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IT

is with no little nostalgia that
this ninety six year old mind
begins this report. Beginning
with the 1953 fall term, I have been
associated with this great school.
Following the first two years as a student;
I have been blessed of our Heavenly Father with many positions
of honor therein.
One of my present duties is writing a history of Texas Baptist
Institute & Seminary. Most of the history is gleaned from two
ancient sources – copies of Monitors and Ray Brooks’ mind.
This history has revealed that “Monitor Readers” have always
been fast to read and slow to pay.
It is with thanksgiving that I report the excellent health of
this school; healthy, but in need for God-called men to fill our
classrooms as they prepare to fill the pulpits of our churches.
Please, let us all make this need a continuing object of prayer.
We pray that many of you will meet with us to congratulate
and pray for our 2019 graduates. The homecoming and
Commencement services will be held in the beautiful
sanctuary of Calvary Baptist Church at 10 a.m., Saturday, the
first day of June. Dr. Larry Clements of Monticello, Arkansas
will deliver the Commencement Challenge.
We thank our God for each of you and pray His special blessings
on you and yours. Our TBI family thanks you for all you do for
us, especially for your prayers and offerings.
- rob

STEVE BUTLER

CEO / Academic Dean

T

he 2018-2019 school is almost over! It has
been a great school year. Commencement is
scheduled for June 1 on Saturday morning at
10:00 a.m. in the Worship Center of Calvary Baptist
Church in Henderson. We plan to award eight
Associate of Bible Degrees, one Associate of Church
Ministry - Youth Degree, seven Bachelor of Theology Degrees, five Master
of English Bible Degrees, four Master of Theological Studies Degrees and
one Doctor of Theology Degree. I am so thankful for the faithfulness of our
students and Faculty.
Plans are in place to offer Summer online classes. If you are interested go
to tbi.edu for more information. We are also excited with the preparations
for Fall term. We will offer the third year of the Master of Divinity Degree this
coming school year. The Doctor of Ministry Degree is scheduled to begin
with the 2020 school year.
Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary is in the equipping business. Our
Mission is to “equip saints to do the work of ministry through a Biblicallybased higher education in harmony with Bible doctrines of the American
Baptist Association to advance the Kingdom of God through the local church
ministry of fulfilling the Great Commission.”
We are excited to announce in the Fall of this year, on Tuesday evening,
an EXTENSION LEARNING CENTER FOR TEXAS BAPTIST INSTITUTE
will be opened at Alvin MBC in Alvin, Texas. Bro. Justin Gatlin and Bro.
David Thompson will serve as Faculty. They will teach four classes on
Tuesday evening beginning August 20. Classes will include: Bible Analysis,
Discipleship, Old Testament Survey and I,II,III John. The Adult Sunday
School quarterly will be studying I,II,III John in the Fall. This will be a great
opportunity to help equip Sunday School teachers. Students at the extension
site will take class either for degree credit or towards a Bible Certificate. We
will also be opening an EXTENSION LEARNING CENTER in New Liberty
Baptist in Garland. This Center will be under the leadership of Pastor Mark
Clements.
If there are any questions about TBI please contact us. We are available to
tell the STORY OF TEXAS BAPTIST INSTITUTE & SEMINARY.

tbi.edu
ROBERT WALLACE
VP of Advancement

IT

is hard to believe, but we
have come to the end of
another school year. It is
even harder for me to believe that
the coming year will be my 25th year
being associated with the school as
either a student, faculty member, or administrator. That
was certainly a sentence I never planned to be able to
write when I came here as a student seeking a degree.
As I consider my time at TBI, a laundry list of
thankfulness began to flood my mind as I thought of all
that this institution has meant to my ministry, my family,
and me. That list began with faculty members when I
was a student. It grew to include students as I became a
faculty member. Then grew exponentially as I became an
administrator and realized all the people who have a part
in making all of this possible. The list of volunteers, prayer
warriors, and donors is so large that to even attempt to
name names here would not be practical.
It is humbling and exciting to think about all the
people who have been a part of this ministry. Even
more humbling and exciting is to understand the great
responsibility we, as administrators, have to ensure we
are the best stewards of our time here and the trust you
place in us.
Since summer has arrived, we are busy doing some
more improvements to our facilities. The most visible
project for this year is replacing the flooring in the main
hallway, student lounge, and chapel. We will replace the
square vinyl tile that was laid originally in 1972 with the
vinyl plank wood-look flooring we have put in our offices
and library. While there are some funds available to do
this work, if you would like to contribute to help offset the
cost, it would be appreciated.

SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO:
The Baptist Monitor
P.O. Box 570, Henderson, TX 75653-0570
monitor@tbi.edu | 903-657-6543
THE BAPTIST MONITOR accepts no responsibility either
financially or otherwise for unsolicited manuscripts. The
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not
necessarily represent the views of The Baptist Monitor
or Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary.
The Baptist Monitor is sent on request.
Donations are essential and thankfully accepted.
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DAVID PROCTOR

T

he accreditation process has
brought many new opportunities for
curriculum and coursework. One of
those opportunities is the development of two
new courses, Canonics and History of English
Bible. This year was our first time to offer these
very important and informative courses.

What is Canonics? Let me answer that question in brief form.
Canonics is a part of theology that deals with the origins, history,
and formation of the Biblical canon of Scripture. We feel strongly
about our students not only knowing how to study, interpret,
and properly preach the Bible, but to also know the history, and
formation of the Bible itself.
Some of the many things covered in these two courses are: How
did we get the Old Testament? How did we get the New Testament?
What was the basis for choosing what Old Testament books would
be included? How were the books of the New Testament chosen?
What books were left out of the Bible and why?
These courses have been very well received. A student recently
commented: “I have always wondered how the Bible was put
together, and what was involved in the selection process. Dr.
David has presented a wealth of information and this course
has answered many of my questions. I would recommend these
two classes to pastor and layman alike. Dr. David presented this
material in easy to understand terms.”
These are exciting times for Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary.
We are up to the challenge of making our school more effective for
those in ministry.
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GENERAL STUDIES
FRANK LANE

AS

a child growing up in the
late 1960’s & 1970’s, I was
one of the latch key kids.
My younger brother and I would come
home from school to an empty house
and get some free time to ourselves.
Our favorite thing to do was to veg out in
front of the TV and watch sitcoms and
game shows. My favorite shows were Gilligan’s Island, The
Brady Bunch, The Beverly Hillbillies, and Hogan’s Heroes. My
favorite game shows were Let’s Make a Deal, Password, The
Hollywood Squares, and The Gong Show.
I really don’t watch much television anymore, but my current,
favorite game show is Jeopardy! I try to match my knowledge
against the contestants, but I usually don’t fair too well. If I can
name three or four answers a day before the contestants, I
feel pretty good about myself; however, I seldom remember
to put my answers in the form of a question. To be successful
at Jeopardy! you must know a lot of information and access
it very quickly. The winning contestants amaze me because
they know so much about so many different topics.
As followers of Christ we are to know our Bible as the game
show contestants know trivia. Part of the Great Commission
commands us... “teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you”... We are to know and
put into practice God’s Word personally, and we are to
teach others to do the same thing. Most of the things we’re
involved with as Christians revolves around God’s Word and
relationships with people. We want to emphasize the Bible
and people responding to His Word.

