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T 
hird Term is underway.  Faculty and 
students know this is an intensive 12-week 
term leading to Commencement which is 

scheduled for June 1st, 10 a.m., at Calvary Baptist 
Church in Henderson.  Little things help, so if any 
have time for encouraging the students and faculty 

with a call or a note it would mean a lot!

Robert Wallace and I attended the annual conference of the 
Association of Biblical Higher Education, the accrediting association we 
are pursuing accreditation through.  The workshops were tremendous, 
the atmosphere was encouraging, but best of all TBI achieved Candidacy 
Status in accreditation.  Four years of hard work from many individuals 
is proving successful.  What does this mean for TBI?  First, it means four 
more years of work to achieve Initial Accreditation.  Second, it means 
continuing evaluation and assessment on our part to validate we are 
functioning effectively as an Institution of Higher Education.  Third, it 
means we can more readily transfer our credit hours to other accredited 
schools.

Three days after the conference I received a call from a large and 
well recognized Seminary in an area where a student of TBI had 
relocated to and  enrolled.  The student moved last year to the area of 
the new school and chose to continue their studies.  The registrar office 
contacted me to clarify we were seeking accreditation with a recognized 
accrediting agency.  I replied we were moved from the Applicant level to 
the Candidacy level.  He replied they would now accept all hours being 
transferred.  This is a tremendous blessing to the student who moved. 

I am thankful for the support from Calvary Baptist Church in Henderson, 
the sponsoring church of Texas Baptist Institute and Seminary; our Board 
of Trustees; the faculty and staff of TBI; and  the churches and individuals 
who support with prayers and finances..  There is much work left to be 
done, but much has already been accomplished.  TO GOD BE THE GLORY. 

Pray for the TBI family and the decisions being made.

THE BAPTIST MONITOR publishes 6 issues per year. 
The issues arrive in the last week of January, March, May, 
July, September and November. All articles and other 
submissions for consideration for publication must be 
received by January 10, March 10, July 10, September 10 
and November 10. All submissions are subject to editorial 
approval and should be sent in electronic format to:   
monitor@tbi.edu

EDITORIAL STAFF:
Editor: Ray O. Brooks
Associate Editors: Steve Butler & Robert Wallace
Layout Editor: ABAmedia 

SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO:
The Baptist Monitor
P.O. Box 570, Henderson, TX 75653-0570
monitor@tbi.edu     |     903-657-6543

THE BAPTIST MONITOR accepts no responsibility either 
financially or otherwise for unsolicited manuscripts. The 
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily represent the views of The Baptist Monitor 
or Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary. 

The Baptist Monitor is sent on request.
Donations are essential and thankfully accepted.

SAME “ole” SONG;
MULTITUDES OF VERSES
There is nothing new concerning the financing of 
The Baptist Monitor. Except for a few of the very 
early years of this present century, finances have 

hung around like a non-working son-in-law.  In researching copies of the 
Monitor from 1926 to this present time, I (Ray O. Brooks) have found the 
problem of financing the Monitor to be as old as the “Monitor” itself.   

A CHARGE FOR CONSISTENCY
Folks, when you receive a copy of the Monitor addressed to you, please 
do one of two things – “Consider it to be trash and throw it into the waste 
basket”; or “Beginning with Martha’s “just thinking” -- enjoy reading it and 
send an offering for its support.”

- rob

4
5
6
7
8

10
12
13
14
15
16

Volume 71  -  Issue 2



ROBERT WALLACE
VP of Advancement

MISSION:

1300 Longview Dr,
Henderson, TX 75652 tbi.edu

The Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary equips saints to do the work of ministry through a Biblically-
based higher education in harmony with Bible doctrines of the American Baptist Association to 
advance the Kingdom of God through the local church ministry of fulfilling the Great Commission.

M 
ost likely, many of you have attended 
workshops, conventions or conferences 
at some point. Well, in February, I 

learned there is such a thing as “Workshop 
Fatigue!” While I was extremely thankful and 
privileged to be able to attend back-to-back 

weeks of conferences dealing specifically with areas where I needed 
the help in fulfilling my role here at TBI, I learned you can get too 
much of a good thing.

I would like to share with you something I learned in one of those 
workshops. This one dealt primarily with the financial aspects of 
higher education (as did almost every one I attended for two weeks), 
but there was a quote the facilitator mentioned and then kept 
repeating as the workshop continued. In regards to projects, both 
personal and school-related, the quote was “God always pays for 
what He orders.” As that was mentioned multiple times, the gravity 
and truth of it grew in my mind with every mention. In conjunction 
with that statement, I was reminded recently of a quote from Bro. 
Albert Garner, long-time seminary professor, writer, and pastor. He 
often said, “An informed people are a giving people.”

As those two quotes swirled in my mind, my memory was flooded 
with times both of these have shown themselves in my life and 
ministry, as well as, the ministry of TBI. I think of things like the 
Library Campaign, getting this far in the accreditation process, the 
Brooks-McNeill Friendship Park on our campus, and many other 
smaller ones. In those cases, God placed the idea in the mind and 
heart of someone in leadership, they let that idea be known, and He 
paid for it by an informed people giving to accomplish His plan.

I have no doubt that God is ordering the steps we are taking at this 
point in the history of this great ministry. I also have no doubt that 
there are even bigger plans coming to build on the solid foundation 
that has been laid here and God will “order” things we have not even 
thought of yet. It humbles me to think I have gotten to be a part of His 
plan and am excited about where we, together, are going to go.

T 
he Fannie Kirkland Memorial Library  at TBI is currently 
featuring the works of Bro. Robert Brock.  Bro. Brock has been 
teaching at TBI for more than 45 years and is the author of 

numerous study guides, books, articles and devotional guides.  
Several of his works are published by Tate Publishing Company 
while others are available from Amazon.

Bro. Brock is also an accomplished artist.  Several of his portrait oil 
paintings are currently on display in the library.  In the TBI chapel, 
the near life-size oil painting of Dr. A. J. Kirkland is one of Bro. Brock’s 
amazing works.  If you are in the Henderson area during March or 
April, please visit the library and view this display.

The TBI library is expanding its collection by adding a Christian 
fiction section.  If you have hardback or paperback Christian fiction 
books in good condition you no longer want, please consider 
donating them to the library.  Other schools similar to TBI have 
reported overwhelming success with similar collections.

THE LATEST FROM THE LIBRARY...



E 
ternity is duration or continuance 
without beginning nor end. (Noah 
Webster, 1828) God’s Holy Word speaks 

of God as high and lofty, One that inhabiteth 
eternity, whose name is HOLY. (Isaiah 57:15)

 ETERNAL LIFE is life without beginning 
and without ending. It is Spirit life; it is divine 
life; it is God life. It is the “born again” life of the 
born again birth of Nicodemus and all others 
who have been “born again.” 

