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Due to funding and staffing issues, major changes are
being made to the publication schedule of THE BAPTIST
MONITOR. Starting with this issue, we will publish 6
issues per year. The issues will arrive in the last week
of January, March, May, July, September and November.
All articles and other submissions for consideration for
publication must be received by January 10, March 10,
July 10, September 10 and November 10. All submissions
are subject to editorial approval and should be sent in
electronic format to: monitor@tbi.edu
EDITORIAL STAFF:
Editor: Ray O. Brooks
Associate Editors: Steve Butler & Robert Wallace
Layout Editor: ABAmedia
SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO:
The Baptist Monitor
P.O. Box 570, Henderson, TX 75653-0570
monitor@tbi.edu | 903-657-6543
THE BAPTIST MONITOR accepts no responsibility either
financially or otherwise for unsolicited manuscripts. The
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not
necessarily represent the views of The Baptist Monitor
or Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary.
The Baptist Monitor is sent on request.
Donations are essential & thankfully accepted.

RAY O. BROOKS
President

BROOKS NO BEGGER

A few months back a “ghost writer” wrote,
“Brother Brooks, you are a very smart man.
Do you not realize? For many years, you have
continued to BEG for money from churches to
support your paper. If people really enjoyed
the paper, then offerings would freely be arriving in your mail box.”
My brother, I do not claim to be smart. In fact, I know that I
am not world-smart. If I were, I would not be in the ministry and I
certainly would not be serving the Lord and His people as editor of
The Baptist Monitor. What I do know is that I am “sold out” to my
Lord and His calling and my energies are spent in serving Him by
serving His people. From its very beginning, the Monitor has been
designed, produced and delivered as a service to our churches
and God’s dear people who are really interested in the work and
fellowship of God.
This ninety five year old, God-called preacher enjoys all the work
God has given me to do; pastoring Long Branch MBC for sixty-five
years, serving as president of TBI, teaching classes, and yes, I enjoy
my work as editor of The Baptist Monitor.
I somewhat enjoy discussing the pros and cons of any area of my
work with anyone who might approve or disapprove or question
any of my work. I do not enjoy receiving unsigned letters nor do I
enjoy second hand criticism passed to me by a third party. Such
action is contrary to the teachings of our Master. Brethren, I do
consider and study all criticism received and make any needed
adjustments.
When Monitor funds get low, I report the needs to the people.
Some readers respond with an offering; some do not. We will keep
it in circulation as long as the funds keep coming in. Funds are low
again.
A few churches continue to send monthly offerings; ALL
SHOULD. Recently, Pastor Albert Munsinger of Grapeland MBC
brought a $2,000.00 offering for the Monitor with the promise of
$100.00 each month. A complete list of Monitor offerings will be in
the next issue; WILL YOURS BE IN THE LIST? Brethren, if you want
the Monitor, please help keep it alive.
Not begging; just reporting,
Editor Ray O. Brooks

NEITHER WAS KIRKLAND A BEGGER

The sub-heading “Fifteen Hundred Subscriptions Now Due”
appeared in the January 5, 1956 edition of The Baptist Monitor.
Editor/President A.J. Kirkland wrote, “Put yourself in our place,
Brethren. If you were running the paper and that many subs came
due, what would you do? Would you just cut them off? Many of
them would be your friends, and you would know that they were
interested in the work and they mean to pay up --- yet they put it off
and forget. We want to be just as lenient as possible, but we must
have the help of our subscribers to carry on. Please attend to this
matter at once.”
Reprint - A.J. Kirkland

1300 Longview Dr,
Henderson, TX 75652

tbi.edu
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Academic Dean/CEO
es, we are “neck-deep” in our Second Term with
a good enrollment! Faculty is working faithfully and
students are studying hard. We still receive inquiries
regularly from potential students. Some are interested in
starting Spring Term of this current year and others the
Fall term in the 2019 - 2020 school year.
In the Fall term 2019 - 2020, the third year of study for our Master of
Divinity Degree will be launched. This is a three-year degree with years
one and two already planned and completed. Students who have completed
years one and two are ready to begin their third year. Classes for the Master
of Divinity Degree will require students to come to intensives for two - three
days to complete a course. Work will be required prior to the intensive and
follow-up work done after meeting. This allows those actively involved with
churches to complete much work at home and come in for the intensive time.
Weekly trips to campus will not be necessary. If someone is interested, please
contact me at TBI.
In 2020 - 2021, we will launch our Doctor of Ministry Degree. This Degree
will also be done in an intensive or seminar fashion.
February 5th & 6th @ 11 am Editor in Chief Kyle Elkins will speak on
behalf of the Children’s Curriculum SPLASH AND SPLAT (Tuesday) and BIBLE
CHALLENGE (Wednesday). If anyone is interested, we invite you to attend. On
Tuesday evening, February 5th, at 6:30 pm, Bro. Elkins will be in the Kirkland
Auditorium to answer questions concerning the three programs. Please
attend if you have questions or want more information.
March 5 - 8 @ 11 am each day Bro. Joe Morell will speak on Mission
Readiness. He will use some information from Missionary Training Ministry
and personal experience. He will also be in the Kirkland Auditorium Tuesday
and Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm for question and answer sessions. Please
attend if interested.

VP of Advancement

oticed anything new yet?
For those long-time Monitor
readers, I am sure you have noticed
some major changes to the format of
this issue. We are trying some new
things! I am sure there will be some tweaks and changes
that will be made going forward, but we are excited
about the possibilities. If you have any suggestions or
comments, please feel free to send them our way. Special
thanks to ABAmedia for taking up the cause of doing
our layout and design. We are looking forward to a great
partnership moving forward.
The Business Office is still in a state of flux with the
rearranging of duties and new personnel in place. If you
are a supporter and have noticed some different things
in regards to your receipts or anything of that nature,
be patient, please. We are working hard to keep things
rolling. Trust me when I say that things are being done
properly, but maybe not as timely as normal. We will get
there. Again, if you have any questions or comments, let
me know.
Finally, as I usually mention in this issue, while everyone
is in the mindset of things for a new year, we are in the
middle of our fiscal year at this point. Our finances are
not great, but not terrible either. I know that sounds very
basic, but that is the best summary I can give. As always,
we can use additional funding and would love to tell you
how you can play a part in helping us accomplish the
mission God has given us to do. Thank you for what you
are already doing!

These events will also be live-streamed on the TBI Facebook page:
facebook.com/tbihenderson

The Texas Baptist Institute & Seminary equips saints to do the work of ministry through a Biblically-

higher education in harmony with Bible doctrines of the American Baptist Association to
MISSION: based
advance the Kingdom of God through the local church ministry of fulfilling the Great Commission.