MINISTRY

JIMMY JONES

IN

Exodus 18:13-27 we find a
great story of Moses carrying out
part of his duties as leader of the
Jewish nation by serving as judicial ruler
in the settlement of the conflict between
neighboring parties. Although the exact
number is not given, it seems there were
many conflicts between the people, and Moses is having a
hard time getting to each case in order to render his verdict.
Meanwhile, Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, is standing to the side,
watching as verdict after verdict is given, yet the line of people
seems to only grow.
In a later conversation with Moses, Jethro states, “The thing
that thou doest in not good. Thou wilt surely wear away, both
you, and this people that is with thee: for the thing is too heavy
for thee...” (vs. 17-18). Jethro saw something that all of God’s
leaders need to see. Ministry was never intended to be carried
out by one person. There are some awesome leaders in God’s
churches, and you may be one of them, but God never intended
you to be the only servant in his church.
Why is this? I think some try to do all the church’s work because
they feel that is what their church expects. After all, isn’t that
why we pay them a full salary? Others may try to do it all
because they feel they are the only ones that can live up to
their personal standard excellence. They don’t want someone
coming up short. And still others may feel jealousy or be
intimidated because someone else is getting credit or attention
for ministering to someone when they themselves carry the title
of “minister.” May God forgive us if we are the only ministers in
our churches.
Jethro teaches Moses a valuable lesson in this passage about
how to teach, train and educate those he leads to do what many
thought were his duties alone. When he did, the needs of all the
people were met, in contrast to before, when only those Moses
could get to were met. Sure, it takes some time to teach, train
and educate, but in the end, the benefits are so much greater
than when leaders try to do it all themselves.

LANGUAGE

FRANCISCO BARROS

T

he dialogue between Jesus and
Peter in John 21:15–17 has challenged
Bible interpreters. The Greek text
presents four pairs of similar words: love
(ἀγαπᾷς/φιλῶ); know (οἶδας/γινώσκεις);
feed/tend (βόσκε/ποίμαινε); lambs/sheep
(ἀρνία/πρόβατα). I intend to discuss the first
pair: “love” (ἀγαπᾷς/φιλῶ).
The translations make no distinction between ἀγαπάω and φιλέω,
rendering both with ‘love’. The interpreter needs to deal with
this question: is there any exegetical significance attached to the
variation in the vocabulary, or are the two words equivalent? A
common interpretation is that the distinct verbs ἀγαπάω and φιλέω
are used to communicate two different conceptions of love: ἀγαπάω
– a noble love, a higher love, a sacrificial love; φιλέω – the love of
friendship (in this case, twice Jesus asks for one kind of love, twice
Peter promises to deliver another). Against this interpretation, some
evidence indicates that ἀγαπάω and φιλέω are used interchangeably
in this context.
The dialogue ends in v.17 with Peter using the verb φιλέω, and Jesus
is satisfied with this. If φιλέω was not the kind of love Jesus was
expecting, I doubt the dialogue would end this way.
ἀγαπάω and φιλέω are used interchangeably in the Gospel of John:
- when the text mentions the Father’s love for Jesus: 3:35, 5:20, 10:17
- when the text mentions Jesus’ love for the beloved disciple: 20:2,
21:7.
ἀγαπάω and φιλέω are used interchangeably in the New Testament:
Lk 11:43 and Matt. 26:3.
ἀγαπάω and φιλέω are used interchangeably in the Septuagint: Gen
37:3-4.
Therefore, ἀγαπάω and φιλέω can be synonymous in John 21:15-17,
and the variation merely stylistic.

The Baptist Monitor
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C

onstructive
or
Destructive.
Every person’s conduct, life and
conversations either contribute to
building up or tearing down something. It
is doubtful that there is any such thing as
neutrality. It is often the case that when
one would be neutral it proves to be mere
neglect which contributes to destruction.
With reference to Christ, He said, “He that
is not for me is against me: and he that
gathered not with me scattered abroad.”
Every man’s activities count for good or evil.
The pretense of “meaning no harm” is a

sinful example within itself that may destroy
others.
Neglect is one of the most destructive
evils in the life of any person. You neglect
your duty to God and you tell your loved
ones, friends and neighbors that the service
of God is unimportant. Staying away from
prayer meeting, from Sunday School and
from the preaching service contributes
to the destruction of the house of God
and counts for the destruction of all your
acquaintances. Neglect your duty to God
and your whole life becomes dwarfed,

twisted and an influence for evil. You do not
have to commit wicked, criminal or overt
acts of sin, just neglect your duty and your
life drifts away from God and carries others
with you.

Is my life a life of
construction, or is it
one of destruction.
Your conversation is either constructive
or destructive. Can words of condemnation
of your fellow men build anything? Can
unkind words of the ministry, or of the
church, or of anyone, ever build anything?
Words of destruction should be aimed at
that which is basically wrong. Certainly.
But you can never build good by destroying
good. Talk about that which is high and
lofty. Talk about spiritual things. If people
condemn you, let it be for truth’s sake. Never
defend yourself for telling the truth in the
right spirit. Truth builds that which is right
and sets on hell fire that which is wrong and
destructive. But let truth be told with the
purpose of building and not to destroy.
We should ask ourselves every day, “Is
my life a life of construction, or is it one of
destruction.”