“SO, God created man in his own image, in 
the image of God created he him; male and 
female created he them.”(Genesis 1:27) Since 
God is spirit, the man and the woman were 
both created spirit people. Later, God formed 
a physical body out of the dust of the earth 
and put the created spirit man in it. Then, 
when man needed a help meet; God took a 
rib out of the physical body of the man and 
made the physical body of the woman into 
which he placed the created spirit woman. 
Thus, we know that living humans are spirit 
people living in physical bodies. 

There are four kinds of life:

1) unconscious – life without a central 
nervous system to register pain – all plant 
life;

2) self conscious life – all creatures with a 
central nervous system which record pain 
– animals, fowl, fish, insect and human life; 

3) “God conscious” life - angel life and 
human life, only angles and humans are 
conscious of God’s existence;

4) “Self existent” life - “God life” which only 
God possesses - Jesus declared, “For as the 
Father hath life in Himself. So hath He given 
the Son to have life in Himself.” Again; this 
is self existent life; God life; eternal life. This 
is life that has no ending; but also it had no 
beginning. 

Jesus said, “As Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have eternal life. 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish but have everlasting 
(eternal) life.” (John 3:14-16)

Jesus also said, “Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
That which is born of flesh is flesh; that which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit.” (John 3:3, 6)

The Apostle Peter enlightened us on the way 
of the new birth in 1 Peter 1:23. He addressed 
his message to those who have been born 
again. He began verse 23 with the participle 
“being born” again. This refers to a new birth, 
i. e. the spirit birth of which Jesus spoke to 
Nicodemus (John 3:16). Peter declares that 
this new birth is not of the corruptible seed of 
a human father; but of the incorruptible seed 
of our heavenly Father. The Spirit of the new 
birth is not only a new spirit of the born again 
person; but is the Holy Spirit, Himself come to 
live in every born again person.

 This wonderful truth has always been 
somewhat shadowed with mystery. In 
Colossians 1:25-27 Paul addressed a mystery 
which had been hidden from ages and from 
generations, but now is made manifest to his 
saints: To whom God would make known 
what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you; the 
hope of glory.

Concerning this truth, Dr. J.R. Alexander 
wrote, “This is a union of life. In John 15:5 Jesus 
said, ‘I am the vine, ye are the branches.’ The 
life of any branch comes from the vine to 
which it is attached. So it is with the spirit man 
that is born of God’s Spirit. His life is the life of 
Christ. Notice the words of Paul in Galatians 
2:20. ‘I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless 
I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.’ Christ 
living in a man is not a mere idea or principle, 
it is a reality. Spirit Christ literally lives in the 
spirit man that is created in the new birth.” 
(Baptist Monitor, March 5, 1956)

 Jesus declared this truth to His “upper 
room” people. He said, “At that day ye shall 
know that I am in my Father, and ye in me 
.and I in you.” (John 14:20) 

 Just like my father Jack Brooks lives in 
me and I live in my son, Jack Brooks; Spirit 
God lives in each person who has been born 
of God -- that is Christ in you. Jesus told His 
church, “At that day ye shall know that I am in 
my Father; and ye in me, and I in you.” 

The Apostle John added to this glorious 
truth in 1 John 3:9. “Whosoever is born of 
God doeth not commit sin; for his seed (God’s) 
remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because 
he is born of God.

CONCLUSIONS:

The conclusions of this study is – Eternal life 
is a kind of life, it is spirit life, it is Divine life, it 
is God life -- life that every born again person 
possesses. It is life that has no end; but neither 
did it have a beginning – it is eternal. This does 
not mean that a person who has been born 
again does not commit sin. A person who 
has been born again has experienced two 
births – the physical birth of the body and the 
spiritual birth of the spirit. The Bible speaks 
of an inner man and an outer man. The inner 
man who is born of God cannot sin; but the 
outer man born of woman cannot keep from 
sinning no matter how hard he tries. Thus, the 
body and the mind of the born again man is 
a battle ground; the inner man and the outer 
man battling for control of the whole person. 
The Apostle Paul recorded his personal battle 
in the seventh chapter of Romans. He ended 
the account of his own personal battle by 
writing – “O wretched man that I am! Who 
shall deliver me from the body of this death? 
I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
So with the mind I myself serve the law of 
God; but with the flesh the law of sin.” Read it; 
believe it; and rejoice in the truth – You cannot 
fall from grace. 

 THE “BORN AGAIN” BIRTH IS NOTHING 
MORE AND NOTHING LESS THAN SPIRIT 
GOD ENTERING INTO THE BODY AND MIND 
OF A PENITENT BELIEVER.

ETERNITY AND ETERNAL LIFE AND THE BORN AGAIN BIRTH

Spirit Christ literally 
lives in the spirit 
man that is created 
in the new birth.

Dr. J.R.
Alexander

By Ray O. Brooks
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PD:  Being one of those involved in the 
accreditation process, in your estimation, 
how are things going?

Dr. D:  Things are going great! Recently, 
TBI was granted candidate status with 
ABHE accrediting agency.

SF:  Since the students have expressed a 
desire for more preaching courses, can 
you give us an update on the preaching 
program at TBI?

Dr. D:  I’m happy to say that we have 
developed more courses related 
to preaching: Beginner Homiletics, 
Intermediate Homiletics, Advanced 
Homiletics, Expository Preaching 
I, Expository Preaching II, Pastoral 
Preaching, Evangelistic Preaching, and 
Preaching for Church Growth.

PD:  Will there be a degree offered with a 
concentration in preaching?

Dr. D:  Yes, this will be in the Master of 
Divinity (MDiv) and Doctor of Ministry 
(DMin) programs. In fact, beginning in 
2020, TBI will offer a DMin in Expository 
Preaching.

SF:  Recently, one your students referred 
to you as his “Preaching Coach”. Is there a 
comparison?

Dr. D:  Yes, I believe there is. After all, a 
coach seeks to inspire his athletes. As 
a professor, I try to inspire my students 
to do his or her best for Christ. I want to 
motivate them in the ministry.

PD:  How do you do that exactly?

Dr. D:  First, I try to treat all of my students 
fairly. You cannot treat all of the students 
the same, but you can give them your 
attention and time on an individual basis. 
It is imperative that educators remember 
this: God makes originals, not duplicates. 
I, for one, do not ever want to see TBI 
become a cookie cutter seminary.

SF:  What is your opinion of this generation 
of preachers?

