday Bible studies
with 6 being Tech students. We have 7 Tech
students and 2 more that come to other
activities. Pray for Isiah and Blessing to keep
a passion and bring others and for Hayley,
that has text me about our meeting times and
beliefs.
Application: We filed our intent to form
application with TT. Isiah and Andrew will
attend the required meeting on Nov. 5th to find
out the next steps. Pray we can be formed as a
student organization by the end of November.
Finances: We average $2,950 each month.
Our goal is $4,500 /month to cover salary,
MBSF housing, and extra expenses. I look
forward to presenting the work to 2 churches
in East Texas and attending the state meeting.

GLENN MCCARVER
EL PASO - BORDERLAND MBC

Spanish: God led me to a Turkish couple in
Spanish class. In class, people are from Turkey,
Germany, Austria, Philippines, Afghanistan,
and Iran. We gave a presentation (in Spanish)
about ourselves. I used this opportunity to
share Jesus. The Turkish couple invited the
class to a Turkish festival. I attended and
Jakob introduced me as his friend. Pray I can
lead them to Christ.
Stats: Our averages were 9 in MW; and 9 in
WE; with 9 visitors. We gave $150 to missions.
Mexico: I preached at Iglesia Bautista
Sembradores de la Semilla in Juarez, Mexico.
Keep Bro. Jorge Pina in your prayers. He
served there many years, but is battling
cancer.

VICTOR RICE
SAN ANTONIO - SHILOH MBC

Illness: The month had a lot of illness and
hospital visits for our membership. We
ministered to a lady in a car rollover several
months ago, whom the Lord called home. Pray
for her son Ethan, who is 12 yr. and was shot
4 months ago and paralyzed from the waist
down.
Family: Pray for the health of my wife and
son for healing and strength and for the
membership.
Stats: We averaged 17 in SS; 22 in MW; and
18 in WE. Our offering was $3,159 with $307
given to missions and $1,200 paid on rent.

Meeting: We shared the work at a faith
promise giving on Sunday at Northcrest BC in
Andrews.

DAVID SMITH
MANSFIELD- LIFE LINE BC

Saved: Joanna got saved. Her family of four has
been coming to our services fairly regularly.
Joined: Mary, Alice’s sister from Venus, and
Gregory joined with us.
Outreach: Bro. Kuni Oba organized a team of
6 students from TBI that went door-knocking,
receiving a number of contacts. Some ask
about church and hope they will come. We
followed up on most, and had opportunities to
share the gospel.
Stats: We averaged 15 in MW and 6 in small
groups. We had 1 saved and 2 joined by
statement. Our offering was $1,696 with $415
given to missions and $650 paid on rent.
Specials: Bro. Robert Wallace presented TBI
to our church and was well received. Also,
we enjoyed Bro. Ken Sibley’s illusion ministry,
which kept everyone on the edge of their
seats.

DANIEL TIJERINA
DONNA - A NEW BEGINNING BC

Church growth: Our Sunday school classes
have a direct impact in equipping the saints to
serve others and teach about Christ.
Fellowship: We met with Mt. Calvary MBC
and other churches.
Outreach: We reached out to new families
and children. We visited a store front, about
15 miles from us. Bro. Jonas Rocha owns the
place and is willing to let us use it as a mission
point.
Future Plans: We wait on the Lord to provide
a meeting place. Plans to organize into a local
New Testament Church are moving forward.
Stats: We have 5 families and averaged 18 in
MW and study at our homes on Wednesdays.
Thanks: We are grateful to the churches that
give to the MBA, TMD, and TMB. We thank our
sponsoring church-Unity MBC of Longview,
and pastor Ray Williams.