T

ake up your cross. We are living in the
“push button” age. The old milk cooler
that hung in the well is gone, but how
good it was while it lasted. A lot of people
never saw a “hand cranked” car. Some of
us walked a mile to see our first “self-starter.”
These are but symbols of by-gone days, and
today we have so many gadgets of comfort
and convenience that we are spoiled. The
battling stick, the wash pot and rub board
have given away to the automatic washer
and dryer. The palmetto “Armstrong” fan
has given way to the air conditioner. The
deep freezer has disemployed the ice man
and the only use for Grand-ma’s iron is for
an anchor to our outboard motor boat.
The “good old” days are gone and this
editor is glad – never again will I fan the flies
off the dinner table with a peach tree limb
while the preacher gobbles up the last piece
of chicken…
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But has this new day helped our religious
ferver? Do we want a comfortable religion
that takes away every inconvenience before
we serve God? Is the church building too
hot? Are the seats too hard? There are
some things that we can never do with the
push button.

and let the preacher and evangelist have it –
if they can. We send the evangelist to a hotel
because we don’t want to take off our shorts
and put on decent clothes long enough to
prepare dinner. We want a push button
church, a push button revival and a push
button religion.

We cannot push a button and bring a
revival. We cannot push a button and bring
sinners to repentance. We cannot push a
button and serve God. We must take up our
cross if we follow Him. This is something
that creates a real challenge. We are so
used to daily comforts that we are in danger
of quitting our churches because we cannot
be perfectly at ease in all things. It is sad but
true that we have so many comforts that we
cannot give them up long enough to agonize
with God, to visit the sick, or go out and win
some soul to Christ. If we have a revival, we
simply try to pay for it with our easy money

Where is your cross? If I am wrong,
forgive me. If I am right, God pity and have
mercy on us.

SUMMER
PROJECT
Since summer has arrived,
we are busy doing some more
improvements to our facilities.
The most visible project for this
year is replacing the flooring
in the main hallway, student
lounge, and chapel. We will
replace the square vinyl tile
that was laid originally in 1972
with the vinyl plank wood-look
flooring we have put in our
offices and library. While there
are some funds available to
do this work, if you would like
to contribute to help offset the
cost, it would be appreciated.

For more info, contact us at:
903-657-6543 or rwallace@tbi.edu
The Baptist Monitor
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Business Manager

A

few days before Jesus went to
Calvary, the religious leaders of the
day had attempted to entrap Him
with questions about the Scripture. Jesus
quieted their questions in His great wisdom,
but then turned to His disciples and the crowds who had been
listening: Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples,
Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat: All
therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do;
but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not. Matthew
23:1-3

are doing them, as it is written. We must not just tell others we care
about them, but also show it, as it is written in the Word of God. In
this way, we can have assurance we truly are disciples of Christ:
My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in
deed and in truth. And hereby we know that we are of the truth,
and shall assure our hearts before him. I John 3:18-19

God always makes us
servants before He
makes us rulers!

Another point becomes clear as we consider Jesus’ words. If
we want to be effective witnesses for the gospel message of Jesus
Christ, we need to teach the truth AND do the truth. Yes, we must
tell it like it is, but we must also live it, as it is written. We should
encourage others to do God’s commands, but also make sure we

Editor in Chief

T

he first National Bible Challenge
Competition will be held at the
American
Baptist
Association
National Meeting in Knoxville,
Tennessee on Tuesday, June 18,
2019, in the Lecture Hall beginning at 1:00 p.m.
Bible Challenge (for students in the 1–12
grade) is a Bible-based drill program being
used across the country. The program focuses
on teaching components such as books of the
Bible, Bible verses, Bible passages, verse search,
Bible questions, Bible truth, doctrinal truths and
steps to salvation. To see students quote verse
after verse, both quickly and without hesitation, is a
tremendously encouraging exhibition to see.
Bible Challenge presents young people opportunities to stand in
front of congregations and to overcome the fear that is oftentimes
associated with public speaking. More than that, Bible Challenge
teaches students the importance of studying and learning the
Word of God and hiding it in their hearts.

I

n the opening verse of Acts 6, we have the account of how the church
set aside certain men and assigned them the responsibility to tend to the
physical activities and ministries of the church. One of these men that God
used in a very prominent way was Stephen. Stephen’s ministry was a very
brief ministry, but what he accomplished is a wonderful testimony for us
today! We do know, because he was selected as one of the seven deacons,
that he was a dependable, faithful man. He fulfilled his responsibilities in
the local church. If you want God to use you in a greater way, then you be
faithful to what God has given to you right now. Serve God faithfully where
he has assigned you. Be faithful to him where you are, then in God’s time
and in His way, He’ll take you and put you where He wants you to be. You
just might be surprised what God will do with your life if you be faithful
to Jesus where you are. God always makes us servants before He makes
us rulers!

Unfortunately, what Jesus references is something with which
we have all had to learn to live. Time after time, it seems, we are
disappointed in leadership who teach truth, but do not live that
truth. Yet, God tells us in His Word that we are to do what the Bible
says, even when the teachers are not living it. God’s expectation
for us is not based on what others do; instead, God’s expectation is
that we obey His Word, no matter what. Our obedience is not to be
based on what others do.

KYLE ELKINS

MONTHLY MISSION REPORT - APRIL 2019

Students who reach a qualifying score at their church challenge,
advance to regional competition. After that, students can advance
to the state level. The state winners in grades 7–12, who attend a
Missionary Baptist Church, are invited to compete in the National
Bible Challenge at the American Baptist Association National
Meeting each June.
Bogard Press will award special prizes for first place
winners for each age, and all participants will receive
an award medallion. Participants can proudly wear
these medallions throughout the remainder of the
ABA meeting and at their churches to show they
competed in the National Bible Challenge.
Series II of Bible Challenge will
be available in July of this year
and introduces Teacher Lesson
Books. New to Series II is Bible
Challenge Jr. This is for children ages
3–5. Children will learn Bible verses, Bible fill
in the blanks and Bible words. Bible Challenge Jr. participants do
not compete but will enjoy hands-on learning with activity books
to help them learn the Word of God.

For the month of April, the missionaries reported 860 professions of faith
and 36 baptisms. Since June of last year, a total of 15,607 salvations and
1803 baptisms have been reported. Let us continue to praise the Lord for
His continued blessings on the churches and missionaries of the American
Baptist Association. Currently, we are gearing up for the Standing
Missionary Committee Meeting scheduled for May 20, 21 at Northern Hills
Baptist Church in Texarkana, AR. The meeting will convene at 1:00 pm on
Monday. Please be in prayer for this meeting as the Committee prepares
to discuss each missionary that will be recommended to the Messenger
Body in June.
This year, as the Messengers convene in Knoxville, TN, a new Secretary/
Treasurer of Missions will be elected. Please be in prayer now that God’s
man will be chosen to serve in this position. May the Lord bless each of His
churches this month with good health, growth and His grace!

