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S ince I have for years written  
“TBI Reports” with never 
explaining what reports really 

are all about; let us consider the many 
ways the word report may be used.   
When speaking of reports or maybe just 

of one report, we are using the word “report” as a noun which 
names something; in this case what I am now writing.  But, also 
the word “report” can name a condition under which persons 
or schools can be placed to prove their true worth in their field 
of endeavor or for punishment.

I know from experience the meaning of “being put on report” 
for punishment.  While in pilot training as a U.S. Navy Cadet 
at Lakehurst New Jersey in the winter of 1943; I was placed 
on report.  A naval officer while correcting me said, “I thought 
more of Texas than that.”  I responded, “Say what you wish 
about me but you keep Texas out of it.”  My punishment report 
was “Walking for four hours in full dress with a rifle on my 
shoulder in the rain; while the rest of my outfit went on liberty 
into Philadelphia.  I learned a good lesson, finished my training 
and received my “wings” and commission as a Navy Ensign on 
December 7, 1943.

Texas Baptist Institute-Seminary placed herself on “report” 
to prove her worth to God and man in the field of religious 
education.  She has proved her worth in the first giant step and 
is well on the way for the next step.

We are very thankful for all you do for us; your prayers, your 
visits and your support encourage us.  We pray God’s blessings 
on all of you.

- rob
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B 
eginning this 2019-2020 
school year has been more 
than exciting.  Opening day 

with guests for Chapel was amazing, 
crowded but amazing. 

We are blessed with 94 students 
taking classes on-campus, live streamed or archived.  
Faculty is doing their best to provide the education 
needed “to equip, advance and fulfill” (from our Mission 
Statement).  Thank you for your prayers, encouragement 
and support.  Bro. Robert Wallace and I are available to be 
with any churches to up-date information concerning TBI 
and say thank you for your support.  Please contact us.

Second Term begins Tuesday, November 19 with 
registration opening October 29.  New students can 
jump in and take classes at the beginning of any term.  
Available classes for Second Term in Henderson, Alvin 
and Garland are listed in the center section of this issue.

I am reminded of Ezekiel 44:5 which challenges us to 
“mark well, behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine 
ears….”.  What an amazing goal for all schools as we seek 
to teach the truth of God’s Word.

MISSION:

1300 Longview Dr.
Henderson, TX 75652 tbi.edu

The Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary equips saints to do the work of ministry through a Biblically-
based higher education in harmony with Bible doctrines of the American Baptist Association to 
advance the Kingdom of God through the local church ministry of fulfilling the Great Commission.

A 
s we have settled into 
the new school year, 
we usually like to take 

some time to reflect on summer 
activities. The problem is, with 
the spike in enrollment and the 

continual effort to keep making further advancements 
and improvements, it is hard to take that time. If we are 
going to have an issue, that’s a good one to have.

Many of you can relate to the phrase being thrown to 
the wolves. As we started this school year, we (the TBI 
Administration) did just that to our newest employee. 
Lisa Davidson was hired to be our new Fiscal Affairs 
Assistant and started work during the middle of student 
registration for the Fall Term. Lisa is to be commended 
for diving in and handling the chaos that is starting a 
new year and training for a new position all at the same 
time. Our hope is that if she can handle all that, she’s 
going to be a keeper.

Thank you to those who have already had a part in our 
Back-to-School Campaign! You can see the progress on 
the back cover of this issue. It’s not too late to be a part! 
Let us know if you have any questions.
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W 
hen one thinks of someone 
receiving a seminary education,  
we traditionally think of a student 

sitting in a classroom or taking courses 
online and listening to lectures from an 
instructor. While that is a large portion 
of what happens in most all educational 
development, classroom instruction only 

partially prepares a student for tasks they will later encounter. 
They must also understand how to apply what is taught.

One of the methods TBI students gain this knowledge is through 
summer ministry service. This past summer, one of our TBI 
students, Kuni Oba, was privileged to spend time with Scott Jones 
in Austin, TX. Bro. Oba states he enjoyed his time in Austin and 
gained insight regarding methods of outreach he would like to 
use in the future when he reaches the mission field. He also saw 
firsthand some of the organizational preparatory work that must 
be done when preparing for a large-scale group outreach.

From this point Oba traveled to Lahabra, CA where he met up 
with Bro. Jonathan Morgan and assisted their family as they 
moved to Romania. While in Romania, he experienced preaching 
while being assisted by a translator, and also served in a medical 
mission effort. Bro. Oba saw firsthand what it means to be new 
to a foreign mission field and the many cultural adjustments a 
missionary family experiences. In addition, Oba also attended the 
A.B.A. meeting and traveled to Lithuania.

Application of instruction is vital to the understanding of teaching. 
We are thankful for pastors and churches who understand how 
important this is to the development and have the ability to 
provide opportunities like the ones Bro. Oba experienced. May 
God continue to bless as we seek to equip these ministers for the 
ministry.

FACULTY INSIGHTS 
M 

any societies of the ancient world 
developed a mythic geography that 
conveyed the notion of central spaces. 

In some cases, a geographical location could be 
considered not just a “center”, but “the center 
of the world”: Greeks recognized Delphi as the 
center of the earth; Romans thought that Rome 
was the center of the world; and the Samaritans 

believed the Mount Gerizim was laid at the center of the earth. In 
the Jewish tradition (Book of Jubilees 8.18–19), Garden of Eden and 
Mount Sinai (center of the desert) were marked as sacred centers, 
and the Mount Zion (a synonym for Jerusalem) received a special 
description: the center of the navel of the earth. This ancient Jewish 
belief in Jerusalem as the center of the world comes from the Hebrew 
Bible (Ezek. 5.5; 38.11-12) and from Israel’s history: during the Davidic 
era, Jerusalem became a political capital and religious center, the 
city of the temple where God chose to dwell, the center of God’s 
activity in this world, the center of the world.

This centrality of Jerusalem can be found in the New Testament as 
well: Jerusalem is ‘the city of the great King’ (Matt 5:35); Jerusalem 
is the place where the Messiah was crucified; Jerusalem was the 
center of the earliest disciples of Jesus, the place where he chose to 
establish his church; from Jerusalem the Gospel was spread to the 
ends of the earth; and Jerusalem appears as a central space in the 
Eschatology of the New Testament (Lk 21.20-24; Rev 3.12, 21.2, 10).

The centrality of Jerusalem became part of the Jewish and Christian 
worldview over the centuries in such a way that the holy city 
occupied a prominent place in the history of cartography with the 
Byzantine and Medieval practice of placing Jerusalem at the center 
of maps.

“Blessed art Thou, Lord, who brings comfort to Zion and rebuilds 
Jerusalem.”

MAKING IT REAL THE CENTER OF THE WORLD
JIMMY JONES FRANCISCO BARROS, PhD
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M 
ost of us feel as 
though we cannot  
associate with the 

term “privileged life.” I believe 
most of us feel as though we’ve 
had to work and struggle for 
everything we’ve achieved 
and for whatever earthly goods 

we possess. This statement is not to minimize the 
truth that “every good gift and every perfect gift” 
comes from God. We know God is the provider of all 
things. However, when we hear of people who live 
a privileged life we think of other people and not 
ourselves. Those living the privileged life are actors 
or actresses, sports athletes, or famous wealthy 
individuals who you see on television or read about 
in the newspaper (or on the internet). Living the 
privileged life takes money and the good things that 
only money can purchase. Or so we think. 