CHILDREN’S CURRICULUM SEMINAR
FEBRUARY 5TH & 6TH @ 11AM
Q&A TUESDAY @ 6:30PM
KYLE ELKINS - EDITOR IN CHIEF
KIRKLAND AUDITORIUM @ TBI

SPLAT stands for Share, Pray, Learn, Apply and
Tell. Our goal is for children to share life with each
other, spend time talking with God through prayer,
actively learn the transformational truths found
in God’s Word and know what it means to them
and be able to tell everyone about what they have
learned. Each week as students go through all five
areas, they will grow closer to Jesus by practicing and
learning more about their faith. Our SPLAT Teacher Leaflets, Student
Leaflets, Tell Cards and Visuals help to accomplish these things and so
many more for children age 2 through the 6th Grade. Have a SPLATtastic time in your Sunday School classroom with SPLAT.
An extension of our SPLAT Pre/K & Kindergarten
Material, Bogard Press’ SPLASH Children’s Chapel
helps students sing God’s praises, pray for
God’s presence and guidance, learn more
about God by actively studying His Word and
hiding it in their hearts,
and continuing to learn more about God at
home. Children grow in these areas each
week as they go through Sing, Pray,
Learn, Activity, Scripture and Home
time. Teachers are equipped
to help children grow with
our SPLASH Teacher Leaflets,
Reproducible Book, Home Cards
and Visuals. Children will have a
SPLASH in your
c h i l d re n ’s
chapel.
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Bible Challenge is a Biblebased program that teaches
God’s Word to students from 3
years old to 12th grade. Each year
of Bible Challenge is designed to
teach students the importance
of studying and learning the
Bible and hiding it in their heart.
Whether they are memorizing
a verse or answering a Bible
question, Bible Challenge teaches
students the importance of each
verse they have learned and how
to apply it to their life.
Bible Challenge teaches each
student the books of the Bible,
Bible words, Bible verses, Bible
passages, Bible questions and
doctrinal truths depending on
grade level. At the end of each
year, three, four and five yearold students are encouraged to
showcase what they have learned
by participating in an awards
ceremony. 1st through 12th grade
students are encouraged to
compete in church, regional, and
state challenges.
We believe through Bible
Challenge that each student will
obtain a foundation to build upon
as they continue to grow and
study God’s Word as an adult.
For more information on each of
these programs, visit:
bc.bogardpress.org
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RD TERM CLASSES
BEGIN MARCH 5, 2019

Registration is February 12th - 22nd.

This is also the registration for Bible Certificate Classes.
OLD TESTAMENT CLASSES:
Exodus - Deuteronomy
Joshua - Saul
Zechariah
Hezekiah - Nehemiah

NEW TESTAMENT CLASSES:
Acts/Biblical Church Planting
Roman
Galatians
Pastoral Epistles
Hebrews
James

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS:
English
Bible English
Bible Diagramming
Elementary Greek
Intermediate Greek
Advanced Greek
Elementary Hebrew
Intermediate Hebrew
New Testament Interpretation
Systematic Theology
Defense of the Faith
Canonics
History of the English Bible
Apologetics

PASTORAL CLASSES:
Educational Administration
Church History
Pastoral Leadership
Educational Leadership
Pastoral Care
Ministry to Parents
Teaching Methods - Teens
Youth Counseling
Church/Christian Education Admin
Pastoral Counseling
Christian Doctrine
Conflict Management

PREACHING CLASSES:
Evangelistic Preaching
Pastoral Preaching
Intermediate Homiletics
History of Preaching

MUSIC CLASSES:
Elementary Harmony
Intermediate Harmony
Applied Music
Practical Worship

tbi.edu/apply-now

SPRING BIBLE
CONFERENCE

MISSION READINESS
JOE MORELL
MTM ADMINISTRATOR
MARCH 5 - 8 @ 11AM
Q&A TUE AND THUR
EVENING @ 6:30PM
KIRKLAND AUDITORIUM @
TEXAS BAPITST INSTITUTE
LUNCH SERVED ON TUESDAY

Missionary
Training Ministry
is a ministry that
provides education
and
practical
training in biblical
church
planting
principles, methods,
and strategies. The
courses further develop leadership
and cross-cultural communication
skills. MTM utilizes the best available
resources with proven teachers and
leaders in their respective fields.
MTM functions as a ministry of
practical training, not theological
education. MTM exists to complement
and cooperate with established
seminaries, institutes and ministries,
not to compete with them.
MTM is a ministry of Flatwoods
Missionary Baptist Church and
Missionary Joe Morell of Mountain
View, Arkansas.

The Baptist Monitor
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DEAN GRIGSBY
Business Manager

T

he Rosetta stone was discovered in
1799. It contained the same text written
in three different languages: Ancient Greek,
Demotic Egyptian, and Egyptian
hieroglyphics.
At that
time, Egyptian hieroglyphics had never
been decoded, but with the same text
written in known languages, experts
were able to work from the known
to solve what had formerly been a
mystery.
Throughout history, as men
looked at the heavens and the earth,
it was obvious that it was designed
by a Creator greater than man. But
no man could see God. The nature
of God was still a mystery. God, in
His great love for us, chose to reveal Himself to us through His Son.
No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is

KYLE ELKINS
Editor in Chief

F

arm Fresh Faith VBS 2019
Publisher’s Seminar is coming
February 23. The seminar will be held
in the facilities of Northern Hills Baptist
Church, 6000 Sammy Lane, Texarkana,
Arkansas. The seminar begins with the Welcome at 8:15 a.m.
and the final session will conclude at 1:00 p.m. This is going to be
an exciting seminar with many decorating ideas displayed. The
music workshop and director’s workshop will provide helpful tips
in preparing for your church’s Vacation Bible School. Go to vbs.
bogardpress.org for a complete seminar schedule.
If you are unable to attend the publisher’s seminar in Texarkana,
there will be a seminar held at Olive Branch Baptist Church in
Pine Bluff, Arkansas, on March 2 and Calvary Baptist Church in
Minden, Louisiana, on March 9.
The spring quarter studies for Sunday School for the Adult
Quarterly and Lesson Commentary takes us back to the Old
Testament in the Through-the-Bible series. Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther,
Habakkuk, Haggai and Malachi are the books that will be studied.
The quarterly aim is that the student will grow in assurance that
God will keep His promises. These promises
become evident in the way God restored
and preserved His people, Israel, through
turbulent times. Lesson 1 takes us to the
book of Ezra after the Jews returned
from Persian captivity and the
beginning of the work laying the

in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. John 1:18 When
God became flesh and dwelt among us, Jesus presented Himself to
us in a way in which we could understand His nature more. Christ
is the Light that demonstrates the love of God for mankind.
Jesus is unique in that He was the only begotten of the Father. He
is in the bosom of Father, which was a Hebrew expression of the
deepest possible intimacy in human life. Jesus is so intimate with
God that if you receive Jesus, you receive God: “he that receiveth
me receiveth him that sent me.” John 1:18 If you deny Jesus, you
deny God: “Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the
Father: he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.” I John
2:23
God has come to you, and He never has to be a stranger to you
again, as John declared: “But as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name.” John 1:12
Let us rise up and open our mouths boldly to make the mystery
of the gospel known!