BRYAN SELLERS

Secretary-Treasurer
of Missions
To view previous reports,
visit our website at
www.abamissions.org
BEGINNING BALANCE		$1,569,221.73
RECEIPTS:
Interstate Salaries
$56,172.40
Foreign & National Salaries $51,321.49
Designated
$32,997.60
Undesignated
$16,703.31
TOTAL RECEIPTS		 $157,194.80
BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE		$1,726,416.53
DISBURSEMENTS
Interstate Salaries
$63,224.80
Foreign Salaries
$22,665.60
National Salaries
$26,339.20
Designated
$32,997.60
Salaries & Expenses of Sec-Treas. Office
Office Salaries
$11,217.91
General Office
$3,152.60
		 Automobile Expense
$310.83
		 SubTotal
$14,681.34
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS		 $159,908.54
BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD		$1,566,507.99
DEFICIT FOR APRIL		

($2,713.74)

Respectfully,

Bryan Sellers
P.O. Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050 | Phone: 903.792.2312 | Fax: 903.794.1290 | Email: missions@abamissions.org

Visit www.bc.bogardpress.org for more information on this
exciting program by Bogard Press.

www.BC.BogardPress.org | Facebook @BibleChallengebyBogardPress
BibleChallenge@bogardstore.org | 903.793.5112
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way Jesus would love them. One of our
statements is ‘No perfect people allowed.’
Nobody is perfect, but we can access a
perfect God through Jesus Christ. We try to
not just preach that, but live it.”
That testimony is what drew Dan Ousley
to StoneBridge.
After years traveling the country in
music ministry, Ousley said he’d fallen
away from God when he met Sheffstall, his
girlfriend’s neighbor.
“I was wayward and going through a
really hard time in life. I wasn’t making
good choices. But Jason was always so cool
with us. He was a good witness and a good
friend. He said ‘I may not agree with the
way you’re living, but I’m still going to love
you.’ That’s how you show Jesus to people,”
Ousley said. “I ended up on his doorstep
one day and I said, ‘I need Jesus and I
need to rededicate my life.’ StoneBridge
accepted me with open arms.”

ONE STEP AT A TIME
PASTOR JASON SHEFFSTALL - MORGANTOWN, WEST VIRGINIA
WRITTEN BY BEN CONLEY

T

heologian Desmond Tutu famously
noted the only way to eat an elephant
is one bite at a time.
Jason Sheffstall, founder and lead
pastor of StoneBridge Baptist Church in
Morgantown, WV, said the same is true of
growing a church.
“We’ve had to take a whole lot of little
bites,” Sheffstall said of the congregation
that started in 2003 as an in-home Bible
study and now holds multiple services
each Sunday in a renovated, 8,000 squarefoot storefront.
Faith and perseverance, he said, are
what led an Ohio boy to take the long way
to West Virginia – through Texas and Texas
Baptist Institute & Seminary.
Morgantown is located in north-central
West Virginia. The city of approximately
30,000 is the county seat of Monongalia
County and home to the state’s land grant
university, West Virginia University. It’s
been called America’s best small city and
the location of the country’s top party
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school – at the same time.
It was also one stop of many made by
Sheffstall and Russell Knight – who would
go on to found Sound City Church, in
Tumwater, Wa. in 2011 – when the pair and
their wives set out on an 11-state tour in
search of God’s plan for their new church.
“We literally just passed through. We
didn’t stay overnight or anything,” Sheffstall
said of his first time in Morgantown. “We
said, ‘Man, I don’t know that this is the place
we need to be.’ But once we got back to
Texas, God continued to burden our hearts
about coming back to West Virginia.”
Sheffstall would end up reaching out
to Tim Haring, pastor of Morgantown’s
Chestnut Ridge Church, who shared some
information that magnified that burden.

“He told me that 88 percent of the
people in Morgantown did not have a vital
connection to a local church. Man, that
number really burdened our hearts about
the need to come back and have another
look,” Sheffstall said. “We came back in
May of 2002. Our goal was to knock on
100 doors or talk to at least 100 people
about the need for a new church. I think
we actually talked to 95, but we left with
confirmation that we were supposed to be
in Morgantown.”
Sheffstall resigned as youth pastor of
Landmark Missionary Baptist Church,
in Mount Enterprise, and he and Knight
visited 150 churches in 11 months sharing
their calling to Morgantown and rallying
financial support.

In September of 2003, the first meeting
of what would become StoneBridge Baptist
Church was held in a living room. Since
then, the church has met at a number of
locations, including a golf resort and a
historic, art deco movie theatre. Since 2011,
the congregation has called Morgantown
Commons home, holding three services
each weekend – one on Saturday evening
and two on Sunday morning.

Ousley is now on staff at the church
full-time as worship leader and an
administrative assistant.
In 2017, the church brought Ben Smith on
as executive pastor. Since then, Smith has
taken up a number of initiatives, including
a rededication to the church’s communityfocused small group ministry with a goal of
getting bigger by focusing smaller.
“It’s based on the community or
neighborhood you live in, so it’s really about
reaching your neighbors and caring for
the people in your neighborhood,” Smith
said, explaining that the groups – usually
five to 12 people - spearhead community
outreach events.

“We have a mission to reach Morgantown
and the world in such a way that we can
provide the best opportunity to become
fully-developed followers of Jesus. In other
words, we want to help people follow Jesus
one step at a time,” Sheffstall said.
“It hasn’t always been easy, but every
journey a man takes is going to be
treacherous at times. Sometimes you have
to fight to do what you believe God has
called you to do. I’ve been here 16 years
and I wouldn’t want to be anywhere else.
So if you want to know how you go from a
house church to where we are today and
where we want to be in the future, I can tell
you. One step at a time.”

Jason and Kristie Sheffstall have four
children; Josiah (15), Jaden (13), Jonathon
(11) and Jocelyn (8).