Let me suggest to you the real “privileged life.” As 
believers we really do get to live a privileged life 
when we consider our relationship with the Lord. 
If we have trusted Christ as our personal Savior, we 
are children of God. What could be more privileged 
than that?

I want to suggest two areas in which we are 
privileged in our relationship with God. The first 
is that we are privileged with God’s Word and 
especially God’s Word in our own language. God has 
revealed Himself to us in His Word and we are able 
to know Him and to know how we ought to live. The 
second area in which we are privileged is our ability 
to develop relationships with others and to have the 
freedom to share Christ with them. The freedoms 
that we enjoy in our country are a privilege. As a 
believer we can take full advantage of our freedoms 
and enjoy the real “privileged life.”

C harles Barkley, a professional basketball Hall-
of-Famer, made a commercial in 1993 in which 
he said, “I’m not a role model.  Just because I dunk 

a basketball doesn’t mean I should raise your kids.”

A role model is defined as a person whose behavior, 
example or success is or can be emulated by others, 

especially younger people.  So, whether we realize it or not, we are all role 
models.  A role model doesn’t have to raise your kids.  However, they can and 
do influence their choices.

I was at a social event recently which was attended by a little boy who was 
wearing glasses.  The event was held outside.  I like to wear sunglasses when 
outside and when I do, I place my regular glasses on the front of my shirt at the 
top button. I didn’t notice it, but my wife informed me later that the little boy 
placed his glasses on his shirt just like I do.  He was emulating my behavior and 
he didn’t know anything about me.  I was setting an example for him in this 
behavior and didn’t even realize it.  I was his role model in that moment.

In Matthew 18:6,7 Jesus was talking about being a negative influence on 
children when he said, “But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which 
believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his 
neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.  Woe unto the world 
because of offences! For it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that 
man by whom the offence cometh!”

Furthermore, a role model doesn’t just influence children.  Adults have role 
models too.  Some role models are positive influences and some are negative.  
The most positive role model is Jesus Christ.  The most negative role model is 
Satan.  Christians are to follow Christ.  A synonym for Christian is Christlike.  
Let’s follow His example.

We at Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary are gaining more insight into how we 
are role models to others.  We are making an effort to follow Christ and be good 
examples to others. We all need to be aware of who is in our world of influence!  
We all need to be aware of how we influence them!

We are all role models!

WE ARE ROLE MODELS LIVING A PRIVILEGED LIFE
FRANK LANEJAMES RONEY



ANOTHER 
ARTICLE FROM 
BRO BROOKS?

S 
imply put; Paul, the greatest of all 
missionaries working in and with the 
true churches, confessed to having 

wronged the church at Corinth by not 
teaching them to support him. He asked the 
church to forgive him for that wrong.

While there are many lessons that might 
be drawn from this verse of Scripture; the 
primary lesson is: all pastors are primarily 
responsible for the choices made by those 
over whom God has placed them. Now, 
Let us isolate our thinking to “pastoral 
leadership in missions and Christian 
education support” and then further isolate 
our thinking to “pastoral leadership in 
fairness of missionary support” and then 
“pastoral leadership in distribution of 
mission funds.”

This writer wishes to deal with the last 
item – Pastoral leadership in distribution 
of mission funds; and what he has to say 

won’t take long. My brethren, basically; the 
largest part of the $1,479,683.44 of mission 
offering from the Lord’s churches is being 
misused. Those funds were given to finance 
the God ordained evangelistic work of the 
Lord’s churches; never to be used in the 
world of finances. There are God called 
men all around us preparing to take the 
soul saving gospel into all the world; men 
who need financial help in reaching their 
God-chosen places of service. Also, there 
are others working on their God ordained 
fields of service who need help in housing 
and local transportation and educating 
their children. My brother pastors, ONLY 
you can solve this problem of scriptural 
distribution of mission funds. There are two 
avenues that can be followed either of which 
will solve the problem; (One) Your church 
continues to send the current amount to the 
Mission’s Office with half of it designated 
to chosen missionaries; (Two) Your church 

sends half to the Mission’s Office and you 
and your church send the other half to 
missionaries with personal needs or other 
mission needs. Remember this: the pastors 
of the churches are the key to solving the 
present faulty distribution of Mission Funds. 
Brother pastor, Try my view, you will like 
it; if not now and here, you will like it at the 
judgment seat of Christ.

Without doubt, many pastors will “cuss 
and discuss” this 96 year old active pastor’s 
published view; but know this, I am past 
concerning myself with what others think or 
say about my personal Lord-directed work. 
Happiness has been my sixty-six years of 
pastoring Long Branch MBC and of working 
in many areas of service with Texas Baptist 
Institute-Seminary. Happiness is, both of 
these continue to love me and look to me for 
helpful guidance.

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 12:13
“For what is it wherein ye were inferior to other churches, except it be that I myself was not burdensome to you? Forgive me this wrong.”

A MESSAGE OF NECESSITY
Ray O. Brooks
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DR. A.J. KIRKLAND MEMORIAL LECTURES

PRACTICAL PASTORAL APOLOGETICS: 
How to prepare people, especially youth 
for the world’s attack on their faith.
Speaker: Dr. George Garner  
December 3-6, 2019
11:00 a.m. each day
Lunch will be served December 3



A 
common complaint among church 
leaders and members is appathy 
within our churches. The Merriam-

Webster Dictionary defines apathy as lack 
of interest or concern.  Revelation 3 speaks 

of a church in Sardis who had become apathetic, relying on their 
wealth, perceived security and past accomplishments to define it.  
Jesus confronted their apathy with a quick history lesson in just a 
few words:  Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, 
that are ready to die… Revelation 3:2

Sardis had been a wealthy and great military city of Lydia.  It 
was considered impenetrable, situated in a river plain on a 
plateau 1500 feet above a valley, with steep cliffs.  The river below 
it contained gold.  Over time they became secure in wealth and 
luxury.  They thought it would last forever. 

Herodotus, in The Histories, described the siege of Sardis by 
Cyrus, king of Persia.  Cyrus had offered a reward to any soldier 
who found a way into Sardis.  One night a Persian soldier noticed 
a Lydian soldier retrieve his helmet after dropping it off the wall.  
The Persian soldier figured there must be a crack in the wall.  The 
Persians sent soldiers into the city through that crack, opened the 
gates and ransacked the city.  Two centuries later, Antiochus of 
Greece, led his armies against Sardis, entering again through a 
crack in the wall.  In their apathy Sardis was again defeated as 

they slept.

The church at Sardis had not learned from the history of their 
own city.  Jesus warned them to wake up, repent and get back to 
doing the work of the kingdom:  Remember therefore how thou 
hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. Revelation 
3:3  Being blessed with material blessings, have we become so 
spiritually apathetic that we have allowed sin to creep into our 
churches and families?  In our comfort, have we turned a blind 
eye to the spiritual needs of our family, friends, and neighbors?  
May we listen as Jesus warns us to wake up, repent, and faithfully 
fulfill His Great Commission.