foundation of the Temple. Lesson 2 takes us to the book of Haggai.
The prophet challenged the people to consider their ways and
make rebuilding the Temple their priority. Lessons 3 through 8
cover the remainder of the book of Ezra and the book of Nehemiah.
Lessons 9 through 11 allow the student to see the providential
work of God in the life of His people, especially Esther and
Mordecai. What a wonderful blessing to know that even when
we cannot see God at work, we
FARM FRESH FAITH
know with confidence that He is.
Lessons 12 and 13 conclude the
VBS SEMINAR
spring quarter study in the book
FEB 23RD @ 8:15 am
of Malachi. Malachi’s message NORTHERN HILLS BAPTIST
reminds us of the importance of
6000 SAMMY LANE,
consistent, faithful service to God
TEXARKANA, AR
and not allow anything to rob us
of that wonderful privilege. Habakkuk will be covered in the daily
Scripture readings and the Daily Devotional Quarterly.
For churches seeking additional studies for Sunday nights,
Wednesday nights or group studies, the adult material in the
Baptist Training Course curriculum examines the Beatitudes from
the gospel of Matthew. This rewarding study focuses on Christian
character. The concluding lesson reminds us that even though we
may read the Bible, if we do not do what it says, we are not wise.
Matthew 7:24 states, “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings
of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man.”
Contact Bogard Press for additional Bible
studies and other Christian education items to
enhance your classroom experience.

VBS.BOGARDPRESS.ORG | FACEBOOK @ VBS BOGARD PRESS
800.264.2482 | 903.792.2783
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MONTHLY MISSION REPORT - DECEMBER 2018

I

wish to begin this report with a few prayer requests. First,
please be in prayer for Bro. Jose Pulido and his family. Bro.
Pulido is a Foreign Missionary on salary working in Woodbridge,
CA, with the Hispanic Mission, sent out by First Missionary Baptist
Church in Woodbridge, CA. His wife passed away suddenly last
month with breathing issues. Continue to lift up Bro. Pulido and
his daughter Dolores in your prayers. Also, please remember
the family of Bro. Steve Maxie in Greenwood, Indiana. Bro. Steve
was an Interstate Missionary for a number of years in Indiana.
He passed away the first of December with kidney failure. Please
remember his wife, Sister Laura, and children. I know this family
could really use some financial assistance with funeral costs
and medical needs. If you would like to contribute to this family,
please contact the missions office and we can supply the personal
contact information for the family.
Just continue to remember to pray for the next Secretary/
Treasurer of Missions that will be elected in June, 2019. Pray that
God’s man will have a humble heart and a passion for missions.
For December, the missionaries reported 1,072 profession of
faiths and 45 baptisms. What a tremendous year for souls saved
and lives changed with the Gospel of Christ.
We praise the Lord for a great response to the Thanksgiving
Mission Offering. As of December 31st, the Special Offering has
totaled over $306,000.00. This is an increase of $56,000.00 over
our goal. (AINT GOD GOOD?)
You will also notice an increase under the General Office
Expense this month on the report. This is due to the cost of the
new ABA Website. If you haven’t visited this site, please take the
time to familiarize yourself with it. Things are still being added
periodically, but for the most part it is up and running to serve
our churches.
Let us pray for great things from a great God in 2019.
Respectfully,

Bryan Sellers

BRYAN SELLERS

Secretary-Treasurer
of Missions
To view previous reports,
visit our website at
www.abamissions.org
BEGINNING BALANCE		$1,557,611.87
RECEIPTS:
Interstate Salaries
$74,411.53
Foreign & National Salaries $68,786.45
Designated
$32,002.28
Undesignated
$18,067.32
TOTAL RECEIPTS		 $193,267.58
BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE		$1,750,879.45
DISBURSEMENTS
Interstate Salaries
$57,232.80
Foreign Salaries
$22,690.60
National Salaries
$27,479.20
Designated
$32,002.28
Salaries & Expenses of Sec-Treas. Office
Office Salaries
$11,984.23
General Office
$11,877.58
		 BSSC Printing, N&V
$3,496.49
		 Sec/Treas. Travel
$386.47
		 Automobile Expense
$796.46
		 Postage Expense
$500.00
		 SubTotal
$29,041.23
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS		 $168,446.11
BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD		$1,582,433.34
SURPLUS FOR DECEMBER		

$24,821.47

P.O. Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050 | Phone: 903.792.2312 | Fax: 903.794.1290 | Email: missions@abamissions.org
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INSIGHTS FOR LEADERSHIP
AND CHURCH GROWTH
BY NATHAN ROGERS & BILL KUYKENDALL

W

here is your church going? What does God want to do
through your church and your leadership? Scripture shows
us that God truly delights in providing the way and delivering the
strategy for His people to accomplish His vision. Think about how
God laid out an amazing vision and miraculous plan to take down
the walls of Jericho. Or how God used Gideon and his tiny army to
achieve an astonishing victory. This type of success happens when
God’s leader embraces the vision God provides and carries out
God’s plan. But…
The relentless return of Sunday… If you have been pastoring any
time at all you know what I am talking about. I have a friend in
ministry that often says, “Sunday doesn’t care what kind of week
you have had.” Sunday’s-a-coming busyness has a way of taking
over our weekly lives. It tends to take priority over all else making
things like long-term vision casting and planning scoot to the side.
It’s a deceptive hamster-wheel that can keep us from realizing what
God wants to do in and through our churches and communities.

You cannot depend
on your eyes when
Mark Twain your imagination is
out of focus.