“I think something that sets our church
apart is we’re just an authentic group of
broken people who certainly don’t have
all the answers. We’re trying to meet
people where they are and love them the
The Baptist Monitor
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TEXAS MISSION BUILDERS

Bill & Rita Johnson / John & Sharon Sanders

Leroy Smith

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR
Registration for
the Fall Term:
July 30 - Aug 9

P

raise God, from whom all
blessings flow! The greatest of
these is salvation through Christ
Jesus our Lord. After just celebrating the
resurrection of our Lord we are surer than
ever that we have life after death. The hope
of eternal life is a precious thing. And
because we know that Jesus Christ was
the first fruits of the resurrection, we too,
will be raised in His likeness to live with
Him eternally. 1 Corinthians 15:22-23 “For
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall
all be made alive. But every man in his
own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward
they that are Christ’s at his coming.”
My heart is still full of the message of hope
and I just had to share a little of it with all
of you.
Bro. Mike Pearson reports they have just
moved to another project at College Station.
They will be helping with remodeling
and will probably be there for at least a

MBA OF TEXAS
MESSENGER MEETING
Shelby County
Missionary Baptist Association
Center, Texas | November 11th - 13th
The John D. Windham Civic Center, 617
Tenaha St. has been reserved for November
11th-13th. All meetings and the Alumni
Banquet will be in the Civic Center.
Hotel accommodations
(Complimentary Breakfast Included)
Hampton Inn & Suites (Headquarters)
936-598-4447 @ $99 plus tax
Sleep Inn & Suites
936-590-4460 @ $99 plus tax,
Best Western Plus
936-591-0002 @ $89.99 plus tax.
Other hotels include Super 8, America’s Best
Value, & Holiday Inn. Please book early as
the energy business is heating up with a great
influx of executives who may still be here in
late 2019.
Contact Info: Larry Chandler | 936-368-2796
Booths: Bro. Hiram Melton | 936-248-2163
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month,
maybe
little more. We
are thankful for
the opportunity
to
help
the
churches of the Missionary
Association of Texas.

a

Baptist

There are ten projects on our list of
requests. Please pray for them and
the TMB workers. We can always use
volunteers to help with these projects. If
you have some time and are looking for
something useful to do, please consider
helping one of these churches with their
building projects. You will be blessed for
doing so and they will be blessed too.
Thank you all for your prayers, your
finances, and your labor for the Lord
through Texas Mission Builders. We pray
God will bless you for your faithfulness.

I

NTRODUCING NEW WEB STORE
FOR CCfL CURRICULUM

ICP has added a web store. You can now
go to www.icplit.org, click “CCfL Store” and
find all the modules of the Character Code
for Life curriculum available to order.
You will be asked to register with your
name and address and may check out
in a secure environment.
Those who
order in the next few
weeks will receive free
shipping on all orders.
Those wishing to make
regular contributions to
help with the printing of Character
Code for Life curriculum in Spanish,
Romanian, Swahili, Burmese or Filipino
language may send a check for any
amount to: ICP P.O. Box 2587 Texarkana,
TX 75504. For secure online donations go
to: www.icplit.org and click “Donate” on
the menu. YOU CAN DONATE BY CHECK
OR ONLINE

TEXAS MISSION DEVELOPMENT

Number of Children Printing Cost:
1 class of 10 | $54
1 class of 25 | $108
1 class of 50 | $198
The ministry of helping children of the
world learn about Jesus is also available
at the store. Using the “Donate” button at
the CCfL Store, you may make a one time
contribution or set up continuing weekly,
monthly or quarterly contributions.
You will also be able to designate
your contribution to your favorite
phase of the ministry of ICP.
We would like to express our appreciation
to the Oracle, NetSuite corporation for
the donation of the valuable accounting
and internet software that made the CCfL
Store possible. Although the Character
Code for Life materials are offered at
a very reasonable price, should there
be any profits above production costs,
they will be used to print and distribute
the materials in one or more of the six
languages in which the materials have
been translated.

Jim Slocumb

T

MD is handing out money right
and left as we presented funds to two
projects at one time. We presented
First Quarter funds to The Westview MBC
of Gatesville and Holleyman Chapel MBC
of Maydelle. The total divided between
them was $27,594.00! Thanks to all our
faithful supporters. They were grateful
and we are all grateful. We all had a great
time at the special Presentation Service at
Rocky Springs Baptist Church.
It’s that time again! It’s time for choosing
the Third Quarter 2019 Project. We want
the help of our supporters in making
this selection. Your vote is needed and
appreciated. Please vote! There are six
requests for these funds. A majority vote
will decide our project.
Ballots will be counted on June 20, 2019.
“God is good and God is great,” Our God
is an Awesome God! And He loves TMD!
He blesses TMD far beyond even our
expectations. To God be all the glory!

THE DOCTRINE PROJECT
by ABAmedia

Discover why we believe, what we believe,
with The Doctrine Project.
This video based series, taught by leading
pastors of the American Baptist Association,
covers each of the 22 doctrines of the
ABA. Listen as each pastor gives a biblical
explanation as to why these “Doctrines” are
important, and why we should apply them to
our lives each and every day.
Resources include the following for each of
the 22 doctrines:
•

Teaser (1 - 2 minutes)

•

Short Lesson (5 - 8 minutes)

•

Long Lesson (15 - 20 minutes)

•

Workbook w/ Life Application Section

This project is available to download for
free at: www.abamedia.org/tdp

THE BEREAN BIBLE STUDY

Questions about this project?
Contact us @ info@abamedia.org

Ricky O’Neal
April 28, 2019 | $27,594.00
Holleyman Chapel MBC of Maydelle
& Westview MBC of Gatesville
L to R – Jim Slocumb, Torie Pierce, Carroll
and Linda Hemphill, Carolyn Whiteley, David
Parker, Tucker, Gabriel, Radley and Miranda
Goff, and Jerry Berry

Third Quarter requests are as follows:
1) Quaker Ave. MBC of Lubbock TX for
Lifeline Baptist in Mansfield, TX
2) Calvary MBC of Henderson, TX for
Berea Baptist Mission in Del Rio, TX
3) Fellowship MBC of Pasadena, TX
4) Woodville MBC of Woodville, TX
5) Logansport MBC of Logansport, LA
6) Missionary BC of Corsicana, TX

G

reetings to all of my fellow
laborers in Christ. 2019 has been
a pretty good year for the Berean Bible
Study as we had 17 saved in January, 15
saved in February, 21 in March, and 19 in
April. This gives us 72 saved for the year
and a total of 4,941 since this work began.
Please help us reach 5,000 souls saved as
a result of this ministry!
Untold thousands of the forgotten people
in our nation’s prisons are crying out to
Jesus for help and we are trying to help
them. We are sending out thousands
of The Gospel Calls, a four page leaflet
explaining God’s simple plan of salvation
and a mail back piece if they have been
saved or not and if they would like to take
our six-lesson study course along with our

used Sunday School and BTC books with
two being sent in each package we send.
We now have over 50,000 Sunday School
books that need to be in the hands of an
inmate somewhere.
The field is truly white unto harvest as is
seen by the response we get each month.
So much so, we can’t meet the needs of
many as we have exhausted our funds
each month and we have to cut back our
mailing. Postage alone runs over $1,000 a
month. This does not count the cost of the
study books and envelopes.
Thank you to all who have helped this
work in any way. Our mailing address
is The Berean Bible Study, P.O. Box 1024,
Henderson, TX 75653. Thank you for
reading this article and please pray for us.