Dr. D:  I am excited about the possibilities. 
They seem eager to learn and are willing 
to be challenged. I am thrilled to see their 
excitement and zeal for ministry.

PD:  TBI is blessed to have a professor of 
your qualifications. What are your plans 
for the future?

Dr. D:  I’m glad to be where I am currently, 
doing what I can for the Lord and TBI. 
However, I am always open to the 
leadership of the Lord for my life and 
ministry. He will put me where He wants 
me; of this, I am sure.

The Baptist Monitor 5

TBI students Paul Denny and Shawn Findley recently interviewed
Dr. David L. Proctor, Preaching Professor at TBI.

A SIT DOWN WITH TBI’S PROFESSOR OF PREACHING



M 
ost people think of church leaders 
as pastors, deacons, missionaries, 
officers, and teachers.  While these 

hopefully are leaders, God has other leaders 
he has added to His churches.  I believe 

anyone who is doing what the Lord has called them to do within a 
local church body is a leader.  Unfortunately, because many in the 
Lord’s churches are not fulfilling their purpose in the body, many 
leaders who have taken up the slack are tired and worn out.

Creation gives a great example of leadership that we should 
consider:  sandhill cranes.  These large birds fly great distances 
across continents in their migration.  To accomplish this task, they 
exhibit three extraordinary qualities of leadership.  First, they 

rotate leadership.  No bird is always in front.  We should be praying 
for more laborers for the harvest.  We should also consider that 
maybe God has added leaders already and be willing to give new 
leaders opportunities to serve.

Secondly, only cranes that can handle turbulence lead.  What 
a blessing it is to have people in churches who help in times of 
trouble; those who directly assist others or who are always praying 
for us as we experience times of turmoil.  We need to be leaders 
who see difficult times as opportunities to help others experience 
God’s grace in ways they never thought imaginable.

Finally, all during the time one bird is leading, the other cranes 
are honking out affirmation.  While much of the honking we hear 
is not always positive, I am thankful for those whose words and 

encouragement always seem to … minister 
grace unto the hearers. (Eph 4:29) This is 
a leadership role in which all of us need 
be involved.  

Being leaders in the Lord’s churches is 
exhausting, demanding, and difficult.  But 
we are not alone, nor do we have to trust 
in our own strength and ability:  “Faithful 
is he that calleth you, who also will do it.” 
(1 Thess. 5:24)

I 
n May 2013, a show based in Waco, 
Texas aired on a national cable channel. 
A husband and wife team searched 

around the Waco area until they found the 
right house they wanted to renovate. They 

would purchase the mostly dilapidated house in the Waco area 
and would restore it for people willing to pay a certain price. The 
show had its typical dramatic moments where the unexpected 
obstacles or potential deal breakers would arise. However, no 
obstacle or potential disaster was ever too much that a solution 
could not be found. 

The show grew to reach amazing popularity. The couple 
formed a well-known company whose name is easily recognized 
by anyone involved with home improvement. The city of Waco 
grew to be one the most visited cities in Texas, so much so that 
on weekends Waco has one of the highest 
hotel occupancy ratings in the United 
States.

Not to take anything away from 
this couple and the work they 
do, but like anything else, even 

newly renovated homes will eventually need to be repaired. The 
dilapidated house at one time was brand new. That is the nature 
of things on this earth.

We have a God who 
is in the renovation 
business, if you 
will. Paul wrote in 
2 Corinthians 5:17, 
“Therefore if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things 
are passed away; 
behold, all things are 
become new.”

To be “in Christ” means to be totally renovated in a spiritual sense 
never to have to be renovated again. It is to become something 
you were previously not—a new creation. The verb “passed away” 
refers to an event that happened once and for all, while the phrase 
“become new” speaks of a continual state of being. 

The new life in Christ means the believer is 
free to live the way Jesus wants him to live. What 

a wonderful Savior we serve who offers the gift of 
eternal life and a house, “whose builder and 

maker is God.”

DEAN GRIGSBY
Business Manager

KYLE ELKINS
Editor in Chief
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BRYAN SELLERS
Secretary-Treasurer
of Missions

MONTHLY MISSION REPORT - FEBRUARY 2019

M 
ark 1:17 states; “And Jesus said unto them, come ye after me, and I 
will make you fishers of men.”

Jesus called ordinary men; they were fishermen, they were men who 
were engaged in an ordinary task.  Abraham Lincoln once said, “God must 
have loved the common people, He made so many of them.” God does love 
and use ordinary people.  Sometimes we get the idea that in order to be 
used of God, you’ve got to have a PhD, or an I.Q. of 150.  If you read the Bible 
carefully, you will find that God uses common people who have turned 
their hearts and lives over to Him.  You give God your ordinary, He will 
give back to you His extraordinary. 

The deadline for receiving the Missionary Recommendation Forms in 
the Missions office is April 17th.  Please get those turned in to the office 
ASAP. Also, please fill out as much information as possible on the forms.  
An informed committee is a happy committee! You can find the forms on 
the website under the missions tab and then reports.  Copies of the forms 
have already been emailed to the sending churches. You can always 
call the missions office and request a form to be sent to you.  Once again, 
please plan ahead and do not wait until the last week of the deadline to 
get them turned in.

For February, the missionaries reported 788 Salvations and 17 Baptisms. 
Thank You to all the dedicated missionaries at home and abroad for your 
faithfulness in preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ on your field of labor. 

In just a few short months, the Messenger body will elect a new 
Secretary/Treasurer of Missions.  Please be praying now for God to make 
known His will to His Churches.

Serving with Gladness,

Bryan Sellers   

To view previous reports,
visit our website at
www.abamissions.org

P.O. Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050   |   Phone: 903.792.2312  |  Fax: 903.794.1290   |   Email: missions@abamissions.org

BEGINNING BALANCE  $1,601,453.86

RECEIPTS:
 Interstate Salaries $51,209.40
 Foreign & National Salaries $45,958.07
 Designated $31,780.38
 Undesignated  $13,779.78
TOTAL RECEIPTS  $142,727.63

BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE  $1,744,181.49

DISBURSEMENTS
 Interstate Salaries $63,224.80
 Foreign Salaries $22,665.60
 National Salaries $27,099.20
 Designated $31,780.38
	 Salaries	&	Expenses	of	Sec-Treas.	Office
	 	 Office	Salaries	 $11,708.82
	 	 General	Office	 $2,316.77
  Automobile Expense $180.55
  SubTotal $14,206.14
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $158,976.12

BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD  $1,585,205.37

DEFICIT FOR FEBRUARY  ($16,248.49)

God must have loved 
the common people, He 
made so many of them.Abraham

Lincoln



BY DANIEL RESENDIZ VAZQUEZ & DR. DAVID RESENDIZ

EQUIPPING BROTHERS
I 

am Daniel Resendiz Vazquez and he is my 
brother Jose David Resendiz Vazquez. We are from 
San Fernando, Tamaulipas, México. My Bachelors 

degree is in Elementary Education, and a Master of 
Education in progress in Mexico. My Brother David, the 
last year, concluded his studies in the area of medicine. 
Right now, both are studying at Texas Baptist Institute & 
Seminary. This is the first year of my Brother David and 
it’s my fourth and last year. I will receive my Bachelors 
degree in Theology and also Master of English Bible. 