It takes a courageous vision of what the future could be like to
grow a church. And it begins by creating margin where we can
seek God’s will and develop a God-given vision for the future of our
local churches. Mark Twain said, “you cannot depend on your eyes
when your imagination is out of focus.”
So what dream is God planting in your heart? What does God
want to do through you and your church in the next 1, 5, 10 years?
Have you made time to develop a God-given vision for the future?
Maybe The Lord is calling your church to embrace a vision of
saturating the surrounding community with the Gospel message.
It could be that God is calling you to rescue a struggling church
through a purposed revitalization vision. Or maybe God needs you
to cast a vision of disciple-making and spiritual formation through
clear theological teaching. Possibly God is calling you to expand
His kingdom through developing and launching new leaders out
into the world.
Whatever the vision, make time to hear from God and receive
a mind’s-eye picture of what He wants to do and where He wants
you to go. Cast a vision for what God can do in your church then
communicate it to your people. Last but not least, look into the word
and allow it to give you wisdom and direction. “If the iron be blunt,
and he do not whet the edge, then must he put to more strength: but
wisdom is profitable to direct.” Ecclesiastes 10:10
Nathan Rogers
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od accomplishes His kingdom work through people. In
the Old Testament and New Testament, we see God working
through leadership. We all know good leadership is important.
John Maxwell says, “Everything Rises and Falls on Leadership.”
When it comes to church growth, leadership is crucial. The pastor
is the key person when it comes to church growth because he is
God’s leader over God’s flock.
Pastors are men who walk and talk with God daily and should
be growing and maturing as they lead God’s people. However,
these men are human and subject to discouragement, being
disappointed by people, and becoming physically drained. Elijah,
God’s prophet, wanted to die. He asked God to take his life because
he believed he was a failure. After facing the false prophets of Baal
and hearing Jezebel’s death threat to kill him, Elijah fled for his
life into the wilderness and requested to die. He was one of God’s
great leaders. In the New Testament, Paul served with people who
disappointed him. In II Tim. 4:10, he states, “Demas has forsaken
me“ and in 4:14, “Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm.”
Paul, the church leader, faced personal health difficulties, suffered
persecution from the enemies of Christ, and met disappointment
from believers and fellow workers. He learned his strength came
from the Lord and knew his home was not of this world. “Therefore,
we do not lose heart (we are not discouraged). Even though our
outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed
day by day.” II Corinthians 4:16. Paul had people who encouraged
him, like Barnabas. Acts 4:36-37 says, “And Joses, who was also
named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated Son of
Encouragement).”
Years ago, I met a man who was a faithful member in a local
Baptist Church. He served as a Bible teacher, choir member,
deacon, and was involved in various church ministries and
committees. He said something that has stuck with me through
the years. He said, “I believe God has given me the ministry to
be my pastor’s encourager and I have served in this ministry
at every church where I have been a member.” I asked him to
explain this ministry. “It’s simple,” he said. “I listen and look for
ways to encourage my pastor. If I can be his encourager, God will
be able to use him in greater ways as our spiritual leader.” I asked
for examples of his encouragement. He said, “I take him to lunch
and we just talk about things, not about church. We talk about his
family, books he’s reading, summer plans, etc. My wife and I would
ask our pastor and wife to come to our house after church for
coffee and good conversation. On his and his wife’s birthdays and
anniversary, we sent cards and small gifts. Several times, I have
involved deacons or Bible classes to help remember these special
days in their lives. I always encourage him to take time for himself
and his family. The times I asked to meet with him for prayer were
wonderful moments.” May we all follow this example and be an
encouragement to our pastors.
Bill Kuykendall

A

s John Scott said, “The authority by which the Christian leader leads is not power
but love, not force but example, not coercion but reasoned persuasion. Leaders have
power, but power is safe only in the hands of those who humble themselves to serve.”
If you have such a Pastor who is willing to lead out of love and adoration for God first and
his congregation second, then you must be an encouragement to him. The objective of
this article is to bring awareness to church members on how they can be more heartening
to their pastor. The man who continually instructs them based on the truth from the Word
of God and who keeps an open office for many who seek spiritual guidance, just because
he loves God and seeing people become a part of God’s family.

This article was not written by pastors, but
by the students in the Church Growth class
instructed by Pastor Bill Kuykendall. We hope
that after you have read this, that you begin
to identify ways you can edify your pastor
and be an encouragement to him. Pastors are
not super heroes, but they sure do their best
to be one for the Lord and for you, and that is
something everyone should be thankful for.

20 WAYS TO EDIFY YOUR PASTOR AS HE CONTINUES TO GUIDE YOU:
1. Give an extra week of vacation for
ministers who have family that live far
away.
2. Provide pastor with one week of vacation
and 500 dollars for travel expenses.
3. Purchase special gifts for wives and
children. The preacher’s family is one of
the greatest support and influence.
4. Be willing to help with family emergencies
that may involve the pastor’s family.
5. Provide a once a year clothing offering
for new suits or apparel for his immediate
family.
6. Every once in a while, it is great to fill the
freezer up with some meat and different
poultry products for him.
7. Retirement funds are not off limits for
pastors. Invest in a retirement fund for your
pastor. It will definitely be serviceable in
the near future.
8. It takes a lot to keep the parsonage in
great condition, especially for preachers
with younger kids and preachers who
are bi-vocational. Therefore, it will be
substantial to help your pastor keep the
parsonage in the best condition possible.
9. The price of Healthcare, Dental and
Optical are very high. If there is someone at
your church who practices in any of these
fields, it would be beneficial to help your
pastor with a service every once in a while.
If there is not anyone, then collectively
you can still help to pay for these services
annually or however is convenient.

10. Have a pulpit expense to allow the
pastor to invite a guest preacher to speak
on a Sunday morning. The pastor would
be present but not have the responsibility
to preach. This would allow him to
worship while not considering how the
service is being conducted. This gives the
congregation a chance to hear a different
speaker.
11. Pastors need time off just as much as
church members do, maybe even more.
Giving your pastor a paid weekend is
advantageous to his performance in the
ministry.
12. Pastor appreciation month is October.
Do your best to ensure that you do the best
you can to let your pastor know how much
you appreciate him for always going the
extra mile.
13. Vehicle tires are expensive and pastors
do travel a lot, and on some interesting roads
to get to your house to see you. Creating a
fund that can help with providing new
tires for the pastor, or having someone who
owns a tire shop help with tires will be a
great blessing to your pastor.
14. I know a lot of older preachers may not
be as technologically inclined as others,
but I am sure they can learn. Providing a
computer for your pastor would surely
allow him to possibly keep track of things
within the ministry a whole lot better and
maybe even reach more people with social
networking.

15. A lot of pastors love to read and learn
new things. As a church, investing in a
book expense for your preacher that he
continues to broaden his knowledge in
ministry will help him to find new ways to
better serve you and new things to instruct
you.
16. Preachers have a “Love life” and that
is something church members should
always remember. Besides God who is
the ultimate reason, their wife is one of the
biggest reasons he is who he continues to
be. Providing them with a date night and
someone to baby sit kids will give them
time to bond more and get to have quality
time to regroup and be ready to serve you.
17. Assisting with continuing education is
a great way to invest in your pastor. The
better equipped he is, the more efficient he
is to you.
18. While the pastor is away preaching a
revival, attending an association messenger
meeting, or on vacation, consider mowing
his yard while he is away.
19. If your pastor’s family or wife’s family
lives in another state. Give them an
additional week off with pay to make a trip
home for the holidays. This would be in
addition of his regular weeks of vacation.
20. Have twelve families to write one
letter a month expressing thanks and
appreciation to the pastor and his family.
A gift card at a restaurant in each letter
would be appreciated.