SERVANTS NEEDED
Contact TBI Office
for more Inofrmation
PASTOR:
Arundel MBC - Crownsville, MD
Hillcrest MBC - Paris, TX
Liberty MBC - Stephens City, VA
Spanns Chapel MBC - Center, TX
Unity MBC - Texarkana, TX

YOUTH LEADER:
Corinth MBC - Timpson, TX
Crestview MBC - Arlington, TX

The Baptist Monitor
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Lynn & Brenda Raburn’s
World Missions Focus at
the Messengers Meeting
“Serving as Senders”
Wednesday Afternoon
June 19 @ 2:30pm
Knoxville Convention Center

EAST TEXAS DISTRICT LADIES AUXILIARY

T

he East Texas District Ladies
Auxiliary met April 16, 2019,
with Greggton Missionary
Baptist Church. After prayer
requests, the opening prayer was
voiced by Sherry Rousseau, Zion
Hill.
Song leader Lorainne Brandt led the
song “What A Mighty God We Serve.”
President Shirley Hughes called the
meeting to order. The welcome was
given by Donna Harrison of the host
church with the response by Carol
Cash from Zion Hill.
Jeanne Crawford based her
devotional on instructions for living
a simple life. She used Psalm 37:1-11
as her scripture.

Bobby Ball, Olympia WA

The first offering for MBA of Texas
was taken as we sang “Praise Him,
Praise Him,” and the second offering
for Juan Gallegos as we sang “Love
Lifted Me.”

The roll call of officers was taken
with 10 officers present and 3 absent.
Eight churches were represented.
Secretary Marcia Culver read the
minutes of the last meeting. They
were approved as read.

IGLESIA BAUTISTA MISIONERA ADONAI

Ellen Jordan invited the ladies to join
Calvary Baptist Church in a day of
prayer and fasting on May 4.

T

The offering for MBA of Texas was
$417.00 and for Juan Gallegos was
$418.00. Our next meeting will
be July 16, 2019 with Heartland.
Attendance was 41 with 8 churches
represented.

Francisco Martinez - Des Moines Iowa
his is their current meeting place and have
about 30-40 attending. The bulletin shows the
name of the mission. It is the only ABA work there.
Bro Francisco and his wife have four children and
were formerly missionaries in Camargo, Mexico
which is also sponsored by Unity MBC. Unity MBC is

the sponsoring church for this mission and if you are
interested in helping support this work contact Pastor
Ray Williams at 903-736-1799 for information.
Bro Francisco is doing a great work reaching and
teaching the Hispanic population there in Iowa.

Our dismissal prayer and thanks
for the food was voiced by Marijo
MacGaughey.
The host church served a delicious
meal of chicken spaghetti and salad.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT
Wendell Joey Puerin

G

reetings in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ. I am
Wendell Joey Puerin, son of
a missionary in the Philippines,
Willie Puerin, a Pastor of Landmark
Missionary Baptist Church in
Mindanao, Philippines.

Danny Mendoza, La Porte TX

In 2013, I dedicated my life to Jesus
in youth ministry in Landmark MBC
and until today the youth group
(Lamb of God youth) is still growing
by God’s help. As the generation was
getting worse, it caught my attention
to be more focused on them because
I believe the youth are the hope of
the church.
As I visited TBI in December 2017,
it really urged me to enroll since
they offer youth ministry courses.
Studying in TBI will be a great
preparation to be more equipped
for a huge youth ministry in our area
and in the Philippines as a whole.

James Taylor, Monticello AR
14
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I started my TBI application and
am still praying for more churches/

individuals that have a heart in
sponsoring an international student
from the Philippines. Being a part of
this journey is a lifetime investment.
If you have questions, you may reach
me at wen_puerin@yahoo.com.ph or
you may contact Bro. Justin Gatlin,
Pastor of Alvin MBC, @ (713) 3029319.
Thank you and God bless.
Wendell Joey Puerin

Left front is Abel Oviedo-missionary in Mission,
Texas, Ray Williams, Pastor of Unity MBC Longview,
TX, Kerry Fletcher, member Unity MBC, and
Francisco Martinez-Missionary to Des Moines, Iowa
Back Row- Robby and Bobby Pointer members of
Unity MBC Longview, TX

The Baptist Monitor

15

MBA OF TEXAS MISSION REPORTS - APR 2018

GLENN MCCARVER
EL PASO - BORDERLAND MBC

Editor: Curtis Gilbert

Bibles- In March we gave out 2 Bibles! The
man in his sixties was very appreciative for the
Bible (saying he will be able to see it clearly at
home), but the 20-year-old was really exciting
to see and hear. He was thrilled we had given
him the Bible and has been using it daily. He
asked questions as to how to study the Bible
and about the creation theories.

DAVID SMITH
MANSFIELD- LIFE LINE BC

Mobile Home- We use our new mobile home
for Bible studies, Lord’s Supper, and the Food
bank. Meeting a lot of new people.
4 Church BBQ- We are working with 3 African
Churches, two in Arlington, one in Grand
Prairie. We will have a BBQ/Picnic to build new
friendships and win people to Christ.

Stats- Our averages were 8 on Sunday, 6 on
WE. $225 was given to missions and $200 paid
on rent.

We closed out March with my wife having a
reaction to an antibiotic causing her blood
pressure to be 70/30. It took 5 hours to get her
BP up and she was in the hospital for two days.

APRIL 1ST BALANCE: $47,386.14
APRIL 30TH BALANCE: $53,171.58
MINUTE FUND: $6,363.79
SINCE APRIL 1ST: 1 SAVED, 2 BAPTIZED
Since November 1st there have been 15
saved, 9 baptized, and 2 joined by letter.
Correction: The Minute Book has the
2019 Southwest Association meeting at
Pavillard MBC in Amarillo, but it will meet at
Northcrest MBC in Andrews on September
19-20th.

LELAND ACKER
EARLY - LIFE POINT MBC

70- We had a great month as we saw 70 people
attend our annual Community Sunrise Service
on Easter in the courtyard at the Early Visitors
and Event Center and promoted on TV. This
year’s attendance set a record for Life Point,
and most were first time visitors. We have a
plan to follow-up on our guests.
We have another event scheduled on May 11th
at church. Heather & Russell Smith will join us
in concert at 6pm. All are invited to attend.
Contacts- We reached 7,484 online, sent out
167 letters, and had 7 visits with prospects.
Stats- Our averages were: 19 in SS; 20 in MW;
and 11 WE. Our offering was $1,334.86, with
$395 given to missions.
Mission Trip- My daughter, Rachel, is raising
funds for a two-month mission trip to Thailand
to serve as an intern to Missionaries Rusty
and Susan Teer. She paid her airfare, passport
and Visa. If you would like to help her, send
support to Rachel Acker, 106 Orchard Dr. Early,
TX 76802. She leaves for Thailand on May 31st.