H 
as your past ever come back to 
haunt you? Has your past caused you 
to doubt whether God could possibly 

love you after what you did? After what you 
thought? John wanted his readers to know 

without any doubt that they had eternal life. John pointed out that 
loving one another is an essential mark of a believer’s identity in 
Christ and assurance of the possession of eternal life.

In 1 John 3:11-24, John presented two snapshots to prove his 
point of how loving one another is an indication of the presence 
of eternal life or not. One who does not love his brother abides in 
death and does not have eternal life; one who loves his brother 
abides in Jesus Christ and can enjoy the assurance of eternal life.

         
The first snapshot was that of Cain showing what love is not. Cain 
and Abel both brought offerings to God. Abel brought a sacrifice of 
the flock. Cain brought what he had grown. God accepted Abel’s 
offering but rejected Cain’s. God offered Cain time to bring an 
acceptable offering. Cain ultimately murdered his brother Abel. 
Hatred and jealousy for a person or thing, to the point of hurting 
someone, is not a picture of love. It is of the devil.

         
John  painted a second snapshot showing what love is. Jesus 
demonstrated true love. Paul stated in Romans 5:8 that “God 

commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” We know what love is by looking at Jesus 
because He sacrificially gave His life for people. Jesus willingly 
allowed Himself to be whipped, humiliated and ultimately nailed 
to a cross.

         
John concluded his remedy for doubt in the remaining verses. 
When doubt of eternal life creeps in, remember these things: 
you abide in Christ, you have access to God through prayer, and 
you have been given the Holy Spirit. Don’t let doubt rob you of a 
victorious life.

DEAN GRIGSBY
Business Manager

KYLE ELKINS
Editor in Chief
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ROGER STEWART
Secretary-Treasurer
of Missions

MONTHLY MISSION REPORT - AUGUST 2019

Dear Churches of the American Baptist Association,

News:  The month of August found Gena and me visiting five States.  
It was rewarding to have the privilege to spend time with pastors, 
missionaries, students and church members who are committed to 
following the Lord’s call.

Names:  First we stopped in Star City, AR, where I preached Homecoming 
services for a church I once pastored, Holly Springs MBC.  Next was 
650 miles away in Noblesville, IN, where the fellowship of the Eastern 
Baptist Association was a blessing.  On our return trip we stopped in 
Dumas, AR, with the good people at Calvary MBC.  By the middle of the 
month we were in Greenwood (Shreveport), LA, visiting with Interstate 
Missionary Tim Simons and his wife, Debbie, at Victory MBM.  Two 
days later I spent the day in Henderson, TX, with Dean Grigsby, Kyle 
Elkins and Larry Elmore, at the Texas Baptist Institute opening.  The last 
Sunday of the month found us in Mount Pleasant, TX, at the very mission 
minded Nevill’s Chapel MBC. This congregation is the Sending Church 
for George Dever (MA), Michael Hopper (Kenya) and Scott Maness 
(Argentina).  Our last stop was in route to Minnesota; we visited with 
Interstate Missionary Kevin Cooper and his wife, Anne, in Waukee (Des 
Moines), IA.

Numbers:  In August the missionaries reported 553 professions of 
faith and 32 baptisms; for these great numbers we are thankful.  What 
a mighty God we serve!

Needs:  Our greatest need, as so often is the case, remains the faithful 
prayers of God’s people.  We covet your petitions above all else.  Of 
course, oftentimes when believers pray for a special need the Lord 
calls them to that need.  Perhaps God is moving you and your church 
to accompany us on this journey we call ABA Missions.  You can help 
us help them by giving, giving more regularly and/or giving more each 
month.  Would you make that a matter of prayer?

Furthering the Gospel,

Dr. Roger Stewart   

To view previous reports,
visit our website at
www.abamissions.org

P.O. Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050   |   Phone: 903.792.2312  |  Fax: 903.794.1290   |   Email: missions@abamissions.org

BEGINNING BALANCE  $1,516,375.45

RECEIPTS:
 Interstate Salaries    $52,980.10
 Foreign & National Salaries   $47,614.82
 Designated    $39,829.25
 Undesignated     $13,025.95
TOTAL RECEIPTS   $153,450.12

BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE  $1,669,825.57

DISBURSEMENTS
 Interstate Salaries     $84,527.80
 Foreign Salaries     $22,640.60
 National Salaries     $24,899.20
 Designated     $39,924.25
	 Salaries	&	Expenses	of	Sec-Treas.	Office
	 	 Office	Salaries	 $12,524.59
	 	 General	Office	 					$2,977.69
  Automobile Expense         $775.32
  Sec/Treas. Expenses      $1,737.68
  Postage         $135.00 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $190,142.13

BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD  $1,479,683.44

DEFICIT FOR JUNE  ($36,692.01)



ANNUAL SERMON:    Wayne Stringer

ALTERNATE:    Nathan Rogers

MODERATOR:    David Proctor

ASST. MODERATOR:    Steven Ridings

RECORDING CLERK:   Paul Clark

RECORDING CLERK:   Matt Gholson

SECRETARY - TREASURER:   Curtis Gilbert

ASST. SECRETARY - TREASURER:   Paul Clark

T he Shelby County Missionary Baptist Association cordially invites you to meet with us in Center, Texas. The John D. 
Windham Civic Center, 617 Tenaha Street, has been reserved for November 12, 13, 14, 2019. All meetings and the TBI Alumni 
and Friends Banquet will be at the Civic Center. We and the City officials are excited that you voted to meet with us.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
(Prices Include Breakfast)

Hampton Inn (Headquarters): 936.598.4447, @ $99.00 plus tax

Sleep Inn & Suites: 936.590.4460, @ $99.00 plus tax

Best Western Plus: 936.591.0002, @ 89.99 plus tax. 

ADDITIONAL HOTELS ARE:
Super 8: 936.591.9239

America’s Best Value Inn: 936.598.3384

Holiday Inn Express: 936.591.8101

CONTACT INFO: 
Display Tables: Bro. Hiram Melton - 936.248.2163

Meeting: Bro. Larry Chandler - 936.368.2796

SCHEDULE: 

November 12th, 2019

PASTOR’S & LAYMEN’S COUNCIL - 9 a.m. to noon.

STATE LADIES’ AUXILIARY - 10 a.m. & 1:15 p.m.

WORKSHOP - 1:30 p.m.

(hosted by Faith M.B.C. of Round Rock)

MESSENGER MEETING begins @ 7:00 p.m.

C 
hristian greetings! Christain greetings! We are 
deeply appreciative to the churches of the Shelby 
County Missionary Baptist Association for hosting 

this year’s meeting. As your moderator, I am anticipating 
a Christ centered, and Spirit-led associational meeting. 
I am confident that the messages, workshops, mission 
reports, and worship times will be an uplifting and 
challenge to each of us. 