The Baptist Monitor
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A THANKFUL LOOK
AT A GREAT MAN
In Memory of:
Pastor Ken Ashlock

SERVANTS NEEDED
Pastor: Arundel MBC - Crownsville, MD
Pastor Robert Myers - 410.923.6677 - mackandcarol@yahoo.com
Pastor: Hillcrest MBC - Paris, TX
Steven Reeves - 903.785.2591
Pastor: Ora MBC - Huntington, TX - Medina Sharp
936.639.2004 - 936.208.3226 - medina_sharp@yahoo.com
Pastor: Liberty MBC - Stephens City, VA
540.869.6595 - searchcommittee@l-b-c.org
Pastor: Marshall MBC
Kirby Evans - 903.938.7846
Pastor: Pleasant Hill MBC - Shelbyville, TX
Lynn Raymond - 936.590.1078
Pastor: Spanns Chapel MBC - Center, TX
Bill Noble - 936.240.3609

I

t has been said, “There is a friend
that stickest closer than a brother.”
I was not blessed with a brother; but I
have been blessed with many mighty
close friends; and one of the best was
Ken Ashlock.
During the process of electing the
President of the ABA both Ken Ashlock
and myself, Ray Brooks, were nominated.
Brother Ken stood up and said, “My
Arkansas brethren, I am much younger
than Brother Brooks. Please vote for him,
I can have my time later.” I was elected
and two years later, Bro. Ken was elected.
Just a few months before his “home
going”, I received a personal letter from
my friend, Brother Ken wrote, “I thank
God for TBI and rejoice in God’s blessings
on the school. I pray God’s blessings
upon this great work. However, I mainly
wanted to say Thank You for being a
blessing to my life. You and your family
have always been a special blessing.
You may not remember; but when we
conducted Brother Barr’s funeral, I stated
‘Every young preacher needs a Brother
Barr in their life.’ I also say, every young
preacher (and some not so young) need
a Brother Ray O. Brooks in their lives.
Thanks for being a part of mine. Love
and Prayers, Bro. Ken Ashlock.”
This is the Ken Ashlock that this 96
year old preacher knew, respected and
loved. Now I look forward to meeting up
there, which will not be long any way I
look at it.
~ Ray O. Brooks
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Pastor: Unity MBC - Texarkana, TX
secretary@unitybaptist.net

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN PUBLISHERS
Bill & Rita Johnson / John & Sharon Sanders

W

W

When this balance has been paid,
final plans for the building will be made.
Jeremiah will find laborers to build the
brick and pour the concrete. We hope to
keep the cost of building under

“We use the Character Code for Life
curriculum for our weekly chapel services
in our Christian school. The lesson
plans are easy to follow, and the student
worksheets are a great reinforcement to the
character traits that are taught. Each lesson
is biblically based, and they challenge
the students to live a life that is pleasing
to the Lord.” This is what Front Range
Baptist Academy, Ft. Collins, Colorado,
Principal, Tim Boggs, said about why they
love using CCfL. This is the second year
the one hundred plus students have used
Character Code for Life.
~ John Sanders

ith God all things are possible!
It is even possible that churches
and individuals following the leadership
of God will provide funds in 2019 to pay
the remaining balance on the building
site for the new home of ICP/His Offspring
Ministries in San Fernando, Pampanga,
Philippines. During the past thirty days
He has indeed prompted offerings of over
$13,000. We are so thankful to report that
as of January 14, 2019 the balanced owed
has been cut in half to $24,769.03. The price
of the land, which we purchased in January
2018 was just over $85,000.00.

$150,000. If you would like to be a part of
this project, please call me at 903-278-2648
or go to www.icplit.org to make an online
contribution.
~ Bill Johnson

e now have one or more modules
of the Intermediate Character
Code for Life curriculum translated from
English into Burmese, Romanian, Spanish,
Swahili and Tagalog. Several modules for
Primary and Preschool age children have
also been translated into all but Swahili.
The God’s Character and Me for Teens and
Adults will also be translated into each of
these languages. The above six languages
provide an audience of 2.45 billion people
who will be able to understand the gospel
message from our curriculum if they read
or hear what we have printed.

TEXAS MISSION DEVELOPMENT
Director of Promotions: Jim Slocumb

I

n Luke chapter 10 our Lord gave a
parable to a lawyer who had ask him
a question. The question was “ Who is
my neighbor.” The Lawyer could listen to
the parable and then know what loving
his neighbor truly meant. Jesus began his
story by saying a certain man went down
to Jericho. The man was met by thieves.
He was robbed, stripped and left on the
road as dead. A priest then came by and
seeing the man went around on the other
side of the road. A Levite then came by
and seeing the man did the same. Neither
gave any assistance to the wounded man.
A Samaritan passing by and seeing the
wounded man took him up and bandaged
and medically treated his wounds. After
which he placed him on his donkey and
carry him to an Inn for rest and healing.
The good Samaritan then ask the Inn
keeper to take care of him promising to pay
for whatever the wounded man might need
for his recovery. Jesus ended the parable
by asking the lawyer “which of the three
was a neighbor to the victim of the robbers.
The lawyer quickly admitted it was the
man that saw his need an responded to
the need and sacrificed of his own things

to meet the need. The neighbor was the
Samaritan who met the needs of the one in
need. Jesus responded “ you have rightly
answered my question. You now know
who is you neighbor, “ Go and do likewise.”

WHEN: April 1-5
WHERE: Faith NLR

The moral to this story is loving your
neighbor means that you are willing to get
involved with his need and work toward
helping supply his need. “Love your
neighbor as you love yourself.”
After reading these scriptures I
couldn’t help but think of Texas Mission
Development . This is a program of helping
in the needs of your neighbor. Our projects
have ask for financial help with their
building or land needs. It is only neighborly
to join us and help at least in a small way
to meet the needs of those asking for help.
“Love your neighbor in need.” Respond!
It is also right neighborly to help the Texas
Mission Builders program. They need help
with finances and with volunteers to help
Brother Mike Pearson do the building and
meet the needs of those who have ask for
help. It is only neighborly to help in their
needs. “Love your neighbor in need.”
Respond!

INTERSTATE MISSION DEVELOPMENT
Director of Promotions: Vernon McNully

W

e delivered a check to Journey Baptist Mission in Calera, AL, on December
16th in the amount of $19,500. This will help reduce the debt on their building.
During 2018 Benchmark Baptist Fellowship in Fredericksburg, VA, Wagonwheel MBM in
Henderson, NV, Harvest Oaks BM in Allen, TX and Journey MBM in Calera, AL received
a total of $130,600.
The next quarter’s offering will go to Promise Land MBC in Hamburg, AR for Faith BM
in Sterlington, LA. Brother Trey Emory is the missionary. Faith had their first service on
March 25th and averaged 18 in Sunday morning worship during the month of October.
For additional information or to arrange a speaking appointment you may contact me
at (501) 284-9099.