Our stepfather, Dr. Hugo Mallozzi, works with 
Macedonian Missionary Service. This is a group that 
helps other missionaries in US and around the world, 
brining medicine, giving the opportunity to have some 
surgeries free, and also to share the Word of the Lord. 
The first goal in this group is to share the Gospel and 
help missionaries to participate with the community. 
We have had the opportunity to participate in some 
travels to help them. My brother in the area of medicine 
as a Doctor and I as a Preacher sharing the Gospel. 
The last travel together we went to Peru to the cities of 
Trujillo, Casca, Periquitos, and others. 

The Lord called me to the ministry when I finished 
my Bachelors in Mexico, but at that time, I didn’t want 
to take that responsibility. After two years, when I was 
almost concluding my Master of Education, the Lord 
made me feel again that concern in my mind. After 
being like Jonah for a while, I decided to follow him 
and God opened the door at TBI. My future plans are 
uncertain, but I trust in the Lord that HE will open the 
doors like he did to come to the Seminary. 

8 The Baptist Monitor
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N 
ow its my time to tell you my story, I’m 
Dr. David Resendiz. I’m 26 years old and 
I already finished my degree last year 

at the “Universidad del Valle de Mexico” with 
my social services. With the experiences that 
I lived in the groups of Macedonia Missionary 
Service, I made the decision to come to Texas 
Baptist Institute & Seminary to learn more 
about God and get more knowledge to share 
the Gospel and reach more people with my 
medical ministry. 

After my studies at TBI, my plan is  to 
continue my studies to become a specialist in 
Pediatrics, and in that way I will keep helping 
Macedonian Missionary Service.

For more information about Macedonian Missionary Service you can go to:  www.macedonianms.org

Dr. David Resendiz



S 
ometimes it takes a while to build 
the house of God.  Even today some 
projects take longer than others 

because of extenuating circumstances.  
God’s house of worship is worth all the 
struggles that have to be overcome.  
Solomon’s workers were engaged in a 
seven-year project but were faithful to its 
completion.

The faithful workers who give of their 
time and talents to work on TMB projects 
are to be considered as the called of God.  
They work tirelessly and the fellowship 
among them is great.  At this time, they 
are working on the Memorial MBC project 
at Rusk.  The Pastor and people of this 
church are very grateful for the help they 
are receiving.  The work is entering the 
finishing stage with ceiling tile and trim 
but will take a while longer because of 
the enormous size of the project. Pray for 
them as they continue this phase.

TMB has also 
been involved in 
a project for the 
Hughes Springs 
MBC.  The work 
has gone well.  We thank God for the 
opportunity to help the churches of the 
MBA of Texas through Texas Mission 
Builders.

Our sponsoring church, East Side MBC 
at Jacksonville, TX keeps a watchful eye 
over the work.  Bro. Mike Pearson, our 
TMB Supervisor has great leadership 
abilities and has much experience in 
building construction.  We thank God for 
using him in this capacity.  He and the 
others who participate in the TMB work 
have been a great blessing to many of our 
churches through the years.  We give God 
all the praise for the things accomplished 
through Texas Mission Builders.

P 
raise the Lord! Texas Mission 
Development is alive and well. She is 
busy taking care of the business she 

was organized to do nearly 50 years ago. 
Our supporters are joyfully supporting 
and helping her do what God planed 
from the begining when she presented 
her first check in July 1972. Since this 
time, her faithful supporters, with God’s 
blessing, have given her nearly Three 
Million Dollars to be presented to missions 
and struggling churches in Texas for the 
purpose of buying land and building 
buildings to help them fulfill their purpose 
of preaching the Gospel to the lost. 

Our Fourth Quarter 2018 funds were 
presented February 10th to Landmark 
MBC of Floresville, Texas, at Rocky Springs 
MBC. Pastor Rogers, his wife Vicky and 
the Landmark congregation were very 
grateful for the funds. The First Quarter 
2019 funds will go to Holleyman Chapel 
MBC of Maydelle, Texas, and Westview 
MBC of Gatesville, Texas, in May 2019.

Ballots are being received now for the 
Second Quarter project. Ballots will be 
counted March 20th. Please feel free to 
request again if not chosen. Requests 
for the 3rd Quarter 2019 project will be 
mailed May 1st.

TEXAS MISSION BUILDERS
Leroy Smith

TEXAS MISSION DEVELOPMENT
Jim Slocumb

MBA OF TEXAS 
MESSENGER MEETING

Shelby County
Missionary Baptist Association

Center, Texas  |  November 11th - 13th

The John D. Windham Civic Center, 617 
Tenaha St. has been reserved for November 
11th-13th. All meetings and the Alumni 
Banquet will be in the Civic Center.

Hotel accommodations
(Complimentary Breakfast Included)

Hampton Inn & Suites (Headquarters)
936-598-4447 @ $99 plus tax

Sleep Inn & Suites
936-590-4460 @ $99 plus tax,

Best Western Plus
936-591-0002 @ $89.99 plus tax.

Other hotels include Super 8, America’s Best 
Value, & Holiday Inn. Please book early as 
the energy business is heating up with a great 
influx of executives who may still be here in 
late 2019.

Contact Info:  Larry Chandler  |  936-368-2796
Booths:  Bro. Hiram Melton  |  936-248-2163 

East Texas Giving Day brings the region 
together on one day as one community to 
raise money and awareness for East Texas 
nonprofits. This provides an easy platform to 
support the mission of nonprofits that serve 
our communities.

TBI is participating in this on April 30, 2019. 
Spread the word and encourage people to 
give. Matching funds will ensure some of 
what is given will equal $2 for every $1 given. 
Visit www.easttexasgivingday.org for info 
or to give.