JOE BOZARTH
CONROE - FELLOWSHIP MBC

Events- We enjoyed a sunrise service on
Easter Morning followed by the men of the
church cooking breakfast for everyone. The
next Saturday, we enjoyed Kids Fest, an annual
event in Conroe. As many as 10-11 thousand
passed by our booth. We had four or five
interested in our work and said they would
visit. I remember the old saying, “If you don’t
catch someone on visitation, then God will
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send someone else.” I have faith this is true.
Stats- Our averages were: 9 in SS; 12 in MW; 10
in EW; and 9 on WE. Our offering was $4,201
with $657.70 given to missions and $3,002.32
paid on the building.

STEVEN HANEY
LUBBOCK - MBSF TEXAS TECH U.

Full Time- Danielle’s last day at work was April
26th, so April 29th is my first week to be full
time. We are getting everything financially
ready for that change. I am seeking ways
to volunteer on the Tech campus to build
relationships with the faculty and students.
Pray God will open doors and present some
opportunities. We continue to run the Ad in
the campus newspaper until the end of the
semester.
Booth- We had 55 students stop by our booth
and talk with us over the 4 hours we were
there. I spent about 15 minutes speaking
with a student who claimed to be an atheist
but seemed interested in why I believed so
strongly about God’s existence. We had a good
talk and he took a flyer and a business card
and said he would be interested in stopping
by a Bible study. We average 5-6 students, 3 of
which are Tech students.
Support- Another church partnered with us in
monthly support. We are at $2,600 to $2,700 of
the $3,000 in monthly support for my salary.
Our goal is $4,500 per month which includes
my salary, financing for an MBSF house and
monthly expenses. Contact me at 903-7221545. Thank you, and please pray for this work.

Growth- We are praying the Lord adds more
members to the church. Our new location lends
itself for people to easily find us, and is within
walking distance from several neighborhoods
and mobile home parks.
Stats- On Sunday at the retreat center our
average attendance was 22. On Sunday
evening and Wednesday nights, we are
meeting at Mt. Calvary BC in Pharr.
Thank you for your prayers and
encouragement. Should you have any
questions or need additional information, call
me at 956-240-5717.

VICTOR RICE
SAN ANTONIO - SHILOH MBC

Joseph- Early morning April 5th we got the
call that our son was involved in an auto
rollover and was being air lifted. He had major
head trauma. I am thankful for the many
prayer chains. This resulted in his co-workers
coming to church to hear the word and pray.
The biggest blessing is Joseph is home but
still has a ways to go using a walker and has
short term memory loss. He was able to give a
beautiful devotional and lead the song service
on the last Sunday. We ask prayers as Joseph
continues with his recovery.

Development Funds for the 3rd quarter (May
2019) to purchase land and a building to call
home.

DONALD TRUSSELL
KERRVILLE - HILL COUNTRY MBC

Stats- We had 1 baptized. Our averages were
17 in MW; 6 in small groups, and 4 at Venus.
Our offering was $3,623, with $300 given to
missions, $650 paid on rent.

Fish- The count for our fish fry was 20 people
that we fed. We were pleased with the turn-out.
We began the “9:55 Ministry” this month. We
set an alarm for 9:55am each day to remind us
to pray for each lost person we know.
Stats- Our averages were; 10 in SS; 10 in MW;
9 in EW; and 5 in outside Bible Studies. Our
offering was $959, with $150 given to missions
and $300 paid on rent.
My wife’s test result on her endocrine system
showed she still has too much stress on her
adrenal glands. Pray for the Lord’s will in her
life and pray we find a permanent place to live.
Thank you for your faithful support of missions
and the MBA of Texas.

Food Ministry- We have two helpers working
with us in the food ministry. They help bag the
food and distribute it. They, along with Alice,
go door to door offering bags of food with a
church card, tracts, and big smiles showing
the love of Jesus.

Stats- We had 1 saved and baptized. Our
averages were 10 in SS; 22 in MW; 10 in EW;
and 8 on WE. Our offering was $3,003.18, with
$349.74 given to missions, and $1,200 paid on
rent. We had two men to visit, seeking a church
home.

CORRECTION:
2019 SOUTHWEST
ASSOCIATION MEETING

Faith Promise Missions/Revival- Next weekBro. Terry Woodside will be our special
speaker leading us in our church’s first
Missions Conference. Praying for the Lord to
increase our faith and enable us to give more
for Missions.

The location is listed
incorrectly in
the MBA of Texas
minute book.

DANIEL TIJERINA
DONNA - A NEW BEGINNING BC

The 2019 meeting will be
hosted by Northcrest MBC,
Andrews, Texas, on
September 19-20, 2019.

In April we had 4 first time visitors and
celebrated a sunrise service with Mt. Calvary
BC in Pharr on Easter.
Commitment- The members are committed
to spreading the Gospel by giving to missions
and going out into the community.

The 2020 meeting will be
hosted by Pavillard MBC,
Amarillo, Texas.

Plans- We will be requesting Texas Mission
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Roman Bells

FACTS ABOUT THE FACTS
by John Melancon

I

n the wake of the Roman Empire
evidence of their customs come
forth. Here we see small Roman bells
showing evidence of their habitation.
These bells are believed to have several
purposes including music, animal bells
and even worship of the Roman god,
Baccus. The bells were jangled in great
numbers during the worship of this
pagan god.

To view this artifact and many others,
contact the school office for an appointment.