WORLD MISSIONS MINISTRY
Lynn & Brenda Raburn

W

2019 WORLD
MISSIONS SEMINAR

e were supposed to be in Austin about now but our plans have changed. We
will not arrive in Austin until the end of the month. Instead, I will be serving in the
place of my pastor, Dr. Bob Wiegel, at FaithNLR, our sending church. Brother Bob is taking
an overdue sabbatical and has asked me to serve while he is away. I love my pastor and
he needs the break. I love my church and I owe this to them. It is an honor to be trusted to
serve and I look forward to this short time of ministry at home. When it ends, we will load
up the travel trailer and head to Pflugerville/Round Rock, Texas.

T

he 2019 World Missions Seminar
will be held at FaithNLR April 1-5. The
curriculum will be our traditional Week One
which is geared toward the relationship of
the missionary and the sending church. Our
speakers will provide training for churches
on how to be a good sending church and
for missionaries on how to properly relate
to their sending church. During the week,
we will also introduce the Biblical pattern
of indigenous churches. Classes of special
interest to pastors will be “How to Double
Your Mission Giving Without Hurting the
General Fund,” “How to Really Turn Your
Church On to Missions,” and “How to Have
a Great Missions Conference.” The session
on how to handle missionary finances
probably answers more practical questions
than any other session. You just don’t want
to miss this! For registration and more
information, contact Lynn Raburn at:
501.539.3599 or LRaburn@faithNLR.org

What About Week Two?
Week Two of the seminar will be taught
in the Spring of 2020. We are making this
change to make the seminar more like the
MTM schedule. Remember, both weeks of
WMS are also MTM Modules. If you attend
all the MTM Modules and complete the
required outside reading, you earn an
Associate degree at the Missionary Baptist
Seminar. This change also gives a break
to our wonderful volunteers at FaithNLR.
These volunteers are essential to the
seminar and we want to take care of them!

The Baptist Monitor
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MBA OF TEXAS MISSION REPORTS - DEC 2018
Editor: Curtis Gilbert

December 1st Balance:
$48,065.67

Expenses:
$873.17

Offering (Including Minute Fund):
$16,514.71

December 31st Balance:
$47,557.21

Missionary Support:
$13,550
Admin. Salary:
$2,600

VICTOR RICE
SAN ANTONIO - SHILOH MBC

December was low in attendance due to
illness and some traveling. Averages: 12 in SS;
19 in MW; 11 in SE; and 15 on WE. Our offering
was $3,974 with $283 given to missions and
$1,200 paid on rent. Bro. Mike had open heart
surgery. We are praying for a speedy recovery.
We had a cupcake party at Silver Manor N.
H., handed out blankets and sang Christmas
Carols. We are looking forward to 2019.

LELAND ACKER
EARLY - LIFE POINT MBC

The Holiday Season created opportunities to
share Jesus with the community with a float
in the Brownwood Parade. The young people
gave out 1,500 gift bags with gospel tracts,
church invitations, and candy. Averages: 18
in SS; 19 in MW; and 11 in Bible Studies, with
1 saved and 1 baptized. Our offering was
$2,054.80 with $300 given to missions. We
are using our new facilities for Sunday and
midweek Bible Studies, while still working to
finish it. We still need financial support for the
final touches. We ordered signage by the road
for $960. We have a bid of $12,843.70 to install
vinyl plank flooring throughout the building.

GLENN MCCARVER
EL PASO - BORDERLAND MBC

We attended the State Meeting and our van
broke down in Texarkana. We drove to El
Paso to retrieve my work car and drive it back.
While at El Paso on Thanksgiving, one of our
church members fed and ministered to us. It
was a day to remember. Averages: 8 in EW,
6 in Bible Study. We had 1 salvation and 1 to
surrender to the ministry.

DONALD TRUSSELL
KERRVILLE - HILL COUNTRY MBC

We “adopted” three families for Christmas.
They were thankful for the blessings of food
and other needed items. Jennifer still comes
to the ladies Bible study, but our neighbor
Tammy hasn’t gotten saved yet. We appreciate
your prayers. Averages: 10 in SS; 10 in MW; 12
in EW; and 13 in outside Bible studies. Our
offering was $926, with $100 given to missions
and $300 paid for rent.
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Since November 1st:
4 saved
2 baptized.

DAVID SMITH
MANSFIELD- LIFE LINE BC

Our attendance stayed above 20 for the last
several months. We found 3 acres with a house
to use for services that is available for $375,000.
Pray we can negotiate a lease with option to
purchase. Our Christmas campaign had two
new guests. We sang carols, a Christmas skit,
and Kaylee performed the Nutcracker. We
had a meal and great fellowship. Last Sunday
we had an unsaved Muslim to attend. Pray
Achmad to be saved. Averages: 21 in MW; 5 in
small groups and 5 in Venus. Our offering was
$2,715, with $300 given to missions, and $650
paid for rent.

STEVEN HANEY
LUBBOCK - MBSF TEXAS TECH U.

December was a short month for MBSF work
with only 2 weekly Bible Studies. We had 6
students make it to those. We are planning
methods of reaching more of the campus
through the campus newspaper, ads, and
more campus booths. Support: is at $2,600
through churches and individuals. We need
$4,500 to fully fund the MBSF. If you would like
to partner with us, call me at (903) 722-1545.

JOE BOZARTH
CONROE - FELLOWSHIP MBC

You can have a different opinion about your
sponsoring church. I was in the hospital and
my sponsoring church, Fellowship MBC,
Pasadena, came to my rescue. I am almost well
and ready to go to work, keep me in prayer.
Averages: 15 in SS; 18 in MW; 7 in EW; and 8 on
WE. Our offering was $3,928 with $414 given
to missions and $2,006.75 paid on rent.

DANIEL TIJERINA
DONNA - A NEW BEGINNING BC

We had 8 first time visitors and our last
service in a home in Donna, Dec. 30th. We
will start worshipping at the Valley Baptist
Retreat Center. The members are committed
to spreading the Gospel, giving to missions,
and going into the community in 2019. We
requested the TMD Funds for the 2nd quarter,
to purchase land and a building. Averages: 35
in MW; 20 in EW; and 17 on WE. Should you
have any questions call me at 956-240-5717!

MISSION ADVANCE
Editor: Roy Culley

RUSTY & SUSAN TEER - SE ASIA

We are thankful for the opportunities to share
holiday meals and testimonies for Christ with
teachers, students and friends. I was asked
by two school superintendents and another
principal if we had teachers who would be
wiling to work full time in the schools. I had
to tell them not at this time, but we are praying
for workers to come and help. Sent by Victory
BC, Madison, MS.

SOLOMON ISLANDS MISSIONS

Contributions for school fees for children of
pastors were increased from $2400 for 2018
to $3003.00 for 2019. We will begin collecting
for 2020 in January. Bro. Roger obtained a
reconditioned Richo production printer for
$4000.00 US which will cut his time in book
production as well as expenses. He also
upgraded his solar system. Bro. Absalom is
leading Little Flock MBC and enjoying time
with his family through the holidays, but will
go back to Vanuatu for a three month teaching
trip in January. Since Bro Roger was sent to
be a missionary to the Solomons he has seen
churches established that had been shut,
pastors restored, a seminary sponsored by
Galilee MBC with native pastor teachers.
Thank you for continuing support of this work,
Ronald L. Smith.