MISSION ADVANCE
Editor: Roy Culley

Shin & Mitsue Kamoda, Japanese Missions
Sister Mayu Shiraishi followed Jesus in baptism
during worship services on September 15th.
Her mother, Sister Miki Shiraishi has taken her
to worship and Sunday school since Mayu was
a small child. She made her profession of faith
in Jesus Christ in 2015. She continued to attend
services. After she confirmed her commitment
to follow Jesus in baptism, she spoke to her
father who is not a Christian. He asked her
why she wants to be baptized. She said she
wants to follow Jesus and join our church. Her
father agreed she could be baptized. What a
testimony! Pray for her walk and her father to be
saved soon! Bro. Akio Imai occasionally attends
services and seeks the Lord’s guidance. Pray
for his commitment to follow Jesus in baptism.
Three Japan Baptist Association events were
held successfully last month, Youth Fellowship,
Men’s Fellowship and JMB Seminary faculty
meeting. Thank you for your prayers and
support.
Torrential rain delayed resuming seminary
classes one week. The kitchen and dining hall
idea paid off giving them about 50% saving on
food, cans and a good comfortable place to eat.
The classes under Bro Roger are doing well. He
is working hard.
Bro. Absalom Manasseh wants his wife to go with
him the next 3 month teaching trip to Vanuatu to
teach the Ladies. This is needed and we want
to begin a fund to enable it. Expenses would be
about $1,700 USD a month all told. Sponsored
by Bethel MBC, P.O. Box 416, Otis Orchards, WA.
B. R. Singh, North India Missions
We had the privilege to share the Gospel in 16
schools reaching 8117 students and teaches. In
all 7151 souls professed Jesus as their personal
Savior. We conducted four cottage meetings in
which 8 souls were saved. We organized our
sixth mission into a New Testament Church. One
preacher was ordained and 76 believers testified
to our Lord in the waters of baptism. Thank you
all for praying, encouraging and supporting this
work. May God bless you all! P.O. Box 553534,
Lubbock, TX 79453.

Gilberto Pinzon, Columbia Missions
Thanks for your payers in favor of my health
and the Lord’s work here. Two specialists
have examined me and think I will be fully
recovered by December. Peniel Mission had
four first time visitors and three second time
visitors. Robbers broke one door tnto the Bogata
Quiroga MBC and took almost everything. We
helped with 10 chairs and desks for children,
15 Bibles and 400 gospel tracts. Pray for the
salvation of the criminals. We will have our 27th
closing exercises of the school with 20 students
receiving certificates. My son David is doing well
on his second year at TBI. SS averaged 29, MW
40, EW 16 and there was 1 candidate for baptism.
Please pray for the Needed $4000 to repair the
van engine. I appreciate very much your love,
prayers and support. May the Lord continue
blessing you. Sponsored by First BC, box 398
Port Salerno, FL 34992.
Julio Mendoza, Monterrey Colombian Mission
The Mission celebrated the feast of love
and friendship with 12 first time visitors, 4
professions of faith and 3 baptisms with a total
attendance of 80, nine from Venezuela attending.
A granddaughter, Mother and daughter were all
saved! Glory to God!
Phil & EIA Gavia - Missionaies since 1969.
During a week ministry in Cuba to present a
seminar on creation to national pastors and
missionaries, we were blessed to win the
mother, son, and father who operate the bed
and breakfast where they stayed. All attended
church the following Wednesday evening. Next
on to Guadalajara, Mexico. Pray for EIA’s health.
Sent by First BC of East Bay.100102 Old Big Bend
Rd,Riverview, Fl 33578.

PLEASE SEND ARTICLES AND PICTURES FOR THIS COLUMN BY THE 15TH
OF THE PRIOR MONTH TO: P.O. BOX 570 HENDERSON, TX 75653-0570
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‘Medal’
of the
Byzantine
time

To view this artifact
and many others,
contact the school office
for an appointment.

FACTS ABOUT THE FACTS
by John Melancon

T

he period of Roman influence after the
early church eventually became known as
the Byzantine period. Constantine blended
the Christian Faith with tradition and Paganism
to attempt to unify the empire and cause growth.
Many of these influences are still accepted within
“Christendom” to this day. This admixture of beliefs
exists with wide acceptance in many circles but their
practice is against many of the tenants of Biblical
Christianity. Here we see a ‘medal’ of the Byzantine
time. The image is called Christus by many. This
was not a medal for military performance but rather
to commemorate people, events or institutions. This
particular one carries religious significance. These
were struck as early as the third century A.D. and
were many times attached to articles of clothing to
show the persons protection from evils and their
importance within a religious system. Prestige
was shown by their inclusion in their manner of
dress. These were not worn often as shown by their
general good condition when discovered.