CHURCH HISTORY
by Don Britton

FIRST BAPTIST ACTIVITIES IN TEXAS

F

irst Convert. Thomas Hanks, a
Baptist preacher from Tennessee,
came to Texas in 1829. He is credited
with having won the first convert under
Baptist preaching in Texas. He was
preaching in the home of Moses Shipman,
west of the Brazos River. It was there that
Mrs. James Alcorn, wife of a Baptist deacon,
made a profession of faith in Christ.
First Sunday School. The first Sunday
School in Texas was at San Felipe de Austin.
It was organized by Thomas J. Pilgrim. It
was well attended by the local residents
who were mostly Anglo-Americans. It
continued until Mexican authorities force
it discontinuance.
First Prayer Meeting. The first prayer
meeting was led by Mrs. Massie Millard in
1832 or 1833, near what is now Old North
Church, Nacogdoches. The occasion
was Aunt Massie, as she was known to
her friends, and some other women and
children were hiding in a thicket of dense
brush from Indians. She was a devout
Christian, and was influential in getting a
Baptist church organized there, but died
shortly before realizing her heart’s desire.
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Baccus shares all of the legends and
myths with the Greek god Dionysus.
It seems that the Romans borrowed a
Greek god and changed the name. This
is the Roman god of agriculture and
wine. The worship of Baccus included a

March festival of a boy becoming a man.
This festival included much excess even
to the point of ritual murder. It became
so brutal that the Roman Senate even
suppressed the worship festival.
If you consider the worship of Baccus,
you could understand further the
disgust of the Jews when the Romans
brought this god to Israel. They were
bringing back a form of worship
previously seen in the groves and high
places. It was this form of worship of
Baal that sent Israel into captivity. The
Jews had learned their lesson but here
came the Romans with Baccus in their
own land!

First Wedding. The first wedding, other
than Roman Catholic, in Texas, was
performed by Z. N. Morrell, at the old town
of Washington-on -the Brazos, in 1837.

organization in Illinois, the church settled
in Austin Colony January 20, 1834. It was
called, “Pilgrim Church of Predestinarian
Regular Baptist.”

First Baptism. The first baptism in Texas
was administered by Isaac Reed. The
candidate was B. F. Whitaker.

This historic church is still in existence. It is
located near Elkhart, on FM Road 861. A log
cabin replica of the first church house is on
the premises, adjacent to a large cemetery
in which are buried several prominent
early Texas leaders. The church moved,
temporarily, due to Indian troubles, and
existed for a while in the Tenahaw (now
Tenaha) District of present Shelby County,
in deep East Texas.

First Association. Z. N. Morrell led in
the organization of the first Texas Baptist
Association, at Travis in Austin County.
It was composed of Independence,
LaGrange, and Travis churches.
First Ordination. Richard Ellis was the
first Baptist preacher to be ordained in
Texas at Plum Grove Church, in Fayette
County, in 1842. The ordaining Presbytery
was R. B. Baylor and Z. N. Morrell.
First Baptist Church. The first Baptist
church in Texas was not organized in
the state, nor was it a Missionary Baptist
Church.* Daniel Parker from Illinois,
visited Austin Colony in 1832. He carefully
read the Mexican colonization laws.
It was clear that the laws forbade the
establishment of any kind of church other
than Catholic. But Parker construed the
laws as not prohibiting the immigration
of an organized church into the state. He
returned to Illinois, selected his followers,
organized them into a church, and then
proceeded by wagons, holding services as
they journeyed to Texas. Six months after its

Daniel Parker’s predestinarian doctrines
influenced pioneer Baptists in Texas for
many years, and perhaps in a limited
degree even to the present.
* This information is included because of
Parker’s doctrinal influence on the Baptists of
Texas and Texas history.

EDITOR’S NOTE:
The previous was an excerpt from Dr.
O. H. Griffith’s book entitled, “Missionary
Baptists in Texas 1820-1998.”
A copy of Dr. Griffith’s book is available by
sending $3.50 to:
H & A Committee
P. O. Box 570,
Henderson, TX.
75653-0570

O

h my goodness! The back of our house looked awful.
The white siding on the back/north side of our house was
covered in black gunk...mildew, mold. All up the two-story
side of our house looked absolutely AWFUL...AWFUL. It had rained
so much we hadn’t really noticed, until the sun came out and...well,
Oh my goodness!! We had to clean it...now!!
The thing was, it’s a long
way up to the roof of the
second story and someone
was going to have to climb
a ladder and get up there
with it. It shouldn’t really be
that big of a deal. After all,
Darrel had bought a “Power
Washer” that would reach
the top and power off the
worst of the gunk, right?
We decided the smart thing
would be if the one who
weighed the least would
climb the ladder and the
one that weighed the most
would hold the ladder.
The instructions sounded
simple enough. All we had
to do was put that Krud Kutter stuff in the little plastic thingy and
hook up the hose to the water and “bingo”...just spray it on and
wash it off...all there is to it. Well, in the words of the Duke, “Not
hardly.”

John 1:9

If we confess our sin, He is
faithful and just to forgive
our sin and will ‘cleanse’ us
from all unrighteousness.

some hard work. The fact that we had let it go too long made the
problem even worse. Regular cleaning is a must because the
longer it stays, the harder it is to get rid of. And, the fact is, we
noticed it last fall but decided it “wasn’t that bad” and “probably
no one would notice” until it has totally taken over this whole side
of our house. Isn’t sin like that? I know if I don’t confess it and get
help as soon as I am aware of it, it spreads to all areas of my life in
record time. We can even get pretty comfortable with the sin and
think no one will really notice.
There is a particular sin I deal with almost daily. I like to blame
it on other stuff like hormones, blood sugar, thyroid, Darrel, you
know...anything but my own self. And, I can tell you, if I don’t
confess it and get forgiveness regularly, it will take me over...it
possesses my mind. It’s like the gunk that covers the whole back
side of my house. Everything I do is affected by that sin, including
my relationship with others, not to mention what it does to me and
Jesus!! I always wonder if other people struggle with things like
this or is it just me, covered in gunk. I do claim the promise of John
1:9 when he says, “If we confess our sin, He is faithful and just to
forgive our sin and will ‘cleanse’ us from all unrighteousness.” The
time finally comes, just like with our house, when I have to say, I
can’t do this by myself. Someone stronger than me is going to have
to take over.
So, if you ever come to see
us and we take you out on
the back deck, please
don’t judge us by the
back side of our house.
Just don’t look up. Look
at the pond or Darrel’s
roses or the ducks...just
don’t look up!!
(Actually, I think
I’m pretty good at
cleaning gunk! I may
just hire out! Need an
estimate??)

I climbed and sprayed. Big guy held the ladder. We went
through three different cleaning solutions and we still had gunk
on our house. We tried all the suggestions given by our friends. I
realized pretty soon that it was going to take something or someone
stronger than this chick and this soap to clean up this mess.
Can I tell you, a girl can do a lot of thinking when she’s up
on a ladder all by herself, washing gunk! I couldn’t keep
from thinking how much like my sin this black mess was.
It wasn’t coming off easy and was definitely going to take
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94th ABA 2019 Messenger Meeting
June 18-20
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Stop by and see
us at Booth #90
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