WALT & MAGGIE EMRY - SOUTH PACIFIC

I finished and 8 week course in Bislama and
plan to take the “expert class” to begin in
February. I continue to teach and preach in
Port Vila, mostly at Farumaury MBC. They
hunger for the Word. Recently I was asked
to visit two ladies near the time of death for
prayer and encouragement. Both passed
the next week and both were said to be
saved. Sent by Bethel MBC, P.O. Box 416, Otis
Orchards, WA 99027.

MANESS FAMILY - ARGENTINA

November brought many opportunities to
serve the Lord including knocking on doors
with my kids, being asked to tech and preach
in different places and having families visit
in our home. Also I have been sharing the
gospel in the hospitals with 10 people in three
different rooms. We have three one time
project fund needs including our Emergency
Fund goal of $6000.00, Language School
Expenses $800.00 per month, and Future
vehicle Fund we hope to buy in about 18
months. Please pray for our oldest son Joshua
who lives in Michigan as he may be having
back surgery in January for Scoliosis. Sent by
Nevill’s Chapel Baptist Church.

EDDIE WILLIAMS - LODWAR KENYA

LBBI completed 30 months training for their
students and all completed their studies.
Graduation will be March 16, 2019 and LBBI
will reopen with new classes May 6, 2019.
The church in Nakechichok’s founding pastor
continued in habitual sin, disqualifying himself
and pastor. Instead of stepping down he closed
the church. When we learned of that and met
with the elders they wanted their church to
continue. Is opened 25 February. They had
temporary pastors until November 4 they
called Samson Lopua as their new pastor. Five
of the churches held one day medical Clinics
with eight guests and 2 Turkana doctors and 5
translators making a team of 30. Sent by South
Union BC Daingerfield, TX 75638.

PHIL & ELIA GAVILA
HISPANIC MISSIONARIES ANYWHERE

Over several months I have put together a
Power Pont Creation Seminar on the Age of
the Earth, Creation vs Evolution, Dinosaur
and the Bible, the Six Days of Genesis One. I
am healing from my shoulder surgery. Please
let me know if you would like a presentation
of my seminar at your church. Sponsoring
church, MBC of East Bay, Riverview, FL 33578.

THE HUTSHESON FAMILY - ROMANIA

We were blessed and helped greatly with
Brother Paul Stansell and family visit and
work at whatever needed to be done. Pray for
us. Exciting things are on the horizon. We are
seeking to rent a building in a near by village
named Burias to begin Bible studies and Lord
willing plant a church. Sent by Westwood
MBC, 3210 Ave G NW, Winter Haven, FL 33880.

JIM & SHERRY BLACK - BULGARIA

Mahmoud and Crissy are stedfast in their
faith and eager to learn. Every Sunday they
open their home to host the service. Thursday
evenings we host a Bible study at our
apartment. We enjoyed missionary family in
Spain and the Missionary Retreat in Portugal.
Pray for God’s intervention as pending
legislation in Bulgaria will curtail or halt our
ministry if passed. Sent by Living Word MBC,
P.O. Box 1723, Lewiston, ID 83501.

ANTIOCH PROJECT
JOHN MELANCON

My visa expiration and return from Israel
in November was difficult. I plan to return
in January. My apartment was burglarized
and the majority of our possessions were
stolen. The Landlady had heavy duty security
bars and new locks installed. Our converts
continue. Pray for them and that we can soon
help them. We expect to have good news for
outreaches in Israel this summer. Sent by
Landmark BC, Box 97, Mt Enterprise, TX 75681.

THE ESTRADOS FAMILY
MALAGA, SPAIN

God gave us a great visit to Barcelona with
the Chordally descales Church and Pastor
Julian. I gave some Bible studies on Hosea
and the Thessalonika letters, but the greatest
blessing was to see Francisco from Venezuela
come to Christ. He was fleeing the chaos in his
country. Sent by First Baptist Church, PUBES
8, Sullivan, MO 63080.

B. R. SINGH - NORTH INDIA MISSIONS

God’s blessings from September to November
2018 include 1 church organized, 218
baptized, 4 cottage meetings, 14827 students
and teachers evangelized, 12703 saved, and
1 Teacher Training College evangelized. BR.
Singh P.O. Box 53534 Lubbock, TX 79453.

GILBERT PINZON
COLUMBIA MISSIONS

Penial Baptist Mission is rejoicing with six
young people who received Christ as their
personal Savior and two were presented for
baptism. SS averaged 35, MW 46, EW 15. The
diesel motor of my van has lost power and
now makes a lot of pollution. The mechanic
says it is necessary to repair it. Please pray
for the $4000 needed to get it back in service
for the Lord. Sent by First BC, Box 398 Port
Salerno, FL 34992.

JULIO MENDOZA
MONTERREY, COLUMBIA

The Lord gave us a successful evangelistic
campaign with preaching and visitation in
four locations. 700 invitations were given out
door to doors averaged 60, MW 75, EW 58, 26
first time visitors, 1 candidate for baptism, 26
professions of faith.

JACK BROWN
FIRESTONE, COLORADO

A family of four united with Pathway BC in
August. We learned that our Sunday MW
which was using a meeting space in the Hotel
will have to relocate in January, likely back
in our home. We know god has a plan and
resources for it. Pray with us about this urgent
need. Sent by Eastside MBC, 1201 Park Hwy,
Minden, LA71055

JOEL HERNANDEZ
SPRINGDALE ARKANSAS

The Lord blessed and answered our prayers
for Lucilla and Libra do Rodriguez to be
saved. They are brother Efren’s parents.
Efren and his wife Patty joined last summer
after recieving scriptural baptism. This news
brought them both great joy. We have ten new
people attending regularly now. Pray for their
continued growth. Sponsored by El Dorado
MBC, 3014 El Dorado, AR 71730.

PLEASE SEND ARTICLES AND PICTURES FOR THIS COLUMN BY THE 15TH OF THE PRIOR MONTH TO: P.O. BOX 570 HENDERSON, TX 75653-0570
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FACTS ABOUT THE FACTS
by John Melancon

G

lass making is an
ancient art dating
back to an estimated
3,500
years
ago.
Although styles and usage of
glass have changed over the
years, one particular vessel
has remained as a consistent
usage for glass. That vessel is
the perfume bottle. Here you
see a Roman glass perfume
bottle discovered just outside
Jerusalem. This particular
perfume bottle is unique
in that it had its applicator
still inside it when it was
excavated.