CHURCH HISTORY
by Don Britton

O

ne day while most of the men were outside the fort working in the
fields, a Comanche Indian raiding party approached the fort with
signs of peace. They thus gained entrance and murdered most of the
women and children. Daniel’s niece, John Parker’s young daughter, Cynthia
Ann was carried away captive. She was raised by the Indians. She forgot
her native language, and in all respects became a Comanche Indian. She
was married to an Indian Brave, and gave birth to a son, Quanah Parker,
who became the Comanche Indian Chief with whom the United States
Government negotiated the terms under which the Comanches were
resettled in Oklahoma Territory, thus ending the Indian problem in Texas.
Cynthia Ann was later captured and returned to the White Man’s way of
life, but she was never reconciled. She died virtually a prisoner of the white
people. Until the day of her untimely death she pinned for her people, the
Comanches and their life-style.
Z. N. Morrell was a Baptist preacher in Tennessee. On the advice of his
physician, he moved to Texas for health reasons in 1834, or 1835. He authored
“Flowers and Fruits,” in which he detailed many of his personal trials in
preaching the Gospel in a largely untamed wilderness It is an interesting
history of pioneer Baptist work in Texas.
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EDITOR’S NOTE:
The previous was an excerpt from Dr.
O. H. Griffith’s book entitled, “Missionary
Baptists in Texas 1820-1998.”
A copy of Dr. Griffith’s book is available by
sending $3.50 to:
H & A Committee
P. O. Box 570,
Henderson, TX.
75653-0570

way my mind works, food meant food and all the food I had at the
time was a blue container filled with spice drops. I told the ladies
in our Sunday night class about what had happened. Jill said “I
bet he is a little more specific about what he wants from now on.”

G

randdaughter Sky was spending a few days with us.
Sky is fourteen...and Sky has a bird. She asked if it would be
ok if she brought her bird. Of course. I guess she has her
Granddaddy’s love for critters with feathers. She has that stupid
bird trained. Blew me away. She loves animals and has a gift for
training them.

I had a piece of fabric I needed to find a sweater to match. The
fabric is going to be pants as soon as I get to it. But, I wanted to be
sure I had a sweater to match. Thinking shopping would be a nice
outing..me looking for sweaters...Sky checking out pet stores...we
were off. Our closest shopping is an hour away. We went to one
of the big department stores... she went to “food court” I went to
“women’s department.” I had my fabric swatch out, totally focused
on finding a sweater. A man approached me, right there in the
middle of the women’s department, apologizing over and over and
asking if he could talk to me...still apologizing.

...a man approached me,
right there in the middle of
the women’s department.
I told him certainly. He told me he had just come from Dallas...
apologized again...and ask if I had some food. The picture in my
mind immediately went to my “cheeze-its” (a box of “extra toasty”
is with me at all times...they are my staple). But, they were in the
car. If we were home I could fix him an egg or something. Food...
my mind was racing. Oh...I remembered..there were spice drops
in my purse. I keep them in one of those blue Mementoes gum
containers with the flip top lid...works great for easy access. I dug
around in my purse, he was still apologizing while I was digging. I
pulled out the blue container and put it in his hand. I told him that
was all the food I had but was happy for him to have it. The last
thing I remember is seeing him standing there in his little jacket,
holding my blue container of candy with a funny look on his face.
Feeling a little awkward standing in the middle of the “women’s
department” talking with a strange man, I said my good-byes and
moved on.

It has been over two weeks and that whole incident has
remained heavy on my mind. For one thing, how can a girl who
claims to be a Christian be so
insensitive to a man needing
food. I handed a hungry man a
blue gum container full of spice
drops!! Who does that?!!! He said
“food”. I was thinking I had some
caramels dropped in the bottom
of my purse, but couldn’t find
them. That’s all I had. That’s where
my thinking ended and that
really bothers me about myself.
I thought I was more caring than
that. So, I found out something
about myself of which I need to be
aware. I really need to be more sensitive to the needs of others.
Hopefully, he met up with someone who was more of a Christian
than me, and at least had a banana or apple or something.

I thought of something else. Maybe I should be more specific
about things when I’m talking to my Father. Talking generalities
is lots easier than talking specifics. Talking specifics takes time,
because when you say it out loud, you have to share so much of
yourself. You have to really be close to a person to share specific
needs and even desires. Ever thought about that? You don’t tell
just anybody what you need or why... why you want it, or how you
got yourself into it, and why you need help. God already knows,
both needs and desires, but He wants to hear them from me. I think
mainly it’s because He wants me to
spend that time with Him. And,
saying it specifically to Him
makes His answers more
personal when they come.
He wants to know I love Him
for who He is and not just for
what He does for me.

So, if you meet up with me
and are hungry... just know I
am nearly always good for
Cheeze-its and gum drops,
and I’m happy to share.
But, past that....well,
you’re on your own!

Where was my mind!! I honestly thought no more about it until I
got in the car and saw my “cheeze-its”. I wondered if I might find him
and give them to him. Actually, I never saw him again anywhere
in the store. I told Sky about him and she said “Memomma!!! He
wanted money!!” Well, he didn’t say anything about money! The
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