Having grown up in this association, I am very honored 
to be serving as your moderator. I have chosen the 
theme this year to be “Proclamation, Transformation, 

and Celebration”. I am looking forward to serving you and helping in any way I can 
during our meetings. I do seek your prayerful support as I lead in our discussions 
and deliberations. If I may be of service to you, please feel free to call upon me. I can 
be contacted at dproctor1966@gmail.com or 903.754.2822.  

 I am hoping for a good turnout for this year’s meeting and spiritual renewal for each 
of us and our churches. 

 Blessings, 

 Moderator, Dr. David L. Proctor

TBI ALUMNI &
FRIENDS BANQUET
Monday, Nov. 11, 2019

Tickets $20

Available for purchase at:
tbi.edu/alumni/tickets
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EXTENSION 
LEARNING CENTERS

Register at tbi.edu
under Extension Site Name

Extension classes are held on 
Tuesday Evenings.

ALVIN MBC, ALVIN TX

Instructors: Justin Gatlin, David 
Thompson

Classes:
• Teaching Methods: helping 

prepare teachers current Bogard 
Press Sunday School lessons.

• Christian Doctrine I
• New Testament Survey
• Discipleship II

NEW LIBERTY MBC, GARLAND TX

Instructors: Mark Clements, Jay 
Gibson, Jonathan Smith

Classes:
• Christian Doctrine I
• Christian Doctrine II
• Youth Ministry Methods - Reaching 

the Next Generation
• Ephesians - Colossians

HENDERSON 
SECOND TERM 
CLASSES INCLUDE:
Associate of Bible Degree
Year One:
• Christian Doctrine I & II
• Ephesians - Colossians
• James
• English II
• Speech Lab
• Genesis
• Discipleship I

Associate of Bible Degree
Year Two:
• The Cults
• Bible Geography
• Bible English I
• Discipleship III
• Hezekiah - Nehemiah
• I Corinthians
• Elementary Greek II
• Teaching Methods - Children

Associate of Church Ministry
Music
• Elementary Harmony I
• Applied Music II
• Worship Thru the Ages
• Intermediate Harmony II

Associate of Church Ministry
Youth
• Child / Youth Evangelism
• Teaching Methods - Teens

Bachelor of Theology - Year Three
Defense of the Faith
• Hermeneutics II
• Psalms
• Prophets in the OT
• NT Interpretation
• Bible Diagramming
• Greek
• Hebrew
• Expository Preaching II

Bachelor of Theology - Year Four
• Bible Counseling II
• Bible Philosophy II
• OT Interpretation
• NT Interpretation
• Greek
• Hebrew

Master of English Bible:
• Systematic Theology II
• Isaiah
• Pauline Epistles
• Educational Philosophies

Master of Theological Studies:
• Thesis Writing I
• Worldview Studies II
• Social Concerns
• Educational Psychology
• Evangelistic Preaching
• Philosophy of Preaching
• History & Philo. of Pastoral Ministry

Master of Divinity:
• Church Growth and Revitalization
• Biblical Theology
• Internship

SECOND TERM BEGINS NOV 19TH

REGISTRATION OCT 29TH - NOV 8TH

Classes Available at Henderson, Alvin & Garland Campuses
as well as Live-Streamed & On-Demand



I 
can’t say enough about the 
volunteers who are working with Texas 
Mission Builders. They are a dedicated 

group who want to help the churches of 
our work. The pride they take in their work 
is seen on the projects they have done. 
The work is often hot and exhausting for 
these men and women, who continue to 
demonstrate their love for Christ and the 
churches. Our thanks will never compare 
to the things laid up in heaven for these 
people. We all are the beneficiaries of this 
work of love.

Bro. Rousseau asked me to mention that 
they are caught up with cabinet work in the 
TMB shop. If your church needs cabinets, 
shelves, desks, or anything along these lines 
they would like to have the opportunity to 
help with your needs. 

Bro. Mike Pearson tells me that they will 
be nearly through with the project for 
Holleyman Chapel MBC in Maydelle, by the 
end of next week. When finished, they will 

move to the TMB Shop to 
do some maintenance on 
the tools and tool trailers. 
If College Station MBC 
has not received their permits by the end 
of that time, they will move to Woodville to 
begin work on the Woodville MBC project. 
It is necessary to do maintenance on the 
equipment from time to time. Bro. Mike 
Pearson is a dedicated Supervisor and 
takes care of his job with great conviction 
and a genuine love for the Lord’s work.

One of the projects TMB has worked on this 
year is Memorial MBC in Rusk. Bro. Odis 
Bryan has stated their dedication service 
will be planned and announced. They are 
joyful to be meeting in the beautiful new 
building after all the long and hard work.

I want to again thank our God for Texas 
Mission Builders. Our sponsoring 
church, East Side MBC, continues to do 
an outstanding job. Thank you for your 
continued support of TMB. We love you all.

W 
e are grateful for the 
faithfulness of our TMD 
supporters. We are excited about 

their helping others financially with their 
building and land needs. Many Texas 
churches have been greatly blessed by 
their mission giving.

I am so thankful to our TMD supporters, 
Thankful for their giving and thankful for 
their help in choosing our Projects.

Ballots will be counted on October 1st. A 
majority vote will be the fourth quarter 
project.

2019 was another blessed year for our 
TMD projects.

Those receiving help the last four quarters 
are as follows:

3rd QT. Shiloh MBC - Vidor, TX $27,249.81

4th QT. Landmark MBC - Floresville, TX 
$28,817.41

1st QT. Holleyman Chapel MBC - Maydelle, & 
Westview MBC - Gatesville Each receiving 
$13,796.92

2nd QT. New Hope MBC - Moss Hill, TX 
$28,454.10

THE TOTAL 
PRESENTED THIS 
YEAR $112,115.15

2nd QT funds were presented in person 
to the New Hope MBC of Moss Hill, TX on 
August 25, 2019 during their AM service. 
New Hope MBC sponsored my first mission 
work in 1959 at Phelps TX. The church is to 
this day preaching the Gospel and making 
disciples.

The funds totaling $28,454.00 will be used 
for much needed repair on their place of 
worship.

Pictured in the Presentation L to R is: Myself, 
Leynard Dowling, to New Hope Members- 
Donna Rushing, Bowen Cain, Pastor Bowman 
with wife Molly and Laura Conn.

TEXAS MISSION BUILDERS
Leroy & Mary Smith

TEXAS MISSION DEVELOPMENT
Jim Slocumb

PASTOR:
Hillcrest MBC - Paris, TX

Landmark MBC - Lakewood, CO
Missionary BC - San Antonio, TX
Spanns Chapel MBC - Center, TX

Grace Baptist Chapel - Albuquerque, NM

YOUTH  LEADER:
Corinth MBC - Timpson, TX

Crestview MBC - Arlington, TX
Calvary MBC - Silsbee, TX

DEAF MINISTRY:
Antioch MBC - Little Rock, AR

SERVANTS NEEDED 
Contact TBI Office

for more Inofrmation
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T 
HANK YOU! Your offerings 
were sufficient! We asked for 

your help with the funds for the 
International Missionary Retreat 
and you supplied the need. We 
appreciate those churches and 
individuals who helped pay for 
the hotel bills of the missionaries 
who attended. Every single family 
expressed their appreciation 
as well. Thank you for your 
generosity!