Left to Right - Rocky Springs Pastor Leymoin 
Wiggins, Yours Truly, Sister Vicky, and 
Landmark Pastor Roddy Rogers, TMD 
Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer Sister 
Carolyn and Brother Junior Whiteley

Landmark MBC of Floresville, TX  |  $28,817.41 
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O 
n March 10th Bro. Vernon McNully presented a $29,000 check to Promise Land 
MBC in Hamburg, AR for Faith BM in Sterlington, LA.  Missionary Trey Emory and 

the new work at Sterlington have strong 
support from the sponsoring church.  The 
debt on the 2.25 acres of land has been 
reduced by nearly 40% in five months.

The next quarter’s IMD offering will go 
to Salem MBC, Judsonia, AR for Two 
Grey Hills MBM in Newcomb, NM where 
Missionary Rusty Denny is laboring.

We want to thank all who support missions 
through IMD.  IMD is sponsored by Nelson 
Valley BC in Somerset, KY.

INTERSTATE MISSION DEVELOPMENT
Director of Promotions: Vernon McNully

NO GREATER LOVE
April 16th, 7pm @ the Windham Civic 
Center in Center, TX

NO GREATER LOVE, a play written by 
Kimberly Phillips of San Augustine 
Missionary Baptist Church, takes the 
audience into a personal experience 
with Jesus during His arrest, crucifixion, 
resurrection and up to His ascension. 

Everyone is invited to attend! Church 
and youth groups are welcome. 
Admission is free. For more info contact 
Kimberly Phillips,  903-293-3860.

Left to Right - Promise Land Youth Pastor 
Hayden Wilkes, Pastor Trey Emory, and IMD 
Director of Promotions, Vernon McNully

Promise Land MBC of Hamburg, AR  |  $29,000 

THE DOCTRINE PROJECT
by ABAmedia

Discover why we believe, what we believe, 
with The Doctrine Project.

This video based series, taught by leading 
pastors of the American Baptist Association, 
covers each of the 22 doctrines of the 
ABA. Listen as each pastor gives a biblical 
explanation as to why these “Doctrines” are 
important, and why we should apply them to 
our lives each and every day.

Resources include the following for each of 
the 22 doctrines:

• Teaser (1 - 2 minutes)

• Short Lesson (5 - 8 minutes)

• Long Lesson (15 - 20 minutes)

• Workbook w/ Life Application Section

This project is available to download for 
free at:    www.abamedia.org/tdp

Questions about this project?
Contact us @ info@abamedia.org

 “Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: 
and the fruit of the womb is his reward” 
(Psalm 127:3). Children bring hope, 
joy and excitement into the 
lives of parents, teachers and 
everyone in their world. 

God has enabled ICP to help 
children of many cultures come 
to the Lord, by providing Bible study 
books for churches and missionaries 
working in Europe, Asia, Africa and North 
and Central America.

It was a blessing to find this Facebook post 
by Missionary Eddie Williams working in 
Kenya:

“Bill Johnson and the ICP ministry has 
provided all our churches in Turkana 
with a full year of teaching material...at no 
cost to us. THANK YOU, Brother for your 
burden and vision to help our churches! 
THANK YOU to those who support his 
work. You are a blessing to us in the 
desert of northwestern Kenya. 

Thank you to Ernie and Cissy Hopper 
for partnering with ICP to translate and 
distribute these wonderful teaching tools. 

Sixty teachers came to our Bible 
Institute facility to learn how 
to use the materials. They are 
faced with a unique challenge 

as most of our membership are 
illiterate. The pictures in these packets 
are invaluable. The simplicity in design 

are easy for our folks to master. 

I am hopeful that with the training and 
materials given, our teachers will make 
an even greater impact for the Kingdom 
of God.” 

These books were translated by Moses 
Wanjala in Nairobi, under the leadership 
of Ernie Hopper. They were printed on the 
ICP press in Romania by Liviu Clinciu and 
shipped back to Kenya. 

Moses has translated Character Code for 
Life which will be printed in Kenya for 
distribution to the missionaries.

PASTOR:
Arundel MBC - Crownsville, MD
Hillcrest MBC - Paris, TX
Liberty MBC - Stephens City, VA
Marshall MBC - Marshall, TX

Spanns Chapel MBC - Center, TX
Unity MBC - Texarkana, TX 

YOUTH  LEADER:
Corinth MBC - Timpson, TX
Crestview MBC - Arlington, TX

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN PUBLISHERS
Bill & Rita Johnson / John & Sharon Sanders

SERVANTS NEEDED 
Contact TBI Office for more Inofrmation

The Baptist Monitor 11



VICTOR RICE
SAN ANTONIO - SHILOH MBC

Thanks: We give thanks for the support and 
prayers from the churches of the MBA of 
Texas.  Stats: Our offering was $3,690.10 with 
$403.50 given to missions and $1,200 paid 
on rent. Our averages were 15 in MW; 12 in 
EW; and 12 on WE.  Van: We give thanks for 
the 15-passenger van from Ten Mile MBC of 
Lonsdale, Ark, and thankful for Missionary BC 
of San Antonio for giving to our van fund. We 
are picking up people with it.  

LELAND ACKER
EARLY - LIFE POINT MBC

Goal: Our goal is to become self-supporting in 
2019. We are taking proactive steps to reach 
more people by direct contact, visitation, 
and marketing the church and its message. 
We relaunched our social media and online 
ministry reaching 4,337, sent out 169 invitation 
letters, and made 7 visits to prospects.  Future 
Plans: Our plans for the next few months 
include a Community Sunrise Service on 
Easter, a Christian Country concert, and a 
VBS using ABA curriculum. Project: Our 
ladies auxiliary collected $250 for the 2019 
MBA of Texas Women’s Auxiliary Project, 
(the Berea Baptist Mission in Del Rio with Bro. 
Juan Gallegos). Stats: The mission offering 
was $2,109 with $600 given to missions. Our 
averages were: 16 in SS; 18 in MW; 14 on WE; 
and 1 first time visitor.  Our mission may not be 
growing numerically, but we are maturing. It is 
a blessing to see the group get excited about 
outreach and supporting missions.

GLENN MCCARVER
EL PASO - BORDERLAND MBC

Flu: We are looking forward to a great March! 
We are enjoying the new Bible Study course 
that we started. It is awesome to see the 
younger Christians asking in depth questions. 
We voted to begin sending support to three 
missionaries as well as sending an offering to 
the MBA of Texas.  Stats: Our averages were 
8 in EW, 7 in Bible Study, a high of 10, with 4 
repeat visitors. Please pray for us as we reach 
out to our community. We are looking forward 
to our first Easter Sunday service in April. 