CHURCH HISTORY
by Don Britton

MISSIONARY BAPTISTS IN TEXAS

At the beginning of the Nineteenth
Century, what is now the United States
west of the Mississippi River was claimed
by two European super powers: France
and Spain. The United States obtained
the French claim (Louisiana Purchase)
in 1803. That part of North America west
and south of the Louisiana Purchase was
claimed by Spain. These huge territories
were raw wilderness, inhabited almost
exclusively by wild Indians. As late as 1820,
the only significant non-Indian settlement
in what is now Texas was San Antonio with
about 5,000 inhabitants. But a few hardy
American adventurers had begun to drift
into Spanish Tejas (Texas) as early as 1820,
mostly around Nacogdoches.
In 1821, Mexico won independence from
Spain, and claimed all that huge territory
formerly claimed by Spain. Under both
Spain and Mexico, religious exercises,
except Roman Catholic, were prohibited
by law. However, where Anglo-American
settlers went, Baptist missionaries soon
followed. Of necessity, their preaching was
clandestine and considerably limited until
Texas won independence from Mexico in
1836.
14
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This exquisite bottle also
reflects the social standing
of the owner. That reflection
of status is still common to
this day. The glass vessels
vary today from beautiful
cut crystal all the way down
the social ladder to the Avon
‘collectors’ bottles that are
commonly available.
Romans
changed
the
industry as they discovered
the art of glass blowing. This
allowed a thinner wall and
use of less glass. This was an
improvement over the old
core made vessels previous
to their discovery.

The core made vessels reflect
the condition of man. To
make a core-formed vessel,
one would take clay to make
a shaped core. The molten
glass was formed around the
core, cooled and the core
was removed. But to keep
the clay soft for removal, the
clay was mixed with dung to
give it a proper consistency
for removal. This can be seen
as an illustration of people.
Man has their beginning as
dirt. Filth is introduced into
the dirt and the maker must
remove the filthy core making
the vessel beautiful. But it
takes the maker to remove
the core.

WHEN THEY CAME AND WHERE

About 1819, Moses Austin was in
negotiation with the Spanish authorities
for a land grant and permission to settle
American and European families in Tejas.
He died before he could bring the plan to
fruition.
Stephen F. Austin, son of Moses Austin,
assumed the task begun by his father. But by
that time Mexico had won independence,
and Austin was having to renegotiate
everything with the Mexican Government.
He eventually obtained a contract with
Mexico, whereby he obtained two large
grants in Texas, with the provision that
he would settle several hundred families
on them. Austin was also appointed
impresario (governor) of the colony. The
land grants were in the Colorado River
and the Brazos River basins.
Soon, Austin had settled over 300 families
on the lower Brazos and established
San Felipe de Austin. This became the
impresario’s headquarters and seat of
the colonial government. The colony
soon grew to 5,000 inhabitants. It was a
prosperous community. Other smaller
communities were being established in
other parts of Texas, mostly in the east.

EDITOR’S NOTE:
In 1999, Brother O. H. Griffith was asked
to write a short history of the Missionary
Baptists in Texas. He did so and sold
the book until he had recovered the
expense of producing it. When he
had recovered his expenses, he gave
the rights to the book to the History &
Archives Committee of the Missionary
Baptist Association of Texas.
Over the next few months a short
portion of the book will be printed in
this article. A copy of Dr. Griffith’s book
is available by sending $3.50 to:
H & A Committee
P. O. Box 570,
Henderson, TX. 75653-0570

L

ike everything else that happened in 2018, Thanksgiving
and Christmas came and went in a flash. At some point
during the holidays, we were with all our family. “At this
stage of the game,” as my mother would say, I cherish every “get
together.” Christmas was a special time being the first year our
little girls (2 years and 3 years) realized what was happening.
Their mom had taken them to Dollar Tree and let THEM pick
out a gift for each of us. She said they had so much fun doing it
and letting them learn how fun it is to do for others. I was “just
elated” over my package of construction paper, but the best gift of
the night was Papa’s toilet plunger. My heart overflowed watching
those little girls be excited about the things they got for us. What
a blessing!
Something happened to Darrel in
the midst of the festivities. I looked up
and he was out of the recliner walking
around with a big smile rubbing his
chest, like he was really something
special. I looked over at Tammy with a
questioning look… “Michael gave him a
John Wayne shirt,” she whispered. Oh,
my goodness… not a John Wayne shirt!!!
If ever there were John Wayne fans,
it’s Darrel and Michael. Yep. There he
was wearing a heavy duty, long sleeve,
leather trimmed shirt that looked like one worn by the Duke
himself. He was so proud. He was strutting around in that shirt like
a man lookin’ for a horse or a fight one. All I can tell you is, he’s
worn it every day since; outside, inside, in his office, in the recliner.
It’s like something about it, made him feel like he was the Duke. He
would even quote the man in his best John Wayne voice; “Courage
is being scared to death but saddling up anyway.” And one of my
favorites, “Life is hard, but it’s a lot harder if you’re stupid.”

a little slower, stand a little straighter, smile a little more. You just
feel different… more aware and more respectful of others; and on
Sunday, of the God we serve.
In Colossians 3:12, Jesus shares “clothes” that He has given as
gifts to His chosen people. They are beautiful clothes that we can
wear all the time… clothes of “compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience.” Talk about being pretty! We wear these
and we become beautiful regardless of our physical clothes.
Beautiful, both in the eyes of our Savior, and to those with whom
we come in contact every day. He has given them to us as gifts.
We have only to receive them and wear them with a heart of
thanksgiving.
Hummmm… Pilgrim. Now, I’ve got to figure out how to get a
shirt off a man, so I can wash the thing! What’d he say made life
harder…?

Life is hard, but it’s
alot harder if you
are stupid.
I couldn’t help but think about how what we wear
really can make us feel different. I’m normally a jeans
and tennis shoes kind of girl, but on Sunday mornings,
getting ready to go to God’s house, I’m more conscious
of what I put on… a dress, heels, jewelry. And, I walk
The Baptist Monitor
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Abundance of

Christmas Blessings at TBI

E

ach year, churches, auxiliaries, brotherhoods
and individuals see to it that TBI students and
their families have a merry Christmas. In attempting to
document all that was done this year, John 21:25 was the
prevailing thought. “And there are also many other things
which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written
every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not
contain the books that should be written. Amen.” Since there is no way to thank everyone
individually, this space was dedicated to an attempt at showing gratitude.
As a representative of all the churches who adopted student families, Carthage MBC
blessed two families with physical and monetary gifts. Pictured (left) is Dub West,
student from Unity MBC, Texarkana, TX, (center) Pastor Dale Reed, and (right) Chris
Cates, student from Sublett Road MBC, Arlington, TX.
For many decades, the Shine Ministry of Calvary BC, Henderson, TX, has led out in
asking ladies auxiliaries to bless students with money for Christmas. The other picture
shows a lot of happy faces after both giving and receiving.
This year, over $15,000 was received and distributed to students and their families!
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