WORLD MISSIONS
MINISTRY
Lynn & Brenda Raburn



T 
hank you so much for partnering 
with us in Springdale! It is very 
humbling to know how much 

confidence has been placed in us as we do 
God’s work in Springdale.  There are many 
churches listed on our reports indicating 
those who gave offerings and worked 

directly with us in June.  There are many 
others whose names are not listed on the 
June report who also support us and pray 
for us.  Thank you!

With God’s blessings and relatively low 
expenses at this point, there is a healthy 
balance in the available funds.  We continue 
to build a ministry fund that will be very 
useful when we have greater building 
needs.  Currently, about 76% of what we 

expect will be needed each month is 
received in monthly offerings.  Our biggest 
need is paying for building expenses.  We 
are praying that God will supply what is 
lacking through His people.  Please pray 
that God will help us to continue to grow 
and that God will provide the meeting 
place we need at the right time.

Please keep us in your prayers.  You are in 
our prayers!

SPRINGDALE, AR
Micah Deaton & Greg Devine

BACK-TO-SCHOOL CAMPAIGN
It’s not too late to help us reach our goal!
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T 
he Southwest District Ladies’ 
Auxiliary and Mission Rally met 
with Life Pointe Missionary Baptist 

Mission in Early on July 27th . The ladies 
present gift cards to our missionary 
wives. There are 9 missionaries in our 
district: Jessica Acker, Amy McCarver, 
Teresa Kight, Alice Smith, Elizabeth Singh, 
Ramona Rice, Leis Woodside, Danielle 
Haney, Nora Denny.

T 
he Hopewell District Ladies 
Auxiliary met at Spring Hill MBC, 
July 16, 2019. Tammie Mathis of 

Spring Hill led in congregational singing 
and praise. Ruth Gilbert blessed us with a 
report on Bro. Juan Gallegos, missionary 
to Del Rio, TX, and the 2019 Mission Goal 
of the State Ladies Auxiliary. We enjoyed 
hearing a message from Bro. Juan via 
video. Sister Ruth shared that in Del Rio 
there is a very high percentage of children 
and it is easier to get the children to come to 

church than adults. She shared some of the 
activities Bro. Juan is doing to reach the 
children and their parents; thus, the need 
for additional space to house those who 
come. The offerings from the State Goal will 
go toward this additional space.

The program for the day was presented by 
Tammie Mathis regarding what the Bible 
has to say about complaining. Complaining 
is not included in the passage on The Fruits 
of Spirit. Ephesians 4:19 and Numbers 
11:4-6 were used in her presentation. The 

solution to complaining is remembering 
and being thankful for God’s care and 
provision.

Judy Thompson of Mt. Sylvia MBC reported 
on the National Women’s Conference held 
in Knoxville, TN. She also brought an 
update on the current status of the State 
Goal. Three churches were represented 
with a total of 26 present. An offering for 
the 2019 State Goal was $384 and for Bibles 
and tracts, $43. The next meeting will be in 
October, hosted by Liberty Hill Missionary 
Baptist Church.

(left to right)  Jessica Acker, Ramona Rice, Martha Langston 
(presenting the gift cards) Teresa Kight, Amy McCarver.

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT LADIES AUXILIARY

HOPEWELL DISTRICT LADIES AUXILIARY
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MINISTERS WIVES RETREAT
October 10-12, 2019

Fellowship, 
encouragement, games 
and a time of rest.

Registration due by 10/4/19.

Speaker: Wanda Smith, Landmark MBC in 
La Marque, TX,

Topic: “You want me to do what? Dealing 
with our precious thorns.”

For more info, directions or details,
email us at rozgrigsby@yahoo.com



Dr. George Goodman
August 20, 2019

On Tuesday, August 
20, 2019, Dr. George 
Goodman went home 
to be with the Lord at 
the age of 94. He was 
born in Shamrock, OK, 
to Charles and Anna 

Goodman. He served in the United States 
Coast Guard from 1943-1946 with a tour in 
the South Pacific. He was a carpenter by 
trade and was called to the ministry in 1960.

He received his Doctor of Ministerial 
Endurance from Texas Baptist Institute & 
Seminary in 2004. He served as pastor of 
Westville Church, Westville, OK, Kilgore 
Missionary Baptist Church, Kilgore, TX, 
East Post Oak Church, Paris, TX, and Brazos 
Street Baptist Church, Lockhart, TX, in a 
career that spanned more than 52 years. On 
December 22, 1942, he married Lucile Murr 
and they raised two sons, Terry and David, 
and a daughter, Linda. After the passing of 
his wife, George married Mildred Frick.

George had an all-consuming passion for 
life, family and the ministry of Christ. He 
was well known for his generous spirit, 
profound love, and unrelenting faith.

IN MEMORIUM Dr. Port A. (Boots) 
DuBose
July 24, 1928 - Sept 6, 
2019

Funeral services for 
Dr. Port A. (Boots) 
DuBose, age 91, of Gary, 
Texas weere held on 
Monday, September 9, 
2019 at 10:00 a.m. at 

Eastside Baptist Church in Gary, Texas with Rev. 
Dale Walker, Bro. Kevin Lake, and Rev. B.A. Morris 
officiating.Dr. DuBose passed away on September 
6, 2019 at his home in Gary, Texas.  Dr. DuBose 
was born July 24, 1928 in San Augustine County 
to the late Pete and Linnie Irene Wright DuBose, 
the youngest son in a family of nine children.  
He married the love of his life, Oneida Kelly, on 
August 4, 1949, and they enjoyed a wonderful life 
together.

Dr. DuBose was saved on September 2, 1954 at 
Parkwood Baptist Church in Buna, Texas.  He and 
his wife were baptized together on September 5, 
1954 in Trout Creek near Kirbyville, Texas.

Dr. DuBose was ordained as a deacon by 
Parkwood Baptist Church of Buna, Texas on 
December 4, 1954.  He surrendered to the call of 
the ministry and licensed to preach the gospel on 
November 25, 1956.  Dr. DuBose became ordained 
as a Minister of the Gospel on December 13, 1957.

He enrolled in Texas Baptist Institute and 
Seminary in September 1967 and graduated 
from TBI in May of 1971, receiving a Master of 

Theology Degree.  He became an instructor at 
TBI in 1974.  He loved to teach, especially English.  
His teaching helped equip countless young 
ministers to become effective pastors and preach 
the gospel to further God’s kingdom.  On June 3, 
1977 he received a Doctor of Theology Degree.

During his years as instructor at Texas Baptist 
Institute & Seminary, he had many articles 
published in The Baptist Monitor and wrote 
several books of outlines on various books of 
the Bible. He was known for his expertise in 
diagramming sentences from the King James 
Version of the Bible. He wrote his own teaching 
material for the subjects of Personal Evangelism 
and Pastoral Evangelism. His textbook entitled 
“Mechanics of Bible English” was published in 
1981.  Dr. DuBose retired from teaching at TBI in 
2012 after 38 years.

Dr. Port A. DuBose pastored six different ABA 
churches during his lifetime.