FEBRUARY 1ST BALANCE:  $52,762.40
FEBRUARY 28TH BALANCE:  $46,942.02
MINUTE FUND:  $6,363.79
SINCE FEBRUARY 1ST:  1 SAVED, 2 LETTER

MBA OF TEXAS MISSION REPORTS - FEB 2018
Editor: Curtis Gilbert

DONALD TRUSSELL
KERRVILLE - HILL COUNTRY MBC

Busy: I was asked to preach the funeral of 
the dad of one of our members, who was lost. 
They gave me strict instructions to preach 
the Gospel message for they knew many who 
would be in attendance were lost. There was 
around 100 people and I challenged them to 
take stock of their lives, Ecc.3.  Moving: We 
finished five weeks of premarital counseling 
with a young couple I married on the 16th. 
After their reception, I went to a “campfire 
social.  Stats: Our offering was $974.50 with 
$100 given to missions and $300 paid on rent. 
Our averages were; 9 in SS; 9 in MW; 10 in EW; 
and 7 in Bible studies.  Sponsoring Church: 
We are currently looking for a new sending 
church. If you have any questions, call Bro. 
Tommy Estes. God bless you and thank you! 

DAVID SMITH
MANSFIELD- LIFE LINE BC

Thank God for one more Saved: Allice 
lead one of the children to Christ during her 
children’s ministry class. Always a blessing!
Muslim Ministry: We recently developed 
relationships with 2 Muslim families. One is 
from Jordan, the other from Palestine. The 
Jordanian family had us over for breakfast and 
some great conversation took place. A food 
bank ministry helped open the doors to these 
families. Pray hard!  Erma Nash Elementary 
Family Night: Lifeline helped to supply food 
for the school special night. We provided 200 
hot dogs! There were 6 volunteers from our 
church and our Muslim Lady from Jordan 
came along to participate. Great interaction! 
February was a low month: We saw a 
resurgence in attendance on the last Sunday; 
25 attended with 4 new guests.  Plans for 
outreach: We are preparing for greater 
outreach and planning for an extraordinary 
Easter service. We are praying for baptisms 
on Easter as well.  Three Church BBQ: Two 
African churches are working with us to have 
a Spring BBQ/picnic Evangelism Outreach 
in May. Pray for the success of this outreach.  
Stats: Our offering was $1,971, with $300 
given to missions and $650 paid on rent. Our 
averages were 17 in MW, 5 in small groups 
and 5 in Venus small groups. We also had 4 
first time visitors. Praise God for 1 salvation! 

STEVEN HANEY
LUBBOCK - MBSF TEXAS TECH U.

Booth: We are back to normal health and had 
3 Monday Bible Studies as well as Wednesday 
classes. We have a booth set for the first 
week in March for the free speech area, and 
a fellowship at our house this Friday that 

I’m praying the students come to.  Financial 
Challenge & Health: The biggest changes 
will be in our finances. Danielle will quit her 
job in May and we are trying to get our family 
budget to fit the $2,600 we currently have in 
support. This will allow me more time on the 
field since she will be able to take care of the 
kids.  Needed: We are still trying to reach 
out to churches to partner with us in order 
to reach our $4,500 a month support goal: 
$3,000 for my salary, $1,000 for mortgage 
and upkeep on an MBSF house, and $500 for 
miscellaneous expenses. We are so grateful 
for those currently supporting us through 
your prayers and financial support and if you 
or your church is interested in hearing more 
about the work or our needs please call me at 
903-722-1545. God bless each of you!  

JOE BOZARTH
CONROE - FELLOWSHIP MBC

2 Acres: We closed on 2 acres of land behind 
the church, which will give us room to expand. 
It can be used for youth activities.  Stats: We 
had 2 to join by letter. Our offering was $4,837, 
with $508.72 given to missions and $2,006.75 
paid on the loan. Our averages were 11 in SS; 
14 in MW; 10 in EW and 10 in WE.  Visitors: 
The month has been a good month with a lot 
of visitors. Several months ago a couple visited 
from Minnesota, and an employee from a 
Star Bucks Coffee shop, pointed them to our 
church. 

DANIEL TIJERINA
DONNA - A NEW BEGINNING BC

Sponsor Church & Anniversary: Our 
sponsoring Pastor Ray Williams and two 
church members visited A New Beginning 
Feb. 8-11, when we celebrated our 13th 
anniversary.  Visitors: We had several first 
time visitors this month.  Fellowship: We had 
a fellowship with Mt. Calvary MBC in Pharr, 
with pastor Jonathan Robles. We are planning 
to send our youth to camp this summer for the 
first time in years.  Outreach: We established 
new relationships with several young people 
and families this month. Some outreach 
material arrived showing our location service 
time and contact information.  Stats: We are 
working with 7 families and averaging 28 in 
MW; 12 in EW; and 10 on WE. Should you have 
any questions call me at 956-240-5717.  Future 
Plans: We are waiting on the Lord to provide 
us a permanent meeting place.  Thanks: All 
Honor and Glory to our Lord and King for 
His Grace and Mercy. We are grateful to all 
the churches that give faithfully to the MBA of 
Texas, TMD, and TMB. We want to thank our 
sponsoring church-Unity MBC of Longview.
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GEORGE DEVER - DEXTER MAINE
I had to leave Christmas Eve to see Dad in 
California as he has Pancreatic cancer and a 
short time to live. It was hard to leave him.  After 
return to Maine we had 20 inches of snow 
and -24 degree. I am heading to Smithville 
and Kansas City, Mo to visit churches then 
back to La Porte and Mt. Pleasant TX as well. 
Sponsored by Nevill’s Chapel, Mt. Pleasant, TX.

SHIN & MITSUE KAMODA
HACHIOJI CITY, TOKYO, JAPAN

We began this year with worship with a 
group visiting Isumi MBC and Pastor Mitch 
Kawahara. Mrs. Nakinbo visited Sunday 
worship ready to be saved so I led her to pray 
to receive Jesus as her Savior. Pray for her 
spiritual growth. Pray also for the children of 
Pastor Egi Danbaakhuu in Mongolia who have 
visited with us. Immanuel MBC in Wahiawa, 
Hi with Pastor Charles Andy Lee and wife 
Bonnie invited my wife and me to their annual 
fellowship with others from the churches in 
Hawaii. We received warm welcome and 
fellowship and enjoyed preaching and singing 
testimonies as Mitsue played the Guitar. Pray 
for the JBA Youth Bible Camp and revival 
among the youth. Sent by Calvary Baptist 
Church 410 N. Marshall, Henderson, TX 75652.

RUSTY & SUSAN TEER - SE ASIA
It was good to meet some of my former 
students now in university teacher training. 
They came to observe teachers teaching and 
chat with me. I had a good time witnessing to 
them about the need of sharing the gospel. God 
also gave me opportunity to share the gospel 
with several others. Keep us in your prayers. 
Sent by Victory BC, Madison, MS 39130.