On August 1, 2004 Eastside Baptist Church 
established a scholarship fund to be provided to 
a deserving student at TBI each school year in 
honor of Dr. DuBose.  Eastside also honored him 
with a “50 Years in the Ministry” celebration in 
December 2006.  In 2012, his grandson, Arthur 
Head, began providing new Bibles each year 
to graduating students of Texas Baptist Institute 
& Seminary, which will continue each year in 
honor of Dr. DuBose.

Dr. DuBose is survived by his beloved wife of 
70 years, Oneida Kelly DuBose of Gary, TX; and 
many family members.

Video/Audio Production  |  Technical Training & Installation  |  Scriptural Teaching Tools

903.458.9296  |  info@abamedia.org
2711 Texas Blvd. Texarkana, TX 75503

Facebook & Youtube  /abamediaservice

Since 1999, ABAmedia has provided affordable media services to churches, missionaries & ministries of 
the ABA. Because of monthly financial supporters, we have been able to work on location, around the 
world, as well as in our studio in Texarkana, Texas (built in 2012).

OUR SERVICES
• Creating Outreach, Promo, and Highlight videos
• Graphic Design (Business Cards, Prayer Cards, Flyers, 

Logos & Banners)
• Technical Training (Sound Engineering, Lighting, ProPresenter, etc.)
• Installation (Live Streaming, Projection,  Sound, Video/Audio 

Recording, Lighting, etc.)
• Producing teaching material in various languages.

OUR NEED
Your support helps pay for 
plane tickets, cameras, field 
gear, editing, equipment, 
salaries, traveling expenses 
and other operational 
expenses. Please consider 
supporting us monthly!



LELAND ACKER
EARLY - LIFE POINT MBC

Assimilation: In August, offerings increased, 
attendance held steady, new visitors 
assimilated into the congregation, giving 
offerings, and we received offerings from 
sister churches.

Organize: The congregation caught the 
vision to become self-supporting, and carry 
out the Great Commission by sending out 
missionaries. Life Point voted to organize 
in December, coming before the MBA as a 
project for 2019-20. We reduced our monthly 
support to $1,000, compared to the $1,500 we 
have been receiving. We feel we will grow to 
the point next year where we no longer need 
support from the MBA. We’re not quite there, 
but God gives the increase. We committed to 
making this the LAST YEAR for support. 

Stats: We averaged 19 in SS; 22 in MW; and 21 
on Wed. Our offering was $2,768.60 with $350 
given to missions.

Rescheduling: In September, we start a new 
schedule of holding outreach on Wednesday 
nights, and Bible Study on Thursday nights.

JOE BOZARTH
CONROE - FELLOWSHIP MBC

Visitors: We had a good month with first time 
visitors.  

Website: We have a new website at www.
FellowshipBaptistConroe.com. Please check it 
out and let us know what you think.

Stats: We averaged 11 in SS; 13 in MW; 11 in 
EW; and 12 in WE. Our offering was $4,519 
with $476.92 given to missions and $3,002.32 
paid on the loan. 

STEVEN HANEY
LUBBOCK - MBSF TEXAS TECH U.

Back in Session: School is in session and 
preparations were made for the fall semester. 
We had a booth at the Hub City Fest. 3,000 
freshmen came and we handed out 600 flyers. 
We had 100 freshmen sign up for information 
which I sent to those emails and we had our 
first meeting on Monday with 6 students. Pray 
for students to get involved and invite friends.  

Booths: I will have 2 booths on campus each 
month as well as fellowships throughout the 
month as schedules allow.

Support: We are looking for churches to 
partner with us, as we are averaging $2,900 
of the $4,500 monthly support we are seeking.

GLENN MCCARVER
EL PASO - BORDERLAND MBC

Tragedy: On Aug. 3rd, an active shooter at 
Walmart, killed 22 people. Our heart grieves 
for those that lost loved ones. Pray for El Paso’s 
loss, but more importantly, pray for the lost of 
El Paso!

Stats: We averaged 8 in MW, had 1 come for 
baptism. We gave $125 to missions.

Commitment: The next day Raul told Cala he 
wanted to help see this work grow, but wasn’t 
sure what to do. Cala said, “You need to be 
baptized and join.” He came asking me about 
being baptized. Pray for him!

VICTOR RICE
SAN ANTONIO - SHILOH MBC

Baptism: We started the month with a baptism. 
We also honored the local Firehouse #41 with 
a plaque with the Lord’s Prayer, and a BBQ 
and fellowship with them for 3 hours. We have 
an open invitation with this firehouse.

Stats: We baptized 1. We averaged 13 in SS; 20 
in MW; 12 in EW; and 15 WE.

Visitor: The Lord blessed with another visitor 
asking questions. 

DAVID SMITH
MANSFIELD- LIFE LINE BC

4 Saved: God blessed with four precious souls. 
I was walking my dog and met two young 
men. We exchanged greetings and one topic 
ranged to another, then I said, “Guys, can I ask 
you a very important question?” They looked 
surprised, then both responded, “sure”! “If you 
died right now, where would you go, heaven 
or hell?” One said, “probably to hell”, and the 
other said, “I really don’t know.” “Would you 
like to know?” I said. Long story short, they 
both received Christ. I am trying to follow up 
with them both!

Alice also led 2 children to Christ in SS! We 
had several families bring their children 
for our “bash”, giving school supplies to the 
children.   

Stats: We averaged 18 in MW; 6 in small 
groups and 7 new visitors. We had 4 saved. 
Our offering was $2,914, with $485 given to 
missions, $650 paid on rent.

Baby Shower: Bria and Dominque were 
delighted at the gifts our church gave them. 
Pray for this couple who has many challenges 
ahead for them. 

DANIEL TIJERINA
DONNA - A NEW BEGINNING BC

Blessings: August was filled with blessings, 
member’s committed to spreading the Gospel 
by giving to missions and going out into the 
community.

Future Plans: We requested the Texas Mission 
Development funds for the 4th quarter to 
purchase a permanent meeting place. We ask 
your prayers as I plan to retire from Municipal 
Government in order to work full-time in the 
ministry.

Gratitude & Prayers:  We are grateful to 
Unity MBC and ask you to pray for Bro. Ray 
Williams, who is healing up over the surgery 
he had this month.

Stats: We are averaging 22 on SM and meeting 
at Mount Calvary MBC in Pharr but may 
return to the Valley Baptist Retreat Center in 
September.

AUGUST BEGINNING BALANCE:  $68,555.58
OFFERINGS: $18,316.46
MISSIONARY SUPPORT: $10,950
ADM. SALARY: $2,600
EXPENSES: $372.77 (MINUTE FUND 
$267.73, DESIGNATED $10, OFFICE $95.04)
AUGUST 31ST BALANCE: $72,949.27
MINUTE FUND: $7,401.06
SAVED: 4 / BAPTIZED: 1

Since November 1st there have been 29 
saved, 15 baptized, 8 joined by letter and 1 
surrender to the ministry.

MBA OF TEXAS MISSION REPORTS - AUGUST 2019
Editor: Curtis Gilbert
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Chase & Kelly Remolds - Indonesia Our 
work plans with a short term mission team 
were changed due to a flood and later by 
my being bitten by a snake.  That called for a 
medical evacuation to Australia for care and 
observation. It turned out to be a dry strike, 
meaning little to no venom was injected, 
PRAISE THE LORD!  Our work was slowed, but 
is still on schedule to finish the translation of 
Luke by May of next year.  Thanks for keeping 
us in prayer .

Holly Couch, Missionary Helper, St. 
Petersburg, Russia I am enjoying being in 
the states, family, sending church and ABA 
National Fellowship. My husband got his visa 
to come to America; we are so thankful for 
your prayers and that answer.  Pray for our 
expenses for airfares etc. which have mounted 
recently.  Sent by Sublett RD. Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 172076 Arlington, TX 76003

Glen & Summer Knight -Remote Island 
Ministries Our efforts in reaching Tobi Island 
and its sister, Helen Reef were rewarded with 
warm welcomes from the people.  We found 
them in need of the kind of work we are able 
to do and spent 3 days at Tobi and 4 days at 
Helen.  We ministered the Word of the Lord 
among them and fed them some much needed 
nourishing food.  We will return soon to better 
minister to their known needs. Keep us in your 
prayers. Sent by Sublett RD. Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 172076, Arlington, TX 76003

Rusty & Susan Teer - SE Asia Mission In 
July we enjoyed 3 ESL camps set up for us 
by 2 principals to share the gospel with their 
children.  During the two weeks we had 
a group of young students ask to pray for 
salvation with Pring.  Pring was paired up with 
Rachel in teaching English.  It was Prings first 
time to share the gospel, but she did and now 
has more confidence to continue reaching 
her people.  Sent by Victory BC, Madison, 
Mississippi.

Scott Maness Family - Argentina We received 
permission to remain here for a year after 
much waiting and prayer.  Our preaching in 
Cordoba was attended by several families.  I 
am invited to return and teach about the local 

church in Sante Fe Province where Bro Oscar 
has been preaching about baptism.  There are 
many opportunities to teach and discuss Bible 
doctrine as well as to share the gospel with the 
lost.  Sent by Nevill’s Chapel Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 13234, Mt. Pleasant, TX 75455. 

Eight Philippine National Missionaries of 
Bethel Church reported 360 professions of 
faith and 33 baptisms enjoyed by their 33 
works which averaged 1087 in MW in a recent 
4 months. Sent by Bethel M.C., P.O. Box 401, 
Tatum, TX 75691

Jim and Sherry Black - Bulgaria We arrived 
in the USA June 5 with praise for Praise, 
our adopted son who had just received his 
Bulgairian passport and USA visa to come 
with us.  Until Oct 26 we will be sharing the 
work in Bulgaria Box 1723, Lewiston, ID 83501.

Shin & Mitsue Kamoda - Japanese Missions 
Encouragement from deputation and 
fellowship with the ABA messengers is always 
enjoyable.  Our work in Japan continued in my 
absence with other brethren filling the pulpit.  
Ordination service for Pastor Izawa was a joy.  
Pray for our incorporation status and future 
plans for building a sanctuary.  Sent by Calvary 
Baptist Church 410 N. Marshall, Henderson, 
TX 75652

The Estradas family -Spain We were blessed 
with a visit with Pastor Polo and Kym from 
Texas, also for the good testimony of our 
children which open opportunities to share the 
gospel.  Another blessing is the four Spanish 
men coming to church.  Two are saved, please 
pray for the others.  The two families in Sweden 
are faithful to study with us, and Praise God, 
Brother Marco is coming to join us soon.  Pray 
for them.  Sent by First Baptist Church P.O.Box 
8, Sullivan, Mo.. 63080.

Solomon Islands Missions The Malita Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting at New Hope M.C. had 60 
ladies from all but 7 churches represented.  
The Malady Association meeting July 2 with 
the Bethel M.C. which dedicated their new 
church building that day and celebrated also 
with a large feast of 30 pigs!  School should 
commence either the 5th or 12th of August.  
Bro. Absalom is once again in Vanuatu for 
another three month teaching trip.  He wants to 
take his wife with him on his next teaching trip 
as that will enable her to have better medical 
attention she needs.  Expenses for them will 

be $4000-4500.  Please consider helping them 
with this need.  Sent by Bethel M.C., P.O. Box 
416, Otis Orchards, WA 99027.

B.R. Singh - North India Missions We had 
the privilege of sharing the gospel in 22 High 
schools, vocational training centers and 
cottage meetings.  7480 people heard the 
gospel and 4426 professed Christ as their 
personal Savior.  Pray for these new converts 
and thank you all once again for your prayers 
and support.  North India Missions, P.O. Box 
53534, Lubbock, TX 79453.

Phil and Elia Gavila Please remember Jean 
and Roselande Isma in prayer and support 
of their work as missionaries to Hati sent by 
Westwood M.C. in Winter Haven, Florida.  They 
are winning souls and discipling converts in a 
difficult place.  I recommend them highly for 
your support after seeing their two works for 
several days and being in their home.  Pray for 
my upcoming ministry with Bro. Ernie. Sent 
by FBC of East Bay 10102 Old Big Bend Road, 
Riverview, Fl 33578.

Gilbert Pinzon - Columbia Missions Peniel 
BM had one profession of faith and had 5 
new visitors.  Bosa BM was blessed with 3 
visitors and 32 attending when I preached 
there two weeks ago.  Columbia Theological 
Baptist Institute is in its second semester with 
6 students in Peniel and 10 in Bosa as well as 
four on line students.  The diesel motor of my 
van needs repairs which will cost $4000.00. 
Please pray for the funds.

Julio Mendoza - Columbia In Monterrey BM 
we received with open arms a refugee family 
of 6 from Venzuela.  Pray for them.  A family of 
three who listen to the radio program visited 
our home.  We talked about the Roman Road 
and two received Christ as their personal 
Savior and plan to come to the services.  Our 
music ministry continues to grow as more 
children are studying music.  Co-sponsored by 
Landmark M.C., Madison, FL 32340.

Joel Hernandez -Springdale, Arkansas Our 
community outreach, Family Fun Fiesta was a 
joy with over 200 visitors with all our church 
folks helping to serve our guests.  We finished 
a wall in our building to give us an additional 
room for children’s ministries.  We praise the 
Lord for an anonymous donation of $10,000 
for our building fund. Sponsored by El Dorado 
M.C., 3014 E. Main Street, El Dorado, AR 71730.

MISSION ADVANCE
Editor: Roy Culley

PLEASE SEND ARTICLES AND PICTURES FOR THIS COLUMN BY THE 15TH OF THE PRIOR MONTH TO: P.O. BOX 570 HENDERSON, TX 75653-0570
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FIRST BAPTIST ACTIVITIES IN TEXAS

F 
irst Baptist Church. The first Baptist 
Church in Texas was not organized 
in the state nor was it a Missionary 

Baptist Church. Daniel Parker from 
Illinois, visited Austin Colony in 1832. He 
carefully read the Mexican colonization 
laws. It was clear that the laws forbade 
the establishment of any kind of church 
other than Roman Catholic. But Parker 
construed the laws as not prohibiting the 
immigration of an organized church into 
the state. He returned to Illinois, selected 
his followers, organized them into a church, 
and then proceeded by wagons, holding 
services as they journeyed to Texas. Six 
months after its organization in Illinois, the 
church settled in Austin Colony January 
20, 1834. It was called “Pilgrim Church of 
Predestinarian Regular Baptists.”