THE HUTCHESONS - ROMANIA
God blessed and led us to rent a good meeting 
place in Burias village. So far, the people seem 
receptive and we look forward to seeing what 
God will do here. Sent by Westwood MBC, 
3210 Ave GNW, Winter Haven, FL 33880. 

JIM & SHERRY BLACK - BULGARIA
The holidays brought a variety of food and 
people into our home to share a meal. We hold 
a weekly service in the home of Mahmoud and 
Crissy and twice weekly in our home for Bible 
study and prayer. The Bulgaria Denominations 
Act was approved in December, but sections 
that would have negatively impacted our 
work as missionaries were left out. Thanks for 
praying! Sent by Living Word MBC, P.O. Box 
1723, Lewiston, Id 83501.

B.R. SINGH - NORTH INDIA
B.R. and Sis. Singh expect to return to the field 
soon and expect a good number of schools 
will give them the privilege to share the word. 
Currently funds for Bibles and travel needs 
are available. Please keep us before the throne 
that the Lord may be glorified, and His work 
not be hindered. During our last trip we 
baptized 218 believers. Thank you all for your 
love, prayers and generous support. P.O. Box 
53534, Lubbock, TX 79543.

WALT AND MAGGIE EMRY
SOUTH PACIFIC MISSIONS

A lady at Farumaury MBC had a baby boy. She 
brought him to church and asked if I would 
pray over him and the family. She wanted her 
baby to be dedicated to the Lord. I preached 
from I Samuel how Hannah prayed for a son 
and God blessed her with Samuel. The mom 
named him Samuel Walter. I now have three 
name sakes here. One Sunday afternoon the 
church asked me to go with them to visit a sick 
man. He is the man who owns the land they 
built their houses on and who donated the 
land for the church building. Its customary to 
have a program a kind of small church service 
when you visit in a home. It was an honor to 
be invited, to meet this fine Christian man 
and to preach a little of God’s Word. I continue 
visiting the Island churches and observe how 
much they want to be taught. Sent by Bethel 
MBC, P.O. Box 416 Otis Orchard, WA 99027.

THE ESTRADAS - SPAIN
God brought a new family to our Alhaurin 
De La Torre Work. They are Victoria, Naomi, 
Gisela and Naisan from Nigeria.  Pray for her 
and her husband Antonio’s salvation. We were 
blessed with visits from Missionary Jim Black 
and three people from Finland we had met in 
Sweden. Sent by First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
8, Sullivan, MO 63080.

PHIL AND EIA GAVIA
INTERNATIONAL TEACHING MISSIONARY

After 43 years church planting in Central 
America and Mexico, Phil has a teaching 
ministry for churches with power point 
Seminars on vital subjects. Sent by First Baptist 
Church of East Bay 10102 Old Big Bend toad, 
Riverview, Fl 33578, Phone: 863-207-8783. 
 

JULIO MENDOZA
MONTERREY, COLOMBIA

Jan. 20 Fusa mission had 33 in attendance, 3 
visitors, 2 professions of faith and 1 baptism. 
Monterrey Mission had 40 in attendance with 
3 visitors and 1 profession of faith. A tornado 
damaged the roof of our home. Thankfully no 
one was injured.  

GILBERTO PINZON
COLUMBIA MISSIONS

Peniel Mission baptized Alex Pinzon and his 
wife Johanna Jan. 6th to start the new year. 
We are thankful for God’s protections for our 
family in the terrorist attack on the General 
Santandeer police school. Pray for the families 
of 21 deceased policemen and 88 injured. 
$00 houses in the area were affected by the 
big explosion. SS averaged 31, MW 36, EW 
12, 1 profession of faith and 2 for baptism. The 
diesel motor of my van lost power and is not 
derivable. The mechanic says it is necessary 
to repair it and estimates $4000 to do so. 
Thanks for your love, prayers and support. 
Sent by First Baptist Church, Box 398 Port 
Salerno, FL 34992.

GLENN KNIGHT
REMOTE ISLAND MINISTRIES

We are thankful for the new Mobile Outreach 
vehicle and arrival of the new cargo boat, 
EAGLE ATVC, for the generous offerings and 
temporary helpers who built the loading dock 
and system installations which will help so in 
our ongoing outreach ministries.  Praise the 
Lord! Sent by Victory Baptist Church, 10000 
Brockington Ave. Sherwood, AR 72120.

JOEL HERNANDEZ - SPRINGDALE, ARKANSAS
Last quarter was a time of growth and 
blessings. MW averaged 58 with five 
additions. In addition, our faith Promise givers 
committed to raise $25,158.00 by the year end. 
Sponsored by El Dorado MBC, 3014 E. Main St. 
El Dorado, AR 71730.

THE BROWNS
COLORADO CHURCH PLANTING

We are meeting in our home for Sunday 
worship. Attendance has been spotty due to 
illness. MW averaged 12. My son led one of 
his friends to the Lord recently. I have talked 
to him about baptism, but still need to meet 
with his parents. Pray for this family. I met with 
the high school football coach about helping 
out with the team. After he took the time to 
check us out not a little, He asked if I would 
be interested in being a freshman coach. This 
should be a great opportunity for ministry and 
involvement in the community and the lives of 
the students. Sent by Eastside MBC, 1201 Park 
Hwy, Minden, La 71055.

MISSION ADVANCE
Editor: Roy Culley

PLEASE SEND ARTICLES AND PICTURES FOR THIS COLUMN BY THE 15TH OF THE PRIOR MONTH TO: P.O. BOX 570 HENDERSON, TX 75653-0570
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I 
n Bible times a signet was 
an emblem unique to an 
individual that designated 

that person’ authority in a matter. 
In Daniel 6:17 a stone was place 
over the entrance to the lion’s den 
and it was sealed with the signets 
of the king and his lords. This gave 
the authority that the decision 
was unchangeable. These 
signets were most commonly 
rings. If a scroll was to be sent it 
would be rolled up and tied and 
a lump of clay or wax was placed 
over the knot and the signet 
of the sender was impressed 

on it while it was still wet. If the 
courier delivered the scroll with 
a broken or missing seal, the 
messenger may be put to death. 
Jezebel wrote letters with King 
Ahab’s authority by stamping the 
seal with her husband’s signet 
ring. I Kings 21:8. The pictured 
signet is an exquisite stone 
signet designed to be worn by a 
lanyard around the owner’s neck. 
Although the owner is unknown, 
it is an excellent example of how 
intricate the signet may be and 
provide a picture as obvious as is 
an individual signature. 

FIRST BAPTIST ACTIVITIES IN TEXAS

F 
irst Sermon. Available records 
indicate that the first Baptist sermon 
preached in Texas was by Joseph Bays 

in 1820, before Mexico’s independence 
from Spain. Bays had joined a company of 
Missourians who were traveling to Texas 
to join Moses Austin in his colonizing effort 
in Texas. The company had reached Camp 
Sabine in Louisiana on June 30, 1820. The 

camp was directly across the Sabine River 
from Texas at Grand Bluff Ferry. The ferry 
was near where present US 59 crosses the 
Sabine River. There the company camped 
and waited several months for word from 
Austin.

EDITOR’S NOTE:
The previous was an excerpt from Dr. 
O. H. Griffith’s book entitled, “Missionary 
Baptists in Texas 1820-1998.”, Ed

Over the next few months a short portion 
of the book will be printed in this article. 
A copy of Dr. Griffith’s book is available by 
sending $3.50 to:

H & A Committee
P. O. Box 570,

Henderson, TX. 75653-0570

To view this artifact and many others,
contact the school office for an appointment.

Signet Ring

CHURCH HISTORY
by Don Britton

While the Missourians waited in Camp 
Sabine, Bays preached to them. When 
news of his preaching reached the 
Texas side of the river, some of the Texas 
inhabitants crossed the river to hear him. 
They invited him to come over into Texas 
and preach. Bays accepted the invitation 
and preached in Texas on a regular 
schedule until Roman Catholic authorities 
learned about it and immediately ordered 
him to cease.

But ordering a Baptist preacher not 
to preach is about effective as telling a 
rooster not to crow. In 1823, Bays was 
preaching at San Felipe, headquarters of 
Austin’s colony. The Mexican government 
was more tolerant of Baptist preachers 
than Spain had been. Bays was arrested 
by Mexican authorities. While being 
transported under heavy guard to San 
Antonio for trial, and in all probability 
imprisonment, he somehow managed to 
escape, and eventually made his was back 
to Texas by way of New Orleans and Camp 
Sabine. He continued to preach, even in 
the face of opposition.

In 1825, Elder Joseph Bays preached at 
the house of Moses Shipman, west of the 
Brazos River. He afterwards moved into 
Eastern Texas, and labored in the vicinity 
of San Augustine, where he me with violent 
opposition on the part of the authorities, 

FACTS ABOUT THE FACTS
by John Melancon
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and was for some time greatly hindered in 
his work.1

Freeman Smalley, also a Baptist 
preacher, came to Texas in 1824. He 
probably preached the first Baptist sermon 
ever preached in North Texas at Pecan 
Point on the Red River.

1Morrell, Z. N., “Flowers and Fruits,” Page 72



M 
y Michael was the youngest of my kids. We had so much 
fun when he was little. We’d get the older ones off to school, 
then he and I would get our towels and safety pins...and in 

a flash...we would have on our capes and he was Superman and I 
was Wonder Woman. 

He was 13 when we 
moved from Longview to 
Mt. Enterprise...from a class 
of about 300 to one of 25...
already 6 foot tall and 200 
pounds, he was quite an 
athlete. From 9th grade 
on he made all district in 
football, basketball and 
baseball. So, I was a little 
surprised when, his senior 
year, he decided to take a 
“Homemaking class” as an 
elective. There would be 
one semester of cooking 
and one semester of 
sewing. During the cooking 
semester, I opened my 
refrigerator one night and 

found a dishpan full of something white with a sticky note on top 
that read...“enough icing for a wedding cake if anybody needs it.”

I have always made our clothes. I will get the “high dollar” 
catalogs and see what “the look” is, cut out the pictures and do my 
best to copy “the look”.  I made the kids’ clothes and even the boys’ 
jeans when they were growing up. He had been around machines, 
fabric, patterns, etc. all his life.

So, when he came home and told me they were going to do a 
“sewing project” ...well, I was all over that...suggesting all kinds of 
ideas. He could make him a t-shirt or a sweatshirt, maybe even 
sweat pants or shorts maybe.

“Nope!” he told me emphatically. I can still see him...old jeans, 
dirty sweatshirt..those big ol’ size 12 tennis shoes and that baseball 
cap cocked over to one side on his head...and that twinkle in his 
eyes and grin on his face like “do I have a surprise for you!”

“I already know what I’m gonna make.”

“Ok Honey...so what ARE you going to make?”

“I’m gonna make you a jumpsuit!”

“OH!” I swallowed hard (think fast!) “Sweetie, you don’t need to 
do that...really!! You should REALLY make something for yourself.. 
really.. you really should!”

“Nope” he said. “I’ve made up my mind.”

“Ok then” ... I thought, what can we do with this. “I’ve got patterns 
and fabric! I can help you!”

“Nope. Gonna do it all myself. The school bus is takin’ us to 
Hancock Fabric and we’re pickin’ out our own material and 
pattern.”

“Do you know what size pattern to get?” I asked.

“Yep” he answered... “little.”

So that was it.

If you come by my sewing room today, you will see my “jumpsuit” 
hanging on the wall inside the door. It is made of that off-white/blue 
stripe fabric that my grandmother used to make feather pillows 
out of. It has bows on both shoulders and around the knees. The 
buttons are large silver military buttons and there are a couple 
of extra buttonholes here and there. I can honestly say it is “one-
of-a-kind.” I’ve never seen anything even remotely like it in any 
of my “high dollar” magazines. I can also tell you this...there is no 
garment of any price or any amount of money that I would trade 
my jumpsuit for. To me it is priceless! Priceless not because of the 
style or the fabric, but because of who made it.

You know it is the same with us. I think we forget sometimes and 
think we are pretty special, pretty important. We did a good job, or 
we were bragged on for our talent or 
maybe we just look pretty dog-
gone good! Yep, we are pretty 
special alright...our important 
little self!

Everything we have, 
every gift, every ability 
came from God Himself. The 
only reason any of us are 
special or worth anything 
is because of the One who 
made us... our Creator, our 
God who made us in His 
image. We sure need to 
remember that. Because, 
without Him, well.... 
without Him we’re 
nothing but an “ol’ 
jumpsuit” hanging 
on the wall... yep, 
that’s all.

 

   

Enough icing for 
a wedding cake if 
anybody needs it.

The Baptist Monitor 15



Monitor layout by:

P. O. Box 570
Henderson, TX  75653-0570

Periodical Postage
PAID

at 75633

MONITOR
THE BAPTIST

Commencement
June 1st @ 10am

Calvary BC
Henderson, TX