EDITOR’S NOTE:
The previous was an excerpt from Dr. 
O. H. Griffith’s book entitled, “Missionary 
Baptists in Texas 1820-1998.”

A copy of Dr. Griffith’s book is available by 
sending $3.50 to:

H & A Committee
P. O. Box 570,
Henderson, TX.
75653-0570

CHURCH HISTORY
by Don Britton

This historic church is still in existence. It 
is located near Elkhart, on FM 861. A log 
cabin replica of the first church house is on 
the premises, adjacent to a large cemetery 
in which are buried several prominent 
early Texas leaders. The church moved, 
temporarily, due to Indian troubles, and 
existed for a while in the Tenahaw (now 
Tenaha) Distric of present Shelby County, 
in deep East Texas.

Daniel Parker’s predestinarian doctrines 
influenced pioneer Baptists in Texas for 
many years, and perhaps in a limited 
degree even to the present.

Parker’s name is indelibly imprinted in 
Texas history. He was a delegate to the 
meeting of the colonists at San Felipe 
de Austin, known as the “Consultation 
of 1835.” At that time he is credited with 
having made the motion to create a body 

of rangers, which was the forerunner of 
that famous body of lawmen, the Texas 
Rangers. 

Parker and his followers erected Fort 
Parker for protection from hostile Indians.

T 
he Word of God was 
preserved via scrolls 
done by scribes dedicated 

to this single task. One small 
mistake meant the destruction of 
the entire scroll.

These scrolls were made from 
the hides of sheep or deer. These 
scribes trained for years and 
served as an apprentice before 
being allowed to work on their 
first scroll. Other tools of their 
trade included kosher ink, made 
from particular mixtures to last 
for many years. Scrolls survive 
that are well over 1,000 years 
old due to the quality of the ink. 
This ink was individually made 
and included gum Arabic (made 

from the sap of the acacia tree 
that represented Christ in the 
tabernacle construction), oak gall 
nut and copper sulfate with some 
having their own ingredients as 
well.

They must then have the ink pot 
and a quill to write the Word of 
God. Here are pictured some 
of the ink pots and a quill. The 
quill was most commonly a 
flight feather from the goose but 
the porcupine quill and other 
feathers were used as well. This 
quill is preserved well for its age 
and still bears the stain of the ink. 
The ink pots and quill are both 
believed to be from the second 
temple period.

To view this artifact and many others,
contact the school office for an appointment.

Writing the
Word of God

FACTS ABOUT THE FACTS
by John Melancon
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I 
sure get tired of feeling stupid! And the more “electronics” I 
have to deal with, well, the stupider I feel. We took my phone in 
to the phone place because it had stopped ringing when a call 

came in and it would just drop when I was talking on it. This time, 
it wasn’t just the “operator”(me) which was the original diagnosis, 
there really was a problem with the phone. Not understanding 
why, if it wasn’t our fault and if we didn’t use all those “extras” we 
had to “upgrade” and why it was going to cost more. Upgrading 
was going to require “relearning” what I wasn’t real sure of already. 
I was a mess. The sweet lady brought me a Reese’s peanut butter 
cup to see if that would help. It was good, but it didn’t help. I hate 
not knowing what I’m doing and not understanding what is being 
explained. My poor little mind just wouldn’t hang with her. She 
offered me more candy, but I opted to walk to the grocery store 
and leave it with Darrel to figure out.

I was thinking how far the telephone has come in my lifetime. I 
remember our first phone number in Kevil, Kentucky...26126. That 
was it. And what would my grandmother have done if she had not 
had a “party line”! Oh my goodness. It was her entertainment....like 
a soap opera. When the kids were growing up, we had one phone 
in the kitchen. Some of the church ladies would call and talk for 
quite a while, and I would be stuck in the kitchen. So, Darrel got a 
super long cord and put on the phone that would reach all the way 
to the sewing room so I could sew while talking. That worked well 
for a while, but when I get to the sewing room, something happens 
to me, I just lose focus on everything else, and I forgot I was heating 
up grease for french fries and....yep, I burned up the parsonage 
kitchen. It was a very humiliating experience. I don’t think any 
pastor’s wife had done that before.

The cordless phones were nice, but I was forever losing ours. I 
remember asking my friend Bobbie Sue, who is always organized, 
how she managed to always know where her phone was. She said 
she put it back on its charger. See, I told you she was organized. 
What a concept. I just laid it where I quit talking. So, now here we 
are with cell phones....and it’s like we can’t live without them. Oh 
my goodness!! Don’t leave the house without your phone...be sure 
your phone is by your bed at night. Don’t let the charge go down on 
the phone in case the electricity goes off...when did this happen?!! 
How can we all get so dependent on something in such a short 
period of time.

I am still learning new stuff that can be done on the phone. I 
know absolutely nothing about twitter, blogging, facetime stuff, 
snapchat, pinterest, maps....etc. I still can’t find news, I don’t know 
how to save recipes. I don’t know to send stuff, but I’m learning. I 
can take pictures. I do know how to look at Facebook, even though 
I’m not a member, Darrel is. I can find today’s weather and I can talk 
and text! Texting has been my best thing. And ordering!!! I found 
SHOES on my phone. And Sarah taught me how to order them! 
Coolest thing ever! You can only imagine how excited Darrel was 
about it. I usually look at shoes after he goes to sleep. And, I have 
found the Bible on my phone. It will read the passage out loud. It 
is fabulous when reading all those names in the Old Testament. I 
can read along in my Bible while the names are being pronounced 
correctly.

I realize the phone is like a lot of other things, it can be used for 
good or bad. The deal is, it’s here. The thing that seems to be giving 
me the most trouble is 
that I learn how to do 
something and by the 
time I learn it, it upgrades...
which means it changes. 
And, what I barely 
understood to begin 
with is now changed to 
something I, once again, 
don’t understand at all!!

I am so thankful nothing about God and His Word ever change...
Never no never!! He never has to upgrade...He is full capacity!! In 
God’s world, I’m the one that needs to change, I’m the one that 
needs to upgrade...shame on me if I stay the same. Scripture says 
“when I was a child I spake as a child...when I became a man (or 
woman) I put away childish things...” I heard that scripture at my 
friend, Bro. P.A. Dubose’s, funeral this morning. It struck me how 
childish I act when, ”at this stage of the game” (quoting my mom) 
it is definitely time to upgrade. As God’s 
children we should always be 
upgrading. Things don’t stay 
the same. Things get better 
or get worse. Paul told the 
Thessalonians in chapter 
4 of 1 Thessalonians to 
keep doing what they were 
doing...loving...and do it 
more and more. Because 
Paul knew human nature. 
If we aren’t doing it more 
and more, we will be doing 
it less and less. So, I guess 
we better get used to 
upgrading!! And, it is fall....
time to check out “fall 
shoes”! And thanks to 
Sarah, I know how to 
do it!!

 

   

...yep, I burned up the 
parsonage kitchen.
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